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PREFACE 



The fbllowmg pages ccmtain a brief history of laws, petitions, 
remonstrances, and reports, and some of the published articles 
of the author, relating to the desecration and sanctification of the 
Chkistian Sabbath. 

The occasions on which his own essays appeared were vari- 
ous. Sometimes the object was to meet particular objections, 
urged by others; sometimes to awaken the church to her re- 
spcMisibilities in this matter ; sometimes to warn of danger ; at 
others to record a fact, to recommend a plan, or to awaken sym- 
pathy in the great cause. 

As the articles were not written for a book, but for particular 
emergencies, they will be found often more practical than arga- 
mentative. The great design was to unfold the means of re- 
storing the Sabbath to its pristine purity, and to incite to vigor- 
ous efforts to accomplish speedily this very desirable object — to 
excite the friends of Sabbath reform to correct, systematic, cor- 
dial, united, and persevering action ; and, as far as possible, by 
presenting facts and arguments, to harmonize their views in 
regard to the time and manner of observing the day of Rest. 

"When the reader remembers that the matter was prepared on 
different occasions, at different times, and in different places, he 
-will not be surprised to find the same shade of thought occurring 
more than once. 



IV PREFACE. 

Modem infidels, in this country and in Europe, have exhaust- 
ed their resources in fruitless attempts to prove that the Sabbath 
was not made for man — ^for all mankind. It is not chiefly for 
this class, however, that this book is published, but for those who 
may be misled by their influence and their sophistry, who yet 
are willing to learn and to do their duty. 

Had Newton, or Bacon, penetrated the lonely cell of Caspar 
Hauser, and labored to convince him that he had seen the bright 
luminary of day, the arguments would have been unavailing, as 
long as the wretched inmate of the prison had neither the incli- 
nation to hear, nor the knowledge necessary to understand and 
believe. So it is with infidels on this subject Their eyes are 
closed against the light, their ears deaf to argument, and their 
consciences callous to conviction, They hear to scoff, read to 
reject, talk to differ, cavil to confound, and ward off to disbelieve. 
With such, is it not best and sufficient to take the law of the 
Sabbath, recorded in Ex. xx., and call on them to obey, consid- 
ering it settled that this mercifiil and moral institution was 
established in Eden, and is necessary for all men, in every age 
of the world, and obligatory on them ? The divine authority 
of the Scriptures is before them, urged by all the motives of 
self-interest, humanity, patriotism and gratitude ; and if they 
continue to reject, they do it at their peril. 

The opinions of others have often been introduced, in order to 
increase the weight and influence of the work : and although 
the subject is prolonged, it is presumed to be sufficiently diver- 
sified to secure the attention of those who care for the Sabbath. 

That the Lord of the Sabbath may, by this humble effort, 
greatly promote the observance of His day, is the sincere prayer 
of the AUTHOR. 

Cleveland^ Ohio, 1840. 
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THE SABBATH. 



CHAPTER I. 

mSTOBY OP LAWS, DIVINE AND HUMAN, RELATING 
TO THE SABBATH. 



LAW OF GOD. 

The fiist law on record relating to this institution, was writ- 
ten aa. tables of stone, by the finger of Grod, more than three 
thousand years ago.^ No document anterior to this, that we 
know of, was ever written and handed down to men. It is in 
these words, viz : — 

" Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy 
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven, and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it" — ^Ex. 20. 

This law now stands, ever has stood, and always must stand, 
unrepealed. It is over and above all law, binding on all men 
through all time ; and its claims are imperative. See Wilson, 
Dwight, Humphrey, Professor Agnew, Gumey, and others who 
have written on this subject ;— also evidences and opinions here- 
after recorded in this book. 
2 
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LAWS OF THE STATES AND TERRITOREES. 

It has pioTed a difficult task to obtain copies of all the latest 
enactments of the several States and Territories of these United 
States relating to the Sabbath; but though we may have failed 
to obtain them all, yet enough has been found to show that cor- 
rect legislative action has once been had. It is painful, how- 
ever, to say, that in some instances, the people have been re- 
ceding from the high and righteous stand which they had taken. 
Acts of a different character from those which follow, and of a 
more recent date, may have been passed in some portions of our 
country, but the latest which we have seen will now be sub- 
joined. 

UAUXE, 

In this State, traveling, ordinary labor, and business are [uro- 
hibited on the Lord's day. Passed, 1834. 

NEW HAAIFSHIRE. 

**Sec* 1st. Be it enacted ^y,"&c. '' That no tradesman, artir 
ficcr, or any other person whatsoever, shall do" or exercise any 
labor, business or work of their secular callings, (works of ne- 
cessity and mercy only excepted,) * * on the first day of the 
week, commonly called the Lord's day, or any part thereof. 

•* Sec* 2d, And be it further enacted. That no person shall 
travel on the Lord's day between sun-rising and sun-setting, 
unless from necessity, or to attend public worship, visit the sick 
or do some office of charity, on penalty of," &c. Passed, 1799. 

June 22, 1814, the Legislature, commenting on the second 
section, say, " That no license from a Justice of the Peace, for 
traveling on Sunday, will avail in behalf of any traveler, or cai^ 
rier, with any team or carriage of burthen, or of any traveler in 
the style and capacity of a drover, with any horses, cattle, or 
other beasts : but all such license shaQ be utterly void." 

Bi most of the States, all games, pastimes, amusements, re- 
creations, sports, fishing, hunting and visiting are forbidden. 
Also the firequenting of places of public resort, except for moral 
and religious instruction, is prohibited. 
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YEKHONT. 

'* An act to enforce the due observance of the Smbhath. 

^ GoDsideriiig that in every community, some portion of time 
ought to be set apart for rehixaticm from worldly labors and em- 
ployments, and devoted to the social warship of Almighty God, 
and the attainment of religions and moral instruction, which 
axe, in the highest degree, promotive of the peace, happiness 
and prosperity of the people. Therefore, 

""Sec 1st. It is hereby enacted dy," &c " That the first day of 
the week shall be kept and observed, by the good people of this 
State, as a Sabbath, holy day, or day of rest from secular kbon 
and emj^oyments ; nor shall any person or persons [on that day] 
ezenise any 8e<»ilar labor, business, or employment, except such 
as necessity and acts of charity shall require." Passed, 1797. 

ItASSACHtTSETIS. 

"iSfec 1st, Ko person shall keep open his sh^ warehouse, or 
workhouse, or shall do any manner of labor, business, or work, 
(except only works of necessity and charity,)" on the Lord's day. 

^ Sec. 2d. No person shall travel on" that day, '* except from 
necessity or charity." Passed, 1791— 1796. 

BHODE ISLAND. 

«*5ee. 1st. Be\ it enacted ^," ke. '<That no person in thia 
State shall do or exorcise any labor, or business, at work of his 
ordinary calling," &c,, *' on the first day of the week, or suffer 
the same to be done by his children, servants or apprentices 
(works 6f necessity and charity only excepted)." . Passed, 1679, 
1750, 1784, 1798. ' 

Sec. 2d forbids the employment of others to commit the afore- 
said (fences. "^ 

CONNECTICUT. 

Sec. 2d provides, ^* That no person shall, upon land or water, 
do say manner of secular business, work, or labor, (works of ne- 
cessity and mercy excepted,)" (xi the Lord's day. 

'* Sec 3d. No traveler, drover, wagoner, teamster, or any of 
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their servants shall travel on the Lord's day, (except from ne- 
ce^ity and charity.)'' Passed, 1808. 

In thie revision of the laws of this State, 1821, Sec. 1st, we 
read, " Nor shall any -traveler, drover, wagoner, or teamster 
travel on said day, except from necessity and charity ;" and " it 
shadl he the duty of the citizens of this State to attend the puh« 
lie worship of G-od, on the Lord's day ; and that no person or 
persons shall do any secular business, work, or labor, [on that 
day] (works of necessity and mercy excepted.)" 

But since Sunday mails have been established, the duty of 
certain citizens seems to be entirely disregarded ; as may be 
seen in the compilation of laws ordered by the Greneral Assem- 
bly of this State, in 1835, Sec. 7th. " No proprietor or proprie- 
tors, or driver of any -coach, wagon, or sleigh, or other carriage, 
belonging to, or employed in any line of stages, or extra car- 
riage ; or proprietor or driver of any hackney coach, coachee, or 
chaise, sleigh, or other pleasure carriage, ^all suffer or allow 
any person or persons to travel, except from necessity or charity, 
in such carriage on the Lord's day, on penalty of twenty dol- 
lars for every offence : Provided, that this act shall not extend 
to the owners or drivers of carriages employed for carrying the 
' United States' mail through this State on the Lord's day." 

What would the inhabitants of this State, from its earliest 
settlement down to 1810, have thought of such an exception? 
The bare suggesting of it would have called down upon its 
author the pity and indignation of ninety-nine-htindredths of all 
who then lived in the land of the Pilgrims. Once the good 
people of this State would not wink at the sin she now cher- 
ishes in her bosom. And who among her sons has inquired, 
why do ye so ? 

NEW YOBK. 

" Sec, Ist. Be it enacted by*' &c. " That there shall be no 
traveling, servile laboring, or working, (works of necessity and 
charity excepted,) * * or any unlawful exercises or pastimes 
by any person or persons within this State, on the first day ci 
the week, commonly called Sunday." Passed, 1813. 

Provision is made for those who uniformly keep the last day 
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of die week as a Sabbath; as is also the case in many of the 
other States ; and for any pers<» removing his fiunily or hoos^ 
kold fumituce, if such removal be not commenced on such day. 
But we find no provisign for the Postmaster who changes and 
deliyers the mail (m that day. 

MEW JERSEY. 

"^ <$6C. UU Be it enacted hy^'' &c. " That no traveling, worldly 
employment or business, ordinary or servile labor or work, either 
iqKKi land or water, (works of necessity and charity excepted,) 
* * diall be done or performed by any person or persons within 
this State, on the Christian Sabbath, or first day of the wedE, 
CQmmonly called Sunday." Passed, 1798. 

No stages are allowed to be driven through this State on said" 
day, except such as have the mail, and in cases of ** necessity or 
mercy" clearly proved: and no wagoner, carter,, dr^rman, 
drover, butcher, or any of his or their servai^ts, slmll ply, or 
travel with his or their wagons, carts or drays, or shall load or 
unload any goods, wares, or mierchaodise, or produce, or drive 
cattle, sheep, or swine, in any part of this State, on the first day 
of the week." 

In this and the two immediately preceding States, provision 
is made for the carrying of mails on the Lord's day, and in this 
State for the Postmaster to labor on Sunday. 

FENHSVLVJJUA. 

*' SeCf \st. If any person shall do or perform any worldly em- 
ployment whatsoever on the Lord's day, commonly cilled Sun- 
day, (works of necessity and charity only excepted,)" &c.; then 
follows the penalty. Passed, 1794. 

DELAWARE. 

^ Sec let. Be it enacted hy^^^ &c ^' That if any person or per- 
soDiS within this State, * * shaU do or perf(»nai any worldly 
employment, labor, or business whatsoever, upon the Lord's 
day, commonly called Sunday, (works of necessity and charity 
only excepted,)" &c. ; then oomes the penalty. 

''See. %d^ And he it further enacted, That if any oairier, ped 
2* 
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dler, wagoner, or -any driver of a tnyeling; sta^, wagon, or 
coachee, carter, butcher, or drover, with his horse, pack, wagon, 
stage, coachee, cart, or drove, shall travel or drive upon the 
Lord's day," &c. ; then comes the penalty. Passed, 1795. 

HABTLAJCn). 

'* No person whatsoever shall work or do any bodily labor on 
ide Lord's day, commonly called Sunday ; and no person having 
children, servants, or slaves, shall command, or wittingly or wil- 
lingly suffer any of them to do any manner of work or labor on 
the Lord's day, (works of necessity and charity always except- 
ed.)" Passed, 1723. 

VIR6IIIIA. 

*' Sec 5th. If any person, on the Sabbath day, shall himself 
be found laboring at his own, or any other trade or calling, cnr 
shall employ his apprentices, sehrants, or slaves, in labor, or 
other business, except it be in the ordinary household offices of 
daily necessity, or other works of necessity or charity;" then 
comes the penalty. Passed, 1792. 

niSTBICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The same as in Maryland and Virginia. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

** An act for the more effectual suppression of vice and immo' 
rality. 
« Sec. \sU Be it enacted by^*' &c. " That all and every per- 
son or persons whatsoever shaU, on the Lord's day, commonly . 
called Sunday, carefully apply themselves to the duties of re- 
ligion and piety; and that no tradesman, artificer, planter, 
laborer, or other person whatsoever, shall, upon land or water, 
do or exercise any labor, business, or work of their ordinary 
calling (works of necessity and charity only excepted^) on the 
Lord's day, or any part thereof," &c. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

*« Whereas there is nothing more acceptable to God than the 
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trae and sincere service and worsliip of him, according to bis 
holy will, and that the holy keeping of the Lord's day is a prin- 
cipal part of the true service ^f God, which in many places of 
this province is so much profaned and neglected by disorderly 
persons; — Ist^ Be it therefor^ enacted^" &c. "That all and 
every person whatsoever, . shall, on every Lord's day, apply 
themselves to the observation of the same, by exercising them- 
selves thereon in the duties of piety and true religion, publicly 
and privately ; and having no reasonable or lawful excuse, on 
every Lord's day shall resort to their parish church, or some 
other parish church, or some meeting, or assembly of religions 
worship," &c. 

Sec. 2d forbids the. worldly labor, business or work of all 
" tradesmen, artificers, workmen, laborer, or any other person, [on 
the Lord's day,] (works 6f necessity and charity only excepted.)" 

Sec. ^th enjoins, " That no drover, wagouer, butcher, higler, 
they or any of their servants, or any 6ther traveler or person 
whatsoever, shall travel on the Lwd's day by land or water," 
except to and from a place of religious worship, and to visit 
the sick, &c. 

Sec. Sth prohibi ts the working of slaves or servants on Sun- 
day. Passed, 1712. 

OEOBOIA. 

The preamble is nearly verbatim as the last above written. 

Sec 1st requires all persons to attend public worship. 

Sec. 2d forbids, in language similar to the above, all labor 
"(except works of necessity and charity,)" on the Lord's day. 
Traveling and the working of slaves are ^so prohibited on that 
day. Passed, 1803. 

FLOBmA. 

Apprentices, servants, or slaves, are not allowed to labor or 
be employed in business on Sunday, " (works of necessity and 
charity excepted.)" Passed, 1828. 
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" Sec. 1st. No worldly business or employtnent, ordinary or 
servile -work, (works of necessity and charity excepted,) * * 
riiall be done or performed by any person or persons within this 
territory on the Christian Sabbath," &c. 

" Sec. 2d. No wagoner, carter, drayman, drover, butcher, or 
any of his slaves or servants, shall ply or txavel** * * load or 
unload, or drive cattle in any part of this territory on Sunday. 
Passed, 1803. 

inssissiypi. 

Sec. 2d enjoins, *'^That no wagoner, carter, drayman, drover, 
butcher, or any of his slaves or servants, shall ply or travel with 
his wagon, cart, or dray,'* load or unload, or drive cattle, sheep, 
or swine, fee, on Sunday. 

Sec. 4th. All labor, by any person, either free or bond, " (ex- 
cept works of necessity Gt charity,)^' is forbidden in this State 
on Sunday. Passed, 1822. 

LOXJISIAKAk 

No law has been found in regard to the observance of the 
Sabbath in this State. 

ABSAN&AS* 

" Resijivedj by the General Assembly of the Territc^ of Ar- 
kansas, That the several justices c^ the peace, and other civil 
officers of this territory, in their respective districts, be request- 
ed to take special notice ofand bring to justice, all offenders, of 
the laws of this territory providing for keeping hcdy the Sab- 
bath day." 

The laws prohibiting Sabbath desecration referred to have 
not been found, but the above is evidence that such do exist. 



" Sec. 1st. Be it enacted" &c. " That if any merchant, arti- 
ficer, tradesman, fermer, or any other person, shall be guilty of 
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exercising any of the conimon avocations of life, or of causing 
or permitting the same to be done by his, her or their children 
or servants, (acts of real necessity or charity excepted,) on the 
Lord's day," &c. ; then comes the penalty.' 

" Sec. 2d. All and every person or perscHis whatsoever, shall, 
on the Lord's day, commonly called Sunday, carefully apply 
themselves to the duties of religion and piety," and all labor on 
land or water, "(except works of necessity and charity,)" is 
prohibited on that day. Passed, 1803. 

^8ec. 36th. If any person, on the Sabbath day, shall himself 
be found laboring at his own or any other trade or calling, or 
shall employ his apprentices, servants, or slaves, in labor or 
other business, whether the same be for profit or amusement, 
(and no work or business shall be done or performed- on the 
Sabbath day, unless it b^ the ordinary household offices of daily 
necessity, or other works of necessity ca charity,) he shall for- 
feit," &c Passed, 1822. 

mSSOTTBJ* 

Sec. 26th prohibits all labor on the first day of the Week, 
" except works of necessity and charity;)" nor are Courts per- 
mitted to sit on Sunday, except to receive a verdict or discharge 
a jury ; — neither are they allowed to adjourn to that day. Ap- 
proved, 1835. 

ILLINOIS. 

Sec. 1st prohibits disturbing the peace and good order of so- 
ciety by labor or amusement on the Lord's day. 

Sec. 2d prohibits noise and amusement, calculated to disturb 
the peace on that day; Passed, 1827. 

Would not stage and boat horns, and the rumbling of carriages 
on Sunday, be a breach of this law*?, ' 

INDIANA. r 

Sec. Ut prohibits work at commcm labor on Sunday. Passed, 

1817. ^ 
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'' 8ec. Ut. Be it enacted'' &c *' That if any perscHi of the 
age of fourteen years and upwards, shall be found on the first 
day of the week, commonly called Sunday, sportmg, rioting, 
quarreling, hunting, fishing, shooting, or at common labor, 
(works of necessity and charity only excepted)" — ^then fcdlows 
the penalty ; and exceptious for those who keep the seventh day 
as a Sabbath, — those who are ei^iigrating with their families, — 
watermen who wish to land their passengers ; superintendents, 
or keepers of toll bridges, who wish to attend to the same ; and 
ferrymen. Passed, 1831. 

MICHIGAN. 

Believing ** that in every community, some portion of time 
ought to be set apart fisr relaxation from worldly care and em* 
I^oyments, and devoted to the social worship of Almighty God, 
and the attainment of religious and moral instruction, whii^are 
in the highest degree promotive of ihe peace, happiness, and 
prosperity of a people," Therefore, " JBc tt enacted by theGov- 
emor, and Judges of the Territory of Michigan, That the first 
day of the week shall be kept and observed by the good people 
of this Territory, as a Sabbath, holy day, or day of rest from all 
secular labor, or employments, (works of necessity and charity 
excepted.)" 
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^^See. Sd. And he [the Postmaster-Greueral] shall provide 
for carrying the mail of the United States by stage, carriages, or 
hOTses, as he may judge most expedient; and as often as he, 
having regard to the productiveness thereof as well as other cir- 
cumstances, shall think proper. * * He shall, also, have power 
to inrescribe such requisitiooft to the deputy Postioasters, and 
others employed under him, as may be found necessary." 

" Sec Bth. That if any perscm shall obstruct or retard the pas- 
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age ofthe mail, or of any horse or carnage canyiog the same, 
he shall, upon conyictioii," &c. 

"jScc. Ith. That ereiy deputy Postmaster shall keep an office, 
in which one or more persons shall attend, at such hours as the 
Postmaster-Oenerai shall direct, for the purpose of performing 
the duties thereof* Approred, 1792. — Story's United States 
LaiDSy VoL 1st. 

The above, in substance, was re-enacted and approved, May 
8th, 1794. Here Congress ought to have left the subject. 

^Sec 9th, That every Postmaster shall keep an office, in 
which one or more persons shall attend on every day on which 
a mail or bag, or other packet, or parcel of letters shall arrive, 
by land or water, as well as on other days, at such hours as the 
Postmaster-General shall direct, for the purpose of performing 
the duties therec^,* and it shall E>e the duty of the Postmaster, at 
all reasona)>le hours, on every day of the week, to deliver, on 
demand, any letter, paper, or packet, to the person entitled to, or 
authorized to receive the same.'* — Stary^s United States Laws, 
Approved, April 30, 1810— Re-enacted and approved March 3d, 
1825. 

In this section occurs the olgectionable clause, the first Old 
only one which requires labor on Sunday. It is true, if the 
Postmaster-Greneral directs the mail to be carried on that day, 
then, by a law of Congress, the deputy Postmaster is required to 
be in his office and receive it 



CHAPTER IL 

PETITIONS Ajn) BBMONSTKANCES AGAINST SUNDAY 
MAIIiS. 

It is believed by some and denied by others, that the mail, in 
this country, has been carried, on Sunday, on some of the import- 
ant routes, ever since the establishment of the Postc^ce De- 
partment. This practice was introduced, and has been continued, 
by the Postmasters-Greneral, who claim to derive their authority 
for. so doing, from the law last quoted. But they are under no 
obligation, civil or religious, thus to send the mail through the 
land. They assume the responsibility of that act, and Congress 
assumes the respcmsibility of requiring deputy Postmasters to 
violate the laws of most of the States and Territories, and the 
law of Grod. 

.It is scarcely to be credited, that, if the mail was thus carried, 
our fore&thers would not have left on record long and repeated 
Femonstrances against so glaring a violation df the divine law. 
Perhaps they did remonstrate, but the earliest applications to 
C<mgress that we have foimd are recorded below, and relate, not 
so much to carrying, as to distributing the mail, or to the law 
requiring Postmasters to labor on Sunday, enacted 1810. 

Gideon Granger* s Report, 

« 11th Congress. No. 26. 3d Session. 

" Remonstrances against the delivery of letters, papers, and 

packages, at Postoffices, on Sunday, communicated to the 

House of Representatives, January 31st, 1811. 

" The Postmaster-Greneral, in obedience to the resoluticms, (re- 
ferring to him two memorials from sundry citizens of Philadel- 
phia and New-York, substantially similar, the first of which fol- 
lows this report,) of the House of Representatives of the United 
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States, paased oa the 4th and 18th of the present month, respect- 
fully repwts ; — 

" That to keep the goyenunent and its agents informed of 
such events as might be interesting to the nation with as little 
delay as possible; to equalize, among the merchants of the sere- 
ol capitals, the chances of receiying commercial informatioii ; 
and to cause the great lines oi communication to ahd from the 
center to the yarious parts of the nation, to be kept up with regiih 
laiity and dispatch, and the routes to be performed within the 
least time practicable; he has caused the mail, on many of the 
most important routes, to be transported on the Sabbath ; under 
a belief that it was a work of necessity." [Worldly considerap 
tioDs and advantages merely, irrespective of the law of Grod, cgd* 
stitnte the " work of necessity !"] 

'' To guard against any annoyance to the good citizens of the 
United States, he carefully instructed and directed the ag«nt8 of 
this office to pass quietly, without announcing their arrival or 
departure by the sounding of homs or trumpets, or any other 
act calculated to call off the attention of the citizens from thek 
devoticHis : but, until after the passage of the act of the 30th of 
April, 1810, this office never demanded of the Postmasters, on 
the Sabbath day, the performance of any duties, other than those 
of taking from the mail portmanteaus, the letters destined for 
delivery at the particular office, and duly forwarding the mail 
according to the usual course of business. In all previous in- 
stances, where letters^were delivered to the citizens, it had been 
by the courtesy of the Postmasters, though- often with the knotv- 
ledge, and sometimes on the recommendation, of the Postmas- 
ter-General. That, under and by virtue of the 9th section of 
the act of the 30th of April, 1810, the Postmaster-Greneral con- 
ceived himself bound to compel the Postmasters to receive let- 
ters from, and deliver letters to, the citizens on the Sabbath day ; 
and, in conformity to that act, the following instruction was 
given to the Postmasters, to wit ; * At Postoffices where the mail 
arrives on Sunday, the office is to be kept open for the delivery 
of letters, &c., for one hour after the arrival and assorting of the 
mail ; but in case that wouli interfere vnth the hours of public 
worship, theOL ike d£ce is to be kept open for one hour after the 
3 
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usual time of dissolving the meetiDgs, for that purpose.* " [All 
instructions and directions to mail carriers, to pass quietly and 
noiselessly, te and from the Postofivces, on Sunday, have long 
since been insufficient to guard the public against frequent in- 
terruptions from this source on the day devoted to rest and reli- 
gious worship. And this might have been anticipated. A li- 
cense to do wrong in one instance, leads to wrong doing in 
many.] 

** ^ " Although in cases of extreme anxiety «r national calam- 
ity, it may be proper for Postmasters to open their offices for the 
reception and delivery of letters on the Sabbath, and particularly 
to the officers of Government, still it is believed, that the good 
aense of the officers is a sufficient safeguard for the delivery of 
letters under all such circumstances ; and that compdling the 
Postmasters to attend to the duties of the office on the Sabbath, 
is, on them, a hardship, as well as in itself tending to bring into 
disuse and disrepute the institutions of that holy day. 

*^ All which is respectfully submitted. 

"Gibbon Granger, Postmaster-General. 
" General Postoffice, JarCy 30tA, 1811." 

At this early period, there appear to have been some scruples 
in the minds of public officers, as to the propriety and justice of 
compelling men to labor on Sunday ; and thereby lending their 
influence to destroy its sanctity. But familiarity with the prac« 
tice has rendered men callous to the divine clain^s — the natu- 
ral and unavoidable consequence of indulging in any known sin. 

Remonstrance from Philadelphia* 
" To the honoraHe the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress, the memorial, representaticm, 
and petition of the undersigned citizens, resident in Philadel- 
phia, respectfully represent : — 

'^ That ever since the establishment of the Postoffice in this 
city, the Postmaster, conforming to the established laws of the 
Commonwealth, has, until a short time since, kept the office for 
the receiving and delivering of letters shut on the first day of the 
week, usually called the Lord's day ; that, as well himself, as 
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die difiereat peracms employed in that department, have hithei^ 
to enjoyed the privileges of that day in common with thdr fel- 
low-citizens. 

" Your memorialists, however, some few months past, have 
observed the Postoffice open, for the distribution of letters on the 
said first day -of the week ; and ate told that this measure, which 
infringes upon the laws of the State of Pennsylvania, is in con- 
sequence of a provision in the act passed by your honorable boAy, 
oa the 25th of April last, and which, by the 9th section thereof, 
provides, * that every Postmaster shall keep ant^fice, at which 
one or more persons shall attend on every day on which a mail, 
or bag, or other packet, or parcel of letters shall arrive, by land at 
water, as Well as on other days, at such hours as the Postmastep- 
General shall direct And it shall be the duty of the Postmast^, 
at all reasonable hours, on every day oi the week, to deliver, on 
demand, any letter, or packet,' &c. 

** Your memorialists are infi>rmed that, under this clause^ the 
Postmasters are compelled to keep the office -open on the Lord^ 
day ; to the evident infiingement of the laws now in force m 
this State, against the violation thereof. 

'* Your memorialists respectfully call the attention of your 
hcmorable body to this subject, even on the ground of utility* 
For many years the city of Phikddphia has carried on a pros- 
perous and extensive commerce, without violating what they 
deem it their duty to state to be, both the law of Grod and man. 
Nor can they see any greater impropriety in keeping open the ^ 
custom-house, the banks, insurance offices,, and stores of mer- 
chants, generally, than of the Postoffice. For if the reception 
of letters can be made ot any material advantage to our mer- 
ehanls, much more may those useftU institutions be made sub- 
eervient to their purpose* 

*' Your memorialists cannot, in justice to their own feelings, 
refirain from observing, that the violation of known and univer- 
sally received precepts, when sanctioned by the most powerftd 
influence in the Union, cannot fail of having a tendency to jus- 
tify every species of breach of the laws made for the strict ob- 
Benrance of the first day of the w>eek, as set apart by the com- 
mand of God for his more immediate service* 
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" They do, therefore, most respectfully and earnestly petition 
your lumorable body, that the said 9th section of the act, entitled 
* An act regrulating the Fostoffice establishment,* and passed the 
25th of April last, may be so amended, as to prohibit the deli- 
rery of letters, papers, and packets, on the said first day of the 
week, commonly called the Lord's day. And your petitioners, 
as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

James P. Wilson, and others." 

The above petition contains an example of Christian and phi* 
lanthropic &ithfulness. Had every friend of the Sabbath in this 
country sent to CotigFess similar remonstrances, and ccmtinued 
to send them, long ago would this nati()n have ceased to be a 
Sabbath-breaking nation. There was at that time abundant 
inflnence, which might have been brought to bear on our na- 
tional Legislature, to. induce them to repeal an act requiring a 
eertain portion of our citizens to vidate a plain and an acknow- 
ledged command of God. For the neglect of this duty and the 
consequent evils, the Church is responsible. God cannot lightly 
estimate her guilt in suffering so important a conunond to be 
blotted from the statute book of this republic. She must yet 
come forward and redeem this institution from the contempt 
into which it has fallen, or, with those who have trampled upon 
it, sink into anarchy and heathenism. 

Reports of Mr. Rhea, 

" 12th Congress. No. 27. 1st Sessitm. 

Communicated to the Hoiise of Representatives^ Jan, 3, 1812. 

" The Conmiittee on the Postoffice and post-roads, to whom 
were referred the petition of the Synod of Pittsburgh and other 
citizens of several Christian denominations, residing in the west- 
em parts of the United States, and the report of the Postmaster- 
General thereon, have had the same under consideration, and 
do respectfully report : 

" That however desirable it would be to advise the adoption 
of such regulations relative to the carryiog and opening of the 
mail as might meet tl^e views of the venerable Synod of Pitts- 
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buigh and the other petitioaers, your committee camiot, at this 
peculiar crisis ci the United States, recommend any alterations 
iathe law regulating the Postoffice establishment; and dore- 
^[>ectfuUy submit the fc^o^ing resoluticxi: 

^^R^salvedj That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their 
petition." 

" 13th Congress. No. 29. 3d Session. 

" Communicated to the Hfmse of Representatives, Jan. 20, 1815. 

*' Mb. Rhea, from the committee on the Postoffice and post- 
roads, to whom were referred sundry petitions and memorials 
lemonstrating against the usage of transporting and opening the 
mail on the Sabbath, and the report of the Postmaster-General 
relating theretG^ reported : 

'*That they have had the same under consideration, and 
deeming it of great national importance, particularly in time of 
war, that no delay should attend the transportation of the mail, 
they deem it inexpedient to interfere with the present arrange- 
ment of the Postoffice establishment, and therefore submit the 
fdtowing resolution : 

^* Resolved^ That it is inexpedient to grant the jvayer of the 
petitioners." 

From Return J. Meigs, Postmaster-General, 

General Postoffice, Jan,^ 16, 1815. 

^ Sib, — The Postmaster General, to whom were referred sun- 
dry memorials against the usage of transporting and opening the 
mails on the Sabbath, has the h(xior to report the following 
^ts and observations : 

^^ The usage of transporting the mails on the Sabbath is coeval 
with the Constitution of the United States." 

[Here follows a statement showmg the different routes on 
which the mail is transported on Sunday, and the delays which 
a suspension of the mail cm that day would occasion. He then 
I^oceedB,] " and generally^ the mails would on an average, be 
retarded equal to one-seventh part of the time now employed." 
[And might not the same be said should other business be sus- 
pended one-seventh part of the time ? The &rmer, who in bar- 
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vest should lie by dn 4Siiiiday, would lose oae-seraith psrt of 
his time. So also the meehaaie, the manufacturer, the profes- 
sioual man, &c. &c This is arguing on the principle assumed 
by those who consider time spent in keeping the Sabbath as 
lost, which is by no means admitted* And have the people of 
these United States any more right to demand a mail on Sun- 
day than the continuance of other avocations, perhaps equally 
important ? But a question of loss or gain is never, for a mo- 
ment, to be put in competition with a known command of our 
OreatOT and Benefactor. It is sufficient, in any case, that we 
have a ** Thus saith the Lord,'' for our guide. 

When speaking of the law requiring Postmasters to. attend to 
the duties of their office on Sunday, he says, *' in most of the o& 
fices, it occupies but little time, and cannot greatly interfere with 
religious exercises ;" intimating at least that if a man attends 
public worship on a Sunday, he n^ed not hesitate about secu- 
larizing the rest of the day ; that merely opening and distribut- 
ing the mail on Sunday cannot be a serious violation of God's 
law. He continues,] 

'^ It is to be observed, that public policy, pure morality, and 
undefiled religion, combine in favor of a due observance of the 
Sabbath. Nevertheless, a nation owes to itself an exercise of 
means adapted to its own preservation," ^cc 

It is best to serve and obey God, if we think our safety and 
prosperity will be promoted by it; but not otherwise! The 
city must be guarded in the way dictated by our wiadam, irre- 
spective of the fact, that unless the Lord keep the city, the 
watchmen watch in vain. It is greatly to be lamented, that so 
many politicians and statesmen of the present day, inculcate 
principles and exhibit examples, which cannot be safely followed. 

Report of Mr. Daggett. 
** 13th Congress. No. 30. 3d Session. 

Mr. Daggett communicated to the Senate a report, dated 
January 27, 1815, as follows : 

" The committee of the Senate, to whom were referred the 
petitions of numerous citizens of the States of New Hampshire, 
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Massachusetts, Coo&ecticut, North Caiolina, and Ohio, praying 
the Congress to prohibit the transportation and opening of the 
mail on the Sabbath, having attended to the duty assigned them, 
respectfully report : 

" That the importance of the subject, and the motires which 
actuate so large a portion of their fellow-citizens, are duly re- 
garded and appreciated. Were the practice of the transporta* 
tion of the mail on ervery day of the week now commenced, and 
that of opening it on the Sabbath under no regulations, the 
committee would consider it necessary to make some legislative 
provision on the subject. The General Government, from its 
establishment, has pursued a system of causing the mail to be 
transported on the Sabbath, on the great roads leading throu^ 
and across the country, while the practice has been avoided en 
nmtes of less importance. The pi^lic convenience has justified 
these measures, in view of the government" 

The public convenience justifies the violation of the fourth 
commandment ! He next refers to the objectionable law, and 
Ihe regulations relative to delivering letters out of the ordinary 
teason for divine service, and concludes with presuming that the 
Postmaster-General will continue this regulation ; and consider- 
ing that our country* is engaged in war, deems it not advisable 
to pass AKT LAW ou the subject matter of the petitions. 

Report of Mr, Mills. 

^ 14th Congress. No. 1. (In the Appendix.) 2d Session. 

Mb. Mills communicated to the House of Representatives 
the following report, dated March 1, 1817 : 

" The committee to whom was referred sundry petitions, from 
different parti of the United States, praying that Congress 
would prohibit, by law, the transportation and opening of the 
mail on the Sabbath, ask leave to report : That they have de- 
voted that attention to the said petitions, which the importance 
of the subject, and the motives which actuated so respectable a 
portion of their fellow-citizens, seemed to require." 

Then fdlow a number of inquiries proposed to Retum J. 
Meigs, Postmaster-General, the last of which is, ^* Would the 
prohibiticm of the transportation and opening of the mail on the 
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Sabbath essentially impede the arrangements of your depart- 
ment, or mjnre the public interest ?" 

[This inquiry in^lies that the law of the Sabbath must bow 
to Fostoffice arrangements and public interest The Postmaster- 
Greneral, in his answer, after refeiring to the existing laws, al- 
ready quoted, to the ^ort time occupied in deliirering letters, and 
to the detention of the mail as a general loss of one-seventh part 
of time, remarks,] " The usage c^ transporting the mail cm the 
Sabbath is coeval with the government under the present Con- 
stitution of the United States, though the practice of delivering 
letters on the Sabbath is of tnore recent origin, and commenced in 
1810." He concludes in the following language : " The contents 
of the mail are not confined to public dispatches, nor to subjects 
of private business or pleasure. Thasame mail which transpwts 
such, equally accelerates supplies to want, consolation to afflic* 
tion, and to piety evangelical ccnrespcHidence ; and thus, per- 
formiilg works of charity, it may be considered as doing good 
an the $ahhath day,^^ [WjDnder if the General Government 
would think it worth the while to maintain Sunday mails for 
the benevolent purpose of " conveymg. supplies to want, conso- 
lation to affliction," &c.] 

'* In addition to the foregoing letter [from the Postmaster- 
General,] the conmiittee beg leave to observe, that they cor- 
dially agree with the petitioners in the importance of a religious 
observance of the Christian Sabbath — an institution calculated 
to afford an opportunity for relaxation from labor and worldly 
cares ; for r^flecticoi upon serious and moral subjects ; for devout 
adoration of the Creator and Govemor of the world ; for acts of 
charity and benevolence, and for the exercise and improvement 
of all those virtues which adorn the nature and contribute to the 
happiness of man." 

The following remark and resections close the report : 
" But, although the committee believe it necessary to con- 
tinue the transportation of the mail, they do not perceive that 
the same necessity exists for the delivery of letters at the re- 
spective Postoffices on the Sabbath. They therefore report the 
following resolutions : 
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" Resolved^ That it is inexpedient, at this time, to pass any 
law respecting the transportation of the mail. 

" Resolvedy That provision be made, by law, to prohibit the 
delivery of letters at the respective Postoffices of the United 
States on the Sabbath." 

From this time no public proceedings in relation to Sunday 
mails are found till 1829. From the Report of Mr. Johnson, of 
Eennicky, communicated to the Senate of the Twentieth Con* 
gress, at their second session, January 19th, 1829, it appears, 
that numerous petitions, similar to the above, had then been 
received, and referred to a committee. 

This was the period of the pioneer effort, in the westem part 
of the State of New York, and of general interest awakened in 
behalf of the Christian Sabbath. 

Petitions were also presented, in great numbers, to the House 
of Representatives of the same Congress, and referred to the 
Committee on Postoffices and postroads. Their chairman, the 
Hon. Samuel McE^ean, tommunicated to the House a report 
thereon, February 3d, 1829. This report speaks in respectful 
temis of the petitioners, and of their motives-— of the high im- 
portance of the Sabbath, civilly as well as religiously — of its 
recognition by the United States* Government, &c. fee. It then 
introduces a train of reasoning, somewhat analogous to that al* 
ready objected to in the reports above commented upon, and 
closes with remarks and a resolution in favor of a repeal of the 
law requiring Postmasters to ddiver letters, &c. on Sunday. 

In connection with this report is found a communicatian to 
the Chairman, from the Hon. John McJjEan, Postmaster-G-en- 
eral, dated January 19th, 1829, answering several interrogato- 
ries in relation to the pecuniary income, the speed of the mail, 
and the effects on commercial interests, should the prayer of the 
petitioners be granted. Speaking of the commencement of 
Sunday mails, Mr. McLean says, " A daily mail has been in 
operation, on some routes, almost ever since the organization of 
this department under the Federal Government'* From this 
language, it is obvious, that its author supposed the transporta- 
tion of the mail on Sunday in this cotmtry, was not *' coeval 
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with the estahlishment of the Fostc^ce departmait," as has 
heeii stated. 

It should he recollected^ that in a nnmher of instances, the 
committees of -Congress, while they opposed the passage of a 
law prohibiting the transportation of the mail on Sunday, hare, 
nevertheless, heen in favor of a repeal of the clause compelling 
Postmasters to deliver letters, &c., on that day, and have re- 
commended the repeal of the same, — the very clause complained 
of in the petitions of 1838 and 1839. 

The Hon. W. T. Barry, Postmaster-General, communicated 
to the Twenty-first Congress, first session, March 4th, 1830, " a 
statement of the post-routes within the United States on which 
the mail is transported on Sunday." The number, according to 
this report, was nearly 300 — extending through the whole coun- 
try, on all the great thoroughfares. What an astonishing 
amount of Sabbath desecration must have resulted. The in- 
cfease of these mails, since that time, has heen great, and must 
he greater still. When we contrast the temporal and spiritual 
interests of all those engaged in this demoralizing practice, with 
the pecuniary benefits^ derived to the nation, or to individuals, 
can any one, properly enlightened, for a moment doubt the -in* 
utility and inexpediency of such a measure ? It destroys mo- 
rality and good order, mental and physical energy, and the 
brightest prospects of the undymg soul. 

Although Sunday mails may give teniporary pleasure and 
profit to feWf they bring bankruptcy and etemal pain on many* 
And that man who -demands a Sunday mail can he neither a 
philanthropist, a patriot, nor-a consistent Christian. Is not he 
a Sabbath breaker, as well as the man who car]:ie8,«or opens 
and distributes it ? Hear what Dr. Adam Clark, in his com- 
mentary, says o£.the Sabhath breaker. " Those who habitually 
disregard its [the Sabbath's] moral obligations, are, to a man, 
not only good for nothing, but are wretched in themselves, a 
curse to society, and often end their lives miserably." What 
has God said ccmceming them ? To such an inquiry, the friends 
ci Sunday mails strenuously object, as. is apparent from the fol** 
lowing passage in Mr.. Johnson's first report, " The petitioners 
appear, in many instances, to lay it down as an scxiom, that the 
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practice is a violatioii of die law of Grod.'* But can the tnie 
philantfaippist and the consistent Christian, though thejr he 
'^ civil legislators merely," overlook the hearing of such ques- 
tions on the moral and political destinies of those for whom they 
legislate ? Even if Ccmgress refuse to prohibit Sunday mails, by 
law, they should not require of any man labor on that day. 
And, by example, they ought in all things to lend their influ- 
ence to suS^tain an institutioD, on which rests the hope, not only 
of the Christian, but of the patriot and the world. 

The nex^ documoit to which we come, is the Report of Hon. 
R. M. Johnson, communicated to the House of Representatives, 
Maich 4th and 5th, 1830, at the first sessic» of the Twenty-first 
Congress.^ This report partakes of the same sophistry and vitu- 
peration of the cfDB made to the Senate in 1829. It has already 
been reviewed by able m^i, -and -shown to be most unkind, un- 
hiti and unchristian. Satan never accomplished a greater tem- 
porary victory over this institution, through any agency, in any 
country, unless the infidelity of France be an exception, than 
was accomplished by this and the former reports. As he seme- 
mes transforms himself into an angel of light, that he may the 
better succeed in his nefarious designs, so do these reports. 
They admit just enough of the truth of the Christian religion, 
and of the importance of the Sabbath, to throw the reader <jIS 
his guard ; an4 then, by bold and unfounded assumpticms, by 
^se premises and wrong conclusions, lead him to think that 
the writer is contending, legitimately, against a reality, and not 
Maciously, against a figment of his disordered imagination. 
But no discriminating mind, and especially no 'enlightened Chris- 
tian can fail to see in these reports blank infidelity, touching 
this institution, and the right of God to require its observance. 

It is gready to be desired, that the writers of these reports 
may see the error of the course they have pursued, and repent 
(^it, though diey can never make amends for all the evil brought 
on the nation through these instrumentalities. 

Report of Hon. Mr, McCreery^ 

The Hon. Mr. McCbeebt, of the same committee, submit- 
ted his views on this subject to the House, March 5th, 1630, de- 
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fending the aspersed charaeter, impugned motiTes, and misrepre- 
sented views of the petitionee ; as well as the principles for 
which they contended. It is a document too sensible, candidi 
and too much in point, to be withheld from the reader. 

" All Christian nations acknowledge the first day of the wedi 
to be the Sabbath. Almost every state in this Union has, by 
positive legislation, not only recognized this day as sacred, but 
has forbidden its profanation under penalties imposed by law. 

*' It was never considered by any of those states as an en- 
croachment upon the rights of conscience, or as an improper in- 
terference with the opinions'of the few, to guard the sacredness 
of that portion of tin^ acknowledged to be holy by the many. 

" The petitioners ask not Congress to expound the moral law; 
they ask not Congress to meddle with theological controversies, 
much less to interfere with the rights of the Jew, or the Sabba- 
tarian ; or to treat with the least disrespect the religious feel- 
ings of any portion of the- inhabitants of the Union ; they ask 
the introduction of no religious coercion into our civil institu- 
tions ; no blending of civil and religious affairs ; but they do ask 
that the agents of G{)vemment, employed in the Postoffice De- 
partment, may be permitted to enjoy the same opportunities of 
attending to moral and religious instruction, or intellectual im- 
provement, on that day which is enjoyed by the rest of their fel- 
low-citizens. Xhey approach the Govemment, not for personal 
emolument, but as patriots and Christians, to express their high 
sense of the moral energy and necessity of the Sabbath for the 
perpetuity of our republican institutions, and respectfully request 
that Congress will not, by legislative enactments, impair these 
energies. 

" Among the many reasons which might be advanced, that it 
is both expedient and a duty to grant the prayer of the petition- 
ers, the following only are submitt^ : — 

" The petitioners ask the enactmoit of no law establishing 
the first day of the week as the Christian Sabbath ; they (xily 
ask the extension and application to one department of Grovem- 
ment, of a principle, which is recognized, and has, since the foun- 
dation of our Govemment, been acknowledged in every other de- 
partment. The principle embraced in the petitions has been re- 
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oogmzed by Congress, by adjouming over the first day of the 
week. ♦ * All the other Executive Departments of Grovem- 
ment are closed on that day. Congress has never, by this, con* 
sidered itself expounding the moral law, or as introducing any 
religious coercion into our civil institutions ; or making any in* 
novations on the religious rights of the citizens ; or settling, by 
legislation, any theolc^cal question that may exist between 
Jews, Sabbatarians, and other denominations. The good of so- 
dety requires the strict observance of one day in seven. Palcy, 
and other writers on moral philosophy, have shown, that the 
resting of men every seventh day ; their winding up their lap 
bors and concerns once in seven days ; their abstraction from the 
afiairs of the world, to improve their minds and converse with 
iheiT Maker ; their orderly attendance on public worship and in- 
straction, have a direct and powerful tendency to improve the 
morals and temporal happiness of mankind. 

** The wise and good Ruler of the Universe made the appoint- 
ment, not by a mere arbitrary exercise of authority, but for our 
good ;- and, whatever difference of opinion may exist in respect 
to the proper day to be observed, almost all agree that one day 
in seven should be devoted t6 religious exercises. That being 
admitted, can any thing be more reasonable than the request of 
the petitioners, that at least so much of the law should be re- 
pealed as requires the Postoffice to be kept open every day of the 
week ? Does not the enactment of that law plainly imply that 
mankind are under no moral obligation to refrain from secular 
labor on any day of the week ? Is it not in direct opposition to the 
received opinion of almost all professing Christians ? It is to that 
part of the law, more particularly, which requires, in terms, all 
the Postmasters throughout the United States to deliver letters, 
packets, and papers on every day of the week, to which the mi- 
iK)rity of your committee object; and which is most offensive to 
the petitioners. In this statute is at once seen a palpable en- 
croachment on the rights of conscience.- It either drives every 
man who feels himself morally bound to observe the Sabbath in 
a religious manner, from the service of his country, and oqual 
participation in her favors, or subjects him to the hard terms of 
remaining in office at the expense of his principles. It is freely 
4 
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acknowledged that wwks of necessity and mercy are not forl^ 
den; and if the transportation of the ipail on Sunday could be 
justified on that ground, (which is not admitted,) it cannot be 
contended that the keeping open oflSces where no mail arriyesca. 
that day, is the work of necesaity. 

^ The arguments which have been urged for the tnuu^KMrt** 
tion of the mail, &c. <»i the Sabbath, are mainly derived fimn 
commercial conyenience, and from alleged derangement of bosir 
ness and intercourse. This doctrine militates again9t the first 
principles of good morals. If these are important at all, they 
are paramount to the claims of expediency ; but this plea makes 
them subservient to the pressure of worldly businessi, and con^ . 
verts them into mere questions of profit and loss. 

^' The prayer of the petitioners cannot interfere with the reli- 
gious feelings <» consciences of any ixnrtion of the citizens, be- 
cause they ask no service to be perfonned, no principle to be pran 
fessed. It is only asked that certain duties be not required on a 
certain day. Were it imposing any service, as requiring the 
profession of any opinions, those whose religious sentiments 
w»e difiierent, might justly complain. But he who conscien- 
tiously believes that he is bound to observe the seventh day of the 
week, in a religious maimer, can have no just reason to comi^iain^ 
because Grovemment takes nothing from him in permitting all 
classes of citizens to observe the first day of the week as a day 
of religious rest. The case would be quite different, did the pri- 
vilege of resting aa that day, impose any thing on any class of 
citizens contrary to their ccmscience. 

" Therefore, Resolved, that it is expedient to grant the pray» 
of tbe petitioiiers." 

(Signed) " Wm. McCiuaBiBT." 

In order to place before the reader more fully the arguments 
of the petitions and remonstrances against Sunday maib, a few 
extracts firom some of those presented in 1829, will now be eub^ 
joined. 

From Newark, N. /., Dec. 10th, 1829. 
* * " That your memorialists conscientiously believe that the 
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people of these United States, in their national capacity and 
character, constitute a Christian nation ; if a Christian nation, 
then our Goveniment is a Christian Goyemment, a government 
formed and established by Christians, and therefore bound by the 
word of God, not at liberty to contravene his laws, nor to act ir- 
respectively of the obligations we owe to him. * * * 

'* Your memorialists do not ask a legislative act, or any gov- 
emmental declaration that Sunday shall be kept holy ; they only 
ask that the existing laws, requiring any part of that day to be 
appropriated to secular business in the Postoffice Depart- 
ment, * * may be repealed." 

From North Carolina, December, 1829. 

* * " The practice of thus violating one of the express com- 
mands of God, having the sanction of the constituted authorities 
oi the Government, assumes a national character, and may be 
justly called a national sin — the awful consequences of which 
are so often detailed in the sacred volume. * * 

^^ To put a stop to this practice is not to impose restraint on 
the rights of any, but rather to remove a restraint which is 
grievous to many ; it is to give liberty to all to enjoy the rest and 
privileges of that sacred day ; and to terminate a practice, the 
example of which your memorialists humbly conceive to be in- 
jurious to the morals of the people. * * 

'^ By the observance or profanation of the Sabbath, the stan> 
dard of morals is regulated in every Christian land ; and in pro- 
portion as Christian morals prevail, the people are happy and 
the country prosperous ; and if the bond of union, which holds 
our beloved country together, is ever dissolved, (which may 
Heaven avert !) it will be by first throwing off all religious and 
moral restraints. * * No nation has ever suffered by cherishing 
the spirit of Christ ; but many have been ruined by giving place 
to a contrary spirit. * * It would be too much to say (and it is 
now too late to say it) that ther^ shall be no legislative sanc- 
tions to enforce the laws of God ; the stamte book of the nation 
fiounishes too many instances of such sanctions, now to call in 
question the right. And if, in copying the laws of God, your 
honorable body can say (without approaching the awful whirl- 
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pool of church and state) that murder is a crime, and shall be 
punished with death, where, your memorialists would respect- 
fully ask, is the danger in saying, after the same example, that 
the violation of the Christian Sabbath is a sin, and ought not to 
be countenanced ? But, in truth, the subject matter of this me- 
morial does not involve the question of Church and State, but of 
morality and State; And in sudi an union as the latter, all * * 
would have much cause to rejoice." 

From the County of Williamson and others^ Tenn, 

" We usurp powers of the G-eneral Govemment to disturb the 
Sabbath's rest, which the States have never granted ; and we 
interfere with their constant use of powers, to protect its rest, 
which they have reserved to themselves. We brand our nation 
with a dishonorable inconsistency ; virtually declaring, it is from 
no regard to the authority of the Most High, that we suspend, 
on the Sabbath, our legislative and judicial business. * * We 
entice thousands of our citizens from their duty to God, to their 
families, to society, and their own souls, on the Sabbath, to work 
for unlawful gain ; or to amuse themselves and their acquaint- 
ances with the news just brought from a distance by the Sab- 
bath mail. We assume jurisdiction over religious concerns in 
opposition to the genius of our free and tolerant constitution, and 
to our own profession ; and, under the plea of avoiding a reli- 
gious establishment, which no man asks for, and which the 
truly religious would most deplore, we make an irreligious es- 
tablishment, against the authority and observance of the whole 
decalogue ; for, to offend deliberately, in one point, is to be 
guilty of all. Thus we spread a disastrous influence over our 
numerous population throughout the whole land ; we entail a 
bitter experience of its direful effects upon the next generation ; 
and tempt the God of the Sabbath to send down his fearful 
judgments upon our rising nation, without delay and without 
cessation. 

" In doing all this, we sin against light. Neither the people 
in general, nor those who represent them, are at liberty to plead 
ignorance. We all know, or may know, that the decalogue is 
the permanent moral law of the Almighty Ruler of nations in 
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his imcoiitrollable goTenunent oyer us ; that the four command- 
ments which pomt out our duty to Gkid, lie at the foundation of 
die six ^iich point out our duty to men ; that the fourth, which 
requires our keeping holy to the Lord one day in seren, is at 
sacred and perpetual as any of the ten. * * * * On its fiiithful 
observance, in every community fitvored with it, depends the 
prospect that the people will understand, love, and obey the 
other precepts of the decalogue; or that they will ever be re- 
strained from the most lawless and destructive immorality. 

** {n the infinite benignity of the Deity, the Sabbath was made 
for man — all mankind. It consults their best interests for time 
and eternity. It communicates their most important informa* 
tion. It originates and cherishes their best affections. It im- 
parts the Happiest direction to their moral conduct in aU the re» 
ktioDs of public and private life. It supplies the only adequate 
cement to human society. It controls the wicked, and protects 
the good. It is the anchor of the nation's safety and prosperity. 
Loose its moorings, and you involve millions m the consequent 
diipwreck. While Ood visits our woild in mercy, it will be a 
sign and a witness between, him and men, how they fed. and 
conduct towards eadi other. Sanctified by any people to its 
proper use, it will bring upon them a blessing in its train ; or 
proianed, a curse ; and sudi a blessing, or such a curse, as shall 
comport with the mi^sty of its Almighty Lord, and the impor- 
tance he attaches to this signal institution. The united testi- 
mony of prophecy, history, and observation, confirm this antici- 
pation. 

^ Hence it is manifest, that, by the transportatum of the mail 
and the opening^f die Posto$ces, by law, on ihe Sabbath, we 
make an incalculable sacrifice of principle, charyster, blessing, 
and prospect ; while we are .supported by no plea of necessity 
or mercy; or by no better than that of mere temporal conve- 
nienoe and woildly gain.*' 

From PkUaJ^kia^ Perm. 

^ Your memorialists cannot but think that the enactment of 
Tvhich they pray an appeal is a virtual infiraction of the Consti- 
tution of the United States; and they ask no more than a resto- 
4* 
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ration of its integrity. * * * * A religious, or rather an irreli- 
gious test, appears to your memorialists to be in this case imposed, 
and equal rights to be plainly and injuriously denied to a large 
portion of the community. * * 

" Now we believe that nearly all, if not the whole, of the 
confederating States, at the time they adopted the Federal Con- 
stitution, had laws in existence, and which still exist, explicitly 
prohibiting such acts as constantly take place in the conveyancei 
of the mail, and the transaction of business at the Fostoffices cm 
Sunday ; nor has the power of repealing these laws ever been 
surrendered to the Federal Legislature. Yet they are in effect 
repealed ; for they are completely set a»de by that part of the 
Fostof&ce law to which your memorialists refer. The example, 
moreover, which is every week exhibited of a total disregard to 
the day of sacred rest, in the traveling of the mail under the 
countenance of a national act, is of more pernicious influence 
than can easily be set forth. It renders impracticable the effect- 
ual execution of mif of the State laws, by which a due observ- 
ance of the Lord's day is enjoined ; so that the utter disregard 
and desecration of that day, seems likely soon to ensue, if the 
example which has been, and still is, a principal cause of the 
evil shall not be withdrawn. * * 

" And why, let your memorialists be permitted to ask, should 
the numerous individuals employed in the Fostoffice Departp 
ment, be deprived, as they are, of the rest and the other privi- 
leges, which their fellow citizens of all descriptions enjoy, by the 
suspension of their ordinary engagements for one day in seven ? 
No necessity or efficient cause for this p^uliarity, your memo- 
rialists are persuaded, can be as^gned, even i£ the paramount 
consideration gf the sacredness of the day should be left out of 
view. * * • • 

'' Finally, your memorialists are under the solemn conviction, 
that the preservation of all our free institutions, in their purity 
and integrity, if not in their very^ existence, is deeply involved in 
this subject No maxim in pditics is better established, than 
that virtue and good morals are the only basis on which a free 
govemma^t can permanently rest ; and no truth is more cl^ 
or important, than that which was inculcated in the farewell 
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address of the Father of his country — ^that morality cannot be 
presenred without religion ; and to this it may with truth as 
i]Dquesti<»iably, be added, that without a Sabbath, a day of sa- 
cred rest, religion cannot be maintained in an extensive commu- 
nity. Do we then ask that Congress should interpose to main- 
tain it ? No ; we repeat that we only ask' that Congress may 
not permit the law of the United States to destroy it. We en- 
treat that the law of our country may not be permitted to un- 
dermine and prostrate the palladium of its freedouL" 

From Kentucky. 

" It is sufficient for the purpose of your memorialists, that the 
&ct exists of abstinence from labor on the Sabbath in all couik 
tries, where Christianity or ciyilization has prevailed ; and that 
the day has been recognized and respected in every Government 
in such countries ; and almost every code of human laws there 
adopted has acknowledged the sanctity of the day. The example 
of the Government, whose organs we addres%tfan be quoted on 
this subject Congress ceases from their deliberations, Courts 
adjourn, and the President and all the Executive Departments 
close their offices on that day, except that portion of executive 
power placed under the Postmaster-General, which, contrary to 
the general rule, is on thaf day in busy operaticxi.. To open all 
these offices, and to set all these departments to the exercise of 
their duties on the Sabbath, would be resisted by the sense of 
the American people ; and your memorialists cannot see that 
the exception alluded to, as practised, is any better in principle 
than such conjoint labor would be in every Departmental 

"Your memoQadists protest against the States supporting, 
aiding, or being united to the Church ; and thej also protest 
against the civil power being used to trample down or persecute 
the Church, ot to weaken and destroy one church duty. * * 
We know Congress cannot, and ought not, to enforce the duties 
of the Sabbath. We ask them not tp do this ; but we ask them 
to keep their hands from pullingr down, destroying, and disre- 
garding a day, the duties of which are esta})lished by another, 
adiih infinitely superior power. It is no act of positive legisla- 
tion in favor of the Sabbath, or any other religious duty, that we 
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fldiat We ask the National Legialatare to act negatively ; to 
retire from tlie eontroversy, and to repeal a law which has vio- 
lated what is admitted by Christians to be a religious duty. * * 

*^ Other countries in Christendom respect the day, even with 
their mail intercourse ; and we regret that our own €k)yemment 
is, in this re!^>eet, almost a sditary exception to the practice of 
suspension of Sabbath labor. * * In almost all, if not every 
State code, the Sabbath is recognized, and penalties inflicted on 
its breach. * ♦ 

** Now your memorialists would urge the impropriety of Caor 
gress expressly authorizing acts to be done on the Sabbath, 
which vic^te all these State codes. Can Congress, by one or 
tifo sentences, in regulating her Postoffice Department, virtui^y 
rq^eal and annul all these State laws? If they come into cd- 
lision, which is to yield ? If the State officer, in execution of a 
State law, stops the mail, which is forbidden by thsat law to 
travel an the State soil, wiU the discretion vested by act of Con« 
gress in the PostMaster-€^eneral, to direct mails to travel at all 
hours, i^^otect the traveler, annul the State law, and paralyze the 
power of the proeecuting officer?" * ♦ 

From Alexandria^ X>. C. 

/< Your memorialiBts regard the inAitution of the Sabbath as 
one of the most striking proofe of Divine beneficence ; and as 
affording the only adequate means for preserving the fear of 
God, the sanctity (deaths, genuine personal integrity, and pvAh 
lie morals ; and our civil and political principles. * * 

'' Th^ friends of religion and virtue have witnessed the in- 
crease of immorality with deep regret and solicitude ; and they 
are constrained to believe that it is in vain for the friends of 
good order to attempt to protect this hdiy day from profanation, 
while the Government allows the mails to be carried an Sundays, 
and requires Postmasters to deliver letters, papers, and packets, 
* on every day of the week.' We feel that we have a right to 
look for example to the Government of that people who have 
often called diemselves the most virtuous people on earth ; to 
hope that those whom they have clothed with power, will not 
longer permit a practice which is continually undermining the 



SUNSAT UAIL& 45 

morals, and consequoitly endangering the liberties of the nap 
tion. 

^ Your memorialists can look upon a disregard of the Sabbath 
in no other light than as the first step on the road to crime ; and 
they believe with that distinguished commentator, Judge Black* 
stone, that the profanation of that day is an offence against God 
and religion. The records of the criminal courts of all nations 
will show that a disregard of the Sabbath and its sacred dudes 
has been .the commencement of a departure firom those princi- 
ples which are the best protection against crime. Moral de- 
linquency, in any country, increases in a ratio with the pro&na- 
tian of the Sabbath. It has been said by the adroeates of 
transporting the mail and opening it on Sunday, if this was not 
done, it -w^ould be violated by individuals hiring and sending ex- 
presses. This may be done, * * yet, will the violatioii of the 
Sabbath by individuals, excuse the G-ovemment of a people, who 
call themselves Christians, for giving sanction by their laws and 
practice to the profanation of a day set apart by the positive 
command of God for holy duties ? With as much propriety 
might the Government excuse the passage of laws authorizing 
the violation of each of the other commandments, by pleading 
the practice of individuals. * * 

" We do not solicit you to put a stop by public laws to private 
sins ; but, by example, to arrest a great national sin, founded in 
a practice sanctioned and commanded by the 6oveinm«it, which 
practice is in opposition to the best interests of our country ; to 
the laws of a holy and merciful God; to the rights of the reli- 
gious portion of the community; and even to the rights of the 
brate creation." 

From Augusta^ Maine. 

" Let the Christian Sabbath cease to be observed as a day of 
rest from secular labors, and of devotion to the offices of religion, 
and the influence of religious prineiple would.soon be at an end. 
But public sentiment in favor of the Sabbath must be sustained 
and strengthened by the manifestaticm of respect for it, in the 
oflScial acts of the Government * * 

" But it has been alleged, that if the transportation of the mail, 
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and the opening of the Postoffices, on the Sabbath, should cease, 
it would occasion an interraption of public and private business ; 
prodnctiye of evik which no justly-to^be^anticipated good can 
eoontenrail. To this objection we reply, that if it had been 
usnal to hold coorts of justice and to transact legislative business 
on the Sabbath, it would be deemed a great detriment to the 
public and private interests to suspend their proceedings on that 
day; and arguments of as much weight might have been urged, 
and with «qual confidence and zeal, as are now offered against 
the prayer of oar petition. But will it be insisted, that saspen- 
acn of business in those instances should not have occurred, and 
oug^t not to be sanctioned ? Is not the reason of the thing as 
sdong and cpnclusive in the one case as in the other ? * * 

" We deei^y feel, that it is an object of the greatest import to 
pnpitiate the fiivor and blessing of Him, whose smiles give 
pnMperity to every enterprise, and whose frown rendereth abor- 
tive every pvrpose.*' 

From Boston^ Mass, 

''That your memorialists^ m commoa. with multitudes c^ 
their feDow cttiseos m all parts of the United States, regard the 
observance of the Christian Sabbath as preeminently conducive 
to the prevalence d good morals, intelligence, and happiness ; 
as tending to se<nire ttnd perpetuate all the Uessmgs of a free 
Gkwenuaeat, and as incomparably the best and most powerftd 
means of inreserving good order in the community, and of pro- 
moling the public prosperity. On the other hand, they consider 
the desecration of the Sabbath as a great evil, which, if it 
diould become universal, or nearly so, would be followed by 
general ignorance, licentiousness and vice; and in such a state 
of things, it would be impossible to sustain our republican insti- 
ttttioDBB, or those religious privileges, which are more valuable 
than life itself. 

*' Your memorialists cannot bm lament, that any thing should 
be done by the authority of the General Grovemment, which 
tends to diuikiiidi the sanctity of a dirme institutim, or to weak- 
en the bands of public morality. They TespectfhUy and earnest- 
ly request, therefore, that so much of the Postoffice kw as re- 
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quiiBs Fostdffices to be k^t apm oa the Sabbath, may be re- 
pealed; and that the laws of the several States now in existenee 
fa the piotectioa ai the Sabbath, may not be Tidated by the 
Postoffice establishment^ nor by any branch, of the public serviee. 

^Your memorialists * * complain that the present law^ 
which requires Fostoffices to be kept open on the Sabbath, it, 
as they conceiTe, uneonstitutioDaL Of the conatitation. of the 
United States, it is a fundamoital principle, that powers not 
given to the Greneral Government, either expreeaiy or by ftir in^ 
plication, cannot be exercised by that GrOTemment Bat no 
power is thus given to the General Grovemment to encroach 
upon the religious {Nrivileges of the people. From the first s^t- 
tleroent of this country, the privilege of keeping the Sabbath 
withoot interruption has been esteemed- moot valuable, and 
would not, at any time, have been voluntarily surrendered. * * 

"Should it be said, that the transportation of the mail, and 
the keeping open of the Fostofi^es on the Sabbath, are works 
of necessity, the assertion is sufficiently refuted by these faots^ 
^: that, during a great part of the period of our national ex- 
istence, the mail has not been transported, and Fostoffices have 
not been kept open cm the Sabbath ; that many ofr our most en- 
terprising merchants habitually refine to take their letters firom 
the office on that day ; and that in the greatest commercial eat' 
poinm in the world, the Fostoffice is not opened, nor is any 
inail made up or received there on the Sabbath. There is sup- 
posed to be five times as much commercial intercourse between 
London and Liverpool, as between New York and Philadelphia ; ' 
and yet no mail leaves London for Liverpool between Saturday 
evening and Monday evening. * * 

''If Congress has power to make the servants of the public 
labor on the Sabbath in one Department, it has equal power in 
all other Departments. Fut would it be tolerated in this Chris- 
^ community, that courts of justice and •custom-houses should 
^ open on the Sabbath, and that all public offices under the 
^eral Government should be heldby men who have no regard 
to that day, in exclusion of all who reverence the sanccuary, 
and remember the Sabbath to keep it holy? Is a conseiea- 
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ttous attachment to religious observances a disqualification for 
office ? ♦ * 

''The proper management of the Postoffice requires the 
agency of men of integrity ; and it caimot be good policy to 
lessen any of the sanctions by which honesty and fidelity are 
preserved 

<' The transaction of public business by the transportation and 
opening of the mails tends constantly and powerfully to increase 
the number of those who do not observe the Sabbath, and ulti- 
mately to destroy the public influence of that divine institution 
altogether. 

* * "If these habits and practices should continue to increase, 
nothing can be clearer than that the restraints of religion vnll be 
removed from the community at large, and either cease to exist, 
or be consigned to a comparatively small number of retired and 
obscure individuals. 

'' No legislator should be ignorant that those members of the 
community who utterly disregard the Sabbath, are soon brought 
to make it a day of dissipation and riot ; and those who have 
thus desecrated the day for any considerable time, are prepared 
for the grossest vices and the most disgraceful crimes. Who 
does not know, that the perpetration of fiaud, theft, arson, burg- 
lary, robbery, and murder, has become firequent in most parts 
of the United States? Who does not know, that these crimes 
are perpetrated, almost ei^elusively, by persons who have long 
been in the habit of violating the Sabbath ? In one of our state 
prisons, containing five or six hundred convicts, particular in- 
quiry was made on this subject. The history of one convict was 
the history of all. They had never observed a Sabbath, or had 
ceased to observe it before they committed the crimes for which 
they were suffering the vengeance of the laws. 

" The system of Government, then, which tends to increase 
the number of Sabbath-breakers, tends to fill our state prisons 
with felcois, and our streets with the cry of violence ; and to 
stain our land with blood. Here is no mistake ; there can be 
none ; and the more this subject is examined, the more irresisti- 
bly wiU it appear, that those who would promote the observ- 
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aQce of the Sabbath, by remoyin^ temptatioos to violate it, are 
the trae boiefactors of their country. * * 

"But your nxemorialists coDceive, that, while t^e General 
Grovemment can make no law for the support of religion, it is 
equally true, that the'General Goyemment ought not to make a 
law, the toidency of which shall be the destruction of both reli- 
gicHi and mc^rality. On this ground the present memorial is offered. 
The eiristipg Postoffice law^yiolates religious obligations; and, 
so&r as it has this effect, it ought to be repealed." 

The foregoing extra<;ts of Petitions,. Memorials, Remon- 
strances,' and Reports, are copied from "The American State 
Papers, Class VII. Post Office Department." 

The reader would be abundantly rewarded by an examination 
of all ^e petitions and memorials which have been presented on 
this subject. A few more of them may be found in the book 
from which the above extracts, were taken; and others, proba- 
bly among the archives of the nation. 

Further extracts from petitions and remonstrances, oa. the 
same subject, and presented at the same time, quoted from a 
small Tract published in New Yojk, 1829, giving ** An account 
of IVIemorials to Congress," &c., will now be added. This Tract 
gives an account of more than four hundred and fifty distinct^pe- 
titions, from more than twenty different s^tes; to which are 
aflSxed the names of qiany of the most distic^ished men in the 
nation, as may be seen by referring to that work. 

From Leroy, 1^ Y. ^ 

" Your petitioners have observed, with deep regret, that the 
more, we are ptospered as a jaatioii, under the smiles of a benign 
Providence, the roxxe are the precepts of our Lord and Savior, 
and the authority of the God of our fathers, openly violated ; 
until, as we have every reason to fear, from the pinnacle of pros- 
perity smd glory, to which the God of heaven hatfi exalted our 
beloved country, we shall, hy out public and national shis, be 
precipitated to the abyss of irreligian and ruin." 
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From Columbia County, Geo* 

" The undersigned do earnestly solicit your hononEble body to 
devise such measures, thaf the transportation of the maU, and 
the opening thereof, and the delivery of letters^ may no longer 
be required on the Sabbath." 

From Greensburgj Beaver County^ Perm. 

** We do not aslc you to put a stop to the iniqtuties prevailing 
in private life ; but to reform those national evils^ that are in 
opposition to the best interests of our country, the law of a hdy 
and'mer&iful God, to the rights of refigious men, and even, to 
the rights of the brute creation." 

FromAockingham County^ iV. C. 

** The undersigned do'vi^w the practice of the Postoffiee es- 
tablishment, relating to the conveyance of the^ails on the Sab- 
bath, as ft grievance, which we think to be ccmtrary to the laws 
of Sacrpd Writ, as well as contrary to the intent and meaning of 
the laws of the United States : We therefore solicit niost humr 
bly of the honorable Congress a redress of the aforeiaid griev- 
ance,^* ■ ■ ' 

From William E. Chcenning and others, Boston, 

" This application, wfe trust, will xkot be misunderstood. We 
do not ask Congress to enforce any season, or form, of public wor- 
ship. We should de^^eca.te, as among the greatest evils, any 
legislation intended to favor the views of a siect, or to establish a 
particular faith. We only pray, that Congress may not counter' 
aetj by its measures^ those instimtioDs whiclT are cherished by 
the conmiuhity, as the means ofpublic and private virtue." 

From AibioHf Maine. . . 
" Your memorialists must confess, that they have a personal 
interest in the subject tp which they are soliciting the attention 
of Congress. They not only wish to preserve their families and 
friends from the contagion of a bad example, and of an allowed, 
customary disregard and contempt of an invaluable institution ; 
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but they are also persuaded, that for national deviations from 
right, emanating from the GrOYemment, a present national retri- 
button is to be apprehended, inasmuch as the^ future reckoning is 
hi individuals, and not for states ; and such puUic retributory 
judgment must fall upon the peoph, and must be borne by your 
memoiialists in common with others." 

From Rowan County,^, C, 
"Your memorialists consider the practice of transporting and 
opening the mail on tthe Sabbath, contrary to tlie. fourth 
cohujlKD in the decalogite ; and that th^ continuance and in- 
crease of our happiness depend on our obedience to the laws of 
Goi" ' ' "... 

From Trenton, N, J. 

" The practice of evening the Postoffice of the United .States, 
on- the Sabbath day, is, in the opinion of your memorialists, a vio" 
lotion of the Divine commandment^ injurious in its effects on the 
public morals, and unsupported by any plea of public necessity 
or convenience ; while it gives just offence to the pzinciples and 
feelings crf'the Christian community." 

From Jersey City, 
** The memorialists do not think it will be expected of them 
to reply at length to the arguments Used in defence of transport 
iDg and opening mails on the Sabbath, and the delivery of letters 
and newspapers at Postoffices ; as the honorable bodies addressed 
will at. once perceive, that an entire suspensic«i of secular bu8i> 
ness on that day would operate impartially on the whole com« 
munity ; that experience demonstrates that the rest of one day 
in seven cohduces alike to a vijgorous prosecution of business and 
to a healthy moral tone ; and that the whole, array of arguments 
in fevor of breaking the ^Sabbath is answered by the solemn 
truth, thart tbe violations of this holy day are contrary to the laws 
of God J and detrimental to the physical, civil, and moral good of 
tlie people." 

Many petitions, from all parts of the Union, were couched in 
the same language. 
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From Saiem^ Mass* 
" Believing, as your petitioners do, that the practice above 
mentioned is a direct infringement of the Diving law, and its ex- 
istence is inconsistent with the character, and a reproach to the 
name of a Christian people; that,its tendency is to subvert the 
institutions of religion, by lessening that respect for them which 
ought ever to be felt and inculcated ; that it exerts a pernicious 
and demoralizing influence upon the eonamunit]^ at large, by 
encoinaging, and, iti efiect, inviting their' attention to secular 
concerns on the Sabbath, to theoieglect, and even the exclusion 
of the appropriate duties of the day ; that, as an open violation 
of an express conmiand of the Supreme Lawgiver, it must be 
offensive in his sight, and may lead to such a general deprava- 
tion of manners, as to cause him to withdraw from us that 
abounding goodness and favor which he has hitherto vouchsafed 
to us as a nation ; and that, from all these considerations, it^calls 
loudly for correction and redress ; — tbey repeat their most 
eamest and respectful request,** &c. 

This form of petition also was much used. 

From Spartanburgh District, S. C. 

" While the arm of Jehovah is lifted for our defence, no ene- 
my can subdue us, or impair our rights. But if the supr^e 
Legislature of this Union, by their act, make it necessary to 
violate the command of God, his justice wjll demand that ade- 
quate punishment be inflicted op our common country. His 
own law He will magnify and make honorable, by inflicting the 
sanction, or honoring those who honor it." 

From Rockbridge Gotmty, Va. 
" Our opinion is based, not only on the firm belief that Grod 
claims that day for his service, but an a firm Belief^ that every 
nation, which generally profanes that holy day by n^lecting to 
keep it, does bring upon itself heavy judgments.'* 

From Hanover County^ Va. 
" Being fully convinced that the blessing of God will be con- 
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fened^oa that natioa which obeys his laws, and that punish- 
ment will be inflicted (m.the disobedient, we have, with mudi 
concern, seen in the Fostdffice Department, that the Sabbath, a 
day which Ged hath commanded to he' kept holy, is broken and 
pn^med." 

From Westmoreland County^ Va, 

" We view with deep regret the public yiolaticm of the Sab- 
bath, in transporting and opening the mail on that day. We 
regard the command to keep the Sabbath holy, binding upon na- 
tksiB, as well is individuals. We are dependent on Divine Pro- 
vidence as a nation, and cannot expect the blessing of God, 
while we act in oppo^tion to his requirements.'' 

' ^ From Newburyport^ Mass. 

'* But, more than, all, by ihese means, an easpiicit command of 
God is violated, and the authority of the Layrgiver set at 
naught, and his righteous displeasure incurred, not against -in- 
dividuals only, who are the ' immediate transgressors; but also 
against the coifimimity and government, which authorities or 
sofftts such, wickedness." 

From Rensselaer County, N, Y. 

" With a few unworthy excepticHis, were the questioil for the 
observance of the Sabbath put to the citizens of the United 
States, it would be Mnammoiw/y carried in the affirmative. Why 
then should this public evil of which we complain, which tends to 
destroy the observance of the Sabbath, and to disturb those who 
do observe it, be supported by Government ?" 

Fr<m St. Lawrence County, N. Y. 
" The toleration, or lather establishment, by the law of the 
land, of this work and labor on the Sabbath, has long been de- 
plored by a. vast-majoirity, it is .believed, of the Christian com- 
munity." - . . 

Frorn the City of Boston. 

'«Aa a people, ^e inhabitants of the United States, if they 
5* 
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were all to speak their tninds^ would demand the preservatioa of 
the Sabhath. They haye the deepest mterest in demanding it; 
for if all the restraints of religion were remored, our naticxial 
prosperity and our political freedom would 9oon depart,- to re- 
turn no more. But ,what could not be 'done directly, and at 
cmce, may be done gradually, and too effectually, if the Sabbath 
should be secularized.** 

From Philadelphia, 

" That the recognition of the Sabbath, in all the instituticms 
of the countty, as is shown in the usages of Congress and of our 
courts of justice, in the execution of the laws, -&c., and the pecu- 
liar sanction with which it is guarded by our State lawsy induce 
your memorialists to hope that the exception to the general 
observance of a day of rest, which is found in the Postoffice De- 
partment, and which is biit of recent practice, will receiVe the 
attention of Congress." 

From Bedford County^ Tenn. 

^ We' rejoice that the sacred institutions of religion are so 
generally respected by' the laws of our highly farored country ; 
yet we regret that the Sabbath, which is the holy of the ^ Lord, 
and honorable, is, by, the authority of the rulers of our natiom 
violated in one important case ; we mean the mail and Post- 
office Department. 

" The laws of our happy coimtry, (that is, the laws of the 
several States,) say, *No work shcdl he done on the Sabbath^ by 
persons of any dass,^— yet the law to whi<^ we refer says, that 
* carriei;s of mails, postmasters, and clerks, shall work on that 

holy day.'" ' / . 

I. 

From John Cotton Smith and others, Conn. 

"Your petitioner^ have long perceived, with the deepest re- 
gret, that the attenipts of the State authorities to enforce the 
due observance of the Sabbath have been greatly obstructed, if 
not defeated, by persons acting under authority derived from 
the Postoffice Department If the General Government actually 
possesses the right thus practically to annul a salutary law of 
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the several States, and, one which is founded upon the Dnmis 
Ck>SHAirD, it is hoped, that at least a spirit, of comity and cgd- 
ciliation will prevent its further exercise. . 

" But your petitioners presume, that no such right is claimed 
by the national legislature, believing, as they do, that no such 
right exists. Surely no express authority to contravene the in- 
junction of the SuFBEME Lawgiver will be found in the national 
charter ; and none is given by implication, unless we admit the 
preposterous conclusion, that the people of these State3, so highly 
distinguished by the favor of the Almighty^ h^ve intentionally 
sanctioned the violation* of his laws. Persuaded, as your peti- 
tioners are, that the regulations of the General Fostoffice, re- 
qdiring mails to be transported and opened on the Lord's day, is 
alike mmecessary and^unauthorized, and confiding in the wisdom 
and piety of the Congress of the United States, tH^ dd moat 
respectftdly and earnestly entreat, that a prompt and ^ectual 
remedy may be provided for the evil of which they, in common 
with all the reflecting portion of our fellow citizens, have just 
reason to complain." 

From Washington County, Pa. 

* * "If these thiiigs are true, have we not reason to depre- 
cate the judgments' of heaven upon our nation, because of the 
extent to which this offence is practiced, under ^ pretence of 
Fostoffice regulations, which are repugnant to the laws of the 
Supreme Governor, and to the municipal eriactments of every 
State in the Union. ' '* 

"Your memorialists would respectfully inquire, upon what 
pretext is the law of God thus disregarded, and his sovereignty 
thus insulted V 

. From Bedford, West Chester County^ N. Y. 

*^ The religions freedom secured by the Constitution to ,every 
citizen^ is inj&inged by a law that offends the consciences of 
mokitudea, ^dexacts from Postmasters and others services for- 
bidden by the religion which most of them profess." 



56 



From the City of Boston, 

** We rejoice in the principles of tmiversal religious ^leradon 
on which our General Government is founded ; and we would 
by no means desire that Congress should ever have the constitu- 
tional power of interfering in matters of religion. All that we 
request is, that the powers^ of the Government^ given for good 
and legitimate objects^ should not be .used to weaken the influ- 
ence of religion, and thus deprive us oj the valuable privileges 
transmitted to us hy our ancestorsJ*^ 

From Bedford County, Tenn, 

<< We humbly canceive these things ought, not so to be, ^nd 
trust that while we as a nation feel ourselves so highly indebt- 
ed to the Giver of all goody you, ip your wisdom, will say, 
* Henceforward there ^all be, in the njail department, no in- 
fringement of the sacred claims of the day of God^' " 

From Winnshoro, Fairfield District, 8, C, 

" It is admitted that virtue is essential to the existence of a 
free government, and civil institutions; that dissipation of mo- 
rals, if it become general, would soon shake the foundation of 
our national edifice, and sweep away our c^vil privileges. As 
the Sabbath is the grand instru^ient of giving tone and direction 
to morals, its strict observance we regard ^as all-important to 
sustain the civil liberties of our country." 

From, the Postmaster at Otter Bridge, Bedford County, Va,, 
and vicinity. 

" Your memorialists would beg leave to suggest, that the sta- 
bility and prosperity of our happy government depend, in a great 
Bieasure, on the intelligence, morality, and virtue of the people ; 
that religion exalteth a nation ; that sin is a reproach to any 
people ; and fhf^i it is th6 direct way to call- down the vengeance 
of heaven, when h\iman .laws are made to yidate the lawB of 
God." 
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From Wm. E. Ckaiining and others^ Boston, 

' " We- regard the institutioiis of religion as important means 
of promoting that piety and virtue^ on which the security t>f our 
rights and liberties chiefly depends ; and we cannot but hope, 
that the sanction of government will not be given to measures, 
which threiaten'to impair their salutary influence." 

From the City of Boston, 

" Your memorialists would respectfully remind your honor* 
able bodies, that the whole current of history and observation is 
in lavor of the influence of * the Sabbadi upon the temporal pros- 
perity of communities ; that wherever this day has been conse- 
crated to religious instruction, and to the duties of public and 
priyate worship, the people have been distinguished for industry, 
peaceable habits, and especially for that inteHjgence and per* 
sooal virtue, that sense of justice, of individual rights, and of the 
responsibility of julers and private men to the Sovereign Ruler 
of all, which are essential to the existence of a free government,'^ 

From Peri*y County ^ Ohio. . ^ 

^ Tour memorialists represent, that the proper observance of 
the Sabbath, is no less a matter of sound policy, than of true 
piety ; that good and pious men are scandalized by the growing 
disregard of such wise observance ; and that the transportation 
and opening of the mails on that day have a direct tendency^ to 
destroy, in the minds of men, that piety and morality, so neces- 
sary to be cherished by a HsipuBLiCAN people." . 

From Atwater, Portage County^ Ohion ^ 

" The undersigned, deeply solicitous for the welfereof our be- 
loved country, and for the continued enjoyment and higher pos- 
session of that liberty, which constitutes her most distingui^ed 
characteristic ; and folly believing that an encouragement to the 
due observance of the Christian Sabbath, in all the laws of our 
land, is essential to the proper security of her liberties, beg leave 
to present the following memorial, respectfully and earnestly 
sdkiting your attention, as the constituted guardians of our re- 
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pablic, to what we consider an eyjl, tending to the subtersion 
ci her freedomy her interests, and her happin^s ; besides operat- 
ing, in some measure- at least, as a present infringement upon 
the liberties of a portion of our fellow citizens." 

From Ira David, Postmaster, and others, Vt. 

" The observance of the commandment of God to keep holy 
the Sabbath day, we consider as necessary to national as to tn- 
ddvidual prosperity." 

Prom Huntington County, Penn, 

<<Webelieye these practices [transporting ^and opening the 
mail,] to be injurious to the morals of a free people, and danger- 
ous in their influence on the civil institutions of our countiy ; 
that, in a Christian land, where the govemment of Grod is re- 
cognized, the observance of this day should be held sacred ; a^d 
that the extensive vicdation of it, involves4A6 destruction ofeivjl 
liberty t and is contrary to the laws of Grod,'and detrimental to 
the physical, civil, and moral good of the people." 

From. Zdsbmt, Conn* 

" We believe mcnrality and religion to be essential to the wd' 
fare of our republic ; and that neither of them can remain se- 
cure, without a due t)bservanbe of the-Christian Sabbath." 

- From Greensburgh, Beaver County, Penn. 

" The good s&as^ of naticms has taught them, that the re- 
straints imposed by religion are all necessary to curb the pas^ 
sions and regulate the morals of society. By the Sabbath an 
oppcMTtunity is afforded to ministers to preach — to the people 
g^erally to hear the prec^ts of religien— ^and all to worship 
€rod. The Sabbath -and its institutions seem to be appomted 
lor, and admirably adapted to, psepaxmg the human family for 
a luture state ^ heing.'.^ 

From Northvtmb&rland County, Penn: 

" We deem the Christian Sabbath a bkssing 'to mankind ',— 
a most effectual piuifier of the public morals, enlightener of the 
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public mmdy guardian of the public safety, and promoter of pul^ 
lie prosperity ; that, therefore, its due observance, acooi^ing to 
the holy Scriptures, will call forth Divine. favor upcm the nation, 
whilst, on. the other hand, its profanation must be followed- by 
expressiMW of Divine T^rath." 

Trom.the City of NevhYork. 

* * " We would hope, too, that th^ member^ of our govern- 
ment, by their conspicuous example, in this regard, by their 
cogent arguments in the hall's of legislation, and by their mani- 
festation of a sacred regard for the Sabbath, in all the arrange- 
ments of business at the seat of government, in the army and 
the navy, in all the public offices, and upon the highways of our 
land, will exert a powerfiil influence in checking the immoral- 
ities named, and in protecting an institution which is m<xre effir 
cacious in perpetuating theMessings of a free govermmnty than 
the best laws ever framed by the wisd(»n of man." 

From the City of Philadelphia, ^ " ^ 

" Your memorialists ^would represent, that in the rest from 
labor, which the Sabbath enjoins, t?te comfort and health of man 
are promoted ; -and by^e devoti(m of a set time to the contem- 
plation of our condition as moral and responsible beings, the vip- 
toe and intelligaice of the . community are moat certainly ad- 
vanced, and thereby the prosperity and liberties t)f the coontry 
are secured." ~ . ~ 

From Merchants of the City of Baltimore, 

^* Without entering at all into the imperative nature of the 
obligation which requires of Chrisijans to observe this day as 
sacredly set apart and. appropriated to religious observances, we 
may urge, in favor of the prayer of the memorialists, ^Ac'^eTicm/ 
useftUness of the institution ; a feet attested by common observ- 
ation, and universally admitted by persons of every religious 
persuasion. A proper observance of the SabbaUi greatly tends 
to promote and strengthen moral habits, and, in k variety of 
ways, to hetUr the general condition of society ; and, unque»- 
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tionably, the promotioii of these objects is, or -ought to be^ the 
great end of human iegislation,^* 

From Washington County, Md. 

" The experience of individuals proves, that it is (heir true in- 
terest to obey the divine precept, and rest from business on the 
Sabbath ; and we are ftdly persuaded that the national welfare 
will be promoted by discontinuing the practice of transporting 
and opening mails, and delivering letters, on that day." 

From the City of Boston, 

" YcNir memorialists regard the institution of the Sabbath as 
one of the most striking proc^ of the divine beneficence, and as 
affording the only adequate means for preserving the fear of 
God, the sanctity of oaths, genuine personal integrity, the public 
morals^ and our civil and political privileges. Though there are 
too mahy in^ our land, who practicsdly disregard the Sabbath ; 
yet, it is bdieved, there are few who would willingly see that 
sacred day abolished." 

From Boonsborough and vicinity^ Washington County, Md, 

'* The transportaticxi and opening of ij^ mail, and th^ delive- 
ly of letters and newspapers froitt Postoffices on the Lord's day» 
aze p|ractices injurious to the' morals, and to the civil and reli- 
gious institutions of our country." 

From Berkshire County, Mass. 

"We believe the good sense of a va^t majority of tMs nation 
desire a suspension of labor on the Sabbath ; and as the other 
offices of government are closed on that day, we see nb reason 
why the Postc^ce should not likewite be closed^" 

From Elizahethtoum, N.J>' 

" Your memorialists would state, that the laws, which require 
the opening of Postgffices, fee, on the Sabbath, have, in their in- 
fluence, an exceedingly demoralizing effect uipoa the Community ; 
and that they are c(»itrary to the feelings of a large and increas- 
ing portion of this nation." 
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Frwn Spotsfflvania .County J Va, 

**The undersigned cannot but regard the transportation and 
opening of the mails on the Lord's day as injurious to the morals 
of the coniinunity, and as a violation of that rest, which all who 
recognize the authority of the New Testamenv not only feej it 
their duty to observe, but the obsetvance of which they consider 
a glorious privilege." 

From James M. Gamett, and others^ Va. 

*^ Human passions are quite sufficient, of themselves, without 
any legal pretext or encouragement, to cause many more viola- 
tioDs of ^ the Sabbath, than human laws can prevent." 

From Accomac County, Va. 

** The undersigned have, for a long time, T^ewed with sorrow, 
the demoralizing effect produced by the transportation and open- 
ing of the mail on the Sabbath, as weU in this county, as in other 
parts." 

From Edenburgh, Ohio. 

^* Your petitioners, believing the profanatioa of the Sabbath a 
general and growing ^gil in our happy country, and fully per- 
suaded that this evil is perpetuated by the transportation and 
opening of the public mails on that day, — humbly pray, that you, 
who are, under Providence, intrusted with the affairs of the 
nation," &c. 

From the City of New York. 

"Your memorialists beg leave respectfully to represent, — 
That the transportation, and opening of mails, and the delivery of 
letters and newspapers from Postoffices on the Lord's day, are 
practices injurious- to the morals, and consequently dangerous in 
their influences upon the civil institutions of this country." 

' From the City of Boston. 

" Your memorialists are. fully convinced, that the transporta- 
tion of the mail on the Sabbath, and the opening of Po8toffice» 
6 
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OD that day, operate constantly and powerfully to bring the Sab- 
bath itself into neglect and contempt; that these causes are more 
difficult to be limited and concentrated by the true friends of 
their country, than any other, if not than all other, causes com- 
bined ; and that no remedy can be found, tmless the national 
audiority shall interpose to correct the eyil." 

From the Chrand Jury of Washington County, Penn, 

" The violation of the Sabbath, by the running of the mail 
stages OB that day, is considered by all pious and reflecting per- 
sons as an insult to Almighty God, and as likely to produce a 
great corruption of public morals, unless the practice is speedily 
reformed." 

From. Sharon, Conn, 

" Your petitioners deem it unnecessary to repeat the argu- 
ments and motives so forcibly urged in the New York memorial, 
for the suppression of a practice which has become most alarm- 
ing in its extent ; and which, if suffered to continue, must, as 
they verily believe, draw down the sorest visitations of Heaven 
upon our country." 

Frtm the State of New York, 

" Your memorialists have witnessed this increasing immorali' 
ty with deep regret and solicitude, and they are constrained to 
believe that it is in vain for the friends of good order to attempt 
to protect this holy day from desecration, while the government 
alldws the mails to be carried on Sundays, and requires the Post- 
masters to deliver letters, papers, and papkets * on every day oi 
the week.' We feel that we have a right to look to the govern- 
ment of our country for example; and that those, whom the 
people have clothed with power, will not permit a practice which 
is continually undermining the morals, and consequently endan- 
gering the liberties of the nation." 

Frofn the City of Boston. 

"The undersigned would respectfully represent, that the 
transportation of the mail on the Sabbath, and the opening of 
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the Postoffioes on that day are great puMic evils^ in no senae 
necessary, and not connterhalancedby any supposed conyenience 
arising from them/* 

From Washington County, Penn, 

" Your memorialists beg leave also to appeal to your own ob- 
senratioD, as statesmen and legislators, to sustain us, when we 
assert, that the disregard and breach of the Fourth Command- 
ment is generally the first inroad to crime; and that moral de- 
linquency, in any country, increases in a ratio with the prc^ma- 
tion of the day." 

From Washington County^ Ala, 

" When we reflect on the number of persons employed in dis- 
charging the various duties relative to Postoffices, such as Post- 
masters, deputies, clerks, mail-carriers, &c., we cannot but regret 
that the subject has not, long since, met the attention of the 
American public. We heartily concur in the efforts which are 
making to restore to Postmasters, &c., the privilege, which, 
under the present regulations, is denied to them, and which we 
believe it to be the right of every person in America to enjoy." 

From Telfair County^ Geo. 

" Those citizens [Poitmasters, &c.] are compelled to follow 
their daily vociition, in violation of the law of (jk)d, while all 
other citizens are, by the laws of Grod as well as of man, espe- 
cially forbidden thus to violate that consecrated day." 

From Callaway County y Ky. 

" While every other grade and order of the people of this 
Union are permitted a cessation from toil during the Sabbath, yet 
the persons engaged in this national affair, [the Postoffice De- 
partment,] are compelled to drive on without intermission." 

From Washington County, Ky, 

"We pray your honorable body so to change the laws regu- 
lating the Postoffice establishment, as, in time d peace, (at all 
events), to prohibit the transporting of mails and the opening of 
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PoBtoflices cm the Sabbath, and thereby afford to that portion of 
our fellow-citizens, [Postmasters, &c.] the eiyoyment of this 
rest, which is a privilege guarantied to every human being by 
the laws of God." 

From Elkton, Todd County, JTy. 

'* Your memorialists would uige, that nothing short of inevita- 
ble necessity can justify the imposition of such labor upoi so 
many officers tjuroughout the Union; an imposition which is ex- 
tended to no other body of men in our country." 

From the vicinity of Aft. Tirzah PoStoffice, N. C. 

** The attention which Postmasters and their clerks are oA/i^tf^' 
to pay to their respective offices on the Sabbath, is a violation of 
the laws of God and our country. All other officers of our gov- 
ernment are exempt from performing labor on that day." 

From Kent Island, Queen Ann^s County, Md. 

'^ The petitioners regret exceedingly the existence of a law re- 
quiring the transportation and opening of mails, [opening only,] 
and the delivery of letters on the Sahbath day. By this law a 
large and respectable body of our fellow-citizens are deprived of 
an opportunity of necessary repose from their daily avocations, 
and are likewise prevented the use of #ie customary means of 
spiritual and.intellectual improvement" 

From Merchants of Baltimore. 

*' It will, moreover, be admitted, that in no department under 
the direction of the General Goremment, is it more necessary 
that the agents employed should possess the highest degree of 
moral feeling,- and the strictest integrity, than in the Postoffice 
establishment It cannot, therefore, be wise in the government, 
to deprive, by its own regulations, those, who are charged with 
the important trusts of this department, of those means and op- 
portunities for social and religions improvement^ which are, by 
commcMd consent, acknowledged so eminently to contribute to 
the knowledge and practice of all the moral duties." 
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From Washington County ^ Md. 

** An arrangement of the kind suggested would yerjr much 
meliorate the situation -of deputy Postmasters throughout the 
UnioD, by guarantying to them the privilege, common to erery 
other citizen, of spending the Sabbath in the public worship of 
their God, or in* retirement and rest'^ 
/■ 

From Trenton, N. J. 

" Your memorialists are not aware of any reasons which can 
recommend this departure from the practice of the goremment, 
in regard to all the other public offices. It did not prevail in the 
earlier years of the republic, and was not adopted, it is beliered, 
in consequence of representations from those whose interest, or 
CQQTenieiice, is supposed to be promoted by it" 

From Chester District, S. C. 

** A large body of our best and most respectable citizens have 
Icxig considered the transporting and opening the mail on the 
Sabbath a serious grievance ; and that portion of our citizens, 
whose business it is, by law, to attend tor the labors of the Post^' 
office on the Sabbath, are doomed to such unequal burdens 
and privations, as shotdd not be exacted from any portioa of our 
eitizens." 

From Spartanburg District, S, C. 

"Justice, in behalf of a numerous, influential, and valuable 
class of public officers, pleads for an exemption from official duties 
on the Lord's day. Some, from an untiring attention to the duties 
of their office, on the Sabbath day, have not been to the house of 
God for years. Again, such a regulation, as your memorialists 
ask for, would promote the general interests of the mail depart- 
ment, in the best .possible manner. It would invite many to act 
as Postmasters, and to serve as carriers, who are now effect- 
ually barred from those places by the fear of offending God." 

From Blair svUle and' vicinity, York District, S. C. 
** Having long been impressed with the evil and impropriety 
6* 
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of the transportatioQ and opening of the mail on the Sabbath, 
we, your memorialists do ptay, that, daring the present session, 
a law may be passed to gvaranty to the Postmasters and their 
clerks those privileges, which are enjoyed by all the other officers 
under goyemment, and which^ by the laws of Gtod, are not de- 
nied to any human being." 

From Augustus Fitzhugh and others, citizens of Xing George 
Covmty, Va, 

^In all Chiistkn countries the Sabbath is a day of rest, and 
set apart for religious worship ; and your memorialists can see 
BO necessity, especially in time of peace, for profaning it, by 
keeping at labor so many persons as the Postoffice Department 
requires. Besides^ all the other oH^es under goyemment are 
closed on that day ; and it seems unreasonable, that the Post- 
office alone should he kept openJ*^ 

From Norfolk, Conn. 

"By the recent report of the Postmaster^eneral, we perceive 
that the services of about 27,000 persons are put in requisitioD, 
in the various branches of this Department. A large proportion 
of these are compelled to attend to this business oa the Sabbath, 
w resign their posts. In addition to the personal hardship and 
injury to these individuals, their example, dispersed as they are 
throughout the nation, and acting under the high sanction of 
Government, must be very baneful We see no cause to jus- 
tify this arrangemoit ;■ for the plea of necessity appears no more 
specious than in the case of men's confmon avocations. By the 
Sabbath labors of these many thousands of men, we have our 
letters occasionally a day or two sooner. Similar calculations 
might be made of the results of labor, in any other useful occa« 
pation. We are therefore compelled to consider this in the light 
of a great national sin against the God of all our mercies, for 
which we have' reasoit to fear his righteous indignation. We 
are unwilling thus to be accommodated, in violation of the laws 
of God, and to the prejudice of the best interests of our beloved 
country. We also apprehend, that the present regulations hate 
* dk^t tendency to consign the yery responsible charge of the 
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mail to the hands of men who fear not God nor legud moffal 
ohhgatioiL Already has the mail been frequently plundered by 
thoBe to whom it was ccmfided." 

From the City of New York. 

<* While the maib are transported cm the first day of the week, 
there will be much unnecessary traveling, the Postoffices will 
be opened, the news-rooms thronged, workmen, employed in 
piinting offices, expresses sent in vahous directioiM^ and the 
sttotticm of large portions of the cooununity withdrawn fkom a 
becoming reverence of the day, to be occupied in secular eon- 
ccm^ Your memorialists deem it unneceseuy to urge upoa 
the Congress of the United States the obligatiooi of observing 
the Lord's day,' of protecting the peq^iTe in their rdigious privi- 
leges, and of the baneful consequences of practices which, under 
the sanction of Grovemment, are an apology for every other vio- 
lation of the Sabbath by individuals. They may, however, be 
pennitted to state, that the government of God is recognized in 
this Christian land; that the observance of the Lord's day is 
enjoined by divine auth(»ity, and that history Punishes abundant 
evidence, that a general disregard of it involves the destruction 
of civil liberty.". 

From Ryegate, Vermont, 

" The subscribers have long witnessed with regret the pro- 
fimation of 'the Lord's day by the transportation of the mail. 
The thoughtless,. who are always too careless of improving 
sacred time, are tempted; the pious are grieved; travelers in 
stages must forego the privUegesof the sanctuary, or lose their 
passage ; innkeepers and villages are disturbed by the arrival of 
the mail." 

From Westmoreland 'County, Penn. 

" The transportation and opening of the mail, and the delivery 
of lettos on the Sabbath, are viewed by your jnemorialists as 
an evil, tending to the neglect of an institution the observance 
of whidi isnecessary to permanent good order and morality, and, 
of course, to the pennanent prosperity of the people;— an evil 
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tending Jo encourage traveling, and the transportation of mer- 
chandize on the Sabbath, insomuch that, in many places, the 
worshipers of Grod are greatly ailnoyed, in passing to and from 
their places (^worship; — and tending, moreover, to draw down 
upon our beloved country the judgments of Heaven. " 

From Merchants of Baltimore* 

" As merchants, we are, perhaps, more interested in the &- 
cilities afforded by the mail, than any other members of the 
(M)mmunity. We believe that the inconveniences which would 
result from the regulations prayed for would be very inccmsideiv 
able ; and were they greater than we anticipate, we are sure 
tltey would be more .than counterbalanced by the benefits which 
wotdd accrue to the community from a due observance of the 
Sabbath." 

From Caroline County, Md. 

^^ The Postoffice in London is never open on Sundays, and 
there seems to us no necessity that Postoffices in this country 
should be opened on that day, e^ecially in time of peace." 

From Trenton, N, J, 

" In London, the greatest commercial city in the world, the 
Postoffice is not opened, nor any maU.made up on Sunday ; from 
which it may be inferred, that it is not necessary for the convc 
nience of the mercantile public." 

From Coshocton, Ohio, 

•* We can see but little advantage arising Xo society' at large, 
from transporting and opening mails on the Sabbath ; and that 
this practice is a great evil, is acknowledged by many who are 
engaged in it, and felt deeply by others." 

From Bridgehampton, L, L 

"The example of the first commercial city in Europe, in 
which the !Bpstoffice is never opened during the Sabbath, affords 
strong presumptive, evidence that the practice is wholly unmtes' 
sary, as respects the commercial interests of our coimtry." 
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From Strashurgy Lancaster County^ Petm. 

" Moreover, the indulgence granted to mail coaches to pursue 
their daily, vocation on that day, holds f<Mth a demoralizing pre* 
cedent to the citizens of the United States. Many teamsters, 
disposed to commit breaches of the Sabbath, by transporting 
merchandize on that day, plead, in justification of their conduct, 
to be entitled to the same privileges as those which mail coaches 
enjoy." 

From Chester County ^ Penn, 

''Many, who habitually violate the Lord's day, plead the 
example of the Postoffice as an apology." 

From the vicinity ofAgnew^s Millsy Penn. 

"The command of God, and the wel&re cf ourcoontry, le- 
qiiiie that you should make no law which lays the burden of 
breaking the Sabbath upon iafencn officers ; that firom the foun- 
tam head of the public good, no stream should be sent fcnth to 
desolate oiu comfort, our intelligence, our morals, our liberties, 
and our religicm." ^ 

From Windsor^ Comu 

**We believe we have a right to look to the Government of 
our country for iOBon^e— and we trust that Congress will not 
suffer a 'practice which continually undeimines the morals of 
the community." 

From Philadelphia. 

" That the direct effect of the present regulations in the Post- 
oiEceDepartmakt, together with the influence of an example ori- 
ginating with the Government^ tends greatly to the general pro- 
&Qation j^f an instituticHi with which the best interests of our 
country are connected, and leads to numerous breaches of the 
good order and peace of society."^ 

From Atwatery Portage County^ Ohio, 
^ The religious adseml^es of <;itizens, peaceably convened for 
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the worship of Grod on that day, are in many places disturbed, 
and the weight of national example and encouragement is given 
to the cause of vice and irreligion. * * Regarding the sulyoct in 
a political point of view, we apprehend that those feelings of 
reverence for the Sabbath, which exist in the minds of the more 
virtuous part of the community, have too serious a bearing 
upon the stability and perpetuity of our free institutions, to be 
discouraged and eradicated by legislative enactments. Such, we 
think, to a very great extent, is the tendency of that law, which 
requires the secular business respecting the mail for this whole 
country, to be transacted on that day, in some measure at least, 
as on other days of the week." 

From Elkton, Todd County, Ky. 

" The demoralizing effect of withdrawing so many officers 
from exercises peculiar to the day; — the allurements held out to 
our citizens to gather around the offices and engage in political 
discussion ; — the influence of governmental example, in giving a 
sanction to the violation of the Sabbath ; — together with many 
other similar considerations, cannot have escaped the attention 
of your honorable body.*' 

These extracts are closed by the insertion of the following cir- 
cular, adopted by inhabitants of Nashville, Tennessee, and ad- 
dressed to gentlemen in different parts of the State. The mem- 
bers of the committee, it is said, are of the first respectability, 
and belong tb different denominations of Christians. It is be- 
lieved that one of them was Mr. Grundy, the present United 
States' Attorney, who was one of the Committee on Postoffices 
and Postroads in the Senate when the author's petition was pre- 
sented to the second session of thp twenty-fifth Congress-7-which 
committee made no report. 

"Nashville, Dec. 29, 1828. 

" Gentlemen — ^As a committee appointed by a meeting lately 

held in this city, we ask your serious attention to the subject of 

the enclosed memorial. We feel a deep and solemn conviction 

that the dictates of a wise public policy, as well as a just sense of 
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religtous duty, require that every discreet and template effort 
should he made to induce the Govemment of the United States 
to amend the laws regulating the Fostoffice Department, 90 as 
to prevent the ^transportation and opening of mails, and the de* 
livery of letters, newspapers, and packages, on the day which is 
almost universally acbaowledged in our country as the Christian 
Sabbath. 

*' We, therefore; in compliance with the duty enjoined on us, 
earnestly solicit your prompt co-operation in procuring signatures 
to the oiclosed memorial, from as many persons of virtuous 
character as you can ; and that you forward your memorials, 
when signed, with as little delay as possible, by mail, to such 
member of Congress as you may deem proper. 
"Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
William Carroll,. . John Nichol, 

Francis B. Fqgg, Alpha Kingsley, 

D. B. Hayes, Nathan Ewing, 

F. Grundy, Joseph Litton, 

Moses Norvell, John Price-, 

M, Watson, B. Weakley, 

William McCombs, Jesse Wharton, 

Robert K McEwen, H. R. W. Hill, 

Hugh ElUot, . , N. A. McNaires." » 

CHABACTER AND OBJECTS OF THE UEMOKIALISTS. 

" It is well known, that the memorialists are among all denomi- 
nations of Christians, among the most respectable merchant^^ in 
om large cities, and 'the most eminent divines, civilians, aGad 
statesmen that our coimtry can boast. Nor can we refrain from 
briefly stating here their object, and some of the reasons on 
which they found their appeal. 

1. Their object is simple, and worthy of all commendation. 
They wish to rescue the Sabbath from its growing profanations ; 
and for this purpose they ask Congress, not indeed to enforce its 
observance, but merely to abstain from abetting its violation by 
their laws, and to cause, or at least permit it, to be respected in 
the PostoflSce Department, as it has ever been, in all the legisla- 
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live, jttdidsl, and ezeeotiye departments of our State and na- 
tional go^emments. 

2. It is obviously within the Copstitational power of Congpress 
to grant this simple request The Constitution does not require 
them to profane the Sabbath either in person or by proxy; and 
sorely they are at liberty, if they choose, to cease from encour- 
aging and even forcing a large number of our citizens to violate 
it by the transportation of mails, and the opening of PostofSces 
on that day. • * > 

3. The Memorialists consider it altogether unnecessary to 
transport the mail, and deliver letters on thd Sabbath. This 
practice was scarcely known during our early history, and the 
period of our greatest prosperity. * • " 

4. The present practice seems, even as a part of our financial 
system, to be of very doubtful expediency. It may indeed be 
doubted whether it does not incur a loss rather than insure a 
saving of time, labor, and money. * * 

7. The Memorisdists also think that Congress ought, in just- 
ice to individuals and the several States, to discontinue the Sab- 
bath mails* A large number of our countrymen have made 
great personal efforts, and nearly every State has enacted laws, 
to preserve the Sabbath from profanation, and diffuse its bless- 
ings through the community ; hut the present policy directly 
interferes with these pious and pa^ridtic measures, and the high 
example of Congress, seen and felt throughout the land, most 
powerfully^ tends to defeat every plan that may be devised by 
individuals or by States to rescue this holy day from general and 
perhaps perpetual prostration. 

8. The present practice is fraught with fearful consequences 
to our political interests. ♦ * If the same practice should be 
introduced into the other departments of government, in relation 
to the Sabbath, that exists in the Postoffice Department, the 
entire government of our nation like that of revolutionary France, 
would be thrown into the hands of avowed or virtual infidels, 
and might be wielded with fatal efficacy to sweep away the 
last bulwark of our civil and religious liberties. * * 

10. For reasons like these, a majority of our most intelligent, 
virtuous, and respectable citizens earnestly desire, that the mail 



soudat HAILS. 73 

may be stopt, and Postoffices closed, on die Sabbath. The 
wishes of sueh and so many citizens deserre a rery respectful 
coDsideratioa. Congress may, however, refbse for the present 
to comply with their request ;^but we trust the day is fast com- 
ing when the Sabbath will be so generally respected, its import* 
anee so highly appreciated, -and public opinion so strongly and 
universally in its favor, that a voice, issuing from every city, and 
Tillage, and hamlet, from Maine to Florida, from the Atlantic 
to the westem wildemess, will pour upon the eat of Congrete 
soch notes of remonstrance as must and will be heard and 
heeded."— iViKe in the *-* First Annual Report of the Lowell Sah- 
hathUmon.'' 

From the^foregoing may be known the feelings and character 
of a great majority^of those who were thai opposed to Sunday 
mails. No candid, intelligent .man will, deny that they were 
among^ the most respec^ble and influential of our citizens. And 
there is no good reason tp suppose that this class of men have 
experienced any change in their feelings, in respect to this evil. 



KEMOaUJUS AND PETITIONS IN FAVOR Of SUNDAY HAILS. 

Memorials from several sources were' forwarded to Coilgress, 
remonstrating against a repeal of the law requiring Poatmasters 
to labor on Sunday, and the enactment of a law prohibiting the 
carrying of the mail on that day. 

One from inhabitants of Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; one 
from citizens of the town of Newark, New Jersey, dated Jan. 8^ 
1^0 ; one from residents of Philadelphia, Pepn. ; cme from the 
General Assembly of the State of Indiana, dated Feb. 15, 1830, 
which does not well comport with their laws against Sabbath 
desecration ; and one from inhabitants of the County of Salem, 
New Jersey, dated Jan. 20, 1830. 

Also, January 22, 1831, one from the General Assembly of the 
State of Alabama. (Seethe laws of this State^against labor on 
Sunday.) January 31, 1831, one from citizens of Kentucky ; 
February 14y 1831, one from the General Assembly of the State 
of Illinois ; (see also the Sabbath^ law of this State,) and one, 
February 34, 1831; from citizens of Windham County, Vermont. 
7 
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It is sufficiently painful, even to read over these remonstrances, 
without making extracts from them. Some are counterparts of 
R. M. Johnson's Reports ; and can, by no consistent ChnstiaD, 
be supposed to deserve more respect, because of their un&imess 
and abuse, and the anti-Ohristian spirit which they manifest. 
That a State Legislature^ professing to be governed by laws 
enacted, or sanctioned >and enforced by pendties which them- 
selves have fixed, should memorialize Congress to do the things, 
in their territory and throughout the nation, which they, by ex- 
press statute, had forbidden .to be done, is not a little surprising. 

Hence we see the folly as well as danger of appointing those 
to legislate for the people, who have not sufficient moral prin- 
ciple and consistency of character, either to enact wise and 
wholesome laws, or to encourage the obedience of them. In- 
deed, any person who lends his in^uence in any way, to elevate 
to posts of honor and trust an immoral man, a.Sabbath-breaker,— 
or an habitual transgressor of any good law, — ^is sinning against 
God and his coimtry ; and in the judgment, will be required to 
answer for the abuse of his elective franchise. 

It is believed that even moral, exemplary men are not suffi- 
ciently aware of the responsibility devolving upon them in re- 
gard to this matter. , They have not, as a general rule, given 
their suffisges, irrespective of party, political or religious, to 
men of good moral charact^ ; nor considered themselves under 
the most sol^enm obligation, as doubtless they are^ to vote . fot 
such men only as scrupulously observe all those laws which 
serve to elevate and purify the morals of a people, while they 
contribute greatly to their civil and political prosperity. 

Whenever immoral, unprincipled men are elected to make 
or administer the laws, there is a fault somewhere ;' and who 
have been the occasion of this evil ? Who, at the last great 
day will be found most guilty ? It is high time, that all men 
should understand their duty in relation to this thing, and never 
again give their vote for law-breakers — ^unprincipled, inmioral 
men ; for little or no good can be expected to result from such 
an act. And it is unwise, wicked, and dangerous to hazard, in 
this way, our most important jnterestsa 

Many have voted for one or the other of the nqminated candi- 
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dates, though against their better judgment and wishes, on the 
ground that the exigencies of the case not only call for their 
influence, but justify them in choosing between two evils, fiut 
this is neither right nor necessary. For whenever it is gene- 
rally known that no good, moral man, in the nation, will, under 
any ciicumstances, vote for an- immoral man, whether his im- 
morality consist in violation of the laws of Grod or man, he will 
not be reduced to the alternative oFsupporting a dangerous man, 
or sacrificing his rote. In that event, suitable candidates would 
every where be presented for ihe suffrages of the people. Thus 
we might not only avoid the judgments of heaven for this na- 
tic»al siuj but secure an invaluable and permanent good. Every 
Christian and ev^ry moral man is unquestionably in duty bound 
to sacrifice party views to the general good, and consequently is 
bound to Tote for such candidates only, as are known to be 
Mendly to pure morality and Christian institutions. How a 
professor of the religion of Jesus Christ, adopting the principles 
of that kingdom, which is righteousness and peace, can aid in 
elevating to office an opposer of that religion, and a practical 
nuUifier of its precepts, is not to our mind explicable ! He must 
first haye abandoned his religion, at least in its high obligations. 

The present condition of our nation calls loudly for this reform. 
When it is effected, men m high places will not be found on 
the slightest pretext to vUify.the character, and oppose the con- 
sistent and benevolent efforts of the moral, law-abiding part of 
the. community. AH opposition to. such eSorts arises either 
from ignorance, mistaken views, or a bad heart, a heart which 
will not be restrained in its wicked propensities and passions. 

The oppcKsition with whicL good men have been called to 
contend, in their efforts to put away from this people the sin of 
Sabbath-breaking, should not, in the. least, have detened them; 
but on the ecmtrary, should have stimulated them to greater 
vigilance and ^delity, in their remonstrances against the law 
which requires men to violate a plain command of Ood. Then, 
long ere this,-* their prayer might have been answered, and this 
great evil have been removed from aax land. 

Many of the committees who lepeirted on this part of the Pe- 
titions, and more than, one of the ^o^tmast^rs-Cr^eral, have ex- 
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pressed an opinion that such a law was unnecessary, and recam- 
m«id that it should be repealed. The Petitions of 1838 and 
1839, which were respectfully receired, printed, and referred, by 
both Houses of Congress, call for nothing more, than that Con- 
.gress shotdd repeal the law requiring Postniasters to labor on 
Sunday. And should not all the. good people of this nation, 
earnestly and-perseveringly ask for the same thing, until their 
request is granted. 



Petition of Harmon Kingsbury, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying 
the repeal of th&t part of an act of Congress regulating the 
Postoffice Department, which requires Postmasters to dieliyer 
letters, &c., on Sunday* 

Decemher 12, 1837. 

Referred to the Committee on the Postoffice and Post-roads, 

and' ordered to be printed. 

To the Senate and House of Reprepentatiyes of the United 
States, in Conerress assembled : - 
Your petitioner, Harmon Kingsbury, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
Respectfully showetk: 

I come, not to ask pecuniary benefit for myself or others, 
nor to attempt to " unite Church and. State^^^ as was the erf 
(unkind as it was false,) when petiticms were presented to Ckm^ 
gress against labor on Sunday, in 1839 and 1830 ; nor to ask 
Congress to lay hands on the Church or on her enemies, or to 
make a law in favor of or against any command in the Bible ; 
but I come to ask a nation's blessing ; and, in behalf of the long^ 
injured and much-desecrated Christian Sabbath, to implore Con- 
gress to take off those hands already laid upon the Church, in 
the act requiring labor on that day, which has well nigh driven 
the instituticHi from our country ; in a^word, to repeal a part of 
section 9, in an act passed April, 1810, and re-enacted March, 
1825, section 11, regulating the Postoffice establishment, which 
is in these w6rds, viz : " And it shall be the duty of the Post- 
master, at all reasonable hours'^ on every day of the week, -to de- 
liver, on demand, any letter, paper, or packet, to &e person en- 
titled to or authorized to receive the same;" that the institutions 
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of religion, in Ib^pore, may be left as the Consdtution left them» 
unaided and i^y^ranimeled by l^^udatire enactments. .1 am en- 
couraged, in presenting this memorial, by the reflection that I 
amaddressing patriots, republicans, and Christians ; those who 
desire a natiofCs Messing^and the best interests of their constitu- 
. ents, as much as any petitioner can desire them ; and also .that 
partf^ distinctions, heretofore existing, can have nothing, 'ta do 
in deciding this question. It cannot be a party question^ unless 
Christianity and anti-Christianity be the dividing lines, which 
God grant may never exist in our halls of legislation. 

Your petitioner is not alone in his prayer on this.sulyect ; but 
it is believed that nine-tenths of your moral, intelligait, influen- 
tial, respectable, and peaceful constituents, among whom are 
many who do not believe in the Christian religion, seeing the 
deleterious .effects ci pro&ning that day, weald immediately 
send to your honorable body their names and their complaints, 
but for the unexpected, and, as they t^ink, undeserved treatment 
which they received on the occasion already alluded ta And, 
though their memorials have not been renewed, they could not 
be unconcerned spectators,' while the eyil has been increasing 
like a mighty torrent, rolling from one.vend of the land to the 
other, and threatening the destructionynot only of their religion, 
but of all republican institutions. N<^, they coidd not, and can- 
not now rest, while any of thair fellow-citizens are compelled to 
violate a plain and an important precept of the Bible. And is 
not now a favorable time to gratify these constituents in their 
wishes, when there is no excitement on this subject, as there 
was when the question was before Congress in 1829 and 1830 ? 

It need not be asked in this place, "Is there, a Sabbath, and 
shaU it be celebrated on the first day of the week ?" for the Conr 
stitution took itforgrarUed, and Congress has always taken it 
for granted; neither need it be inquired, "Should there be no 
law requiring its violatign?"— for these are truths easily, d^ 
monstrated from holy writ, and from the observation of. every 
competently- enlightened person. 

There is a Sabbath. It is an ordinance from Heaven, lying at 
the foundation not only of the Christian religion, but of all t^e 
republicanism; and is alike. binding upon- all men, an^ should 
7* 
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be equally free to all. I shall not now attempt to eustarn tiiese 
positions by^aigmnent and proof, but shaU also take them for 
gtanted. 

The /ranters of the dmsliHutian^ and those who for many 
years administered it, doubtless had in their eye the ^iiv^day 
Sabbath and the Christian religion. They were legislating, not 
for' Jews, Mohamedans, infidels, atheists, or pagans, but for 
Christians. And, belieying the Christian religion the only one 
adapted to sustain and perpetuate the Giyremment about to be 
formed, they adopted it as the baas of their infant republic. 
Reference to the following facts, (some of which were years ago 
collected by another,) it would seem, must convince any man of 
the correctness of this opinion. Yes,- this nation had a religion, 
and it was the Christian religion. To meet the denial of this 
position, I adduce the following particulars; which may be 
found more minutely stated in Objection seventh, chap. 5— ^to 
which the reader is referred, viz :— Sabbath for the President-t- 
the delegates who adopted the Constitution kept the ChristiBn 
Sabbath — Congressmen-and •others bound by-oa^i tor^support the 
Constitution — ^Bibles were 'printed by Congress to be distributed 
in thfs country. The designation of time, " the year of omr Lord :" 
judicial courts not to sit <m Sunday,'and Congress adjourned over 
that day : fasts were observed : and from language then used by 
them, it would seem that th^y believed in special judgments, 
and that such tfareatenings as are recorded in Isaiah xii. 60— 
*< For the nation and kingdom that will not serve Thee shaU 
perish : yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted,*' would be 
fttlfiUed. They served God politieallyy by enacting just, equal, 
and righteous lavrs ; such as would be best for the people, irre- 
spective of his religion, . though not contrary to it W AsmNOTON 
once exclaimed, when it was told him that the British had a^ 
tacked and killed a few Americans, ,"I mourn the loss of my 
countrymen, but rgoice that the British are determined to keep 
€rod on our side.'* 

Days for thanksgiving were appointed. Legislative bodies 
may practice the duties of the Christian religion, and rec&mmeful 
them to others, without *♦ uniting Church and State," and mak- 
ing "test kws." Washington and the early Congresses feh 
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mider obligatien, in order to secure Grod's bleanng, to keep ail 
his commandmeDts eomained in the BiUe; among which isi 
** Remember the Sabbath day to keep ii holy.'* And does any 
ooe beliere, that they could hare been induced, as legisiai6r$, to 
require labor on the Lord's day? And can it be, that your as- 
sembly will consent, that national sanction and national law 
shall longer e^t to encourage and compel its profanation, and 
thereby become partakers in the guilt of those who enacted it, 
aa well as of those bodies which have since legislated here, and 
consented to the practice which renders this nation justly ob- 
noxious to the divine displeasure ? Is Congress wflling that their 
constituents and the world should know that they reftrse to re- 
peal an act requiring labor on Sunday, when nearly all the 
States in thi& Union, and every Christian nation on the globe, so 
far as I know, when they have- said any thing on the subject, 
have fcxriMdden it ? Certain I am, that the late King and present 
Queen of England, in their royal proclamations, put much stress 
on that day, and required its strict observance. 

Are not the y<Hce and example of great and good men, and 
the language and spirit of the Constitution, sufficient to justiiy 
and ^icourage' the repeal of the clause here complained of ? 
It is hoped they-aze ; and it is thought that most of the good citi- 
zens of this country believe the Sabbatb esbemtial to matiokal 
FRosFERrnr. At the time of the report, in 1830, in favor of labor 
in the mail department on Sunday, ninety-three in the House 
were in &,vor of printiBg ten thousand copies of it, and si:^^- 
seven against it Mr. McCreery, one of the conmiittee, present- 
ed his written opinion in favor of granting the request of the pe- 
titioners. And ike report x)f Mr. McEean, of a committee of the 
House CHI Sunday mail petitions, made the year before, recom- 
mends the repeaJ of so much of the law as requires Hbor on 
Sunday. All which shows that the Sabbath had not then lost 
an its friends. Permit me to make a few 

Extracts from Mr, McKean's Report, 

*^0n the other branch of the case, that of Postmasters being 
compelled by law to open their offices and deliver lett«s, news- 
papers, &c., on the Sabbath, this committee believe it is not abso- 
lutely necessaiy for the BuceesaM^ transaction oi any braudi of 
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business. It has been suggested, and it is believed, that the most 
disorder is occasioned by a class of individuals, not of business 
habits, and who. seldom receive letters by mail, who, having 
leisure on the Sabbath, resort to the Postoffice to hear the news 
and for pastime. 

" If; as is beHeved, the House will concur with the committee 
in opinion that^ no restraint ought to be imposed on the con- 
sciences of individuals by the force of human law, it will pre- 
sent an absurdity, if we permit to remain among our. legislative 
acts, an express provision requiring a portion of our .citizens to 
perform c^tain duties on the Sabbath, which they conscientious^ 
ly believe to be morsdly wrong. 

''The committee (cannot see why it would not be equally 
proper to require by law, 'our courts of justice to sit on the Sab- 
bath; and that executive and legislative duties should be per- 
formed OB. that day ? Would such a law be deemed reasonable ? 
Would the people approve of it, when it might drive from the 
public service many of the ablest and most useful officers, who 
would relinquish their stations rather than violate theit c6a- 
sciences ? 

'i The committee conceive that all such cases should be regu- 
lated by public opinion, and controlled by emergencies, without 
any positive, legal injunction. It is believe^ that the statute 
books contain no provision, except in the instance of Postmasters, 
requiring the performance of official duty on the Sabbath. 

*' In conclusion, the committee earnestly recommend the re- 
peal oi so much of the 11th section of the Postoffice law of 
March, 1825, [the same as in 1810,] as requires Postmasters to 
deliver letters, newspapers, &c. on the Sabbath." 

Hon. John McLean, thenTostmasterrGeneral,in answer to 
inquiries made by said committee, says :— "It is believed that 
the revenue of the department would not be lessened, to any 
considerable amount, if no letters or newspapers, &c., were de- 
livered at the different Postoffices on the Sabbath." 

Whether the revenue would be lessened or • not, by the per- 
formance of such acts on Sunday, should not be a matter of in- 
quiry ; for all moneys thus obtained wouM come to this nation 
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at a premium higher than it would be justified in paying. It is 
the principle of competling labor, by a rtational lawy on that day, 
ccmtrary to the law of Grod, xhat is complained of. 

It is supposed that these opinions are entertained by most 
true patriots and sound politicians,, whether bdievers in the 
Christian religion or not. I once heard an unbelierer express 
this sentiment, viz: '^ The appropriate religious exercises of the 
Sabbath, in repuUics^ are the mainspring of sobriety, intelli- 
gence, morality, and true 'patriotism ; and, though I do not be- 
lieve in the Bible, I nerer wish to see the Sabbath abolished." 
But if this nation continue to require labor on Sunday, it surely 
will be abolished, or its legitimate influence on the people will 
be lost. Example, in high places, is n6t only .contagious^ but 
often, to all intents and purposes, becomes law. 

It is sometimes said that the Sabbath is not essential to intel* 
ligence, peace, monitity, and republican instimtions. It will be 
admitted that it is not so essential where despotism holds the 
rod of iroa over the people. Where physical force^ not reason, 
governs, there ignorance may be in a measure controlled. The 
main pillars which support the thrcmes of the despot and ^ 
proud monarch, are their will, aided by physical strength. But 
Bot^so with republics. They must be founded on intelligenee, 
and controlled, by reason and argument. Republics cannot gorem 
ignorance, because the meansused are not adapted to sobh an end. 

Now, when it is said that the strict religious observance of the 
Sabbath is essentia to intelligence, peace, ^morality, and repub- 
lican institutions ; the eye is fixed on this great, enterjNrising, aad 
prosperous nation, whose bnly law is the will of the people^ not 
ef a despot ; and the truths, that ignorance^ clothed in her man- 
tle of intemperance, immorality, and doth, cannot guide this 
mighty ship over the trsCckless, restless sea upon whidi she is 
launched ; that an immoral community cannot be an intelligent 
and peaceful community ; and that the appropriate; exercises of 
the Sabbath; such as devout reading,.and theiaithful preaching 
of the Gospel, are the greatest incitements to a pesicefiil, indus- 
trious, temperate, moral, and sober life. Therefore, it is said, 
without a Sabbath duly observed, this nation cannot long con- 
tinue independent, prosperous, and happy. 
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Where, i& the whole unirerse, is there to he foond an instrutnent 
faYoring these objects so benignly as the too often neglected and 
despised Sabbath ? And who cannot see that every abridg- 
ment of its legitimate influence is weajcening the foundation, 
not only of our religion, but of our vepublican institutions ? All 
history shows that the Sabbath, wherever it has been duly ob- 
served, has proved an invaluable blessing to the people. Ob- 
servation, and the experience of good men, loudly proclaim the 
same fact Then, how can any lover of his country lend his iii- 
fluence to desecrate that day^ or withhold that influence to pre- 
vent its further desecration ? . 

Saee this country from an ignorant^ SahhatMfreaking ctmaniU'' 
wUy, And, in order to do this, the clause referred to must be 
repealed. ' ■ ^ 

Only a few facts will be referred to, to show that we are a 
Sabbath-breaking people, -for they cannot have escaped the no- 
tice of any of the gentlemen composing this honorable body. 
They are seen, as often as the day retums, in every stage and 
Fostoffice ; in every steam and canal boat ; in every rail-car .and 
omnibus ; in every place of public resort, and in most hotuses 
kept for the entertainment d travelers. And this practice is not 
ccHifined to one section of our country, nor to one class of her 
citizens; but some of all classes and grades of society partici- 
pate in the immorality. Even this beautiful city exhibits pain- 
ful evidence of the truth of what has been said ; and the evil is 
by BO means confined to the cUtzens or private individuals tem- 
porarily residing here. It is $een in high places; and its- oqu- 
taminating influence circulates through every artery of this great 
nation, filling with pain and sorrow the heart of those who sin- 
cerely- love their country, and that kingdom which Jesus Christ 
came into the woi^ld to establish. 

What patriot or Christian can look upon tHese millions of Sab- 
bath-lMreakers, scattered as they are all over the land, mingling 
with every family, and leaving the polluting leaven wherever 
they go, without Washing his own hands of the sin, and calling 
upon every mauf woman, and child to' " Remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it hdy ?" And in view of these facts and con- 
siderations, is there a single member of Qie twenty-fifth Congress 
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who will raise. his voice against giantiiig the prayer of this 
petition ? 

Law to he Repealed. 

The whole section reads as follows :-r-" iin<i he it further en- 
acted, That every Postmaster shall keep an office, in which one 
or more pers(Xis shall attend on every day on which a mail, or 
bag, or other packet, or parcel of letters shall arrive by land or 
water, as well as on other days, at such hour^ as the Postmaster- 
Greneral shall direct, for the purpose of performing the duties 
thereof; and it shall be the duty of .the Postmaster, at all rea- 
sonable hours, on every day of the week, to deliver, on demand, 
any letter, paper, or packet to the persoh entitled to or authoriz- 
ed to receive the same," &c. 

I do not think any of this pa^ of the law necessary ; fhr, if a 
deputy Postmaster will not obey, the instructions of the Post* 
master-General, he can be removed, and one appointed- who will. 
The former part of this "section would be well enough, provided 
the Postmaster-General would not require, nor encourage labor 
on ^unday. But these words, " ajid it shaU he the duty of the 
Postmaster, at all reasonable hours, an every day of the week, to 
deliver i on demand, any letter, paper^ orpddset to the person enti^ 
tied to or authorised to receive the same,^^ ought, without delay, 
to be repealed. It is requiring them Xo do what they, probably, 
for the present at least, would not do wefe this clause repealed ; 
and what is against the laws of many of the states, and the law 
of God, if not against- the Constitution of the United States. 

It should be particularly observed that this clause does not 
touch the carrying and changing the mail. It relates only to 
the delivery of letters, papers, &c., at the different Postoffices. 
And your petitioner does not ask Ccxngress to forhid the delivefry 
of letters, papers, &c., on Sunday ; or to say any thing about it. 
Congress, in this section, says, every Postmaster shall keep an 
office, attend on every day cxi which a mail-bag,. &c., shall amve, 
by land or water, as well as on. other days, at such hours as the 
Postmaster-General shall direct, for the purpose of ^performing 
the duties thereof, viz : the delivery of letters, &a, as well as 
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opening mail bags. Does any man want, more than this to ish 
sure the delivery of his letters on Sunday, if required ? 

The clause to be repealed is not oi% unnecessary, but seem3 to 
clash with the rest of the section. For, first, Ccmgress gives the 
Postmaster-General full power to say how Tnany hours in a day 
his deputies shall attend at their offices; and, in the clause 
to be repealed, th^y say to the deputies, '*at all reasonable 
hours." Suppose the parties shouM disagree about '^ reasonable 
hours ?" It might l)e asked, why did Congress think it necessary 
to make a law compelling deputy Postmasters, and not the mail 
contractors, carriers, and drivers, to labor on Sunday ? The same 
power is given to the Postmasler-General, touching the delivery 
of letters, papers/&c., without this clause, that is given him in 
the case of sending the -mail (as he does) through aU parts of the 
land, as often ^ he may think best. And does he ^A any diffi- 
culty in obtaining men to carry and change the mail on Sunday, 
though Congress has made no law requiring the mail contractor 
and mail carrier to obey the instructions of the Postmaster-6ai- 
eral ? - And have those who wish the mail distributed reason to 
believe, if this elause were repealed, the deputy Postmiasters 
would, from conscientious scruples, refuse to deliver letters, &&» 
on Sunday, after they liajd changed the mail on that day % and, 
also, that the Postmaster-General could not obtain men for the 
different offices who would obey his instructions, as readily as he 
does mail contractors, carriers, &c ? Now, the mail is carried 
•and changed on that day, without any law requiring it ; and the 
same, doubtless, would be true respecting the delivery oiletXes^^ 
&c., though the* clause were repealed ; provided the JPoMmaster- 
Genetal should' qcmtinue, to his deputies, \he instructions already 
given. ' ' 

And why need any perscm object to the repeal df the <;Uuse 
specified ? Certainly no one need. » But it is to be feared that 
those who would destroy ^eSdbhathwi^ the Christian reHgipn^ 
(and cbnsequently out republican institutions,) will object. Yet 
it is ardently hoped, since they would not be unfavorably affected 
were the prayer of the petition granted, that they will consent 
to its rqpeal, and thereby gratify hundreds, and hundreds of fhou- 
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sands of their fellow citizens, no less' anxioos for the prosperity 
of oiff country than them^elyes. 

The Fostmaster-Greneni^ following the steps of his prede- 
cessors, has already assumed the responsibility of directing the 
mail to be carried^ and changed^ and delivered^ on Sunday, and 
it is presumed that he will not insist on retaining this clause on 
his account. Neither is it believed that he will say it is at ol/ 
necessary^ in order to the ddirery of letters, papers, te., o% every 
day o/ the week, and at sueh hours as he shall think proper to 
direct , > ' 

My anxiety en this subject is very great; and I am admon- 
ished by declining health that this may be my last appeal in 
behalf of this institution. .And must I be carried from time, so 
long as this clause remains among the laws of our country, 
bhaing its absurdities oyer all Christendom,' and sdidting di* 
Tine judgments ? It seems to me that I cannot. Why cannot 
even those in favor of Sunday mails, since this clause is unn&' 
cessary, and since so many respectable citizens desire its repeal, 
grant the request of the petitioner on these grounds, if oa no 
other ; arowing, at the same time, if they choose, their prefer- 
ences in the case ? 

Repeal this^ clause, and Congress would compel no man to 
labor on Sunday. If labor were done on that day, it would be 
the act of an indiridual; and the shield now- around the Sab- 
bath-breaker, rendering him invulnerable to all appeal, would 
be broken ; for no man could then say to those wishing to create 
a correct puUic sentiment, " the supreme law of the land requires 
labor to be done on Sunday, and the Bible says, be subject to the 
powers that be. Therefbre, I am justified in breaking the fodrth 
•commandment*' And this noHon must answer for the evil 
done. Repealing this law will tloX aXoae 9: single Postoffice on 
that day, unless the Postmaster-General and the people require 
it The voice of the people, from time to time, throughr their 
President, who appoints the Postmaster-General, will control this 
thing ; for like people, 4ike President ; like President, like Post- 
master-General ; and Congress having, by law, secured the free 
and unobstrueted passage of the mail through the several States; 
the PostmasterOeneral; having all the power to determine 
8 
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kow.0fi€n the mail «haU go. and at what boon in a day ettch 
Postmaster shall attend at his office, fan the .perfomiaiice of the 
duties thereof; and as there are menvvrho are. wiUingto labor on 
Sunday in that department, it is easy to see that there must be 
a chan^ in hi$ feelings and conduct, before there would be any 
change in regard to the mails, or the management of tba diffei^ 
eat Postoffices, though this clause weire rcq[)ealed. I wish the 
repeal of this clause for the reasons already givett, and beoaiifle 
it appears to be the mainspring of the eril. . 

It stands in the way of all reform, and is construed as a licaose 
Ibr all oiher kinds of Ubor, public and private, which oomptmes 
or individuals, supremely worldly and selfish, choQse to perfoon. 

And this evil can scarcely be lessened, muoh less era dic ated, 
while this clause stands unrepealed. And who will object to 
gfanting the request of this petition, since Jt will not affect, in 
the least, his interest in. the matter of Sunday mails ? . For, I 
Bepeat, the repeal of this law will ufA. directly effect the carry- 
ing or stopping, and opening and delivering, the m^il on that 
day. AU'this would tbea, as now, be in the power of the Poet- 
master-General, appointed by the President, and he by the peo- 
ple. So that the people will determine the whole of this matter, 
as they should be left to do, without any Uw of Congress about it 

What can do more to blot out the light of that day than nar 
tional law requiring its profanation, national example in its 
judges, rulers, aQd lawgivers ? liet Congress now repeal this 
clause, and it will greatly aid in.redeeming that institution from 
the disrepute into which it has undeservedly fallen. But let 
them refuse, and another blow is struck, which will tend to 
throw .this nation into anarchy and confusion, natural andimar 
Toidable consequences of forgetting God, and profaning the- 
Sabbath. 

Pious Meihbers, 

jyiany members of this body, if.notvall of them, brieve in the 
divine appointment of the Christian Sabbath. . And som.e of 
them have solenmly covenanted, in the presence of Odd, men, 
and angels, to keep holy that day, and do all they can to po- 
mote ite observance. They ^ve looked on this subject not only 
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as patriots and philaDthro^ts, Imt as Ghristiaiis. Here is » 
tfareerfotd ee^ drawiB^them toitscarefbl considention ; and 
smely, now it is pFesented, thejr caiinot be silent spectators in 
this matter, they cannot treat with indifference any proper e^ 
fort made, thou^ it be by an individual; to obtain the better 
observance of that day ; eertaiidy th^y cannot lift up their tmce 
agmnst U* Wonld it not be sin, and desertion, and treason so to 
do ? As we& be silent if a law promoting l>lasphemy, and theft, 
and idolatry existed; quite as weli^ though the ill effeetsnugfat 
not be, in this case, so sudden and perceptible, as in that 

A belief that a majority of Congress are m &vor of. this law, 
as it now stands, should not prevent every kwiid and honorable 
iMan% en the part of those opposed to il, to obtain its sepeaL 
For this institution may have more fiiwds in Ciongress, and a 
love a£ consistency a^d right^doing' a greater influence here^ 
tlum ftuiy- at &st be imagined* And let it not be sajqiKised that 
God will long suffer his day thus to be trapipled upon by a peo» 
pie fiawored as we are. He will not, with impunity, suffer this 
or any other nation to bloi out oie of the commands of the der 
calo^e, esqiieeially the one on which, more than on any other, 
depends the existence of his rehgion. No, God can nev^ give 
up his Sabbath^ though it cost the heart's blood of this nation to 
preserve it^ His judgments may he deferred^ but they will be 
none th^ less certain. 

in despotic governments,, and scnne that are somewhat demo- 
cratic, the people jsiay continue to enjoy a hind of prosperity , 
though they break the Sabbath. But who, that he might lopger 
continue to pdlute that day^ wonld {orefer their Jiervil<5 o<hidi- 
tiqp to our right of thinking and aeting for oilrselves ? 

Lav>s. 

Giving the authority above referred to. *' He . (Postmaster- 
General) shall provide fox the carriage of the mail on all post* 
roads that are or may be established by law, and as often as he, 
having regaisd to the productiveness Uiered*, snd other ciicum* 
stances, shall think proper." (Sec. 1st in the act regulating the 
Postoffice establishment in 1810.) 

Also in section 7th, '* That if any perscHi shall knowingly and 
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wilfully obstruct or retard th^ passage of the maU, or of any 
drirer, or calmer, or of any horse or carriage carrying the same, 
he shall, .upon conviction, for every such offence, pay a fitfe not 
exceeding $100." Thi^ clause secures tbe free passage of the 
mail on Sundays, if the Postmaster-General is disposed to send 
it, unless some of the States should claim the right secured to 
thtem by the Constitution, article 4th, sec.- 4, which is as follows: 
'* The United States shall guaranty Jk> every State in this Union^ 
a republican form of govemment, and shall protect each of them 
against innovation," &c. Here we see that each State has a 
right to make and administer her own laws, provided they do 
not contravene the Constitution, or the laws of the United States, 
made in pursuance of it. No law, really promotive cf the pub- 
lic good, will ever be opposed by consistent Christians. 

Will Congress,' wh^ the Constitution guaranties to each 
State the right to make her own laws, provided they afe in ao 
cordance with the supreme law of the land, refuse to repeal a 
claujse, abridging that right ? If so, is there any security that, 
by and by, " test acts" wiU not be multiplied) until, like Daniel, 
the religious man must violate the dictates of his conscience, or 
abandon every office under the Govemment 1 As the £k)^toffice 
Department is now managed, no consistent Christian dan parti* 
cipate in its duties and emoluments. And, with Iha^'dause re- 
maining, all have not equal rights. The irreligious man is 
8tided,and the- religious m^n excluded, vc^umarily^ it- is mddiitted, 
for they rather obey God th&a man. 

' Among the AMBNDHEim to the Constitution, and equsdly bind- 
ing, is the following : Article 1st, '* Congress shall n^ake no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit the fi^ ex- 
ercise thereof."- Now place by the side of this and the other 
acts quoted above, the clause, '* and it shall be the duty 6f the 
Postmaster, at all reasonable hoUrs, on every day of the foeekj to 
deliver, on demand, any letter, or paper, or packet, to the person 
entitled to, or authorized to receive the same," and see whether 
they are consistent with each other ; see whether the conscien- 
tious Christian can be a Postmastet, and at die same time enjoy 
the free exercise of his retigioh. "Can he enjoy equally with 
others the civil benefits of his country, so long as labor is f«- 
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gmred m vof d its departments, on the day forbidden by his 
religioQ? 

if Ckngxess has a iif^ttf> require sach Iabor,A»ii it not re- 
quire jDuuiy other things oontnury to the Christian religion — ^aa 
thai every member of Ccmgress, of the execative, and every offi^ 
eer of the Grenezal Goveniment, shall, on ev^ery day of the week, 
attend to the duties of hi» appointment, until every Christian 
shajl be excluded from offiee?' But would not such biws prcH 
bihit the f^ee exordse of religioi, and be unequal, and unccxisti* 
tutional ? Would not thia^he as effectual a .** religious test" as 
to r^qnire a belief in a particular system of religion as a quali- 
ficationfor o£|ce ?* It is by such laws, (and the one complained 
of,) that '* phurch and State" are unlawfully united. There is 
a unioDy approved of God and beneficial to men. But it consists 
not in legislating for or against true rdigion, but in accordanQe 
toith it. It is hoped C<xigress will legislate in no other, way. 

^ ' Acts Repealed, . . ' 

When the. act of 1810 wafi passjsd, most of the former laws on 
this subject were repealed, among which are the foUowiog: 
*f The Postmaster-General shall {Hovide for canning the mail on 
all post-roads that are, or may be, established by law, and ^as 
often afi he, having regard to the productiveness thereof, a^d 
oth^r circumstances, shall think proper." So far it is simihu:- to 
the act of 181Q. But the duty: required of deputy Postmasters 
at that time, 1779, qp to April, 1810,. was different from that 
leqnirod of them npw. Heax it. " The .Postmaster shall keep 
an office in which one or more peigsoaus shall attend, at- such 
hoqrs a» the Ppstmaslcr-Qeneral shall direct, fqr the purpose of 
performing the duties thereo£" We also find Congress enaBting 
laws on this subject, February 29, 1792, Way 8, 1794, and March 
2, 1799j in each of which they say, ** that every deputy Post- 
master shall keep 9S\ office, in which one or more persons shall 
attend, at such hours as the Postmaster-Greneral shall direct, for 
the puiq[)Qse of perjforming the duties thereof.". And here they 
left the matter to the further direction pf the Postmaster-Gren- 
eral, instead x){ requiring them to keep their office open, &c., on 
Sunday. And why should the Congresses of 1810 and 1825 re- 
8* 
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quire labor on Smiday in that department ? Were they wiser 
and better than all past ' Congresses and the Constitutioii? I 
cannot find any authority in the ConstitutioQ' for requiring labor 
on Sunday ; but, from the acts quoted abore, is it not most ap- 
parent that there is much against it ? Surely that instrument 
would not allow a Sabbath for the President, the United States* 
Court, (and Congress takes one for themselres,) and deny one to 
those employed in a most important department of Groremment. 
But if thetslause complained of be not a Violation of that instra^ 
ment, certainly, taking the practice of early Congresses as a 
ciiterion by w^eh to judge, it is inexpedient andxmchristiBn. It 
is iaigainst the constitution of HeaTen. And what peo|de- eres 
prospered, legislating against God ? 

In conclusion, therefore, I ask for the repeal of the elaiase 
above specified, because it is une^^, (keeping in mind the 
Christian religion and those who keep the Lord\day, for Buch, 
and only such, have been recognized in the Constituuon, and by 
all subsequent Congresses ;) because it is against the best inte- 
rests of your cQpstituents ; because it is unnecessary ; because it 
is believed to be against the spirit , if not the letter of the con- 
stitution ; and beeause it is unchristian, and renders this natum 
obnoxious to the severest judgments of Almighty God. And I 
cannot b^eve that I am asking what Ocnigress does not wish 
^ere already done. * ^ 

But, should not this pi^yer be granted, let it be jdaced among 
the archives of this nation, as a standing memorial to each suc- 
ceeding Congress against every law requiring or encouraging 
labor on the Christian Sald[>ath. 
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Washington Cmr, D. C, ) 
«. December 5, 1837. f 
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To Harmon Kingshirj^s petition to Congro$s^ presetUed Decern^ 
her 12, 1837, praying the repeal of that part of an act of Cot^ 
gress, regulating the Post office Department, which is in these 
words, viz : ^ And H shail he the duty of the Postmaster, at all 
reasonable hours, on y every day of the Week, to deliver," on do* 
mand, any letter, paper, or packet, to the person entitled to, or 
authorized to receive the same,** 

The object of this appendix is to adduce facts and reasons 
which have, suhseqiient to the petition, come to the author's 
Botice, showing, h is thought, most conclusively, that this nation 
has adopted the Christian, instead of the Jewish, Mohammedan, 
Psgan, or infidel religion, and also that the law compelling Post^ 
masters to riolate the Sabbath is impolitic,' unconstitutional, and 
unjust, and ought to be repealed. 

The law is impolitic, because a very large majority of the 
people of these United States acknowledge the authority oPthe 
Christiaii Scriptures, and recognize the decalogue as the moral 
law of €k)d. This is evident frbm the fact that there afe, it is 
said, more than two nuUions of communicants of evangelical 
churches, and if we may be allowed to add an equal number as 
stated hearers and supporters of the gospel, there is^ in this Union 
a large majority of the adult population on the side of Chri»> 
tianity. 

It is' contrary io the spirit of our institutions, and exceedingly 
impolitic, for the representatives of a people to legislate against 
the will (tf the majority, and more especially when that WilT is 
unquestionably on the side of ord^r, religion, and law. It is not 
believed that Congress intended to abolish the Sabbath by this 
law. Perhaps it was passed without due consideration of its 
bearing upon that institution. This has been intimated by a 
member of the Congress' which passed the law. But still it is 
evidendy a direct attack updn the Sabbath, a contradiction of all 
previous legislation, and opposed to tiie opinions of twO-thirds tf 
the most intelligent citizens of these United States. Nor wiU it 
be fyned that this is a fidr representation df public opinion. 
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when it is coondered that more than twenty of the States have 
protected the Sabbath by difeet legialatibn— which will be no- 
tioed more fidly hefcafter. 

Petitions in 1828 and 1829. 

Dinio^ the agkatkii of the Sabbash-oaail qae8tieii,>8ome teb 
yean since, four hundred, and sixty-seTen petitioDS fiam frieads 
of the ^bbath^ of twenty-one States, wore presented to Con- 
gress. The fdlowing extract from the honorable Mr. McKean's 
report to the House, will show what he thought of the petition- 
ers, and of the voice of pubUc sentiment, at that time, viz : 
'* The memorials cm this subject, onjiccount of the numsiDiKi 
sources fir<»n which they have been received,- the number •aad 
respectability of the signatures, as well as the iatrinsu? import- 
ance of the question involved, require from theconmuttee and 
the Legislature the most deliberate and respectful coasideraticnk 
It is believed that the history of legislation in this country afibzde 
no instance in which a stronger expression has been made, if 
t^rd be had to numbers, the wealth, or ^e imelligence of the 
petitioners." And this report closes with a res(dution. recom* 
mending Congress to repeal the very clause mentioned abovet 
It cajonot with any propriety be contended that the history of 
those transactions cannot be brought to hear cu the question 
BOW under ccasidetation* Those in favos> of the rq>eal of this 
danse at that time, can be,no less in fiivor of it at the present 
time. ' For many of those petitioners asked for legislation to 
prevent the mail from being carried, and PostoflQces from being 
opened, ool Sunday, as well as the repeal of the law complained 
of; while the petition referred to, above seeks only the repeal of 
the clause compelling Postmasters to violate the fourth comr 
mandment; leaving the rest- to the conscience of the Postmas- 
tei^General and the voice of public opinion. Those who opposed 
the passage of asf law to close Fostoffices and to prevent the 
tranqwrtstion of the mail on Sunday, must, to-be consistent, and 
in ace<HMiaBce with their reasoning, sustain the r^ealing jo£ a 
lav compelling any p^Scer of the United States^ to desecrate that 
day. Among these petitioners were some of the finst men in 
thk nation; 
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Soon after the dose of the hist war, mimerons petitioos in 
rekLtioQ to this ktw, frum west as well as east of- the moontains, 
were sent to Congress.^ Thef .called out a respectful report 
from the Postmaster-General, hut resulted in nothing more. The 
whole history of this-suhject «how8 that the Christian commn* 
nity haye never acquiesced in this irreligious legislation : and 
although there are a few men who would ^adly see the Lord't 
day desecrated by law, yet it is confidently beliered, vfete the 
question. Sabbath erno iSa^^lA^ fairly presented to this republic, 
that a meet oyerwhelming preponderance in its fiiTor would ba 
the result . ^ 

Other, facts may serve to indicate publie sentiment, as it at 
present exists on this sul^ect. And may it not be presumed, 
that m. every portitm of this country, similar expressions hava 
been made, though they have not fiiUen under the inunediate 
inspeetion of the author ? The following memorial' was dico*- 
lated about a year sinoe in the western part of New York and 
the northern part orOhk> ; and obtained the signatures of a 
laige mtgority 'of the business men; in every place to which it 
was sent. 

*' To the Forwarders on the Erie Canal : . 

'< GsMTXXMEN — The object of this memorial is respectfoUy to 
]wesent to your attention the subject- of the observance of the 
Sabbath. Beings engaged in such branches of business as t^ 
quire the transportation of our property upon the Erie canal, we 
htfre often been induced to reflect upon the general subject re- 
specting which this memorial is submitted. And upoa such 
occasicns, oat minds have, fiom the situation which you occupy, 
been very naturally directed towanls> yourselves. 

" We do not< present eurselvea as theologians, but as philaO" 
thropists and citizens. Although we acknowledge the Sabbath 
as a divine institution, ^et it is not in this light that it is jdaped- 
bef<«re your minds. Humanity and patriotism advance motives, 
full of interest and eloquence. -. 

^* An examination of the constitution of man shows that he 
needs just jsuch an institution as the Sabbath. He* is a physical 
being ; and it is impossiUe for the animal machine to continue 
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in coni^ant operatioa withMit uQary, a period of rest being ne- 
ceatfioy to recruit its wasted energies. He is an intellectaai 
being; and if tbe body -be constantly employed, the mind mnst 
be neglected. He is a moral being ; and having a sonl of piiee* 
lees valve, some portion of time is essential4o attend to its in- 
terests. The' body, the intellect, the soul, all demand the ob- 
sftvance of the Sabbath. 

^ Fully believing man to ))e thus constituted, and needing a 
weekly cessation from the ordinary pursuits df life^ sympathy 
induces us to commiserate, those whose employment leads them 
to neglect this necessary repose. They are our fellow-creatores. 
Their and our physical^ mental, and moral powers need .the 
Sabbath. It is thus, gentlemen, with yourselves. We are, 
therefore^ only ttriking upon a c^rd that binds them and yon. 
and ours^ves doa^ together. It is the voice of humaul^, liiat 
asks rest every seventh ^y for the waterman, v 

" The wel&re of our country is deeply afifocted by this subjeet. 
An unintelligent and itnmoral population -^ill spread desolation 
throogh^t A Repuyican -Government Where the 9werd er 
the bayonet is the umpire, there ignorance may prevail, and the 
natfon's existence continue. But our perpetuity as a race of free- 
men rests upott intelligence and morality. Sweep these away, 
and wrecked ure our repuUic, our peace, and our prosperity. 

^ Bat the jdan of negleetmg the observance of the Sabbath, as 
is practised U{WNti the Erie eim«I« tends, so fiur as it goes, to fosttar 
ignorance and immorality. . If evory seventh day were devoted 
to the cultivation of the mind, one whole yeaaf of mental in^ 
pnwement would h& enjoyed in ev^ s^ven years. , If the same 
period were occupied in the st^y of moral (^ligadon^ a similar 
amount of time would be emj^yed in leammg to-become' a bet- 
ter man and a more useful citizeib But the j^resent system of 
Sabbath transportation, so fi» ae-it extends, prevenls the eejey* 
ment oi sudi advantages. 

*' But it is not out intention to enter into an extended mgu- 
ment. We ask, for the sake of hiuaanity^ and fixr the wd&ire 
of our cQimtry^ a ca|iM oonsiderlitien tji this subject. 

^ In addition io these yiews, we feel bound- to obriate an ol^ 
jection, which hat been and -may again he based upon onrselvesw 
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property upon the Sabbath. We^howeyer, wish to be cootidefad 
MexcepdoiM. We do distiBctly dadare loor prefisreoees for a 
diierent cOwg^e. ' \AiKd we WiU heartily r^joiee, if yoa siMwld de- 
tenmne to abandon the present plaA» and require those in. yovnr 
employ .to rest upon die Sahbftth*'' 

At one ci the most eommeieial points in notthem Ohio, about 
(xie hundred and sixty signatures were obtained to a similar pa- 
p«r» induding almost eyery business man in the city. 

Opinions of Public Bodies. 

At the aaniTeranry of the AuEBlAiii Bbihel Societt, held art 
Bnfialo, Jtme,- 183d, the following resolutionswet e unanimously 
ad^tfld :-^ ; 

<«1. Res0lmd, That t|ie rescue of the Christian Sabbath from 
the deeeeratiaB which is almost unirersal apoB oar inlaiid waters, 
is an object of immense importance to the Ammean Bethel So> 
ciety, upon th.e success of which depends the great design of our 
organization, the moral' and religious eievation of sailors tod 
boatmen. 

'* 2. Resolved, That we yiew the act of Congress, imposifig as 
a duty on Postmasters the yiolation of the Sabbath, by requiring 
them to deliyer letters, papers, &c^, oin eyery day bf the week, 9S 
a yiolation of the rights of conscience, contrary to the spirit of 
our institutions, imposed tp the laws of most of the states in this 
Union touchiogthe Sabbath, and is in the way of all attempts to 
rescue the day from desecration,. because it demands what Ood 
has expressly prohibited, ai^d what 'no Christian ,can, with a 
good conscience, perform; and encourages indiyiduals.suidvcom- 
panieS'to persist in a sin which is' the source of the degradation 
and immorality whi^h. we seek to remoye. 

" 3. Resolved, That this law ought to be forthwith repealed. 
" 4. Resolved, That we will endeavor to persuade our fellow- 
citizens ta refrain from their business operations on our lakes, 
riyers, canals, and rail->roads on the Lord's day. 
. "5. Resolved, That if the friends of the Sabbath, would al- 
vmys giye ^ preference to those lines of coi^yeyancfis which rest 
on thstt day, it would have a powerful influence in ch^pging a 
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practice wlueh, if coDtiiiaed,'mu8t unayoidably prore <mi de» 
ttniedoiL 

** 6. Resolved^ That ministeis, and editors, and priyate Obiia- 
tians onght more frequently and faithfsUy to remoodtrate against 
the practice of running ^boats, stages, and rail-road cars, of cany- ' 
ing, opening, and delivering the mail on Sunday — actaoffensiYe 
to Qod, and prejudicial to the best interests <^ the employer, as 
well as the employed. -^ - • « 

" 7. Resolved, That it is the duty of every church to watch 
over its members with constant and increasing care, that no one 
of them who desecrates or causes the desecration of the Sab- 
bath may be allowed to escape the censure which such unchris- 
tian conduct deserves. 

<* 8. Resolved, That Rev. Messrs. Lord, Hopkins, and May be 
•a committee tocorrespond with the friends of the Sabbath in dif- 
fyreat parts ot the country, and devise-ways and means, more ef- 
fectually to secure the object of these -resolutions! " 

The CTeneral AMe7?i^/y of the Presbyterian church, at Pitts- 
burgh, in 1836, passed unanimously a preamble and resolutions, 
from which the following are extracts : — 

** The rest of the Sabbath is the only wise and adequate pro- 
vision for the wants of the arrimal system. The influence of the 
Sabbath canalone^be relied on to sustain our free institutions, to 
extend the empire of law, to preserve domestic order and happi- 
ness, and to continue the bare existence of riiorality and religion 
in the world. The abandonment of the Sabbath is, therefore, 
nothing less than resigning all that is sacred and dear to a 
Christian people, for time and for etenlity." 

The fifth resolution, introduced by Dr. Miller, of Princeton, is 
as follows: — . • 

^^ Resolved, TYibX, in the judgment of this General Assembly, 
the owners of stock in steamboats, canals, rail-roads, &c., which 
are in the habit of violating the ^bbath, are lending their pro- 
perty and their influence to one of the most wide-spread, alarm- 
ing, and deplorable systems -of Sabbath desecration wKich now 
grieves the hearts of the pious, and disgraces the church of God*; 
and that it be respectfully recommended to the friends. of -the 
Lord's day, as soon as possible, to establish such means of puUk 
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taoLTeysnee as shall reliere them from the iieeessity, imder 
which they now lalior, of traveling, at any time, in vehides 
which habitually violate that holy day ; and thus prevent them 
from in any way being partakers in other men's sins in this 
respect" 

Had the subject of the -petition been before that body, there 
can be no doubt a united voice in fiivor of it would have been 
given ; for this resolution, in spirit, is decidedly against the law 
and the piactice which desecrate holy time. And here we have 
the voice of an assembly which represents at least eight or t^ 
hundred thousands of our fellow-citizens. 

And one of the last assemblies of the same church, con- 
vened at Philadelphia, in the report Qf their committee on the 
subject of Sabbath desecration, say, " Having done this, the next 
step "will be to lift up a united voice against all that immoral and 
oppressive legislation, behind which the sin of Sabbath-breaking 
now stands securely entrenched. What has been found true in 
the lemper^ce reform will be found true in the Sabbath reform. 
The sancti(Hi of Ifiw must be removed from every evil which you 
would hJD frown upon and exterminate." 

A few individuals in that body thought they should first purify 
the church, but, having done this, eUl admitted their obligation 
to do what they could to obtain the repeal of the law requiring 
labor on the Lord's day. All believed such a law to be impious, 
impditic, and unjust 

Baptist Convention. — Such sentiments as the following, pre- 
sented to the Baptist Convention of Ohio, are yearly sent forth 
from almost all our ecclesiastical bodies : — 

** Resolvedj That the present alarming desecration of the 
Christian Sabbath is a moral evil, rife alike with every danger to 
the church, to the civil institutions of our country, and to the 
world; and that this convention do most affectionately recom- 
mend and urge upon all the churches the duty of guarding, with 
sacred vigilance, its sanctity and moral purity." 

Cleveland Presbytery, — ^At a session of the Presbytery of" 
Clevehmd, held April 17th, 1838, the following preamble and 
9 
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resdutioQs were adopted, and are hereby submitted for puUkar 
tion: — 

Whereas, The \xw of Congress, requiring Postmasters to de- 
lirer letters, papers, &c, on the Sabbath, is against the law of 
God) and exceedingly prejudicial to the religious interests of the 
conmiunity generally, as well as of those more immediately coo- 
cemed; therefore. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress forthwith to repeal 
said law. 

Resolved, That our delegates to the next Greneral Assembly be 
iQStructed to do all in their power to obtain from said Assembly 
an expressioD against said law, to be forwarded to Congress. 

Resolved, That our clerk furnish such delegates and the edi- 
tor of the Cleveland Observer with a copy of the foregcnng. 
A true copy, attested, 

Myron Tract, ClerkJ* 

At a Sabbath meeting at Clevelaio), held at the Baptist 
church, pursuant to public notice given in the different churches, 
on Sabbath evening, April 1, 1838, Simeon Ford, Esq. was called 
to the chair, and Henry Sexton appointed secretary. ^ 

The chairman stated the object of the meeting to be the pro- 
motion and sanctification of the Christian Sabbath. 

The following resolutions^ were read and sustained by the 
speakers, and all but one passed unanimously : — 

Resolved, That the principles of God's moral government, 
contained in the ten commandments, are applicable to all men, in 
every condition and relation of life ; and that a violation of those 
principles is as perilous to nations as to individuals. — Rev. Mr. 
Tucker. 

Resolved, That the Sabbath, as enjoined by the law of God, is 
necessary, not only to the existence and perpetuity of the Chris- 
tian religion, and the success of all efforts to spread that religion 
through the world, but to the permanence and utility of our re- 
publican institutions. — Rev. Mr. Whiting. 

Resolved, That any law, or any mode of transacting public 
business, which requires ch: involves the violation of the Sabbath, 
is inconsistent with the public good.- Rev. Mr. Aikin. 
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Resolved, That so much df th6 law of the United States, 
passed April, 1810, and re-enacted March, 1825, as requiresVogU 
masters to deliyer letters, papers, &c, on Sunday, is oootrary to 
the law of Grod, and consequently detrimental to the hest inter- 
ests of the individuals immediately concemed ; elceedingly in* 
jnrious to the nation, as a public example of impiety, and ought, 
without delay, to be repealed. — Woohey Welis, Esq. 

Resolved J That the friends of knowledge, of virtue, of refine- 
ment, and of the peace, good order, and happiness of society, are 
as truly bound, in c<»isisteney with their prineij^ies, as the reli- 
gious man, to exert all their influence for a strict observance of 
the Sabbath. — Rev. Mr. Boyderu 

Resolved, That it is the duty of ministers of the (Gospel, and 
editors of religious newspapers, to use every effort in their .ap> 
propriate spheres to promote the sanctification of the Sabbath, 
by showing the essential importance of its influence to the wdl- 
hxe of individuals and nations, and the certainty, derivable firom 
the revealed principles of God's govepunent, that a public and 
general desecraticw (^ that day must be fdlowed by exenq>lary 
and feaifiil judgments. — Rev. Mr. Kinsley. 

The following resolutions were read and passed without de- 
bate. 

Resolved, That, in the opini<»i of this meeting, it is the duty 
of ecclesiastical bodies immediately to express to the committees 
on Postoffices and post-roads, and through them to Congress, 
their unqualified disapprobation of the law requiring Postmas- 
ters to deliver letters and papers on Sunday. 

Resolved^ That.it be recommended to all delegates who may 
attend meetings of such bodies, to do all in their power to procure 
and forward to Congress such expressions of disapprobation. 

SniEON Ford, Chairman. 

Henry Sexton, Secretary. 

Opinions of Editors of Newspapers. 

But one sentiment expressed by the various religious and po- 
litical editors, touching this law, (except in a single instance,) 
has reached the author. Extracts from several of them, belong- 
ing to seven different denominations, and representing the views 
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of many hundred thousands of our best citizens, are given below. 
It is not probable that all whieh has been said on this suljeet 
has been received ; but enough has been seen to justify the as- 
sertion that the readers of the religious class of publications are 
in favor of granting the prayer of the petition. In a word, all 
who consider the Sabbath essential to our religious and political 
prosperity seem to be in favor of the repeal of said law. 

" We designed to speak cm this sulgect in connection with 
noticing the petition of Harmon Kingsbury, mentioned in the 
following account of the proceedings of a meeting in this place 
on Wednesday last. Our present limits, however, forbid any 
thing more than the expression of our full and hearty concur- 
tence in the action of the meeting, and our conviction that no 
friend of our republican institutions, resident in this county, would 
object to the repeal of that part of the law specified in Mr. 
Kingsbury's petition, while our good citizens generally, would 
doubtless regard it as the imperative duty of Ckngress to make 
the repeal." — Ohio Atlas ondElyria Advertiser, 

** At a meeting of persons friendly to the religious observance 
of the Sabbath, at Eljrria, Lorain Countt, on the 14th of March, 
1838, the petition of Harmon Kingsbury, of Cleveland, * praying 
the repeal of that part of an act of Congress regulating the Post- 
office Department, which requires Postmasters to deliver letters, 
fcc, on the Sabbath,' Was read, and the object thereof unani- 
mously approved. 

" Whereupon it was 

^ Resolved, That the law is a bad one, and ought to be repeal- 
ed ; and we would eafnestly request our Representatives in Con- 
gress to do all in their power to ^ect its repeaL 

" Whereas, we have learned, with satisfaction, that the petition 
of Mr. Kingsbury has been received and submitted, in both 
houses of Congress, to their Standing Committees on the Post- 
office, we deem it our duty to make this expression of our feel- 
ings, and very much desire that a general expression of the 
friends of the Sabbath might go out and reach these commit- 
tees, that they may be satisfied that the law is disapproved ex- 
tensively. J. £. Chaplin, Chairmatu 

L. H. Loss, Secretary.** 
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" We hare oanuiMnced pabliahing today, llr. Eingsbiuy's pe- 
dtkii to CoDgresB, to abolish so much of the Poatoffice law as re- 
quires Postmasters to deliyer letters on the Sabbath. We are 
confident that but very few, if any, can be found among our read- 
ers who would be opposed to this measure. The request is a rea- 
sonable one, and it ought to be granted. Every consideration, 
both of interest and of duty, is for it" — Cleveland Observer. 

'* The opening of the Postofficeon the Sabbath is another gross 
profanation of holy time; and if all our Postmasters had that 
regard fpt their souls or for the Sabbath, as a day of rest, which 
they ought to have, they would in a body remonstrate against 
this requisition. It deprives them of the relaxation which their 
Maker designed for them, and which the Constitution of our 
Greneral Grovemment undoubtedly intended to secure for public 
men. He who tresp^usses upon the Sabbath, in gcnng to the 
Postoffice on that day for purposes of business, trespasses also 
upon the rights, and' wounds the soul of the Postmaster. We 
do not see how any one can daim to be a fiiend of the Sabbath, 
and to desire that all should enjoy its blessings, who, by his 
own example, will sanction so gross a vidatitNi of the day." — 
Connecticut Observer. 

" The law in question, and every other requiring labor on the 
Sabbath day, directly contravenes ^e express and solemn enact- 
ment of the God of heaven. Besides, as the existing law obliges 
all Postmasters to labor on the Sabbath, its direct effect is to 
disqualify every man for that office who has scruples of con- 
science against the habitual performance of common labor on 
that day of which Jehovah has said, * In it thou shall do no 
workJ* " — Auburn Banner. 

'< We regard the law»iis it now stands, not only as a national 
nn, but as operating un&irly and unequally, in exacting from 
the officers connected with the Postoffice establishment labor on 
the Sabbath, which is given as a day of rest to officers in the 
other departments. It operates injuriously, also, in preventing 
many wmscientious men from accepting office, one of the re- 
quirements of which is to break the Sabbath, while it throws, 
in ioo many instances, important trusts into the hands of the 
9* 
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' vnprinmpied. May not the multiplied cuet of delm^ency 
which hare occurred in this department of lale yeois be aecomited 
for on this principle ?" — PrtBhyttrUn. 

" We believe thesulgect (of the repeal) is of immense import- 
ance to this entire nation. We caimot think for a mom^it on 
the dreadful judgments which the Bible informs us once fell up- 
on other nations who disregarded the holy Sabbath, without 
shuddering in fearful anticipation of what may yet befall our 
own country. And it does seem to us that the welfare of the 
republic, the cause of suffering humanity, and the Yoice of (jrod, 
call for a repeal of the law above named ; and we hope it will 
be called for by the united voice of this whole nation, through 
the length and breadth of this land."— Z»on'« WaK^miaru 

*' ThelawY>f (rod eMablishing the Sabbath was enacted at the 
creation of man, and was therefore antecedent to the Mosaic 
ceremonial law. At the giving of the moral (not the ceienM^ 
ttial) kw, this precept was aigrafied into the moral code which 
Almighty God wrote on tables of stone. At this dme it was 
recognizBd as of old and permanent standing, by the words of 
introduction : " Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath day." 
Our Lord in the Gospel recognizes the Sabbath in as plain terms 
as possible. He does not repeal it any more than the precepts 
respecting swearing, murder, adultery, &c. The fourth com- 
mandment, then, stands with all its original authority, which 
no man or body of men have any right, human or divine, to an- 
nul, break, or cause to be annulled or broken, without incurring 
the severest penalty. To the honor of God's truth, and in sub- 
mission to his law, w^ refer to the fourth commandment, and 
acknowledge its moral and political authority : 

** Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath day," &c. 

**£ver since mistaken Christians and designing infideh set 
themselves against the Sabbath, in Congressional enactments 
and otherwise, the tide of sin has been setting in stronger, so 
that iniquity has obtained a decided advantage, and the cause 
of religion and morals has received very great checks. We be- 
lieve that every friend to good order ought to stand up in defence 
of the fourth commandment, as rigorously as he does lor th e 
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odMT coBunaDdiiiflnts. If the coefiJlB, the ^dmn will M with 
it. Then mmder mod misnile will overwhelm the land, and 
mobs BDd Tideiiee will gorem it We pd^ish the foUawiag 
(Mr. KingBbmy^) petition en this solgect with great cofdialitf." 
— Western Christum Advocate. 

** In raferenee to Bfr. Kingebuy's preeoit eCbrts, we deem it «f 
Terjr great importanee that they ihoold be pioaccated with vig- 
or and not be relinqnished until the olgeot is gained, and for 
the following reasons : 

^ 1. In the first place, the Gkiyemment would lose nothing by 
granting the thing prayed for. Just as many letters, papers, 
and pamphlets would circulate through the mail as though the 
Postoffices were required to be kept open on the Sabbath* 

^2. It is due to the thnuBands who are employed in the Post- 
offices throughout the country that this pmyer should be granted. 
These persons need the rest of the Sabbath as much .as others, 
and wo«dd be as glad of it. They would all doubtless rejoice 
to be relieved from labor one day in seven, and not a few of 
them would esteem it a privilege to spend the day in a manner 
more congenial with the dictates of their consciences; We see 
not why every Postmaster in the land, whether religiously or 
iireligiously inclined, should not hM up both hands for the repeal 
And, besides, many of the most trustworthy men in the country 
are absolutely driven from the service of the Fostc^ce Depart- 
ment by their conscientious regard for the daims of the Sabbath* 
while multitudes of others, of the same character, are prevented 
by the same considerations from entering it 

" 3. The Government owes the repeal of the law which thus 
enjoins the viidation of the Sabbath to the feelings and wishes 
of a large proportion of the citizens of the United States, embrac- 
ing, to say the least, as much intelligence, patriotism, and moral 
worth, as is to be found in any other equal number of persons in 
the country, ifj indeed^ an equal number opposed te it can he 
found. There is no denomination of Christians, at least none 
termed evangelical, whose feelings axe not cruelly set at naught 
hf this law, and that, too, without the shadow of an apology. 

^ 4. No class of persons in community <;an giye any valid rea- 
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son why the law ahoold not be repealed. None will be mjured 
by it in their pecmuary interests. The petition does not vak 
that Postoffices shall not be qf>ened on the Sahbath under any 
circumstances, let the emergency be as it may, but <»ily that 
men shall not be compelled to labor on the Sabbath. Nor would 
violence be done to the consdences of any class of persons. No 
person would be thereby compelled to do any thing which hurts 
bis conscience in the least, or to see any thing done which would 
wound his moral sensibility. 

^*5. Patriotism demands the repeal of this obnoxious law. 
Who doubts that the blessings of free goyemment are enjoyed 
in proportion as the spirit of genuine Christianity prerails ? and 
that this is what makes the difference betweoi the goremments 
of Christian and pagan countries) and also between the gorenir 
ments of those countries for which Christianity has done most 
and thode for which she has done least ? Nobody doubts it 
Does not patriotism demand, then, that a law which goes to sub- 
Tert Christianity should be repealed ? Christianity cannot exist 
without the Sabbath, and the tendency of the law in question 
is to destroy the latter, and thus, indirectly, the former. Lore 
of country, then, should cry aloud for its repeal. 

" 6. Ccmsistency demands it We are not a nation <^ heathen, 
or of infidels. As a nation, we profess to embrace the religicm 
of the Bible, so fax that we choose to be denominated a Christian 
country. But does not the law which requires men to do busi<- 
ness on the Sabbath deny this ? and does not consistency, there- 
fore, demand its repeal ?" — Michigan Observer. 

'^ We are glad to perceive that a petition has been introduced 
before Congress, by Harmon Kingsbury, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
praying the repeal of that part of an act of Congress, regulating 
the Postoffice Department, which requires Postmasters to deliver 
letters^ ^c, on Sunday, That act reads thus : ^ And it shall be 
the duty of the Postmaster, at all reasonable hours, on every day 
of the weekf to deliver, on demand, any letter, paper, or packet, 
to any person," &c. 

** But we object to this law, because, without the plea of nece»- 
iMtyor mercy, it requires Postmasters to deliver letters on any 
portion of the Sabbath. 



tmiDAT UMLB. 105 

" It is incansisteni with ike liberty of con$eUnce^wmX Urns mith 
a fundamental principle of OUT goveniment. It requires officeiB 
of the govemment to do, what the piofessed &itli of ninety-nine 
hundredths of the people and the professed principles of the 
gOTemment of the United States condemn, as opposed to the 
law of God and the best interests of society. 

'* It is incansisteni wUktke laws and usages of tie^ gotfemmeni. 
The CcMistitution of the United States exempts the President 
from work on Sunday, by excepting Sundays from the ten dayi 
within which, if he does not return a bill, it becomes a law* 
The Supreme Court of the United States is forbidden, by law, to 
do business on Sunday. Both Houses of Congress and all thie 
public officers claim the privilege of abstinence from public bu- 
siness on the Sabbath. The laj^s regulating the army and navy 
and the Military Academy of the United States enjoin the dl> 
sefrance of the Sabbath, and attendance upon Divine wanibip 
on that day. 

^ Congress might, with as nmch propriety and right, enact a 
law requiring the- President of the United States, and all heads 
of departments, and all auditors and clorks ; aU officers and men 
in the army and navy, and all the judges of the courts of the 
United States, to attend to their usual business on Sunday, as to 
maintain the present law requiring unnecessary kbor of Poel- 
masters on the Lerd's day. 

" But there is another view of this matter. In nearly all, if not 
all of the States, there are laws expressly enjoining the keeping 
of the Sabbath, or else declaring " the duty of all men puUidy 
and at stated seasons'' to worship Qod. Every where the Sab- 
bath is the stated sedson selected for public woiship. Now, let 
us consider the law of Congress as to Postmasters, and the law 
of Vermont, lor example, as to the Sabbath. The latter declares 
(see Constitution of Vermont) that ^^ every denomination of 
Christians aught to observe the Sabbath or Lard's day^ and keep 
up religious u)anhip.'' In Vermont, however, there are perhaps 
some hundreds of persons in the employ of the United Sutes as 
Postmasters, citizens nevertheless of Vermont^ and bound by ita 
kws. The law of Congress forbids them to observe the Sab- 
bath, and requires them to abstain from public wocship, for the 
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pofpoM of being icady, at all reasonable hours, to deliver letters, 
6cc. The law of their own State declares it to be their duty to 
attend public worship, and keep the day free from secular \^aA. 
Thus, Congress goes into Vermont and forbids her citizens to 
mind her laws. 

" The law under consideration was the first statute enacted by 
Congress, requiring a violation of the religion of the land. We 
charge it with being an unauthorized interference with that 
religion. 

*• ' When the Constitution provided that Congress should pass no 
law establishing religion, it surely was not intended to vest that 
body with the right to pass a canon desecrating one of the most 
sacred institutions of die religicm of the nation. This law is 
a^t7»< religion. It does not leave Christianity in the same 
drcumstances as before it was passed. It is a legislative inter* 
ference with the rights of conscience, the liberty of the people, 
and the religion which lies at the basis of their civil and politi- 
cal institutions. We pray our legislators to review the fiirewell 
address of Washington, unless we have b^ome too wise to be 
taught by such a teacher. < Of all the dispositions and habits 
(says Pater Patria) which lead to pditical prosperity, religion 
and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that 
man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to sub- 
vert these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens.' Let 
them hear another of the men 6{ olden times. Said Franklin, 
in the Convention that formed our present Constitution : * The 
longer I live, the more I see convincing proofe that God governs 
in the afiairs of men ; and if a sparrow cannot fiiU to the ground 
without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise with- 
out his aid ? We have been assured in the sacred writings,- that 
except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it I 
I'firmly believe this; and I also believe, that without his con- 
curring aid, we shall suceeed in this political building no. beUer 
than the builders of Babel ; our projects will be confounded, and 
we ourselves shall become a reproach and a by-wotd down to 
future ages.' Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers ! * Them 
that honor me will I honor.' ' If thou turn away thy foot from 
the Sabbath, from doing my pleasure on my holy day, and call 
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the Sal>bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable, and shall 
honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, ntw speaking thine own words, then will I cause thee 
to lide CHI the high places of the earth— the month of the Loi4 
hath spoken it.' ''-^amher Observer, 

" The petition of Harmon Kingsbury we received some ten 
days ago, through the politeness of a friend at Washington, but 
had not then time to examine it. Of the particular circum- 
stances connected with its being brought before Congress in its 
present form, we know nothing. We are not among those who 
are forward in clamoring for legislative interference in matters 
(^religion, and especially under circumstances calculated to ex- 
cite a suspicion that sectarian or party interests are at the bot- 
tom. But we have reason to fear that the aversion some of our 
fellow citizens have cherished against giving countenance to 
measures in which prominent parties have taken the lead, has 
betrayed them into the opposite extreme ; and under a notion of 
guarding against a union of Church and State, they have, un- 
warily, we trust, compromitted the interests of religion, and 
given undue advantage to its open and avowed enemies. There 
are certain great principles of religion and morality interwoven 
into the tissue of our Grovemment and laws, which are as sacred 
to the statesman as to the Christian. Among these are an ac- 
knowledgment of Gkxi, of his providence, of the Bible, and of the 
institution of the Sabbath, &c. And while the nation is pro- 
hibited by its Constitution from passing any law which shall 
give the preference to one sect of Christians above others, it is 
equally bound, by the same charter of the people's rights, to 
secure to all the liberty of conscience, and to protect the great 
principles in which all agree. It appears to us, therefore, that 
no law can be constitutional, which, by fair implication, infracts 
any of these rights. It was evidently never intended by the 
fitthers of the republic, who devised the structure of the Govern- 
ment, or the sovereign people who sanctioned it, that a public 
acknowledgment of God, as he is revealed to us in the Christian 
Scriptures, and the sanctity of the holy Sabbath, should be lost 
sight of in public or in private life. If this conclusion be just, it 
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m mffieient to settle the questiaEi brought before Congress in die 
memorial before diat body. But there are other reasons -whiA 
should influence our rulers in this matter. The great lig>ht of 
legislators is the light of experience. This is their only safe 
guide. Let us inquire, then, what' nation has rejected Qod and 
profaned the holy Sabbath, whose hbtory does not exhibit 
marked indications of his displeasure, in disastrous events, so 
nearly connected with these as their cause, that no mind, well 
disciplined in a correct process of reasoning, can mistake their 
connection ? History will afford lessons of instruction on this 
momentous subject, which it will be wisdom in all who lore 
their country, (laying their religious yiews out of the question,) 
to learn and treasure up. 

" We hope that Congress will respect the prayer of their peti- 
tioner, not only because it is evidently in accordance with the 
principles of morality and religion, which are incorporated in the 
organization of our Govemment, and without which we cannot 
hope to prosper as a nation, but because the request appears to 
be reasonable, and the terms in which it is made unexcepticma- 
ble. No plea of necessity, mercy, or utility, can be urged in 
favor of obliging Postmasters to deliver letters on the Sabbath ; 
while every consideration of right, reason, and religion, forbids 
it." — Christian Advocate and Journal, 

Legislative Actum. 

But perhaps the best proof of the present state of public 
opinion is to be found in the fact, that when a petition was pre- 
sented to the Legislature of New York, last winter, " praying 
the repeal of the laws for the observance of the Sabbath," &c., 
they, by a vote nearly unanimous, rejected the prayer of the 
petitioners. An extract from a ** report of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on the petition" above referred to, is here subjoined. 

"In Assembly, March 13, 1838.— Tour committee do not ap- 
prehend any of the evils which the petitioners suggest as likely 
to follow from the observance of the Sabbath. There is nothing 
in the history of the past, or in the prospect of the future, Which 
induces the belief that the laws on this subject will * promote 
indolence,^ or increase the opportunities and facilities to vice 
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and immonditf .' Yiewiog the Sabbath merely as a ciTil insti- 
tntioD, venerable from its age, consecrated as a day of rest by 
the usage of our fathers, cherished by the common consent of 
mankind throughout the nations of Christendom, we cannot con- 
air with the petitioners in regarding the laws for its observance 
as * ^armg outrages,' nor participate in the * profound astonish* 
ment' with which they profess to be * filled' by reason of the 
'toleration of those laws in the present age.' The petitioners 
may safely dismiss their fear that the influence of the Sabbath 
will be corrupting to the public morals; they need have no 
uudety lest our citizens should cease to be an industrious peo- 
]rfe, because of their resting one day in seven : they may fed 
assuriHi that < liberty and equality' are in no danger of being 
mbverted by the regulated observance of a day which witnesses, 
throaghout this Commonwealth, * the free exercise and enjoy- 
ment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination 
or preference/ (Constitution, article 7, section 3.) They will 
find, if they ezamme the subject, that the great end of our Oov- 
erament is to secure, protect, and perpetuate both civil and re- 
lig^ious liberty, and that the Legislature has no more power to 
riolate those rights, by treating churches and religious associa- 
tions as * public nuisances,' than it has to treat literary societies 
or political meetings in the same light. 

" When *the people of this State adopted the Constitution 
mder which we live, they ordained that ' the free exercise and 
enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrim- 
ination or preference, shall be forever allowed in this State to 
an mamkind ; but the liberty of conscience hereby Secured shaU 
not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify 
practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of the State.' 
(Constitution, article 7, section 3.) But in thus protecting them- 
«dves against the intolerance of any one religious sect, it was 
fcy no means their object to declare war against religion itself. 
On the contrary, they expressly provided that even this freedom 
of conscience, which is thus secured as sacred, shall in no case 
permit any acts which are licentious, and, therefore, inconsistent 
with that public morality whidi ha» the Christian religion alone 
^ its basis and support. 
10 
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(( In all countries some kind of rdigicn or other has existed in 
all ages. No people on the face of the glohe are without a pre- 
vailing national religion. Magistrates hare sought in many 
countries to strengthen civil government by an alliance with 
some particular religion, and an intolerant exclusion of all others. 
But those who have wield/ed this formidable power have ren- 
dered it a rival, instead of an auxiliary to the public welfare ; a 
fetter, instead of a protection to the rights of conscience. With 
us it is wisdy ordered, that no one religion shall be established 
by law, but that all pers<xis shall be left free in their choice and 
in their mode of worship. Still, this is a Christian nation* 
Ninety-nine hundredths, if not a larger proportion of our whcde 
population, believe in the general doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion. Our Government depends for its very being on the virtue 
of the people ; on that virtue which has its foundation in the 
morality of the Christian religion, and that religion is the com- 
mon and prevailing faith of the j^eopLe. There are, it is true, 
exceptions to this belief, but general laws are not made for ex- 
cepted cases. There are to be found, here and there, the world 
over, individuals who entertain opinicms hostile to the common 
sense of mankind on subjects of honesty, humanity, and decency, 
but it would be a kind of republicanbm with wluch we are not 
acquainted in this country, which would require the great mass 
of mankind to yiekl to, and be govemed by, this few. 

'* It is quite unnecessary to enter into a detailed review of all 
the evidence that Christianity is the common creed of this na- 
tion ; we know it, and we feel it, as we know and feel any other 
unquestimied and admitted truth ; the evidence is all atound us, 
and before us, and with us. We know, too, that the exceptions 
to this general belief are rare ; so very rare that they axe suffi- 
cient only, like other exceptions, to prove a general rule. 

" Such being the case, the questien arises, whether the laws 
and usages required by the principles and feelings of the vast 
ntajority should give way to the peculiar dogmas of the very 
iew ; whether they are oppressive on the conscience ; or whether 
they operate as a greater restriction on the natural rights of the 
very few than is indispensable to the good of society. 

'' It is obvious that a negative is the only answer that can be 
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gnren to either of these inquiries. Our laws are entkely tderant ; 
they recognize no tests, disabilities^ or discriminatioDs ; there is 
BO impediment to the free enjoyment, by e^ery hmnan being, of 
any religicai whatever ; there is no proscription of those who do 
or do not belong to any particular sect, -or to no sect. Who believe 
in any particular religion or no religion ; all are alike protected 
by the laws and amenable to thenoL The desecration o£ ths 
^bbath by servile labor, sporting, gaming; hunting, and hone- 
lacing. would, in a state of society like ours, be an outrage on 
the feelings and peace of the people, and would be incompatible 
with the ' exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and 
worship,' guarantied to them by the C(»istimti(». Such acts, 
therefore, become positive offences, and are prohibited by law ; 
and such prohibition is no more a restraint of the natural rights 
of the solitary few, than hundreds of others in the stamte book, 
or than is due to the sodal rights of the community as a whole. 
" Your committee desire to be understood as placing these 
laws exclusively on the ground of political and constitutional 
light With the religious obligations which individuals are 
under to reverence the Sabbath, we have nothing to do; those 
obligaticHis are purely personal, not social; as to them, every 
loan is, of right, his own judge. Aside from usCial considerations 
under which the people of this country are disposed to observe 
the Sabbath, there can be no question that, as a mere civil insti* 
tution, none could be devised more salutary. If it had no other 
effect thto to promote the personal cleanliness and cessation 
fiom bodily lab<v, so essential to the health and physical energy 
oi a population, it would be wdl worth legal protection. The 
experience of mankind has shown that oceasional rest is neces- 
sary for the health of the laborer, and for his continued ability to 
toil : that * the interval .of relaxation which Sunday affords to 
the laborious part of mankind, eontributes greatly to the comfort 
and satis&ction of their lives, both a» it refreshes them for the 
time, and as it relieves their six days' labor by the prospect of a 
^ of rest always approaching; which could not be said of 
casual indigence of leisure and rest, even were they more fre- 
quent than there is reason to expeet they would be if left to the 
discretion or humanity of interested taskmasters.' (Paley, voU 
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3, p. 292,) In th« abseoce of laws prohibiting lalxMr on tke Sab- 
bath, all that portioQ of the peojde who are in the service of 
others, who are employed as clerks, apfMrentices, in manufacto- 
ries, as laborers, and otherwise, would be without any protec- 
tion for their rights of worship or of rest ; they would be left at 
the mercy of others, and -subject to the caprice, cupidity, or 
legalized immorality of their employers. The added toil of the 
seventh day would only reduce the price, and the ' laborer him- 
self, who deserved and suffered most by the change, would gain 
nothing.' Even the beasts that tdl for man are entitled to their 
rest, and it is found that they can accomplish more by ceasing 
from their work one day in seven. Thus the dictates of human* 
ity and the decree of nature alike require the observance a£ the 
Sabbath. 

" If the laws forbidding labor of one kind were repealed, there 
would be no reason why the repeal should, not extend to all 
kinds; why courts should not sit ; process issue; jurors be con^ 
pelled to serve, and parties and witnesses attend on the Sabbath ; 
why the militia should not be ordered out for pamde and inf^ieo- 
tion; why town meetings should not be held; in a word, there 
should be no reason why the people should not be at all times 
liable to be interrupted in the ccmscientious discharge of their 
religious duties, and to a virtual prohibition of the ' free exer- 
cise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship.' 

^ The humanizing effect of the Sabbath in promoting works 
of benevolence, charity, schools for the instruction of those who 
cannot obtain instruction elsewhere, and in strengthening the 
social relations of friends and neighbors, is amcxig its most be- 
mgn results. The principles which are then mculcated, in 
churches of all denominations, strengthen that public morality, 
good order, and obedi^ice to the laws, so essential to the security 
of the State. 

" A black chapter in the history of the French revolution fur- 
nidies a monitory lesson as to the results o£ the prostration of 
all religion. There is nothing in those countries where the Sab- 
bath is disregarded to commends their example to our imitation. 
We are persuaded that the petitioners would not, as good citi» 
zens, be willing to see cbck-fi^ting, horse-racing, theatrical exhi* 
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bitious, bull-baitkigi and other demoraliziiig and brotal displays, 
take the place of the quiet and order, the tranqmllity and peace, 
which reign throughout our borders on that day. And yet, if we 
abandcm our customs, and break down those barriers against 
vice which now protect us, there is no reason to suppose that we 
skould not be visited by those offensiye results as well as other 
ooontries. We need hardly say, that while public virtue and 
morality prevail in this State, the peojde will never ratify, by a 
repeal of the law, the violatiQQ of the Sabbath. It is endeared 
to them by the example of their fathers, by the associations of 
their youth, and by the habit of their lives." 

Suppose it be admitted — and why is it not reasonable to do 
80?->that all the states, having laws to protect the Sabbath are 
of the same opinion expressed above, is there not in this fact 
alone, overwhelming evidence that the great majority of this 
nation consider the Sabbath essential to national prosperity, and 
▼oald rgoice to witness th^ repeal of the law requiring labor 
QQ that day ? 

Unconstitutionality of the Law. 

It is said that twenty-tluree of the states of this Union at least, 
Ittve penal enactments against Sabbath desecration. Besides, 
the common law of England, up to the time <^ the revolution, it . 
is believed, was adopted by all the colonies. Long before the 
American revolution it was decided that the desecration of the 
Sabbath was an offeoee at common law, which, all admk, recog- 
luzes the authority of Christianity. The Sabbath, then, is re» 
cognized both by statute and common law, by the states which 
compose this Union, as a day upon which courts cannot sit, or 
civil process issue ; the servant, apprentice, and laborer, are ex- 
empt from worldly avocations on that day, and protected in its 
^joyment as a season oi rest. And aU entertainments, exhibi- 
^008, reviews, or other thmgs tending to disturb the religious 
observance of the day, are pirohibited. 

7he first inquiry which now suggests itself is, have the states 

^ ngbt to make such laws ? for, if they have, then Congress has 

^ nght to make a law virtually abrogating state laws, by com- 

pelliog a portion <^ their citizens to labor on Sunday. Have the 

10» 
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States, by the Conttitatioii, comiiiitted any sudi power to Coih 
gran? 

Instructions to the Delegates of the Continental Congress* 

The following extiaets from the instnictions girea by many of 
the colonies to their delegates to the Continental Congress, in 
1776, will show, that in the resenred rights of the States are in- 
cluded all ^ that relates to their internal police, and the manage- 
ment of their own civil and religions afikin." 

North Carolina^ April 12, 1776.-^" Reserving to this colony 
the stole and exclusive right of forming a ccmstitution and laws 
for this colony." 

Rhode Island, May 4, 177a-->< Taking the greatest care to 
secure to this colony, in the strangest manner, its present estab- 
lished form, and all the powers of government, so &r as relates to 
its internal police and conduct of oar own affiatirs, civil and r^* 
ligious." 

Virginia, May 15, ITt^.—^' Provided, That the power of 
forming government for, and regulating the internal concerns of, 
each colony, be left to the respective colonial legislatures." 

Pennsylvania, June 14, 1776.— " Reserving to the peqple of 
this cdiony the sole and exclusive right of regulating the internal 
government and police of the same." 

Connecticut, June 14, 1776. — " Saving that the administratioa 
of government, and the power of forming governments for, and 
the regulation of the internal concerns and police of each colony, 
ought to be left and remain to the respective colonial legis- 
latures." 

New Hampshire, June 15, 1776. — ^* Provided, the regulation of 
our internal police be under the direction of our own Assem- 
bly." 

New Jersey, June 21, 1776. — ^ Always observing, that what- 
ever plan of confederacy you enter into, the regulatmg the inte^ 
nal policy of this province is to be reserved to the colony Ic^gis- 
lature." 
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Maryiand, June 28, 1776.— ''Prcmded the sole and ezdnflire 
riglit of regukting the intenud govenuneiU «id poiioe of this 
colony be resored to the peopb thereoL** 

South Carolina implies the same. 

The colonies would come into the Union only on certain eon- 
diticHis, expressed above; .and, as these conditions were nearly 
or quite unirersal among the colonies, can it be supposed that 
any. of these conditions were surrendered by the delegates, or di» 
regarded by the C(»istitnti(»i ? Certainly noL And each stata 
now belonging to this Union has the same right to prohibit labor 
in its territory on Sunday, whether in relation to thtf mail and 
Postoffices, or other things, that die seyeral colonies had. Be* 
sides these reserved rights, they now hare, and always have bad, 
a natural and an tnherent right to forbid the doing of those tbioga 
whidi lead to crime and immorality, — and to encourage and pro* 
tect those things which conduce to a quiet, orderly, and moral 
hfe; and who ever doubted that the Sabbath, duly observed^ 
tends to promote peace, virtue, good order, intelligenoe, and mo* 
rality among a people ? 

Hence, as well as from the caution widi which the States 
finally adopted the Ccnstitutian, it is evident that they never 
intieoded to give to Ckngress power to inteifere with their intei^ 
nal iM^islatioB, in rehtdon to morality and religion; and,' least of 
all, to authorize them to compel the citizens of the States to 
trample on the Sabbath, a boon guarantied to them before the 
Ccnstitution existed, and which has never been surrendered. In 
seooidance with this sentiment, is an opinion expressed, in a pe- 
tition to Congress oa the same subject, in 182$ and 1829, and 
signed, with others, by the Hon. John Cotton Smith, viz : " The 
<i«neral Government has not the constitutional power to aatho* 
rize the violation of the Sabbath." 

Sabbath-bveaking tends to deteriorate the sense of moral obU- 
gBtieii, and to open the floodgates of iniquity; therefore, the 
states have not only the right, but they are in duty bound to for- 
bid and to prevent it And Congress not only has the right, but 
is also in duty bound to forbid and prevent it, in the District of 
Columibia, and in all her Terrttoxies. 
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The Hod. WUmq H. Lumpkin, of Greoigiay Bays: ^ All maat^ 
mices, which tend to annoy the eommiinity, or injoie the health 
of the citizens in general, or corrupt the manners and morals of 
the people, subject their authors to serere penalties.'^ And who 
cannot see that Sabbath-breaking tends to annoy the community, 
iijure the health of those who enjoy no day of rest, and corrupt 
the manners and morals of the community ? 

Then it is clear, if the states have not only the ri^it, but are 
in duty bound to preyent this immorality, this nation has no 
right to eontrarene the rights and wishes of the several states. 
For, in the language of the Hon. T. Frelinghuysen, on license 
laws, it may be said, ^ Men can hardly ayoid looking up to the 
halls of legislation for standards of duty; they expect to find 
models there that may be safely followed. • • • • Men 
will not take time to question the moral power of a legislature 
to make that right which Groddeckres wrong. ••*•!£ 
they can plead, that in their practice they confwm to iato, it is 
all fair weather with them, and you cannot easily conyinee them 
that they do wrong. ♦ ♦ ♦ • You cannot reach the con- 
sciences of men standing behind this authority." And, so long as 
the people can shield themselves behind national law, requiring 
labor on Sunday, it will be almost or quite useless to attempt 
either to control their actions, by state laws, or by moral suasion 
reach their consciences, so as to induce them to *' rranember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy." 

Getitral Legation of Congress. 

Michigan. — ^It can easily be shown that this law is in direct 
opposition to the general legislation of Congress, and the uniform 
practice of thb government In giving laws to Michigan, when 
a Territory, Congress declare, ** that, in every community, some 
portion of time ought to be set apart for relaxation from worldly 
care and employments, and deyoted to the social worship of Al- 
mighty Grod, and the attainment of religious and moral instrao- 
tion, which are in the highest degree promotive of the peace, 
happiness, and prosperity of a people." And they further pro- 
vide that the first day of the week shall be kept and observed by 
the good people of the Territory as a Sabbath, holy day, or day 
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of rest from all secular employments, (ffisliop McTlTaioe^ 
ThanksgiviDg Sermon.) How does this reasoning condemn the 
law in tjuestion ! What stronger or more fi»cible arguments 
can be used to show its immorality and unconstitntiooality than 
are found in this wise legislation for the Territory of Michigan I 
Do not Congress here most indignantly and eloquently rebuke 
their own legislation ? And ought such contradictory acts as 
this, and the law complained of, to remain on their statute books ? 
Is not here evidence that the obnoxious clause was introduced 
without due consideration of its bearing on the Sabbath, and the 
moral ccmdition of the nation ? 

It is discovered on examination that Congress did not directly 
enact this law. It was done hy their regularly constituted 
ageats, the Grovemor and Judges of the Territory, whose duty 
it was to make the laws for said territory, and report them to 
Congress. See " An ordinance for the government of the ter- 
ritory of the United States, north-west of the Ohio Biver." 

^ The Governor and Judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt 
and publish in the district, such laws of the origim^ States, cri- 
minal and civil, as may he necessary, and best suited to the cir- 
cumstances of the district, and report them to . Congress from 
time to time ; which laws shall be in force in the district until 
the organization! of the, general assembly therein, unless disap- 
proved of by Congress." Congress never disapproved of this 
law which accords with laws on this subject in many of the 
original States. So of course it may be said to be their act 
Whatever one does by another, is, in law, considered as having 
been done by himself. January 7, 1839. 

Bill 6f Rights. 

Florida,— Extmci from the bill of rights for ihe government 
of Flcfrida, while a territoiy.— " To the end that the mhabitants 
may be protected in their liberty, property, and religion, no law 
shall eVer be valid which shall impair, or in any wise restrain 
the fireedom of religious opinions, profession, and worship." — 
(Gordon's Digest, section 1,134.) 

Here Congress declares invalid any law " which shall impair 
or in any wise restrain the freedom of religious opinions, profe»- 
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akns, and wonhip." And the law reqmraig Fostmasten to 
labor oa Sunday, if it do not restrain the freedom of religions 
opinions and professions^ certainly does of ^ worship ;" for how 
ean one enjoy religious worship, while compelled to deliver let- 
ters, papers, &c ? Both of these laws cannot be binding, any 
more than in the case of Michigan. 

'Arkansas, — The following clause is found in the bill of rights 
f<Mr the goyemment of the Territory of Arkansas. — ^** No law 
shall be made which shall lay any person under restraint, bur- 
den, or disability, on account of his religious opinions, profes- 
sions, or mode of worship." — (Gordon's Digest, section 1,122. 

By the law requiring labor on Sunday, the consistent Christian 
Postmaster is ccmstrained to abandon his office, or he is restrained 
in his religious opinions and privileges. The two laws are not 
consistent with each other. Let it ever be remembered, that 
wherever Congress speaks of religion, in connection with our 
rights and happiness, it means the Christian religion. It does 
not distinguish between the different denominations of Chris- 
tians, but it does between Christianity and anti-Christianity, as 
is evident from what has already been said, and from the laws 
both of the States and of the Union. 

District of Columbia, — See Story's Appendix, U. S. Laws, 
chap. 86, sec 1st, from which it ^appears that the'District was 
to be govemed by the laws- then (February 27, 1801) existing 
in the States of Maryland and Virginia. Now if, on examinap 
tion, it shall appear that these two States had, at that time, 
laws against Sabbath desecration, which is more than probable, 
and laws favoring the Christian religion;* two things already 
commented upon will appear still more evident, viz : that when- 

« The law of Maryland referred to above, Lb as foUows, viz : *' No 
person whatsoever, shall work or do any bodily labor on the Lord's 
day, commonly called Sunday \ and no person having children, ser- 
vants, or slaves, »ha]l command, or wittingly or willingly suffer any of 
them to do any. manner of work or labor on the Lord's day, (works of 
necesnty and charity always excepted,) nor shall suffer or permit any 
children, servants, or slaves, to profane the Lord's day by gaming, fish- 
ing, fowling, hunting, or unlawful pastime and recreation." Then fol- 
lows the penalty. 
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erer Coogr^aB speaks of religion^ it means the Christian reUgion, 
and that Congress itself^ while making laws for the goremmeat 
of its Territories, (as well as the States, while making laws to 
gGvem themselTes,) believed thatit had the right to require the 
people in said Territories to observe the Christian Sabbath. 
And, if they had such right, which few if any will deny, then 
certainly the law requiring labor in the Postoffice Department is 
utterly yoid. 

Powers of Congress — Postoffices. 

^ Ccfogteaa shall bare power to establish Postofifices and post- 
roads." It is well known that, from this dause in the Constito* 
tioD, it is claimed that Congress derives all its powers in relation 
to this department. Two constructions have been, by able com- 
meatators, given to this clause ; one quite restricted, limited, 
and the other liberal. AmcMig the advocates of the former, were 
Thomas Jefferson and President Monroe, and more recently a 
large portion of the south, (as expressed by their Legislatures 
in relation to "" incendiary publications'' passing through the 
nuiil;) and among t^e advocates of the latter are .Mr. Justice 
Story and others, referred to in his commentary on the Consti- 
tatioQ, from which the following is an extract, specifying fixom 
of the things which the advocates dT the latter construction 
daim, as naturally and properly inferential from the clause above 
given: *< In the same manner, to establish Postoffices and post- 
roads is to frame and pass laws, to erect, make, form, regulate, 
and preserve them. Whatever is jnecessary, whatever is appro- 
priate to this purpose, is within the power." Now, whichever 
is the correct construction, it cannot for a moment be maintained 
that Congress has the power to do an unconstitutional and an 
immoral thing in the premises, any more than it can be that an 
individoal can do an unlawful and an immoral thing for another, 
Wanse he has from him a general or discretionary power of at- 
tomey He may, it is true, do all that is necessary and appropri- 
ate to be dcme, having a. regard to the laws of his country, which 
bind him as a citizen, and to the laws of God, which hold him 
amenaUe to a higher tribunal ; and so, and only so, may Con- 
gress do. 
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Pew wiM ooBtend that Congress has a right co nfe rred by the 
CoDStitatioii, or that it has the disposition^ to undermine the 
Christian religion, and this republiCf apon which it is based, by 
Wotting out the Christian Sabbath, the admitted mainspring of 
both ; since both the Sabbath and this religion hare been reco^ 
nized and protected by the Constitution. And it is not believed 
that this able commentator ever thought Congress had a ri^ht 
to require labor in the mail department on Sunday ; but rather 
{hat this subject would come under the head of reserved rights 
of the States, or the prohibitions of the Constitution. Doubtless 
Congress has poWer to do all things in relation to this establish- 
vkent which would be for the general good, and not inconsistent 
with the religion which we, as a nation, have adopted, and 
which it is our duty as well as our interest to cherish. But, by 
almost universal consent, the nation over, it has been said, that 
it is not for the general good to allow labor on Sunday, Hence 
OUT' State and Congressional laws on that subject. Aoy con- 
struction of the Postoffice law which leads to those statutes and 
practices which contrayene the laws of €rod, and <^ the seyeral 
States made in* pursuance thereof, is a forced construction, tend- 
ing to the abrogation of the rights of conscience, and illy becomes 
a Christian people. Such a cemstruction is also against the 
Constitution, in respect to the rights secured to the several 
States in this Union. Congress has all the power that exists, 
to direct in this establishment, as well as in relation to the 
United States^ Courts, &c. But who, in his senses, will contend 
that Congress has a right to require that body to sit and transact 
their official business on the Lord's day ? "No legislature oa 
earth has a right to require an immoral act, and all good states- 
men, from the first dawn of this republic, have considered Sab- 
bath-breaking an immorality. It is by some contended, that in 
order to the perfection of the Postoffice improyement, it is ne- 
cessary to trample on- the law of the Sabbath ; but this is an 
hypothesis without the least foundation, and must utterly fail. 

*' This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which 
shall be made in pursuance thereof, shall be the supreme law of 
the land."— (Story's Commentary, page 693.) Before it is said 
that the law of the United States making it imperative fi>r 
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Postmasters to violate the law of Grod, and of the sereral States 
made in pursuance thereof, is constitutional, it may be well to 
examine still further. 

Power of the Supreme Court. 

" But the judiciary of the United States has no general juris- 
diction to declare acts of the several States void, unless they ace 
repugnant to the Constitution of the United States.'* — (Story's 
Commentary on the Constitution, page 687.) Now, if the Sab- 
bath-laws of the States are not repugnant to the Constitution, 
(which no one pretends, but which all, on the contrary, believe 
to be in exact accordance with that instrument, and the practice 
of the Government which administers it, except in the case of 
Postmasters, as above,) then it is most evident that the law re- 
quiring labor on Sunday is unconstitutional and void. 

Powers when in States, 

" But as the plan of the Convention aims only at a partial 
union, or ccmsolidaticm, the State Grovemments would clearly 
retain all the icights of sovereignty which they before had, and 
which were not by that act exclusively delegated to the United 
States.''~(Ibi€r, pages 148, 149.) The States had a right to 
Sabbath laws before the union, and they never delegated such 
right to the United States. 

Powers not delegated. 

" The powers not delegated to the United States by the Con- 
stitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people." (Amendment of the Con- 
stitution.) 

*^ It is a general principle that all corporate bodies possess all 
powers incident to a corporate capacity, without being abso- 
lutely expressed." — (Story's Commentary, page 752 — ^ 1,900.) 
"All powers not delegated, and not prohibited, are reserved."— 
(Ibid, page 753.) 

This is a Christian nation, 

A few more extracts may now be added on this topic, before 
entering upon the last position in the argument " Now there 
11 
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Will probably be found few persons m this or any other Ohristiaii 
eountry, who would deliberately eoatefid that it was unreasona- 
ble or unjust to foster and encourage the Christian religicxi gen- 
erally, as a matter of sound policy, as well as of reyealed truth. 
In &ct, every American colony, from its formation down to the 
rerolutioB, with the exception of Rhode Island, (if, indeed, that 
State be an exception,) did openly, by the whole course of its 
laws and institutions, support and sustain, in some form, die 
Christian religion ; and almost inyariably gare a peculiar sanc- 
tion to some of its fundamental doctrines. And this has con- 
tinued to be the ease in some of the States down to the present 
period, without the slightest susjncion that it was against the 
prineipleB of public law, or repuUican liberty. Indeed, in a re- 
public, there would seem to be a peculiar propriety in viewing 
the Christian religion as the great basis on which it must rest 
for its support and permanence, if it be what it ever has been 
deemed by its truest friends to be, the religion of liberty." — 
(Story's Commentary, ^ 1,867.) 

EitMishrnent of Religion, 

^ Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion." — (C<»istitution.) 

** Probably at the time of the adoption of the Constitution, 
and of the amendment to it now under consideration, the gen- 
eral, if not the universal sentiment in America was, that Chris- 
tianity ought to receive encouragement from the States, so fiir 
as it is not incompatible with the private rights of conscience, 
and the freedom c^ rdigious worship. An attempt to level all 
leligion, and to make it a matter of State policy to hold all in 
utter indifference, would have created universal disapprobation, 
if not universal indignation."— (Story's Commentary, ^ 186a) 

" The real object of the amendment was, not to coimtenance, 
much less to advance, Mohammedanism, or Judaism, or infidelity, 
by prostrating Christianity ; but to exclude all rivalry among 
Christian sects, and to prevent any national ecclesiasti<»l estab- 
lishment, which would give to an hierarchy the exclusive pa- 
tronage of the national Grovemment"— Ibid, pages 700, 701.) 
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Language used in the erdinanoefor the GevemnmU of Territih 
rieSf 4^f July 13, 1787. 

*< Far ea^leDding the fundainental piinciples of civil and reli- 
gions liberty, whidi form the basts whereon these republicSi 
their laws and oonstitatioQS, are erected ; to ^ and establish 
those principles as the basis of all laws, coostitiitioBs, and gor- 
emments, which forever hereafter shall be formed in said teiri- 
tonfy*^ &c — ^all laws and constitutions on the basis of Christian^ 
ity,kc. — (See Appendix to Stoiy's U. S. Laws, page 4.) 

** Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good 
gorarnment and the happiaess of mankind," &e. — (Ibid, art 9.) 

l^)eaking of the times c^ holding courts in Vermont, it is said, 
^aod when eidier of the said days shall happen on a Sunday, 
the said cooits hereby directed to be holden on soeh day, thaH 
be holden on the day next thereafter." — (Ibid, page 861.) This 
does not look like the language of a heathen or infidel nation^ 
Qor like disowning a Sabbath. 

Bishop M*Iliknne's Thanksgiving Sermon, December 14, 1837. 

A few extracts will now be given from ** A Sermon preached 
on the day of public thanksgiving and prayer, in the diapel of 
Kenyon College, by Right Rev. C. P. M'Tlvaine," and from its 
appendix. For the authorities in the appendix, the author ac- 
knowledges his indebtedness to a discourse by Rev. J. Adams, 
Preadent of Charleston College, S. C, " on the relation of Chris- 
tianity to civil governments." 

The quotations are numerous, in order that opposers to Chris- 
tianity, who deny that this nation has adopted any religion, may 
see their error. 

"That some one religion, and that the Christian religion, is 
recognized as the religion of this nation and Government, and* 
as such, is interwoven in its laws and has a legal preference, 
though not ' establishment,^ (in technical language,) over what- 
ever else has the name of rdigion, and especially over all forms 
of infidelity, we need no better aasurance than the judgment of 
<Ae whose seat is upon the bench of the Supreme Court of these 
United States ; whose business is the interpretation of the n»* 
tion's laws, and whose qualification for that work there are 
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noae to dispate. Thus writes Mr. Justice Stort : ' One of the 
most beautiful boasts of our municipal jurispradence, is that 
Christianity is a part of the common law, from whi^ it seeks 
the sanction of its rights, and by which it endeavors to regulate 
its doctrines. And the boast is as true as it is beautiful. There 
never has been a period in which the common law did not re- 
cognize Christianity as lying at its foundation. It pronounces 
illegal, every contract offensive to its morals. It recognizes, 
with profound humility, its holidays and festivals, and obeys 
them as " dies non juridici" It still attaches to persons be- 
lieving in its divine authority, the highest degree of competency 
as witnesses; and until a comparatively recent period, infidels 
and pagans were banished from the halls of justice, as unworthy 
of credit.' — Inaugural Address at Harvard Institute. 

'* Here, then, is one of our subjects of thankfulness to-day. 
We pause not to ask how &r these trutl^s are all sustained in 
the practice of our Government; how far the * dies nonjuridiciy 
the Sabbaths of our land, are honored, when the representatives 
of a Christian people, in Congress assembled, find it convenient, 
at the close of a session, to employ its haUowed hours for pur- 
poses of hurried and clamorous legislation. We confine our 
attention to the bright spots in the picture ; and are thankful 
that our system of government, our common law, and adminis- 
tration of justice, were instituted by men having the wisdom to 
see how entirely the liberties and interests of this nation are de- 
pendent upon the teaching and keeping of the truths and insti- 
tutions of Christianity ; yea, and we are further thankful that 
we have still the eminent men, the official interpreters of our 
laws, who are not ashamed to maintain, unblinded by the new 
light which has recently been thrown on this subject, that 
Christianity is the legally recognized religion of our Govern- 
ment" 

. From tlie Appendix. 
" That Christianity is the religion of this country, and, as 
such, is recognized in the whole structure of its Grovemment, 
and lies at the foundation of all our civil and political institu* 
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tions ; in otlier words, that Christiaiuty, as really as republkan- 
ism, is part and paicelof oar laws, is evident from the following : 
<< 1. Such was the relation of Christianity to civil govemment 
in the several States as they existed pnot to the fonnaticn of 
the present federal Ccnstitutioa, and there is no evidence that in 
seceding to said Constitution, they surrendered such relation, 
either in the General, or in their own particular Governments. 

''The colonies from which our present States originated, 
were planted by decidedly Christian people, to be Christian 
communities, and with such views €£ the relations between 
civil government and religion as were then universal in Christen- 
dom. The experiment of a nation without an established re- 
ligion had not then been tried ; nor did they think of instituting 
it. Christianity, .therefore, was made part of their civil institu- 
ticDs, as well in their minuter branches as in their essential 
foundations. 

"' In Massachusetts, and other northern colonies, a member- 
ship m the church established by law, was necessary to dtizm- 
ah^ iu the Commonwealth. Jn Virginia, and other southern 
colooies, the Church of England was by law established. 

^ By and by, when the colonial character had ceased, and that 
of States had been assumed, the legal establishment of any cne 
form of Christianity, in preference to all other forms of the same, 
was discontinued. In the adoption of the present federal Con* 
stimtion, it was declared, among the amendments to that in<> 
^tnanent, that ' Congress shall make no law respecting an es>^ 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereo£' 
This article in the general Constitution, and the similar altera^ 
^ia» in the laws of the several States above mentioned, by 
which the legal precedence of one form of Christianity over 
vuMher was done away, are all the ground on which it can be 
^"sserted that either our Greneral or State Governments have 
disowned all connection virith the Christian religion, as having 
Vij moie countenance in their legislation than infidelity or Mo- 
^^uomedanism. But is diis a warrantable conclusion ? Is it not 
peifecdy c<aceivable that Christianity may be the religion of 
the peq»]e, and of the people's Government, so far as that her 
gieatprinciplee shall be assumed as the baids of their institn- 
11* 
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tioDS, and the promotion of those principles distincdy counte- 
nanced in their laws and customs, at the same time that no 
religion is, in the technical sense, ' established,* and no one form 
of Christianity is distinguished above another ? To call religion 
into connection with the Groyemment, so far as to employ min- 
isters of the gospel as chaplains, at the public chai^, in Con- 
gress, and other public departments, is decided, by long'^stab- 
lished practice, to be not unconstitutioDal. And thus it is de- 
cided that it was not intended by the article quoted above from 
the Constitution of the United States, to prevent the Grovemment 
of the United States from being connected with religion ; with 
some religion in preference to all othen^i or to base its institu- 
tions upon the principles of Christianity, instead of those of 
Deism or of the Koran. 

" How unlikely were the several States, m acceding to the 
present Constimtion, to lay aside all connection with Christian- 
ity in the general institutions to which they gave birth, may be 
inferred from the consideration that in their own respective 
legislation, a close relation between religion and the Grovemment 
had always subsisted ; and though a strong aversion had arisen 
to the national establishment of any one form of Christianity, 
none had grown up against a distinct recognition of Christianity 
itself as a religion of the nation; that the representatives of the 
States in th^ Convention which formed the present Constitution 
were, for the most part, men of decidedly Christian principles ; 
and lastly, that in that Convention Sprayer was wont to he 
made.'* * • 

'* 2. It is evident from sundry acts and institutions of the Gren- 
eral Grovemment, and the constitutions of the several States, not 
only that Christianity is not excluded from all connection with 
our civil institutions, but that it is positively asserted as connected 
therewith in a very important degree. 

The Constitution of Vermont declares the duty of all Christians 
to observe the Sabbath and maintain public worship according 
* to the revealed will of God.'' The Constitution of Massachusetts 
expressly assigns as a reason for certain provisions that the en- 
couragement of art, science, and all good literature tends to the 
honor ofGody the advantage of the Christian religion^ 4-c The 
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CoDstimd<m of New Jersey pioTides that * all pertdns profeflsing 
a belief in the faith of any ProtestatU sect shall he eapahle of 
bemg elected,' kc. That of Ddaware dedares the duty of peo 
pie to assemble for public worship, and that piety and mo 
rality are thereby promoted. Maryland makes *a dedarati&n 
of belief in the Christian religion* necessary to admission to 
office. North Carolina provides that no persons who shall deny 
&e truth of the Protestant religion or the Divine authority c^ the 
Old or New Testament, shall be capaUe of holding any office in 
the civil ^department of the state. ♦ • ♦ 

** Not only does the Constitution of the United States thus as- 
sert that the Lord Jesus Christ is ' our Lord* as a nation, but it 
legislates with regard to the Lord's day in such a manner as to 
teach that to us, as a nation, it is our sacred day. It provides 
that if any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten 
days {Sundays excepted^) after it shall be presented to him,' kt. 
Bat why are Sundays excepted ? Because, in the view of the 
law, they are dies nan juridiciy not working days in jurispnh 
deuce. Why ? Evidently because the Sabbath is the hdy day 
of the Christian religion. But the Constituticm does not except 
the Sabbath of the Jews, or the hdy days of the Kocan. The 
ii^erence is inevitable that it has adopted the Christian Sabbath, 
to the exclusion of the holy days of aD other religions, and has 
thus taken it for granted Uiat Christianity is the professed ttii^ 
gion of this government In accordance with this, not only the 
President, but both Houses of Congress, the officers of the State, 
Treasury, Navy, and War Departments, are all discharged from 
'Vf^kcm'the Lord's day; their bureaus are closed. The* Su- 
preme Court of the United States is by law directed to suspend 
its ses^cMi on that day. The government appoints and main^ 
^^^ ministers of the Gospel as chaplains in the navy. It is part 
of the la-^s of the government of the navy as enacted by Con- 
gress in 1800, that * the commanders of all vessels in the navy, 
havbg cha]^ains on board, sliall take care that Divine service be 
peiformed in a solemn, orderly, and reverent manner twice a day, 
^ a sermon preached on Sunday ; and that they cause ally or as 
^"^o't^y of the sMp^s company as can be spared from duty^ to attend 
*^>^ performance of the worship of Almighty God.* 



<^ la tlie lawi i^gubting the 9jmy of the United States, *k is 
mmetdy recommoided to all officers and soldiers diligently to 
attend Dime scmoe*' Punishment is ptorided for any officer 
or soldier * who shall hehave irreverently at any {dace of Divine 
worship.' The officers and cadets of the Military Academy of 
the United States are positively required by law to attend Divine 
wonhip on Simday. By an act (^ Confess in 1806, the appoint* 
mcnt of a chaplain to each brigade of the anny was provided 
Hat, By act of Congress in 1816, the appointment and compen- 
sation of a chajdain to each of its houses was provided for. Pro- 
vision was made by the same authority in 1818, for a chaplain to 
the Military Aeademy of the United States. The head of the 
Department of War (Govemw Cass) in his official report fox 
1832, thus urges on the government an appropriation for the 
building of a suitaUe place of Christian worship at West Point : 
' In a Christian community (he says) the obligations upon this 
subject will not be questioned ; and the expense of providing a 
suitable place of worship, especially as a chaplain is maintained 
there, cannot be put in competition with the permanent advan* 
tsges of a course irreligious instruction to suchanumba: of per- 
sons ; a large portion of whom are at that critical pmod which 
determines whether the fixture course of liXe shall be for evil or 
lor good.' 

^ 3. That Christianity is the professed rdigion of this govera- 
Bient, and as such is laid at thefoundatiqf[i of our civil and pdit^ 
eal instimtions, is the solemnly expressed opinion of our wiseet 
official interpreters of law. The ojmiioii of Mr. Jusncx 
SiOKT, of the Supreme Court of the United States, has alrea^ 
been given. We will now add the decisions of the supreme 
courts of Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

^^ Thus speaks the late Chief Justice P absgns, in delivedng the 
opinion of the Sdfrsme Couiit of MASBAOHn sBTis, in the case of 
^tmes t». First Parish in Fahnouth : — 

'^ * In selecting a religion, the people were not exposed to the 
haaaid of choosing a fidse and defective religious system ; Chna- 
lianicy had long been promulgated, its i^etcnsions and ezcellen- 
ees vreU known, and iuDivme authority admitted. This reli- 
gion was found to rest on the basis of immortal truth ; to eon- 
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tain a system of morals adapted toman in all poasible ranks and 
conditions, situations and circumstances, by conforming to which 
he would be ameliorated and improved in all the relations of 
human life ; and to fumish the most efficacious sanctions, by 
bringing to light a future state of retribution. And this religion, 
as ODderstood by Protestants, tending by its efforts to make every 
man, submitting to its influences, a better husband, parent, 
child, neighbor, citizen, and magistrate, was by the people estate 
lished as a fundamental and essential part of their Constimtion.' 

'* Thus speaks Chancixlor Kent, in delivering the ojMnion of 
the Supreme Court of New York, 1818, in a trial for blasphemy, 
H^^ple ^^' Ruggles.) After saying that * contumelious r^ 
preaches and profane ridicule of Christ and the sacred Scriptures 
(which are treated as blasphemy) are offences ponishaUe at 
common law,' he proceeds: 

'* ^ The people of this State, in common with the people of 
this country, profess the general doctrines of Christianity as the 
rale of their faith and practice; and to scandalize the author of 
these doctrines is not cmly in a religious point of view extremely 
impious, but even in respect to the obligations due to society, is 
a gross violation of decency and good order/ 

** Again: * Though the Constitution has discarded religiodt 
establishmoits, it does not forbid judicial cognizance of those 
offences against religion and morality which have no reference 
to any such establishment or to any particular form of govern* 
meat, but are punishable, because they strike at the root of mo* 
lal obligation, and weaken the security of the social ties. The 
legislative exposition of the Constitution is conformable to this 
view of it. C)iristianity, in its. enlarged sense, as a rriigion re> 
vealed and taught in the Bible, is not unknown to our law. 
The statute for preventing immorality (Laws, vol. i. p. 224) 
consecrates the first day of the week as holy time, and considers 
the violation of it immoral. The act concerning oaths (Laws, 
vol. i. p. 405) recognizes the common law mode of administer- 
ing an oath, ' by laying the hand on and kissing the gospels.' 
Sively, then, we are bound to conclude that wicked and mail* 
dons words, writings, and actions, which go to vilify those go»> 
pels, continue, as at common law, to be an offence against the 
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public peace and safety. They are inconsisteDt with the rere- 
rance due to the adnunistration of an oath, and, among other 
0fil consequences, they tend lo lessen in the public mind its r^ 
Ugioas sanction.' 

^ All the justices concurred in this decision. 

^ in 1821, when a conrention of New York revised the Con- 
atitution of the State, the decision above quoted was violently 
BSiailed by Greneral Root, as hostile to .liberty of conscience, 
when its learned author with equal clearness, defended it. The 
Allowing is an extract from his speech on that occasion : 

^ * The authors of our ConstituticHi never meant to extirpate 
Christianity, more than they meant to extirpate public decency. 
It is in a degree recognized by the statute for the observance 
of the Lord's day, and for the mode of administering oaths. 
The court never intended to interfere with any religious creeds 
or sects, or with religious discussions. They meant to preserve, 
an fiiE as it came within their cognizance, the morals of the coun* 
try, which rested on Christianity as the foundation. They 
meant to apply the principles of common law against blasphemy, 
which they dkl not believ* the Constitution ever meant to abc^ 
ish. Are we not a Chnstian pec^e? Do not ninety-nine hun* 
dradths of onr fellow citizens hold the general truths df the BiUe 
to be dear and sacred ? To attack them with ribaldry and ma- 
lice, in the presoice of these very believers, must and ought to 
be a serious public offence. It disturbs, and annoys, and offends, 
and shocks, and oonupts the public taste. The common law» 
aa applied to oorrtct such profenity, is the application of corn- 
men reason and natural justice to the security of the peace and 
good oidei of society.' 

^ Thus speaks the Sttpbehe Coubt of Penmsti.vabia, on the 
I of Updegraph v$, the Conunonwealth, (trial on an indict* 
i fer blasphemy : 

^ * Christianity, general Christianity, is, and always has been, 
a part of the ccNnmon law of Penni^lvania ; not Christianity 
Ibonded on any paxtieular religiona tenets; not Christianity with 
an eatahlished church and lathes, and spiritual courts; but Chzkh 
tianity with liberty of conscience to all men. The first legiala- 
tm act in the colony was the recognition of the Chaistian rdi* 
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^eoj and establishment of liberty of conscienceu * * This is 
the Christiaiuty of the oommaa law, inoorpoiated into the great 
kw of PeaDsylvania; and thus it is iir^ragahly proved that the 
laws and institutions of this State are built on the foandation of 
reverence for Christianity. On this the Constitntion of the Unit- 
ed States has made no alteration, not in the great body of the 
laws which was an incorporation of the common law doctrine 
of Christianity, as suited to the ccMidition of the colony ; and 
without which no free government can long exist Under the 
CoDstitution, penalties against cursing and swearing have ben 
exacted. If Christianity was abolished, all fidse oaths, all teals 
by oath in the common form by the book, would cease to be in- 
dictable as perjury. The indictment must state the oath to be 
on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God. * * No so»ety can 
tolerate a wilful and despiteful attempt to subvert its retigioii, 
no more than it would to break down its laws, a general, maii- 
cioQs, and deliberate intent to overthrow Christianity, general 
Christianity. This is the line of indication, where crime com- 
mences, and the offence becomes the svbject of penal visitatioD. 
The species of offence may be classed under the followmg heads. 
1. Denying the being and providence of Ood. 2. Contumelious 
reproaches of Jesus Christ ; pro£ine and nutlevolent seofing at 
the Scriptures, or exposing any part of them to contempt and 
ridicule. 3. Certain immoralities tending to subvert all religion 
and morality, which are the foundation of all governments. 
Without these restraints, no free government could long exiat^ 
It is liberty run mad, to declaim agakist the punshment of these 
Qfifeoces, or to assert that the punishment is hostile to the spirit 
and genius of our Grovemment. . They are hi from being the 
friends to liberty who support this doctrine : and the promulga- 
tion of such opinions, and general receipt c^ them among the 
people, would be the sure forerunner of anarchy, uid finally of 
despotism. No free government now exists in the world unless 
where Christianity is acknowledged, and is the religion of the 
country. Christianity is part of the common law of this State. 
It is not proclaimed by the commanding voice of any human su- 
perior, but expressed in the cahm and mild accents of customary 
law. Its foundations are broad* and strong, and dec^ ; thef aie 
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laid in the aathority, the interest, the affections of the people. 
Waiving all questions of a hereafter, it is the purest system of 
morality, the firmest auxiliary, and only stable support of all 
human laws. It is impossible to administer the laws without 
taking the religion which the defendant in error has scoffed at, 
that Scripture which he has reviled, as their basis ; to lay aside 
these, is at least to weaken their confidence in human reracity 
80 essential to the purposes of society, and without which no 
question of property could be decided, and no criminal brought 
to justice; an oath in the common form on a discredited book 
would be a most idle ceremony. No preference is given by law 
to any particular persuasion. Protection is given to all by our 
laws. It is only the malicious reviler of Christianity, who is 
punished. While our own free Constitution secures liberty of 
conscience and freedom of religious worship to all, it is not ne- 
cessary to maintain that any man should have the right publicly 
to vilify the religion of his neighbors and of the country.' " 

See further remarks on this subject in " Objections Answered," 
Objection No. 7, Chap. V. 

Practice of Congress. 

It has ahready been said that this law is opposed to the prac- 
tice of the naticmal Legislature. They claim exemption from 
their ordinary labors on Sunday, while compelling their servants 
in the various Postoffices of the country to keep open doors and 
transact business every day in the week. During the last ses- 
sion of Congress, (on the 12th of May and the 8th of July,) the 
House was not permitted to proceed with business, on Sunday 
morning, by the steady and firm resistance of a large number of 
members, who refused to recognize the propriety of proceeding 
with their ordinary business on that day. The votes for ad- 
joumment were nearly equally divided, and more than once lost 
by the casting vote of the chair. Members then declared that 
they would leave the house and not return before Monday morn- 
ing, unless brought in by force, and very properly contended that 
no authority existed to compel their attendance on the Lord's 
day ; and the House, on both occasions, was compelled to ad- 
journ, though in the last instance not until eight o'clock, a. m., 
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and the Senate at four. Members undoobtedly considered it 
nncoastituticmal, impious, and unjust to do business on Sunday ; 
for it camiot be supposed that they were moved by selfish 6oOp 
siderations in regard to their present ease. Now, since those 
toen would not consent to labor a few hours on one or two Sun- 
days in a year, with what consistency can they compel many 
thousands of their constituents to labor every Sunday in the 
year ? The history of this transaction inspires the hope that 
the next Congress will, without hesitation, grant the prayer of 
the petition. . Then if men violate the sanctity of the Sabbath, 
they would do it on tfieir own individvial responsibility, and not 
under the sanction of national law. 

The Law is Unjust, - , 

Because it is in derogation of the rights of conscience, and 
closes the door of office in a Christian nation, against Christian 
citizens; because it impairs the rights of individuals, secured by 
common and statute law, making Sunday a day of rest from 
labor. The law is unjust, not only in regard to Postmasters, 
but in regard to all classes, inasmuch as it impairs the obligar 
tion of the Sabbath, and will form an excuse for requiring labor 
oa that day, from those persons who most need the influence 
and the rest which it was designed to give ; thus opening, a 
wide field for the exercise of oppression, and the debasement of 
the working classes of the community. 

Again : there is in this law manifest impropriety and injustice, 
because it is opposed to the law of God ; and, consequently, not 
only impious, but, in the very nature of the case, void. Our 
laws, and all good laws, are founded on the religion of the Bible ; 
and this law being 9gain9t that religion, has no claim to respect 
No legistative body on earth can make it legal, or. binding upon 
a single individual. Can the civil law, deriving all its force 
and authority from the moral law, transcend and contradict. it ? 

HABMON KINGSBURY. 

CtEVtLAND, September^ IS^S.* 

* Owing to feeble health, the anther has had assistance from Rev. J. 
C. Lord, Baffido, in ananging some of the facts and argnments in the 
fofe^oing Appendix. 
12 
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Twenty-fifth Congress. Third Session. 

FETmON OF TBUMAN HASTINGS AND OTHl^S, 

Praying the repeal of that part of the act of Congress, regulat" 
ing the Postoffice Department, whidi requires Postojfices to be 
kept open on Sundays. 

December 12, 1638. 

Referred to the Committee on the Postoffice and Post-roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States, in Congress assembled : 
Yoor petitioners, T. Hastings, J. O. Choules, J. C. Lord, Thomas 
Farnham, Wm. R. Allen, A. T. Hopkins, Elisha Hayward, J* 
Mayhew, H. G. Nott, citizens of Buffalo, members of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the American Bethel Society, an associ- 
ati(Hi imiting a majority of the principal denominations of 
Christians in the United States, 
Respectfully Show : 

That the society represented by your petitioners is in- 
tended fpr the benefit of those engaged in the business of inland 
navigation in the United States, whose moral cofidition has long 
occupied the attention of Christians and philanthropists. Your 
petitioners are persuaded that the startling increase of vice and 
•immorality among this'class 'of citizens has resulted from, the 
Sabbath desecration which is almost universal upon the canals, 
rivers, and lakes of the United Stated. 

And while your petitioners do not seek any legislation firom 
Congress oa. the subject of this evil, believing that the laws, of 
the -States, and a wholesome public sentiment, are the proper 
correctives, they nevertheless feel bound to represent to yotir 
honorable body, that the existence of a national law, enforcing 
labor on Sunday, by compelling Postmasters to violate that day, 
is giving the sanction of Congress to an immorality, shielding it 
from the operation of the Legislatures of the States, and hin- 
dering the efforts of the benevolent. If men, in the practice <^ 
any sin, can entrench themselves behind lawj it is next to im- 
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possible to accomplish their rrfonoation ; and your petitioDers 
are luwilliDg to believe that Coogress would inteiitioiially 'Sanc- 
tion a practice which Tiolates an express command of God, and 
which is prohibited, as an immorality,- by at least twenty-three 
States of the Union. 

Your petitioners believe that there is no necessity for this 
law, even on the supposition^ that public opinion demands that 
Postoffices should be open on Sunday, because its repeal would 
leave the matter to the discretion of the Postofi^e Department, 
which has, in fact, independently of the law, always exorcised 
its authority over the whole subject. If, then, the Sabbath 
should continue to be desecrated, it could not be charged upon 
the legislation of Congress, nor claim the express sanction of law. 

Your petitioners believe the law to be impolitic, unconstitu- 
tional,- and unjust, for reasons fully set forth in the petition of 
Harmon Kingsbury, already before your honorable body, and 
the Appendix thereto, which your; petiticmers. pray may be re- 
ceived and considered as a part of this petition. 

Your petitioners appeal to your honorable body, as the repre- 
sentatives of a Christian nation, .to repeal a law which renders 
ike violaticHi of a fundamental principle of Christiamty impera- 
tive ; which compels 12',P00 citizens to bind themselves by an 
oath to the desecration of the Sabbath ; which direetly interferes 
with the ri^ts of conscience ; w^ch sanctions the violation of 
the law of God ; the municipal laws of the Stat^ and. para- 
lyzes the efforts of the firiendtf of order, morality, and reli^on. 

Your petitioners appeal to your honorable body, as the legis- 
lators of a nation whose territory is destined to be occupied by a 
hundred millions of souls. Posterity demands of you that you 
lay carefully the foundations upon which depend the perpetuity 
of our institutions, and the continuation of our civil and religious 
liberties. We inherit them from a people distinguii^ed by their 
adherence to the morality of the Bible, and by a legislation con- 
formed to the spirit of Christiamty. The fathers of English 
libtoty were the Puritans, The founders of our republic were 
descended from the same ancestry, and deeply imbued with the 
same spirit. 

Is there any thing ui the history of European convulsions for 
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the last fifty years, which tbouM embolden vs to depart from 
the prindplea^and- practice of our ancestors, by legislating^ z.'wsy 
the Sabbath I Will your honorable body, dahning for your- 
selres the rest of the 'l^abbath, deny it to Sny portion pf yomr 
constitnents ? Will you permit such a precedent to remain en 
3rour statute book ? We cannot think you will ; but confidently 
expect, firom the intelligence and patriotism of your honorable 
body, the repeal of this law. And we humbly pray that this 
petition, and the documents accompanying it, may be referred to 
a seiect cemmitfee, that the subject may be fully ejcamined and 
reported, and receive that attention which its importance and 
the interest it has awakened demands ; and your petitioners, &c. 
(Signed.) 
BiTPFiXO, September 25, 1838. 



CONGRESSIONAL SESSIONS ON SUNDAY. 

In the jietitions last presented, the fact that Congress had con- 
tinued its sessions into the day of rest was alluded to. The sub* 
joined remarks, by Bev. £. F. Hatfield, of New York, publish- 
ed in a periodical of that city, will be read with interest 

'*In 1829, an immense . number x>f petitions for the repeal of 
the law, v(ete ^nresented to Congress from erery section of the 
land. And though it was admitted ' that the history of legisla- 
tion in this country afforded no instance in which a stronger «l- 
pressicxi had been made, if regard was had to the number, the 
wealth, or the intelligence of the petitioners,' yet Congress re- 
fused to grant their prayer« After a protracted discussion, the 
representatiyes of a Christian peoj^e deliberately determined to 
continue this national violation of the Sabbath. Thus, by a sol- 
emn^act of legislation, the twentieth Congress refused to do hom- 
age to the Most High God. 

" It was to be expected that Ccmgress would soon cease to show 
any outward regard at all for this sacred day, which* under penal- 
ty of. removal from office, they had already required every Fos^ 
piaster in the- land, and his assistants, to desecrate. According 
ly^ we fijad the very next Congress sitting, for the ordinary tiana- 
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aetiaa of pablk business on the Sabbath momiiig previoos to the 
close of their first session, until four or fire o'clock. The twen- 
ty-second Congress closed its existence on Monday, March 4th, 
1833. On the Saturday evening previous, Mr, PHndexter mov- 
ed, that when the Senate adjourn, it adjourn toiMtt -an Sunday 
morning a€ 10 o'clock. The motion was opposed with great 
earnestness by Mr^ F^elinghuysen, of New Jersey, and advocated 
by Mr. Clay, of Kentucky.* Mr. C. said that *he professed as 
great a regard for the Sabbath, and the laws of Gk)d, as any 
man ; but he regarded legislation in the same light as an emi- 
nent American professor did the science of mathematics, as quite 
sacred enough to be pursued on- the Sabbath.' Such a profime 
sentiment coi]dd not then be digested by an American Senate. 

"^ The motion was lost-^thirteen voting in favor, and twenty- 
three against it. Both Houses of Congress, however, continued 
^eiF sittings that night, and until five o'clock on Sabbath morning. 
"The twenty-finnrth Congress, during its first session, eo- 
eroached, in two instances,* tm the Sabbath. On Saturday, 
March 26th, in the case of a contested election, it was detennined 
on one side not to adjoum without a final vote on the questiop, 
and on the other side, the day was spent in speaking against 
time. And thus, for the merest party purposes, the sitting was 
protracted until half-past four o'clock on Sabbath morning.. The 
session closed on Monday, July IQ^h. The House of Represent- 
atives continued its sitting on the morning of the previous Sab- 
bath until five o'clock. 

," The second session of the twenty-fifth Congress was closed on 
Monday, July 9th, in a much more disgraceful manner. The Seor 
ate were sitting on the Sabbath previous until four in the morning, 
and- the House until eight in the morning. • After midnight many 
of the members of the House withdrew, some to their rest, others 
to get ready to leave the city in the cars at six o'clock on Sabbath 
morning. A call of the House was most rigidly enforced. The 
Sergeant-at^Arms was sent to arrest the absent m^nbers. ' The 
sixteen who Were found at the depot, resisted the order, and txxk. 
their departure. They were held to answer, at the commence- 
ment of the next session, for their conduct in refusing to sit for 
the transaction of public business on the Sabbath. Other mem- 
12* 
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ben, wko haA been ebewhere aitested, were .the next dny le- 
liered, bf an act <xf demency, from the payment of fineft- Just 
belbra the a^b^imnent, at eight o'doek, two memben froia 
Tennevee came to au open and vk^ent rapture. One of them 
had been arrested, and anaigned before the Uoua^ for his at^ 
aence, but was eKcosed oa payment of the penahy. 

'<The thiid session of the same Congress has but recently 
dosed. On the Saturday ereoing previous a motion, was made 
by Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, that when the Honae adjouni, 
it shall adjourn to meet on Sunday, at tenoUock in the morning. 
The motion did not prevail, eighty-nine voting in fiiTor, and 
ninety-one against it - Both Houses continued their sittings until 
four o'elock on the morning of the S^bath. At three o'dock, in 
the Senate, a joint resofaition was presented by Mr. Buchanan, 
of Pennsylvania, that when both Hooses adjourn, they a^jonm to 
meet KMnmow at 10 o'dock, A. M. In juresentrng the resoln^ 
tion, he dedared that * if the Apostle Paul himself were on 
earth, and could see the number of bills for the reUef of suffering 
and deserving claimantaon the justice or generosity of govern- 
ment, he would number the measures to be considered on the 
Sabbath among works of charity and mercy.' The lesokh 
tion was adc^ted by both houses ; and aecordhigly, after six 
hours'recess, they met again, and continued, with a very short 
intermission, the traiisaction of bnsinesB until afler midnight It 
was 1^ busiest day of the session ; and, to the shame ^i* the na- 
tion be it«poken, there was a very good attendant. We are 
happy to learn that nbout twenty members * remembered the Sab- 
bath day,' and dedmed breaking it byattendingtoneglectedl^gis- 
laticn. That Sabbath day was, by an act of Congress, blotted out 
from the sacred •calendar. The question came before them dis- 
tinctly, as it never bad done, but in one instance before*—^ Shall 
we, or shall we not, trample the Sabbath under foot?' and the 
answer was, * Aye^ we w^.^ Like the proud tyrant of £gypt, 
they said, in fiict, * Who is ^ae Lord, that we should obey his 
Toice ? We know not the Lord, ndther will we keep his law.* 

'* And what will be the end of these things? Congress has 
nude rapid progress in this matter for ten yearsT-more than in 
forty years before. And during ten years, we have been^repeat- 
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BikyBCcmgeL ^°hnil T nntTiirit fnr thiMW thinp t iwiih Jii 
Ijord; and shall nol vif aonl be mnoge^ aanicb a aatiea as 

^ &i a vqaiblie, a eonrect jndgmmt ^viw*MMi>tng ^ siotak of a 
peojlle maf be ibtm^by luscertaiaing trbat is tlM ehanetcr of 
their magiitiates. A cflDBaranitf most tbemselves birre 
eomq^, before tbef caneonsciit to jrface, or uphold in office,! 
•f a(okiiowledged.iiniiioialit]r. . That people ean have bm Mt^ 
regaxd for the authbntf of God, who aie williag to bestow the 
hig:he8 1 offices in their gift oq l^abbatk-breitken and despisers of 
iciigioiL These'are their most piecknsnbene&ctiaim. Thefisan 
bestow no greater. They can give no more signal manifesta* 
tioDs of their approbation. .And yet, though free tochoose^ thef 
aeket from the yast multitude those to reeetTe these faTom who 
are actuated bf not the least regard to the gloiy of God. Hh 
earthly consideiationa could have induced x the eailysettlen of 
New England thus to have rewarded impiety. Offioe-hoidtts 
study well the prejudices and preferences of the men by whom 
they are kept in office. If they knew, that for e^ery enactment 
of impiety, on thdr retHin from the seat of legislation, they 
i^onld hear the tchco of indignaatt rebuke from every hamlet of 
thdr district, and sboidd be dropped at the next election, they 
wonld.not dare to defy the God of heaven. The impious legi» 
latarsepressDls a mass of impiety at home. This he knows, and 
is thus emboldened in his Qourae of sin. 

^ The members of the last Congress knew what they were do* 
ing, when they blotted*x>ut one Sabbath day from the calendar. 
They wall knew the character (^ the men whom they represented. 
Nerer had they heard their constituents . declare, that a regaMl 
for the moial law was an indispensable qualification for office. 

*^ Hint these men iM not reekob wkhont their h%Mt, ia painful- 
ly evident. Scarcely a voioe has been raised torebuke this hi|^ 
handed piofrnity. ¥eiy few of the conductors of the jMress have 
soonded a single note of warning. What else could we expect 
from the daily press, that know no Sabbath ? They could not 
speak, except in a rery few instances, without sealing their onvn 
condemnation. But the weekly papers had passed it by; aa^ 
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e^eQ oar religious periodicftls hsre girea bm a paragraph or two 
of faint rebuke. ScMne of them which, week by week,- made the 
land to ring with notes of wamingi when a legislator from Maine 
was shot down in cold blood, are almost silent in regard to this 
fnore signal defiance of the Almighty. It is not talked of in the 
marts of business, nor the place of concourse, and scarcely in the 
great congregation. The people slumber. The £^hcest breach 
of the Federal Constitution is enough to wake up the Union— *a 
thousand presses teem with the complaints of an injured people. 
But the constitution of (rod's moral govemment, the most sacred 
aflticles in that constitution, may be trodden under foot by the 
representatives ci « nominally Chiistian people, and the nation 
feels it not. * All things contimie as they were.' 

'< But we hare slept long enough. It is time to act. Infideli* 
ty has gained a »gnal triumph. If the people will hear this en- 
grossment of the Sabbath for national legislaticn, if they will 
take it patiently, and smile upon their guilty representatires, 

* Next year the fatal precedent will plead.^ 

The Sabbath will be taken whenever a corrupt le^lature^ may 
think that it is wanted. * Thus on, till' its sacredness shall be 
gone, and the occurrence which we now deplore shall, by its 
frequency, cease to excite a feding -of SUrjnrise. ^And if Cod- 
gress will sit on the Sabbath, why should not our State legisla- 
tures ? What is to hinder them ? particularly in those sectims 
of the land where religious restraint is but feMe. And when it 
ha3 become a comm(»i occurrence in the west and south*west, 
how long will it be before the venerable State House of Boston 
shall witness such a sight ? • And when the high places have be- 
come thu^ polluted, what is to withstand the streams of corrup- 
tion that sh^ thence be poured down upon the land ? Our 
public men, from the highest to the lowest, will, without re- 
straint, and at length without. remorse, pursue their own course 
of business or pleasure on the Sabbath day. ' 

** So rapidly have the temptations to thid vice accumulated 
among us for the last ten years, and so large have been the im- 
portations of habitual Sabbath-breakers from lands where th^ 
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pilgrim's Snltelh is imlnowii, that the evil has become of the 
most alanning kind. The standard must be Hfted vp. The 
hosts of Grod must rally round it. Every one of the people ci the 
Most High must take his stand — must search himself^ and see i£, 
io this respect, there be any eril iray in him, and break off hie 
sins by righteousness." 

From the above'fistcts is there not condusiTe evidence that this 
institutioii is losing its hold on the public conscience ? At first 
Congress only occastonally, and for a few minutes, or at most, 
iMKirs, desecrated, in this public manner, that holy rest The 
esse is parallel with that of Sunday mails, boats, and stages. 
They were started at first, fearfully, cautiously, and hesitatingly; 
bat, gaining by little and little, a thousand mails can now be 
sent; a thousand boats and stages can be kept in motion, 
the whole of that day, and during all the Sundays in the year, 
instead of occasionally an hour or two on one of them. So Con- 
gress noif^, with little apparent compunction, can hold its sessions 
daring a whole Sunday; and soon, unless the act should meet 
with merited rebuke firom all parts of the nation, it is to be 
feared that they will be as ready to do busitfess on that, as on 
any other day of the 'week. 

What would be the result, should etery fiiend of the Sabbath, 
pvHish to the world, that the men who thus trampled on the 
laws of the Sabbath, are unworthy our ccmfidence, and should 
never again be elected to enact and administer laws for a Chris- 
tian people ? No national legislature, during the life of this 
generation, would be guilty of the same impropriety. And can 
una, who thus wantonly violate the laws of God and man, be 
safely trusted as the leaders and guides of our national concerns ? 
Oan Grod approve of such conduct! Will he bless a people who 
do, ahd who countenance such highhanded rebellion ? Will he 
hold the man guiltless who, tinder such circumstances, feels no 
a^ety for the safety and honor of his hply day ? And do the 
fiiteds of the Sabbath yet sleep ? As weM, and perhaps more 
sa£^ might they sleep on Etna or Vesuvius. The man who 
can now hold his peace, and neglect to cry aloud, gives litde, if 
any evidenoie, that he is awake to Ws duty, or has a proper re- 
gard for the welfare of his country, or the honor of his God. 
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Fhilanthropist, Patriot, Christian, where aie your fiensibilities, 
your sense of obligation to your country, to ^e world, and to 
God ? Is it possible that yon will longer imitate the> criminal 
example of those who, by their apathy and silence suffered Sun- 
day mails, boats, stages, and rail-cars to prevail in this land ? Is 
it possible that you will thus aidiaintrodacing a practice whidi, 
it is to be feared, wiU result in a tptal disregard of that day, not 
oidy by our national legislature, but by all the departments of 
our government, from the highest to the lowest I Longer silence 
on your part is treason : — treason against your country, the 
church, and the court of heaven. And it is difficult to know which 
are most in the fault, ypu or the more immediate. aggressors. 

Watchman, " where art thou ?" comes sounding from above, 
with a voice of loudest thunder, reverberating from center to cir- 
cumference, and do you not hear it ? Or, hearing^ is it unheed- 
ed ? Awake, awake^ for the comer stones of this republic are be- 
ing removed; the last hope of. the good man is flickering, and 
ready to be extinguished. Awake, or the celestial lights of re- 
publican liberty -and Protestantism will grow less and less bril- 
liant until they are shroudeiLin the thick darkness of infidelity- 
end atheism. And, for the consequeqces of such a calamity, 
hastened by your neglect, prepare to render an^ account at the 
judgment. God cannot hold you guiltless for such neglect of 
duty. , ^ . w-- 

GOVERNOR ELLSWORTH. 

We add the following appropriate remarks on the same «ub- 
ject, by Gov. Ellsworth,^f Conn., in his Message jto the Legia- 
ture of that State. 

'* Connected with Congress as we are, and feeling its influence 
and example, it will not be deemed presumptuous to remark — 
* * Its late appropriation of the day .of rest .'and devotion, to 
secular business, is a disregard of an institution of divine ap- 
pointment, consecrated in the affections and hallctwed by the 
usages of. a large portion of the citizens of the United States. 
The Christian religion owes its extensio]5^ and its power over 
the consciences of men, to the institution and influence of the 
Sabbath. Repeal that instituticai, ot treat with, indifference its 
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obsenrance, as was done in the Natkiud Conventioii of France, 
and you banish feligipn, as they did, from the land. Lef me 
say, fellow citizens, it is not political power ; it is not extent of 
temtory j nor accumnhited wealA ; nor knowledge, nor scioice, 
alone, which renders a people reaUy great and truly happy. 
Ihe most High mleth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth it 
to whoDEifioever he will." • 



SABBATH UNION. 

" ; ^^ General Union for promoting the observtmce of the 
^r V «adia«A,' was formed in the city of New York, May 
», 1828, by about 200 ministers and laymen, of different denom- 
maUcMis, from fifteen States and Territories. The Constitution 
provides that the Society should * consist indiscriminately of the 
friends of morality and religion of aU denominations, who may 
choose to combine th^ influence for the promotion of this inter- 
T^ o^t;' and states that, ^ as the weapons of the Chris- 
Uan wa^e are not carnal, but spiritual, the means employed 
hy t^s Society for effecting their design, shall be the influ^ce 
^j^rsonal example, of moral suasion, with arguments drawn 
from the oracles of God, fi^m the existing laws of our country, 
and appeals to the consciences and hearts of men.» The follow- 
i^was the pledge required of all the members of the Union : 

We, whose- names are undersigned, do hereby acknowledge 
our obligation to keep the Sabbath according to the Scriptures • 
and we pledge ourselves to each other, and to the Christian pub-' 
he, to refrain from all secular employments oh that day, and 
from traveling in steani-boats, stages, canal-boats, or otherwise, 
except m case of necessity or mercy ; and to aim at discharging 
the duties connected with that sacred day; and also, that we 
Wl as circumstances admit, encourage and give a preference 
to those Imes of conveyance, whose owners do not employ them 
on the Sabbath.* * - y j ^ 

** A fofcible * Address to the People of the United States,' writ- 
ten by Rev. Lyman Beecher, was published, with the proceed- 
"^ of the Convention, and oirculot«l »hKn»<rknnt t]»« ^^^^^ 
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It«etlbrd&tlw imporUBoe of tke ChnMkn Ssbbsth; lliat «it 
appeared that the xespeet of former gcDcntiau for the SabbatJi 
WW in many places gone, and in all places &st fidling before tbe 
invudation of bosinesi and pleaanre; diat oonunetoe, on oar 
seaboarti, and riverSy and canals, and tanipike8,is putting in mo 
tkn asecular enterprise, which is last and fearfnllf annihilating 
the national conscience in respect to the Sabbath, and roBing 
the wave of oUivion oyer that sacred day ;' that the members 
of the CoQTention would make ' the httempt-to presenre to the 
nation the invaluable blessings of the Sabbath day;* and that 
* by the grace of God« the members of this Union will exercise 
their rights of property, for. the .preservation ol^ the- Sabbath, of 
their families and their beloved country, unangered and nnawed.' 

** Auxiliaries were £armed in variooa parts of the oonntry , cov- 
respandedoe was carried on extensivdy by Mends of the Sab- 
bath, and public attention was directed to die deseomtlon of die 
day, and the means of preventing it The ptfent Society h^ 
three public anniversaries, and it was thought diat the Society 
was established on a sore foundation as one ci the great Benevo 
)ei|t Institutions of the age. Their Annual Reports were poi^ 
lished and widely eirculated. 

" Contemporaneous with these efforts were the publkatian of 
De Vinne's Tract on the Sabbathy a copy of which was distributed 
to every family in this city; public meetings in various parts of 
the country to call public attention to the subject; the publica- 
tion pf Rev. Heman Humphrey's Essays on the Sabbath; the 
circulation of petitions to Congress to repeal the law requiring 
Postoffices to be opened on the Lord's day, and oonsequendy 
obliging the mails to be transported during holy tim^; and 
numberless handbills, essays, sermons, &cj calling the attention 
of the people to the subject, and the establishment of the Picxieer 
line of stages to run during six days of the week betw:een Bnf- 
Mo and Albany, N. Y. [But the Petitions and lines of stagea 
had no immediate connection with this Union, nor did its coa- 
tinuanoe depend <ni their success or defeat. Those were indi^ 
vidual enterprises, and were prosecuted mainly by individni^ 
effort.] 

« Among those who took an active part in the attempto made 
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to preseire the Sabbath were the late Jebemuh Etabtb and Jo 
siah Bissel, Jr., naities that should be held in everlasting remeo^ 
bvance by all the friends of the Lord's day. Of the former, it 
was well obsenred by Rev. Gardiner Spring, in his * Tribute to 
the memory of the late Jeremiah Evarts, Esq.,' that * he took a 
most active part in the measures adopted to prevent the trans- 
portation of the mail on that sacred day; wrote circulars and 
petitions, and presented them for signatures; conversed exten- 
sively with members of Congress on this subject; and compiled 
and published the pamphlet, consisting of extracts from memo- 
rials to Congress from different parts of the country aa this mat- 
ter, together with an introduction and conclusion written by 
himself.' 

"No pul^ meeting was held after the third anniversary, nor 
any publication. issued by the Society. The Society and' its 
auxiliaries were soon considered defunct. The Corresponding 
Secretary published a brief statement in the religious newspa- 
pers, aHsigning the reasons for the early discontinuance of the 
public meetings, and the cessation of action on the part of the 
Society. These reasons, and others, may be enumerated thus : 

1. No suitable Greneral Agent could be obtained to superin^ 
tend the affairs of the Society. 

Five dr six gentlemen of eminent abilities, among whom were 
Frelinghuysen, McDvaine, Fisk, and Edwards were successively 
appointed, with the offer of a sufficient salary, but they all de- 
clined the appointment. 
^ 2. The members of the Executive Committee, being men bu- 
sily engaged in their respective callings, could not devote the 
time requisite to conducting the business of the Society alone. 

3. Some of the officers of the Society did not refrain from tnt- 
veling on the Lord's day. 

4. Some ministers of the G-ospel, in various parts of the United 
States, in traveling to their [church conferences and judicatories], 
to the annual meetings of the Religious and Benevolent Societies 
and on other occasions, frequently traveled on the Sabbath. 
[And many laymen followed their example.] 

5. The effort made by the members of the C(Hivention that 

13 
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formed the General Union was spaamodie; and too many of 
them were recreant to the Pledge they had adopted. 

6. Too much reliance was placed on human effort, and Chria- 
tians generally did not wrestle in prayer for the divine interpo- 
sition and blessing. 

7. Churches did not generally discipline their members for 
desecrating the Sabbath. 

8. The officers of the Society were not sustained by the pray- 
ers, bene&ctions, and personal efforts of ministers and pious 
laymen throughout the country. 

9. And lastly the officers of the Society did not feel, as they 
should have done, the value of the great trust committed to 
them, nor evince that devotedness to the cause which was re- 
quisite, with the divine blessing, to arouse the nation to a sense 
of its sin, and bring about its abandonment" 



CHAPTER III. 

BXPEDIENOY OF FEABLESS AND UNITED EFFOBT. 

Some of the friends of the Sabbath say, that, in order to do 
any thing effectually for the cause, it must not be generally 
known that any systematic efforts to this end are being made. 
To print a paper, or employ a clergyman to lecture for this ob- 
ject, or to appoint a committee to superintend the requisite 
efforts, would, in their opinion, be the ruin oi the whde enter- 
inise. We must use such means only as will not awaken sua- 
pocion, or excite opposition to the cause. 
. It is conceded that we ought to be wisje in projecting plans, 
and inoffensiye, as &r as may be, in executing diem — that it 
-nrould be wrong to awaken an unnecessary alarm, or to proroke 
opposition, merely for the purpose of seeing the wicked rage. 
But truth, while it is spoken in lore, must be presented with its 
edge neither blunted nor covered with a scabbard. It is only 
when thus presented, that it does good and reaches the coi^ 
science; and whenever it reaches the conscience, it gives un- 
easiness and pain. But the same iastrumentality that wounds, 
frequently and fiiithfully applied, will certainly effect that cure 
which can in no other way be accomj^hed. Because the 
wounded man threatens, storms, and rages, he should not be left 
to die without efforts for his recovery ; but, with increased bold- 
ness and vigor, truth should repeat stroke after stroke, until the 
victim is not only dead, but made alive again by her all-conquer^ 
log power. 

It is pretended that we ought to begin moderately and silently 
— ^that we should write now and then an article, and publish it 
in some periodical already established — ^and that even this 
should be concealed as much as possible from the wicked. 

Now, even if this did not subject us to the charge of Jesuitical 
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mtrigoe, or pious fraud, we should be opposed to it, because it 
is unnecessary, and because facts do not justify the hope of suc- 
cess from such a mode of procedure. 

All this precaution is ufmecessatyj because it is evident from 
past efforts in this cause, that the wicked are as ready to sus- 
pend their business on the Lord's day, as Christians are to ask 
them to do it. They are not all so weak as not to understandi 
that the Sabbath is necessary for man in more than one point 
of view. And though same of them would complain, if all 
worldly business were to cease on Sunday, it is believed that a 
majority, if the question were now put, whether there shoulder 
should not be a day of rest, would say, " By no means take away 
firom us the Sabbath." It is busy enterprise and extreme world- 
liness, rather than deliberate design on their part, that has in- 
troduced the present order of things among us. And there is no 
need erf* all this precaution, this studied secrecy, and these vain 
attempts to create a correct public conscience, before publishing 
what we would wish to have done, and what we are laboring 
to do. We had rather ccxne up boldly to him who tramples on 
thesacredRest, and say, ''Friend, we are all doing wrong; the 
mail should not be transported, nor opened on Sunday ; stages, 
boats, and cars should not run on that day; all worldly business 
must be suspended as often as it returns." Shc^ild we not be 
more likely to secure their co-operation, (for they are nearly or 
quite wiCh us in their views abready,) and excite less prejudice 
against the cause by this course, than by keeping our intentioiis 
out of sight? 

An intelligent, discriminating infidel said to us, not long since, 
** You Christians are cowards ; had you not been, long ere this 
the Sunday mails would have been stopped. I was opposed to 
the measure, but well knew, if you continued to petition Con- 
gress a little longer, you would be heard : for you had the right 
of it, and would have succeeded." 

Another of like character, a thorough-bred physician, express- 
ed the sentiment, that the Sabbath is adapted to our physical 
natures, and necessary politically, as well as religiou^y.. ** I would 
not," added be, " blot it out if I could. I have been called to see 
many die, and have marked the difference between the death of 
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the infidel, which is almost imirersally one of horror, and that 
of the believer in the Bible, which is usoally one of peace, joy, 
and hope. For the world I would not deprive the latter (though 
I knew his religion a deception,) of this source of comfort at that 
trying hour; and I very well know, that if the Sabbath wer« 
given up, the Bible would of course become a useless book, an4 
we should hasten back to barbarism." 

Men who are indifferent about God and the future state, and 
even such as are avowed disbelievers in divine revelation, nevei^ 
theless know that a man, as an individual, and as a member of 
society, needs a day of rest; that he can do more to improve his 
temporal condition, enjoy life better and longer, and die more 
}uippily by observing, than by neglecting that instituticm. 

Worldly wis4om and expediency never yet accomplished much 
in religious matters; and if there is now so much danger in 
arousing the enemy, who may be sleeping, rest assured he is not 
to be driven firom his stronghold without a mighty struggle. It 
is not numbers, let it be remembered, that will produce a change 
frcnn the piafanation of the Sabbath to its. observance. Truth 
akne, set hom^ upon the conscience, is to work this change { 
and this must be urged not only privately, but publicly, fearless- 
ly, plainly, pointedly> powerfully, unceasingly — always in love. 
I We kno^ ministers have much to fear and much to lose, 
should they proceed thus in regard to this evil ; but they have 
more to fear, and more to Iq^e, should they neglect to do so. 

But what, is the legitimate consequence of this kind of ex]^ 
dieacy ? — this tame and silent attack on the powerful enemy of 
whom we >a^e spoken ? While we are thus moving, if moving 
it may be called, the tide of worldliness and impiety rises higher 
and higher, pjreparing to sweep the institution to a retumless 
distance, from this generation at least. But there is no neces- 
sity for so much caution in this reform. Vastly more will b^ 
gained by coming out boldly, trusting in God. 

Examples are decidedly in favor of this bold, open course. 
Nehemiah, though but a man, and alone, powerless in himself, 
^ men at the present day are — ^and in a community where the 
sin was univennJ, went forward, pursuing an entirely different 
coorse from the one recommended by many at the present day 
13* 
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as most expedient He amimonded the profeaeed people of 
Crod to ^ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy**— exhorted 
the enemies of the Rest to do the same, and threatened them 
with ciyil punishment, if they persisted in its violation. He did 
not stop to form a correct poblic sentiment, before tellings the 
peoide what they were domg, what they ought not to do, and 
what they might expect. Neither did he ask what they wooM 
think of him, do with him, or say about him if he went about 
his work and reproved them for this sin. It was enough to 
settle the question of duty, to know that the Sabbath was pro- 
faned. Men must everywhere, within their borders, and even 
without the gates of the city, cease from the profiinationy and 
that immediately. Though he combated the evil at fearful odds, 
he succeeded. But it was truth he was wielding, and that in 
defence of one of the most important institutions of Hearen. 
Truth, in that instance, as it will in all simikr cireumstancea, 
prevailed ; and this fact should encourage every friend of the 
Sabbath to go and do likewise. 

Peter and the rest of the aposdes followed this example. 
They charged home the sins of the Jews upon thenr ecxneienees, 
s&iying, ** with wicked hands ye have crucified and slain the Lord 
of Glory." Woddly expediency would have said. Why, Peter ! 
you must not speak so plainly, so boldly, so loud ; the Jews will 
hear you, and put you also to death— ^you act very rashly, and in- 
discreetly—we shall not only tdl the " unfortunate^^ Jews, tliat 
we disapprove of your conduct, but shall do all in our power to 
destroy your influence among the believers. But Peter wished 
to form a correct public conscience, and he adopted the most effi* 
cient ^means to bring it about ; while his associates, backed 
his declarations, strengthened his hands^ and encouraged his 
heart, instead of traitorously joining in with the enemies of idl 
good, as too many at the preserit time are doing. 

Luther, and the other reformers, laughed to scorn the Diet of 
Worms ; and, instead of first laboring silently to form a correct 
public sentiment, they thundered, in the ears of their opposers, 
the truth of Jehovah, and repeated it' with so much energy and 
severity, that the Pope saw his forces scattered, his power un- 
dermined, and felt the entire foundation of the Romish Church 
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Tocldiig, as if flhaken by an earthquake. By thus exhibiting 
troth, they formed a public sentiment, and then the evS w€S 
cured. 

All the means they selected might not hare been, and proba- 
bly were not, the yery best, possible ; for imperfection marks all 
the dcMngs of man ; but we learn from the result, that they 
were, on the whole, such as Grod could bless. 

WiLBERFORCs puTsued a similar, open course) in regard to the 
slaye trade. Instead of working under carer, conyertingto his 
TiewB, one by one, silently, he boldly and pub^dy presented his 
plan, headed Truth and righteousness; and like a good soldier, 
stood firm amid discooragements, unmoved by calumny, and un- 
dismayed by threats ; and the glorious result is known to the 
world. Truth prevailed. ^ One did chase a thousand and two 
pat ten thousand to flight" Grod loves to have his children 
boldly hold up the truth; and he always hoooTB it, when thus 
exhiUted belbre his enemies. 

How did KiTTsrooE and Bsecrer begin to form a ooirect sen* 
tknent on the subject of Temperance? They took the only 
speedy, safe, and correct course to remove the edl they would 
combat And what was the result of a// these efforts 4 First a 
storm of wrath, as might have been expected, was poured out, 
but snbsequendy truth has prevailed, and the enemy lies bleed* 
iDg, ready to die. If enemies^ as wdl as firiends are not brought 
to embrace the troth, litde is done. The same arguments which 
convince one side, must be used to convince the other also; and 
it is a saring erf* time and labor to address bolh classes at once 



OPINION OF THE COHMITTEE OF THE LONDON SABBATH PROTECTIOK 
SOCIETT. 

Just as this work was prepare4 for the press we received from the 
Secretary of the London Society, " for promoting the due observe 
ance of the Lord's day," a tile of their publications, among which 
is the following, being the seventh reason of the committee, 
urged against objections, and in favor of the course pursued by 
Sir Andrew Agnew in presenting his bills on the subject of Sab- 
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bath desecradoD to the British Parliameiit, whkh we are happy 
to insert in this place. 

" It is the most fair and honest mode of dealing, on the part of 
those who are of opinicxi that the exigency of the case calls for a 
comprehensive measure, and to declare at once what ia the ut- 
most extent of the objects they have in view ; and what is the 
exact amount of the measure with which they maybe satisfied; 
and it is considered that such a course is the most likely to at- 
tract the approbation and good opinion of right thinking individu- 
als, and (which is an infinitely higher consideration) to draw 
down the blessing of Almighty God." 

Enough has been said to show, that the'only way to form a cor- 
rect public sentiment, is to give truth its appropriate place, the 
very fore front of the battle. Then, God. will smile on the enter? 
prise and speed it But if we consult worldly wisdom, the rer 
suit will be defeat and shame. The Bible does not allow us to 
use, in these enterprises,'this time-serving pcdicy, but unites witl\ 
experience in teaching, that, it is never wise to cover the swqird 
oi truth with a scabbard. The wicked must be rebuked, an4 
severely wounded, yet in love, and with a kind, though dj&ter- 
mined spirit * 

These remarks are not meant to imply, that whenever a re* 
formaticHi is to be effected, it is always necessary to produce a 
tremendous excitement, and aWaken a general opposition, as if 
desirable on their own account, or for the sake of putting men in 
a rage as a preparative for their reasoning correctly.. A. general 
reformaticm, like the one under consideration^ however, is al- 
ways attended by great excitement and opposition. And these 
are among the most prominent indications, that truth has taken 
root and is bringing forth fruit No great and powerful nation 
ever yet yielded up her possessions and her glory without a 
struggle, nor has any prominent vice been uprooted and destroy- 
ed until all its votaries, one by one, have been attacked, beaten 
back, taken, bound hand and foot, and slain, or converted into 
friends. And this is not the work of a day, to be accomplished 
without effort — difficulty embarrassing, trying, and we had 
almost said, deadly, and unending. 

It would be folly, not to say madness^ to attempt to remove 
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the eyil of Sabbath-breaking, so deeply rooted, so uniyersal, in 
this land, without making the truth blaze upon the eyes of all, 
and relying on the power, grace, and mercy of God to aid in the 
undertaking. And does any one suppose this can be done with- 
out producing excitement ? As well might the full blaze of 
noon-day pour its thousand rays into an eye unaccustomed to 
the light, without producing pain or emotion. 

Then let us act openly. Let the sin of the Sabbath-breaker, 
and his immediate duty be plainly, speedily set before him. 
The socHier the truth, and the whole truth is told, touching this 
matter, the better. While men are laboring secretly to set the 
public mind right, the evil and the difficulties of removing it, are 
increasing faster than a correct public sentiment ; God is meanr 
while dishonored, the church continues to suffer loss, and ini* 
mortal souls, in countless multitudes, crowd the broad joad to 
erime and perdition. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THB NECESSITY FOR THE SABBATH. 

The necessity for the Sabbath is founded in the physical and mo- 
ral constitution of man. 

Is this position can be established, it will thereby be demon- 
strated, that it is not peculiar to the Jewish, nor to the Chris- 
tian dispensation; but belongs to the race. To illustrate 
what is intended by this adaptation, we may refer to the coeval 
institution of marriage. That this institution originated in Eden, 
all reflecting men will admit That it was not an arbitrary en- 
actment, but one based on the very nature, necessity, and condi- 
tion of mankind, will not be questioned. The social constitution 
of man made it indispensable. And on this subject all history 
goes to show that law or no law, revelaticoi or no revelation, 
Grod or no Crod, retribution or no retribution, the Law of mar- 
riage must be observed. And why ? He who made man, made 
him so, that, without observing it, his physical, social, moral, 
and intellectual nature, are inevitably debased. Hence we say 
— and who dissents ? — that marriage is " founded in the physi- 
cal and moral constitution of man," and therefore belongs to the 
whole race. 

Our argument for the Sabbath is just the same, and just as 
conclusive. That, too, was ** made for man," and is no less 
adapted to man: nay, indispensable fc^ man. We say, and 
shall attempt to show that the circumstances atad constitution 
of man are such, that he can no more do without the Sabbath 
than without the institution of marriage. An occasional viola- 
tion of either of these great primeval laws, may not prostrate 
the whole fabric of society, so long as they are generally re- 
verenced. But their ^prevailing violation would be alike, and 
equally disastrous to all that is dear, and ennobling to man. 
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Firsts then, the physical nature of man requires the Sabbath, 
The fact is clearly estaMished, thkt both the body and mind 
of meQ, demand more relaxation than the night affords them. 
Protracted toil, continued withont cessation beyond six days, de- 
tracts from the vigor and comfort of the body, and wears it oat, 
prematurely. The necessity of food and drink is not more clearly 
attested by nature itself, than that of a weekly rest for man. A 
body of facts, attesting the actniracy of this position, is elsewliere 
found in this work. And what is this, but the attestation of na- 
ture, and of God, in behalf of the Sabbath. 

So also marCs moral nature i^eds the Sabbath. 

This part of our original constitution, equally with the former, 
has claims and wants, which can be met coily by keeping the 
Sabbath. Indeed, these interests are infinitely higher and more 
eaduring. They belong to our immortality. To meet this class 
of interests is the great purpose of redemption. Christ died 
and angels watch, and the whole plan of Gospel grace is adopted, 
that man's moral nature may be so cultivated, as to fit him for 
his appropriate enjo3rment here and hereafter. But how shall 
these arrangements be made available — this inestimable object 
be secured ? By plunging into the bottomless abyss of worldly 
avoca^tions, and never withdrawing the mind, from year to year, 
from youth to old age, except at casual intervals 1 The very 
supposition is incredible. Under such circumstances all man's 
moral interests, his eternal well-being, must of necessity be over- 
looked. Those minds which are most deeply imbued with reli- 
gious principle find it difficult, even with the help of the Sabbath, 
to keep in check the rising spirit of worldUness. Take that Sab- 
bath away, and they even might tremble for the safety of all 
their moral and religious interests. What then must be the ef- 
fect on minds wholly devoted to the world ? It would be, it 
must be, the utter sacrifice of those mighty interests, which God's 
own Son suffered and died to secure. Even the foresight of a 
man, would show that to carry out the design of Redemption, 
just such an instituticm as the Sabbath was indispensable. 
Would not God then institute it ? He surely would : He has. 
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<< Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy," 

And whatsoerer observances God enjoins, are positivdy need- 
ful to the physical and moral good of mankind. This we have 
seen to be true of marriage. It is equally true of them alL He 
made man, and knew what laws he needed. As the eye is md^ 
justed to the laws of light ; as the digestive system is adapted 
to the nature of food ; so the whole nature of man is adjusted 
to the requisitions of God's Law. 

These remarks apply as clearly to the law of the Sabbath, as 
the law of marriage. Both were provided to meet the emef^ 
gency of man's fallen condition. Before man was made, it was 
known in the counsels of eternity that he would apostatize, and 
that some powerful instrumentalities must be employed for his 
recovery. In view of the event thus foreseen, and the necessity 
thus created, God has so made man, that not only the voice of 
law, but of self-interest; not only authority^ hat nature shall 
onnmand him to obedience. 

The goodness of God, in relation particularly to the Sabbath, 
is wonderfully manifest. It is as if He had said : " I know that 
Boan will strongly incline to neglect the things which belong to 
his peace, and to eternity. The influence of the world, if not in 
some way greatly interrupted, will absorb every thought To 
hold in check this tendency, to force, if possible, his thoughts 
away from earth, occasionally at least, I will ordain the holy 
Sabbath. And I will so make man, that his whole physical, 
social, and moral nature shall invite him to repose, just so much 
of his time, as the necessity of his condition, and my Law, founds 
ed on that necessity, require him to rest. I will give him the 
Sabbath. And I will so constitute him that while he must seek 
the relaxation of the body, he may seek the salvation of the soul. 
And lest he forget my Sabbath and eternity, I will write the 
necessity for their remembrance on the very frailty of his nature. 
I will make obedience necessary for this world as well as the 
next. Godliness shall be gain to him in every respect." This 
would not create such physical neces^ty as to destroy man's 
free agency, though his nature is perpetually calling on him to 
obey this law. 
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It is an important questioD, pertaining to this, subject.; When 
was the Sabbath instituted ? If it was made for man, and is so 
wonderfully adjusted to his whole nature, the inference seems 
almost irresistible, from this^consideration only, that it was given 
in Bdai. • . . • • " 

. If not, where was it giyen? Can any other period be assigned 
for -its institution, so well authenticated, as this is in the first of 
Grenesis? Was it at Sinai? .Most fissuredly not. All the 
oolmnands of the Moral Law, there giveik, relate either to moral 
beings,^ or.things of a moral nature already in existence. God 
and man are^ the -moral beings there introduced. The Sabbath 
is an institution^ of a moisd nature, ai^d must therefore have had 
p. pceviotts existence. .No new moral obligations were there 
originated ; no- new moral acts were- there required. In the 
ceremonial law many new duties were enjoined. The case ad- 
mitted^ this. New eireumstanees, inrolving new' duties, had 
sprung up. In. reference to these,' new and original legislation 
could^take place. ^*^If thou shall, make an altar of .earth.^^ 
^ Three times shalt thou keep a feast unto me in a year." The 
first is merely a supposition, referring 'to a contingency that 
might arise,' viz : they might build ** hti altar of evth." The . 
second was a command to keep- three annual feasts. -These 
were new. injunctions, and became obligatory from that time, 
because their new circumstances rendered that a duty to •them, 
then, whicl^ had not -been sol>efore. There was no inherent and 
universal obligation tp do these things, as is the case with a 
moral law. Nor iare these duties spoken of in terms.like those 
used in reference to the Sabbath. ItW^s not the altar ; t?te feast ; 
aaif speaking of something already existing, and to all familiar. 
But when the law of the Sabbath is proclaimed, the language 
used is aitirdy different. It is not a new enactment : no Sab- 
bath was institute at Sinai. The L^iw'simply enjoin&^^not t^ 
origination of. something hew, like the ceremonial f<Sasts, butv 
the observance* of ^ what was old, and already understood. .The 
diief magistrate of a nation may fi^' it' requisite, for particular 
reasons, to issue a proclamation, ei^oining the' observance of 
certain laws. Atd hemight use the very form of expression used 
at Sinai, with reference to the Sabbath: " Remember and ob- 
14 
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aenre a particular law." ' Who would imagine that such lan- 
goage knjdied -that no such law existed until then ? The Terf 
pbxaseology^ .assumes its pre-existence So does the language 
of the moral law imply the pre-ezistence of the Sabbath. ** Re- 
member" what ? Something they never until then had heard 
of^ and consequently till they^had- tkne to IbzgeK it,- could not 
"remember?" Most certainly not They -must then, if such 
language was at all proper, hare perfectly .understood that there 
was a holy Sabbath. All that was then needed was to republish 
that law, aQd enjoin on thejewish people, not the establishxaent 
of a new, but the observance of an old institution. 
. Sbpuld it be aaid, that if the Sabbath "was not given -at Sinai, 
it was at the first &11 of manna— we may reply, that of this 
there is no prpof, and no. probability. The language of Moses, 
in respect to the Sabbath, at that -time, clearly implies that it 
Was not a new, but a pre-existing instituti(Ai, equally with the 
language used in the ten commandments : '* To-morrow is the 
rest of the lioly Sabbath to the Lord thy God." It is' not " a 
Sabbath," but << the Sabbath.^' " The lord hath said,]' not " the 
Lord now says.'' The surprise of the people, on seeing twice as 
much manna fall on the sixth^day a^ on others, was because it 
was unexpected.' As theykneTirit could not be preserved from 
one day to another, they of course expected it> would faU on the 
Sabbath, as at otK^ times. The whole hist(»y shows <bat-the 
Sabbath was not nhen. instituted, but cmly recognised and hon- 
QTed of God, by a two^fold miracle, wrou^t to guard it against 
prdfanatiqn. ' . • 

When, then, was it instituted? When bat- in Edeh, and 
at the. very beginning of time. The prevailing silence d[ the 
Scriptures, togetl\er with the manner in which the Sabbath and 
the marriage institution are often alluded to, confirms this hy- 
pothesis. If, on the very threshhold of creation, God had enact* 
ed and promulged them^ and had also inscribe^ them on man's 
ori^jial constitution, and they were therefore already &mil]ar4o 
the Hel^rewraae as* Heaven's o^vn appointed ordinances, then, 
and. only on that $upposition, is the Scripture method of only 
adverting to those institutions natural. The whole subject being 



perfectly imdeTstood, and no one questioning that God had from 
the beginning appointed a Sabbath, it would be superflnooiS to 
re-enact its- observance. It might become important io-caU at- 
tention to it, and to.write it, to- enjoin upon -the people to re- 
member 4t, and keep it holy* * And while on this theo^ the 
language of Scripture is perfectly natural, on any: other it is in- 
capable <^ any satisfactcwy explanation. It was doubtiess giren 
at the beginning, and^inai only witnessed its republication. 

But let us examine a KtUe mo^e minutely the precepts of the 
decalogue. The three first prohibit certain things in relation to 
God,- the Lawgi¥er. The fourth i? addressed to man: "Re- 
monber the Sabbath day to keep it holy." Here the institution 
is first particularized as already existing: it is ^Uhe Sabbath 
day'' T^en follow specific enactments to secure its obserrancec 
^Six days shalt thou labor, aud do all thy work:" so as to be 
prepared for .the seventh. * The remaining six refer to duties 
which men everywhere, and in all ages, were hound to perform 
toward each other; duties the obligation of which did not origin 
nate then, nor did those eqjoined-towaid -God. That obligaticoi 
existed always. It grew out of the 'rery nature and rela tions of 
man : not of the Jews, but of all men, in all ages. With what 
propriety, then, CQuld the Sttbbath be supposed, alone, to be of 
recent ongin, or limited obligation, while all the other piecepts 
axe universal ? Besides, as if to guard against the possibility of 
such a hypothesis, the.Sabbatii is spoken of €xplicitly--«s i^ 
however ignoratit men might be of every^ other duty, they 
already knew that this jnstitutiou' existed, there was no neces- 
sity for enjoining a day of rest, httt only of enforcing the remem^ 
bianee of one which they already knew to have been.ordained* 

From these coosiderations, it is obvious that the Sabbath is 
not peculiar to any disp^sation, patriarchal, Jewish, or Chris- 
tiao. It-is older than either, and belongs to the race. It was 
^* made for manJ^^ It derives none of its authority from either, 
as sach ; they rather have b^en dependent upon its influence for 
tbeir'entire ^Bciency and support. It has had, therefore, the ap* 
pn)bation c^goed meji, not only in the times of Moses, but hefore 
and smce : and the pioua upon earth wiU continue, with religious 
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T«nentioii, 4q cheruh it, till ihey shall enter npoQ that eternal 
Sabbath, c^ which it is both the tfpe and the. prejiarative. 

It IB certainly no virtue in man tha^ h^ is so constituted a& to 
need the rest of every seventh day. Nor is it |tny sin in, him 
that he is so iconstitmed that he. cannot, without detriment, fe^d 
on poison. These are arrangements which he did not oi%iAate, 
and for whose existence hp has no responsibility. But finding 
such a constitution of things already established, he is bound to 
fiiU in with it, ^ expressing the will of God. Indeed, a kind of 
necessity is thus create4 for a oomi^iance with the divine law. 
True virtue, however, consists not so much in yielding to those 
arrangements, because we suffer for it if we do not, as in a cheer- 
ful aequ^escence in them, because they are the will of God, thus 
made known to us. It is, indeed, a most benevolent act of our 
Creator thus to have constituted us, so that the v^ necessities 
of our nature and condition fall in with our duty, and <hus be* 
come our helps and monitors in the way to Heaven. . And dis- 
obedience, under 'sucE an arrangement, becomes doubly siiiuL 
Thus, to neglect the Sabbath, is not only a sin agtiinst God, but 
against our own souls, and against our own bodies. He who 
refuses suitable food, or partakes of some slow and certain po^ 
son, is not more jpalpably a transgressor against his own physical 
nature, than he is who denies to his body that weekly rest which 
God has made essential to its vigor, aiAl commanded him to ob- 
serve^ And as for Ms mond nature, he sins not agaiast that 
more fatally who shuts his eyes upon the/ word of God, and 
turns away liroiai all its ordinances, than he does who forgets 
the Sabbath. - . : . 

This i^stituticMi, then, is sanctioned by a^wo-&)ld enactment 
— the one as written on tables of ^tone, the other .on the very 
n.ature of man: and both by. the finger of Jefaovahf Every in-* 
teUigent being is an. opeti volume to- himself^ nirhere he may 
read the precept, " Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy;" 
and whether willing or unwilling, is an Bgeaat for its .promjulga* 
tion to others.. Human nature hath a voi^, and a tongue which 
trumpets it, as loxidly and cJearly as did Sinai's thiutders. Then, 
for God te ereate^uch a nece^ty for the Sabbath, is :the same 
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itmg aafor him^to «nact it .Indeedyis it not more forcible than 
any^ other mode of enactmeat can be ? 

In the absence, then, of aU othear proof, it would aeem that niy 
fiurther'aignment would be ^apesPaxmB, Lest, however, aepM 
may not yet be satisfied, we shall proceed to consider the sabjeet 
still fhrther, that, if possible, all may be indnced to remember 
the Sabbath, and keep it holy. 

AfiireA, 1839. 
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-. CHAPTER V. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

The Mowing opinions, facts, and arguments, w^e published 
in a series of twelve numbers, in a weekly periodical, in 1836, 
and were' elicited by objections then made and industriously cir- 
culated by the enemies of the Sabbath. They are inserted here, 
not as a labored, systematic examination of the whole subject 
under consideration, which for ages has been before th©" public, 
and, especially during the last half century, h&s be^ presented 
in a most masterly, acceptable, and triumphant manner; .but as 
containing ansWers, selec'ted from, accredited sources,, ajicient 
and modem, sacred and profane, to particular popular objeetiebs, 
accompanied with brief remarks. 

Numerous quotations have been, made from the ancient 
fathers, for three reasons, viz j — To show that they did not con- 
sider the institution abolished — ^that there was a change of the 
day from the seventh to the ^r5^-^and that all who wish to 
know their opinions on these points may learn them without the 
trouble of consulting a ddzen or twenty authors. 

OBJECTIOJf I.— "ThEKE is NO AUTHORITT FPK THE SaBBATH*" 

As this is merely the assertion of disbelievers in divine reve- 
-latioo, without ev«i an attempt to produce evidence in support 
ctf it, little time will be spent in answering it For, as before 
remarked, this effort has not been made maiidy for the sake of 
such individuals, but for those who believe in the truth oi the 
Bible. The evidence cff the supreme authority of the Scriptures 
is already before the public, and is more conclusive and abun- 
dant than that of any other work' of antiquity. Jxl that book, 
the sacred historian mforms us, that on the sixth day Ixod ended 
his work, and rested on and blesded the seventh 4ay ; or, as it is 
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belieted, set if ti^rt as a Sabbath. He nuuU it for man-^voR 
TBE BACB. The day on which this rest Was ta be obsenred, was 
fixed after the heayens and earth, and all their, host were fin- 
ished : and but fof this day^ oor weeks might have consisted of 
six instead of seven days. Certainly it was not needed \ff Gpd, 
in order to flnii^ the work of creation. 

' Mosed,' ip. tili< commencement of tins history, takes it for 
granted that th^re is a God. And, erer after this history of the 
institution of the Sabbath, he, and the rest of the sacred writers, 
take it for granted that there is a Sal^bath. They speak of it 
as a thing tmiyersally known and understood, exeept in its de^ 
•tail, jnst* as he spol^e of thje existence of a €rod— a thing too well 
uiderstood to need proof And, since the Bible is with us aA 
accredited book, it is stifficient for the {tfesent purpose to add 
only the commandment ther^ ccmtained as evidence that God 
has required of some people, at least, the observance of a Sab- 
bath. It ra in these words, viz : . ' 

*^ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it hoiy. Six days si^lt 
thou 'labor, and do all thy work. But thej^eventh day is the 
Sabbath' of the Lord thyGfod ; in it thou slait not do any worit, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daught^, thy man servant, nor thy 
maid servant, nbr thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is wkhin thy 
gates. For m six dajrs tiie Lord macfe heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them, is, and rested'the sev^th day : where- 
fore the Lord blessed the'Sabba;th day; and hallowed it." 

hi this there is no effort to prove that there is a Sabbath. 
The fact is stated, and man was commanded to keep it.* 

One of the reasons given for the observance of this, institutiqn 
is, that **in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea^ 
and aH that iii them is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed if." Moses, 
thenj evidently understood the seventh day spoken of (G«i.* ii. 2, 
3,) to be a SabbiStth; said if Moses, the& a^e the people of 
lara'el. 

CHBist required hi^ disciples to keep his co^^nandments, and 
follow his example. He observed the Sabbath, and* after his 
riesurrection, frequently appeared to them on the/r5^ day of the 
week, lead^ them in the wor^ip of Ood, and instmctiilg them, 
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which they regarded as authority fo settiqg apart that day as 
ODe of flacred treat To this example, also, bU. the Christians of 
the early ages, idth one oonsent, gare heed, as haying all the 
Ibrce of divine oommand. ' Such is the testimony of the ancient 
fitthers. 

The diyision of time into wxxkb, is presumptive evidence thM 
the iSiabbath has been observed by some, in all ages' of the world. 
^ The period of seven days," says Mb& Soiiebvill£, in her work 
fill the Physical Sciences, "by fiir the most pennanent division 
of time, and the most ancient monument of astronomical -know- 
ledge, was used by th^ Brahmins, in India, with the same de- 
nominations employed by us, and was alike found in the calenr 
dars of the Jews, -Egyptians, Arabs, and .Assypans., It has 
survived die faU of empires^ and has existed am(»)g all successive 
g^enUioDs, a jNroof d their comiQon origin." 

S. J. 'bTJQKnxGBAH.^—Saerediuss ofthe'Number Seven. 

^ One of the features by which the !Nile was distinguished 
finom most other streams, was that of itsiiavii^ seven separate 
mouths, orJestuaries, by which.it discharged its waters into^the 
91 editenafiean. Now^ the Egyptians venerated the Nile, as 
* the seveofmouthed stream,' because, among them, this uumbor 
seven was: regarded as a sacred number. Nor were^ the Egyp- 
lianssiiigular in diis respect ; -for amopg the Hebrews, the Chad- 
deans, the Assyrians, Babylonians, Medes, and Persians, the same 
regiurd was shown to ti^ number ; and the Greeks and Romans, 
after th^m, partook of die same feeling. The .Hebrew Scrip> 
tilres, itk will be remembered, are full of instances in which diis 
number is used in reference to holy things : it is seen in the Ben- 
tateuchy -end in the Prc^hets; and in the New Testament, the 
Apocalypse of St John furnishes almost as many examples of 
this as the Old. ' Indeed, it is believed that the^e are no nations, 
of ancient or modern days, in which some trace of this v«iaa- 
lion for the number seven, as a sacred numbor, may not.be 
found. Among a^ people so little known as. the Thugs, of Hin- 
dostan, whose peculiarities have been but reeendy investigated 
and described, we find that there were seven original clans of 
that people : that the first seven days of their expeditions were 
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to be regarded as days of separatiQH fron^ all others; and that 
they ate^Do animal food ontil the seventh day, this period beiog 
caUed Satha — a very probable corruption of Sabb(Hha^ ladieed, 
I caDDot but be ijBpressed with a. belief, from all the considemh 
tioa I have been enabled to be^ow upon the siftject, that this 
almpst uniTersal yenehition for the npniLber seven, and the -sev- 
enth day, is a remnant of the ancient observance of a 4^y of 
Rest, which had its origm in the first sige^. of mankind, which 
was observed i)etbre the flood, and coaununicated Ify the d^ 
scendantsof Noah to. the early inhabitants of thti world after th« 
flood, through whom it passed into all lands, and became 
partially or perfectly known to all people. The reason assigned 
for the institution of the Sabbath, that it was a commemorati(m 
of the rest of the B^ity from the labors of ihe creation, which 
were completed in .six days, and from which the Almighty rest-^ 
ed on the seventh — ^would lead to the inference that the Sabbath 
was an institution coey^l with the first parents of mankind : and 
the language in which the commandment respecting the Salh 
bath is couched, in the decalogue, greatly strengthens this 8Up> 
positions All the other commandments, exc^t this, are fosir 
tive in their injunctions, whether the command be positive ok 
negative — ^to do or to abstain from doing— and make no refei^ 
ence to any other code ot institution of an earlier date. But this 
beginsLwith the words, * J2«memder- that thou keep, holy tha 
Sabbath day- — ^as if it referred to somO'previous obeiervanee, nott 
now instituted for the first time, but which was to be held .in 
recdlecaoii as a thing before known and practised^ and which 
was now enjoined to be continually r«fnemi^ere<^ : a phras^ofogy; 
it will be observed, eonfiiasd exclusively toi^ this commandment 
alone. / * . > 

" Of the benefits of this divine institution to man and beast^ in 
& pttrely- physical and mental point of view, without r^erence 
to its obligation as a religious obsenTance^ my -own esperia^ee 
w^ abundantly testify. . During all the time I,hfidd armaritiliie 
coibmand, it^was my constant practice to give my crew theindul? 
gence and eojofment of the Sabbath^ by an entire cessation fron^ 
^ the ordinary labors of th^r prc^ssicn : and the repose, and 
ablutions, and changes oi appard, and reU&xatipn'of mind s^erd- 
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ed by these periodical veturna of the serenth day, were, I be* 
lieve, highly farorable to .the health, dispositions, and morals of 
the seamen. 

** In-£ngland, whenever thequestion of passing laws for* the 
better observance of the Sablmth yhis rai^ in the British 
House of Commdns, during the fire yeatis that I held & seat in 
diat body, I -always advocated such tf law, -on the groimd that 
whatever difference of opinion might exist among men, as to the 
mode of observing it as a day of religiotu worship, no one coidd 
doubt but that, as a mere civil ordinance and institution, it is <^ 
the highest value to the laboring classes, and espedaUy the 
poor — aS valuable^ indeed,' to- the brute creation as to man :- and 
an essential. part of that great system of periodical change 
whieh runs through all nature — ^which recruits the exhausticw 
of the day by the repose of > the night : which balances the heat 
of the summer by the cold of the winter: which akemates the 
autumn with the ^ring : and which was designed by a wise 
9ad beneficent Deity to give to his creatures that expansfon of 
heart, and cheerfulness of mind, and serene and satis&ctory en- 
joyment of body^ which the observance of the Sabbath as a Day 
of Rest, brings to all. . 

'CLBVELAMI),OHID,74l/yl7,1840." ■ ■ - 

- << W^ £bd, from time immepioriar," says the learned Pbesi- 
BiEicr GOGUET, " the use of this period among all naticms, without 
variation in the form of it. The IsraeUtes, Assyrians, Eg3rptians, 
Indians, Arabians, and, in a Word, alt the nations of the^ earth, 
have,' in all ages^ made use -of a week of seven days.*' Here is 
a-fuuversal &ct stated ; and no one acquainted with the history 
of the Jews, though ignor^t of that of other, nations, can deny 
""it with respect to them; And scarcely any country can now be 
found,' where time is not teckoned by weeks oi seven day^. The 
Mosaic hktoiy of the' creation gives' a satisfactory and philoso- 
phical expliipation of thi^fact, otherwise unexplained. If any 
man >ejeQts this, let him give a. better. -But if this be received, 
tl^en the doctrineof the original mstimtipn of a Sahbath for .man, 
is ulso received. The conclusion xsannot be escaped. 
If any one shouldnotbe satisfied with the statemaats of Pre- 
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a»deiit Q<>ga§t, Mr. Buckingham, and Mrs. SometYille, we can 
refer hhn to others, equally entitled to respect and confidence, 
iMrho tell us that the same cust(xa existed among the Persiana, 
the ancient Romans, Britons, Germans, 6rauls ; the -nffidons of 
the-north, and of America. • ' 

^ The Old Testament tells us that tibe antediluvians had th^ 
months and' years, and why not weeks ? Certainly they were 
i^CQgnized hy Noah,'' and in Gen. 29^ weeks are mentioned. 
'* The months of the ancient Scandinavians w€re divided into 
. weeks of seven days ; a division which prevailed among almost 
sR the nations of which, we have any knowledge, from the ^- 
tremity of Asia to th^t of Europe. '^ 

HoHEn, ^7 B. C. says, " then cama the seventh day, which is 
sacred or hdy." 

Hesiod, 870 B.^0. styles the seventh day the illustrious light of 
the sun, and spei^s 6f it as holy. . s 

*' As to the seveitfh^day, whidh was honored by some pagans^ 
and of which they have ^ken,«s a holy day, it was either dedi- 
cated to Apollo, or it was an. imitation of llie Jewish Sabbath, 
which some pagans lield jn honor, either out of superstition or 
devotion. " . . . . ^ 

. " The learned Gnorius tell^ns that the memory of the cijea- 
tiod's being performed in seven 'days was preserved, not only 
among the Greeks anfi Italians, but among' the Celtd and In- 
dians, all of whom divided their tim^ into weeks.'' 

Calmet says : " Manasseh Ben Israel assures us that, ao- 
oarding to the ticadition of the ancdents, Abraham and his posteri- 
ty, having preserved the memory of* the creation, observed the 
Sabbath, also, in consequence of the natural law to that pur^kwe. 
Jt is also believed, that the rdigion x}f the seventh day is pre- 
served amcxig the pagans; and that the obi^rvation of this day 
is a&old as the wodd itsdf." , . '^ * *' • 

From the history c^Cadt and Abel, bringmg their offerings imto 
the Lord, as well^s from that of Job and the patriarchs, may^also 
be gathered presumptive evidence of the feet above stated. 

^ Some Rabbins inform us,- t{iat Joseph also observed the Sab- 
bath in Egypt." • - 

'^ Lahfbikus tells vs that Alexander Severxts, the Roman 
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Emperor, usually w^$ on the sereath day into the capitol, there 
to offer saeriQces to the gods," - 

<* Almost all the philosophers and poets also acknowledge the 
seyenth day as holy."-f~CALHBi. 

PoRFHYBT says: **the ^hcenicians consecrated oae day in 
sevai as holy." - . ' ^ \ 

According to Piulo, of the first century, ^^ The Sabbath is not 
a festival peculiar to any one people,^or country, but is^omuKNi 
to the whole world; and it may be named the geneml and pub- 
lic feast, or the feast'of the nativity of ^he world." 

According to Josefhus, ** There is no city, either of Greeks or 
barbarians, or any other nation, where the r^ligipn of the Sab- 
bath is not khown$ a seventh day of rest from labor." ^ He cer- 
tainly ought to know the truth, for he was governor of Galilee, 
about thirty years after the crucifiiion of Christ, and had most 
ample opportunities of information. 

Rev. £, Johns . says ; . '* The ^ving remnant of the ancient 
Britons, calllhe first day of the'weeJc dydd sul^ The double d 
Souncls li^e tk, in the ; and u somewhaulike the same vowel in 
jPrench. 1?he Latin dies solis is evidently a modification of the 
British phrase, and Sunday is a literal translation of both. Now, 
since' the worship of the heavenly bodiesy was the most ancient 
kind of idolatry, it.was natural iot apostates from the worship oi 
Jehovah to render the homage due to Him, to thi^ principal lu- 
minary, the king of day, and to act thus on the day sacred to the 
divine Creator." 

It may^ be well to add. the following from the same writer ; 
** TJie language of the Celts is the mo&t ancient '/mn^ tongue 
known to ^s. It is more ancient than Latin; since k vast por^ 
tion of the Roman language consists of Celtic materials; and all 
the terminations of Latin verbs in the third person plural are 
borrowed from thfe Celtic Moreover, the Celtic abounds in 
words evidently of Hebrew. origin, whife its syntax is as simple 
and governed by the same> rules. • Besides, the Celts are known 
to have been very numerous and widely spread in' Europe, whe^ 
the Roman people^ as such, were in embryo. The etymology of 
the Greek language proves.it to have been of HebiPew origin ; 
faiat its state of high imprdvement and thecomplexity of its syu* 



FOB GENTILS AB WELL AM JEW. 109 

tax, are evidence of its being far less ancient than the Celtic. It 
also contains many words of the same sound and import with the 
Celtic, and which may have been borrowed from the langtutge 
of the ancient Dniids." 

The sathe writer may be quoted stiU further. ** It is asserted 
that an inwrought feature of the Hebrew language evinces the 
institution of the weekly Sabbath, to have been coetaneous with 
the human species. - That feature is home by the Hebrew word 
which represents the word «gwn." 

Will it be said, that '* all those nations were'originally indebted 
to the Jews," for a knowledge of this institution ? Would they 
borrow from, or pattern after the Jews? — The Egyptians, who 
abhorred them ; the Assyrians, who hated them ; the barbarous 
Arab ; the proud and haughty Greek and Roman ? Surely they 
would not.- God had caused that institution to come down to 
each i^them, ifidependerUly of the Jews. 

An interesting document, recently published in the Asiatic 
Journal, respecting a Jewish colony in China, throws light on 
this subject We shall make but a single extract from it. 

" The pnme minister of the empire affirms that the Sabbath 
was anciently observed by the Chinese, in conformity to the di- 
rections of the king, [Canonical books,] and that the Jewish 
letters approach nearly to the form of the ancient Chinese char- 
acters." 

" The Easterns counted time by nights"— seven nights. We 
infer from the above, that the ChiiTese, from the commencement 
of their language, were acquainted with a'Sabbath, and observed 
it " The Celts kept as holy tiine, the nights before and after 
the seventh day." 

From Jewitt's account of the natives of Nootka Sound, whose 
language be thitoks was mainly Hebrew, it would seem that re- 
ligious rites were observed by that people, tod lasted, on some 
occasions, seven, and on others fourteen days. 

What but a traditionary knowledge of the six days* labor, and 
the seventh day of rest, at the creation of the world, could have 
iadaced, all nations, scattered and diversified as they are 4aid 
have been, to a^ee on this division of their time ? 

15 
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Objection II. — " Tms AuiHOBmr binds only the Jews." 

It is believed, that all who enobnice the leUgion of the Bible, 
as their religion, acknowledge that the Jews were bound to ke^ 
the Sabbath of the Lord, holy, Theymmi dono work. " Thouj 
nor thy son, nor thy daugkUr, thy man nrvant^ n<w thy mmi 
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates." 

But when it is said, that the fourth commandment is binding 
equally on the Gentile as on the Jew ; that it is equally import- 
ant f<»r the Gentile to remember the work of cieation, and no 
less necessary and desirable, that he and his household, the 
stranger and his cattle, should rest one day in seven, then we 
find those who do believe, or affect to believe, a very different 
doctrine. They deny that the .Sabbath was ever intended for 
any other people than the Jews ; and say, that it had its origm 
when given to Moses on Mount Sinai, and was done away at the 
coming of Christ. 

That blessed book which contains this law, together with the 
New Testament in Christ's blood, has reached us Gentiles. It 
contains the same moral law which governed the inhabitants of 
the old world; and if this law is not designed for us, then we 
have no law. Not even a traditionary notion of any exists ; aad 
ncMie is now to be found for us, unless what is contained in the 
word of the Old and New Testament is for us. 

If then we are governed by any law, it must be the kw given 
to the Jews ; would we know the character of thei true God, we 
must learn it from the -Bible. 

CONSEQUENCES TO THE GENTILES, IF THERE IS NO SABBATH FOB 
THEM. 

Before undertaking to prove, that the Sabbath was designed 
for the Gentiles as well as the Jews, it may be well to consider 
the consequences to us, if intended only for the latter. Suppose 
it oonld be proved, that we are not bound to keep the Sabbftth, 
would Christians rej(0ice in the disoovj^ry, and gladly JQMglect to 
keijg) it holy 1 Na The Christian's enemies would tQCkice — it 
would create a tnumph through all their rcoiks* If itwero 
proved that we Gentiles are not bound by the moral law, would 



FOB GmrnvR ab wax as jew. 171 

the Grentile have cause to rejoice ? Is it such a favor to be left 
without law ? Then is it a favor to be without any claim to one 
of 4bose promises, which the Bible holds out to the Jew. Then 
is it a £iTor tcr be cast out frcftn the friendship of God, to wander 
hither and thither, through this unfriendly world, without guide 
or protector; or any knowledge of what we shall be when death 
shall close the scene. For, aside from the commands and revela* 
tioBsin the Bible of the Jews, which are closely connected, there 
is not a single dear intimation c^the will of God coneeming us, 
nor a ray of hope to the desponding soul. Instead of its being 
a faror to be released from obligation to keep God's Sabbath, the 
knowledge of such release would be misery to his children. It is 
dulling to our heart's blood to think of our Father in heaven ex* 
dn^ng us from the circle of his protection and control. We would 
infihitely rather be accoicmtabl^ and responsible creatures, amen* 
able to his tribunal, and under all the moral obligations which rest- 
ed on the Jews. Let us have a Sabbath, in which we may enjoy 
sweet intercourse with our Maker ; let us look with an eye of 
favor on the evid^ice that we Gentiles are not shilt out from the 
inner eirde of his presence, and the light of his eountenaace, on 
that blessed day. If €rod is wifling to honor us with such «lt 
opportunity of exalted intercourse, let no man rob us of the priv^ 
lege, and thus degrade us. 

But perhaps some may think, we need not fear nor be asham- 
ed of our degradation, because they imagine the hour at hand, 
when we shall die like brutes, considered like them too mean to 
he raised from cormptioni Consolation in being annihilated! 
l^ree consolation to the inmates of the pit. 

Our thoi^hts involuntarily recur to the state in which we 
should be, without law, or God, or Friend, or Protector. Are we 
then less thought of or eared fot than brutes that perish ? God 
heareth the young raren, when he cries, and supplieth his need. 
The young lions, when they roar and suffer hunger, receive their 
meat from his hand. He clothes the Ifly in robes more gorgeous 
than Solomon's. But we, poor Gentiles, must toe, ignorant of 
our duty to Htm, without revelation of His will to us, toil oil 
without Sabbath, without joy, without communion with the 
Father of our spirits ? 
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man's RELATIOBS AMD OBLIGATIOIti. 

Man, from his reladoQ to his Creator, haa always been undw 
obligation to love him sapremely, and from his rations to his 
fellow men to love them as himself; hence the daty of dealing 
justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with Grod, before the 
ten commandments were given to the Jews as well as after. 
For, previously, to that time, all men, were as really under law» 
and accountable to God, as the Jews have been since. Though 
the will of God was more clearly revealed to the Jews than to 
any other nation ; though they had more blessings and privileges 
secured to them than their idolatrous neighbors ; yet this, while 
it increased the weight, did not alter the nature of their obliga- 
tions. God's people, now, though composed principally of Gren- 
tiles, are as much his people, and as much entitled to all the 
privileges which are suited to make them happy, as the JewB 
were. God's moral claims on them are the same, and they are 
under no less obligaticm to walk in the ways of his command* 
ments blameless. The same moral laws which bind the right- 
eous in every age, to fulfill the great Law of Love, extend to 
the wicked also. If these obligaticxis should be met and fulfilled 
by the Jews, as sacred obligations which they owe to God and 
man, and as productive of the happiest consequences, why not 
by the Gentiles for the same reason ? 

If it be objected, that a change has taken place since the caokr 
ing of the Savior, it may be answered, that the change consists 
in breaking down the wall of partition between Jews and Gren- 
tiles, and by this means making the latter, equally with the 
former, participate fully in all the blessings and privileges of the 
Gospel. Whatever the Jews were bound to do under the Old 
Testament dispensation as typical of Christ, ceased of course to 
be obligatory on them, when Christ had, by hi^ sufferings and 
death, fulfilled the types and promises: so that what is peculiar 
to that dispensation is now no more binding on either Jew. or 
Gentile. If then the ten commandments are to be -regarded as 
I>eculiar to the ancient dispensation, and are not binding on the 
Gentile, they are not on the Jew. And as Christ gave no new 
law, the Gentiles are of course utterly destitute of law, and so 
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are the Jew& We are therefore brought to the conelttaioQ, that 
all persons are now left as destitute of written law as were the 
antediluTians. Has God then finally eoaduded, since his crea- 
tures ha^e brc^en all his laws, that they may go on without 
any ? If not, all the mcxal laws, which were binding on the 
JcMTS before the coming and crucifixion of the Savior, are and 
were equally binding on the whole human family. If any bene> 
fit was derived to the Jews from the keeping of a Sabbath, then 
tbe same benefit belongs*to us and to our children. For he hath 
made us both one, so that in Christ Jesus there is no longer 
either Jew or Gentile. 

Thus it clearly appears, that if the Sabbath was designed only 
for the Jews, then we Gentiles are under no obligation to observe 
any of the ten commandments, for they, all alike, were given 
eLdier to the Jews alone, or to both JetoM and Gentiles. 

This is sonnd logic, and, if the objector's premises are oocreoty 

leaves the Gentile withont law, without G^oepel, without Sab* 

bath, without promised blessings, temporal or spiritual ; without 

a guide or Mend when he leaves this world, and consequently 

without hope. To this ocnclusion we -have been laboring to 

bring the seader. O, wicked man, do you rejoice that you have 

no one to look after and provide for you— no promise of fiitaia 

good ? If you are firee from the obli^tion of any one of the ten 

commands, yon are firee from them alL And not a ray of li^Kt 

shines from the Bible, by which you can look mto the future: 

all beyond the grave is darKuncertainty ; you know not whbther 

you are to be annihilated, whether there is for you a heaven or 

ahell; or whether you are to live in the form of a reptile. In 

this situation, you may look upon yourselves, wretched outcasts 

from God, from heaven, and the blessings of Revelation ; no one 

to hear your prayers, listen to your sighs, and still the troubka 

of a disordered mind. The state of the heathen philosophers, 

who wept because they knew not what was before thctai, in 

another wcrld, was fer preferable to yours ; for they knew of no 

KUe, of no people who had been so highly distinguished above 

tbem, as the Jews have been above you. The Jews are going 

to heaven or to hell: yon know not to what you are going^! 

16» 
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Is it trae tint God has abandoned as to the stonns of tlib 
wide and boisterooa sea, without compass, chart or helm ? 

Should we take it for granted, that there was no hiw requur* 
ing oor first parenCa, and the antediicnrians, to keep a day of rest, 
hecaose none was then written, we most also conclude that there 
was none against murder. But Ood certainly did punish Cain 
for the murder of his brothec, showing that he had in some way 
made known such a law. For where there is no law there can 
be no sin. For the same reason, the antediluvians must have 
uoderstood his will, or they would not, for acting contrary to its 
have been buried in one common grave. Yet there is not the 
least allusion made to any of the ten commandments in the his- 
tory of the old world. On the other hand, suppose it were in* 
disputably proved that there was no Sabbath instituted, until 
after the flood, this would not prove the Sabbath to have been 
intended only for the Jews. It would only be presumptive evi- 
dence, that God could not keep men from wickedness, and lead 
them to himself by oral instruction, without a particular day 
Met aparty to give and receive such instructi<»i, and that therefore 
He established a new dispensation, wrote the commandments, 
and ai^inted one day in seven, when they should be read and 
expounded. But there is not, in om: mind, a shadow of doubt, 
that the Sabbath was given in Eden, and designed for all men, 
and of perpetual obligation. Nor can there be any doubt, that 
all the moral laws were understood by the inhabitants of the old 
worid. Else, the destruction of the antediluvians, is wholly un- 
accountable and unjust. From God's dealings also vrith Sodam 
and Gomorrah, it is evident that they were held accountable for 
&eir conduct. This would not have been, had there^xisted no 
law; yet they were destroyed, before Israel, as a nation, had 
come into existence. 

From the dealings of Grod vrith the Jews, and from what is 
recorded respecting them b^>re the giving of the law on Sinai, 
we are irresistibly led to conclude, that ihey were, previous to 
that event, acquainted with and governed according to the laws 
contained in the deealogue. We find indisputable evidence 
th«t they were acquainted with the laws in regard ta the Sab- 
oath, marriage, and murder. From plain allusions, it is obvious, 
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tliat idolatry, adultery, cofTetousness, and theft, were also 1mde^ 
stood to be ^ins against God, by the Jews, in this early stage of 
their* history. The manner in which the law was giTcn, was 
admirably suited to impress on their minds the importance of 
obeying it, and to fill them with awe and rererence for the cha- 
racter of tlie terrible Lawgiyer. The eooamandments were re- 
peated in the hearing of all Israel amidst thunderings and light- 
nings, and quakings of the earth, and the Toice of a trumpet, 
wnjODg louder and louder^ that the people might believe theokf 
and they were written that they might remember and do 
them. The whole transaction seems designed, not so much to 
giye the people information on the subject of their duty, as so to 
impress the commands on their minds, that they might nerer 
karget them. 

There are • expressions in the commandments which show 
that &ey were not at diat time new to the people of Israel in 
the second, &tr instance, Gkxl speaks of showing mercy imto such 
as lore him and keep his commandments — not these command- 
ments, as though they were now for the first time promulged* 
but "" my commandments," as if they were already acquainted 
with them. Again, the fourth commandment oonunences " Re- 
member the Sabbath day." But we cannot remember what we 
hare nefver known, and to suppose that God was calUng on the 
people to remember what was then entirely new to them, is to 

suppose that He, who is infinite in wisdom, would- speak non- 



Prior to the giving of this law to Moses, God had been dealing 
wi& men as moral and accountable creatures. They owed to 
God and one another the same moral duties as we do. What 
is right morally now, was right then, and vice versa. The same 
moral duties must also be equally necessary to their happiness 
and hdiness as to ours. 

But though all, from the creation to Moses, were under a 
common law, it was not written. Hence it was necessary that 
the same law, which was at first spoken^ and committed to the 
keeping of a few, though published to all and intended for all, 
thould be giren in a new form^ u «., on imperishable tables of 
stone. 
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Wicked men were prone to forget God and Ub word. Almost 
ftll had become idolator& Tbe knowledge of God was scarody 
to be found. It became n ceca e a ry, therefiwe, to make choice of 
a certain fhmily, instniet them, and make them the depositoiy 
d' his revealed will. 

The same grand moral principles by which all past-genem- 
tioBs had been govemed, most now be tDritteru The writing of 
theee moral precepts must not be left to Moses, but be d<«ie by 
the finger of God. Other laws were given at the same time, 
very important for the religions improvement of the Jews, to 
whom this precioos treasnm was committed. Bnt they were 
cererMnial, only designed for them dnriDg their scholarship, and 
these might be written by Moses. They were types and shad- 
ows of things to come ; yet were they practical lessons, adapted 
to deepen the impression on their minds. The chosen people 
too, were so far gone in wickedness, so ignorant of the divine 
character and government, that they were kept forty years, as it 
were, in one vast camp*meeting, learning the mind and will of 
God, and forgetting wickedness and idolatry. 

At length we fbd them prepared to come ont among the 
Ckntiles, with those moral laws so indelibly written on their 
memories, a» weil as on taUes of stone, that they coold never, 
be entirely effacM. These laws were now to speak to them in^ 
stead of God ; and are also to be to «« in his stead. For he does 
not commnnicate his will to us, as he used to do to Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and tbe prophets. 

These same commands were often repeated, in substance, ajfter 
the transactions on Sinai, whk^ seems to show» that, very pro- 
bably, th^y had often been before. 

The fact tHat there were many laws given to the Jews not 
contained in the ten ccnnmandments, and which cannot be kt* 
ferred from them, furnishes additional proof that €rod made a 
distinction between these and other laws, which were given 
only for llie Jews as a nation. A distinetkn was obvioaBlf 
needed between those, which,' from their very nature, are bind- 
ing on all men, whether Jews or Gentiles, and those which zc^ 
ferred only to one nation, and embraced only a limited period <^ 
time. 
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We ma^r safely infer that God intended the Sabbath for the 
Crentiles, because the reasons for its obeerrance apply to them 
as much as to the Jews. They, and their servants and cattle, 
as much need the refreshment of a day of rest — they have as 
much cause for gratitude and adoration in view of the work of 
creatioQ — 6od*s resting is as much an example for them as for 
the Jews. If the Jews had an additional reason in their deliy« 
enmce from Egyptian bondage, mueh more has the Christian in 
his delireranoe from bondage to sin and Satan. But when we 
aay to objectors, if the Jews, in their sinful state, needed a Sab- 
bath, to ^ve them an opportunity to think of God, recount his 
mercies, admire his works, and prepare for heaven, then the 
Gentiles, for the same reason, certainly need one; — and if it was 
the duty of the Jews to commemorate this day, on account of so 
great an eveat as the woric of creation, it is no less a duty which 
the Gentiles owe to Grod, for the same common, though most 
stupendous blessings, wrought by the finger of their common 
Parent. They often inquire, why then did not God command 
other nations to keep the Sabbath ? The question may with 
equal propriety be asked, why God did not forbid other naticms 
to kill, to steal, and to covet This he did not do, nor did he 
formally give any commands to other nations ; nor is there even 
an allusion to one of them, any more than if they had not exist- 
ed, except in the phnse " thy stranger" in the fourth command* 
ment ; yet, what believer in the Bible ever supposed these com* 
mandments not to have been intended for the Gentiles ? 

Professor Aonew, in speaking of the Perpetuity of .the Insti- 
tution, remarks, ^* If we now adrert to the end, or object of the 
institution, we shall perceive them to be adapTted equally to the 
whole human family, and not peculiarly to the Jews. And 
henoe its perpetuity is inferred. Was it intended to relieve both 
man and beast from the wearisomeness of uninterrupted labor? 
Then do all need it as much as the Israelites. Was it designed 
to be commemorative of the eternity, independence, self-exist* 
eoce, and all the glonous perfections of Deity, as evinced in die 
work of his hands? Then are aU, equally with the Jews, in- 
terested in this commeraocation. Was it provided as a means 
cyf loan's growth and establishment in haUness ? Then does its 
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end proclaim it loudly to be the birth-ri^kt of erery mtelUgeDt 
ereature on 6od*s earth, a cammoii inheritaoee to all the sons 
and daughters of Adam. 

** Who is the Jew, that his constitatioii alone, and that of his 
serrants and beasts, require a regular return of freedom from the 
exhausting fatigues of constant labor? Who i» the Jew, that 
he only may set apart one day in seven for sittging the hi^ 
jmuses of God — that he only is obliged to beair in remembnmoe 
the power, and wisdom, and goodness of God, diqilayed in his 
completed work of creation? Who is the Jew, that he only 
needs this pre-eminently blessed mean of attaining and securing 
conformity with the image of God ? I^o! Verily, you and I, and 
Adam and Noah, are, as much as he, interested in this heayenly 
attainment. We, equally with him, must commemorate the 
six days' work of Jduwah. And our eontitutioa, as well as his, 
was so made as to require the rest of the Sabbath." 

PROOF FROM THE BIBLE. 

It is evident, from the language of the fourth commandnM&t 
ilself, that it was adaptedand designed lor the Gentile, becauM 
it makes special provision for him. ^* Thy ssrMmt," and ** ibf 
t^rm^gtr^ does not rder to the Jew& To them, as the ke^wn 
of the sacred oracles, was the decalogue principally addressed, 
yet '* thy Btranger*^ was included. We lesan from their history, 
that a mixed multitude went with them from Egypt; some, 
perhaps, from curiosity, others from afiection to the Jews, and 
others, it may be, from attachment tp their religion. These 
were undoubtedly the '* servant'' and the "• stranger" ^^o were 
among them at the time the law was given* From time to 
time, individuals, some as bondmen, and 9om» as citizens, from 
neighboring nations, were joined unto IsraeL Such, were always 
required, after a suitable season of probation, to become tsircum^ 
deed ; and were expected to obey the laws of €k)d. ^ When 
the stranger shall sojourn with thee, one law riiall- be to him 
that is homebom and unto the stranger that sojonmeth among 
you." In Isaiah Ivi., we find most rich and pi«eious pro- 
miaes definitely made to the sons of the stnoiger, even to *' every 
ene that keepeth the Sabbath, from poButing it" ^ £ven them," 
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ta3rs (jody ** will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer : their bumt-offerings and their 
sacrifiees shall he accepted on mine altar." I^ another verse, 
specifying the same condition, he makes these promises : " Eyen 
unto them will I give, in mine house, and within my walls, a 
piace and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will 
gire them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off." 
Thoc^h Giod did reveal himself to the Jews, and teach them his 
statutes^ in a more special manner than other nations, it is plain, 
from this chapter in Isaiah, that they were not the only people 
designed to be benefited by the revelation of his mind and will ; 
bat any others who would covenant with him, and obey his 
ccnnmands, were to be entitled to the same privileges. 

Some have asserted, that the Bible no where reproves the 
Gentiles for pro&ning the SabbatK — ^bnt whoever will read Ne- 
hemiah xiiL 16 — 21^ will find that this is an unfounded asser- 
tion. From God's punishing the Grentiles for their wickedness, 
and in due time sending them the same Law and Crospel given 
to the Jews, it is evident that they w^e ever under as solemn 
obligations to keep aU these moral, or ten commands, as were 
the Jews. The promulgalion of the law on Sinai was not ne- 
cessary to make it known. It is manifest from Exodus xviiL 
16, that the statutes of God were well understood before. 
'^ When they have a matter," said Moses, *^ they come unto me, 
and I judge between one and another, and I do make them know 
the statutes c^ God, and his law." This was before the law 
was written. 

The Gentiles have ever been treated in the dispensations of 
Providence as accountable creatures, bound to obey the moral ^ 
law, and amenable to God for their conduct. This is very evi- 
dently pre-supposed in Amos i. and ii., where the specific trans- 
gressions for which Gk)d visited heathen nations with judgments, 
are definitely mentioned ; and in every case, if examined, they 
will be found to be vidations of the moral law. Shall we con- 
clude that they had been made acquainted with the other com- 
mands, and yet* wore left in utter ignorance d'that in relation to 
the Sabbath? 
The fact that the Gentile converts all kept the Lord's day, as 
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the SaHbath, under th» directioQ of the Apoetles; which they 
never would have done had the Apostles been forbidden, by their 
Master, to keep it, or permitted not to keep it, is evidonoe that 
the Sabbath was intended for the GenUle as well as for the Jew. 

The Sabbath i» said to be a sign between the children of Israd 
and God, ** throughout their generations.*' The Jews were the 
adopted people of Grod; and the Sabbath, strictly observed, would 
enable them to learn more and more of Him, while it distinguisfar 
ed them from those who would not keep it ^ Gentiles among the 
Jews, who would keep the Sabbath, though strangers, were con- 
sidered as of the chosen people. Those who would not keep it, 
showed that they were not of his people. So at the present 
day — the church is (rod's spiritual people. All those who lore 
and keep the Sabbath, show that they b^oog to his people, and 
those who do not, are not his people. This is and will foreyer 
be a sign, throughout not only the generations of Israel, but the 
generations of the Grentiles, who are now also of the people of 
God. Those who will not keep the Sabbath, have broken the 
covenant, and are not reckoned among his people. 

Deut. V. 15, contains an additional reason why Israel ^oold 
remember the Sabbath, viz: that they had been servants in the 
land of Egypt, and the Lord had brought them thence. The en- 
emies of that day seize on this as evidence, that it was given oply 
to them, as the reason applies strictly to no other nation. But, 
as we have seen, good and abundant reasons have been given for 
its observance, which apply to all men : and the &ct that a spe- 
cial reason exists why a particular people should observe an insti- 
tution, does not prove its inapplicability to other people oa other 
grounds. 

Ezek. XX. 12-20 is sometimes quoted to prove, that the Sab- 
bath was a sign given by God to his peof^e, to distinguish them 
from other nations, and intended for none others. These pas- 
sages probably include the ceremonial Sabbaths. But admitting 
the c(Hitrary,.there is no evidence that it would be a sign for 
them only, and not for Gentile believers — the church after Christ 
Their rest was on a different day from that of the Gentiles, and 
that to distinguish them from pagans, who worshiped idols ; 
and in this respect it was-a sign between Gvd^a children and his 
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cnemiesk Tbis institution would always be a sign between the 
worshipers of God and the worshipers of Baal ; as the seventh 
day was a sign between the Jews and Gentiles, — the Gentiles 
having xh^Jint day for their Sabbath. This sign, or distinction, 
the seventh instead of the first day Sabbath, was kept up until 
the death of Christ, when it was done away, and all were to re- 
vert back to the first day rest 

There is another objection mised ; fcJr those who would '^ot be 
nnder the law, are full of inventions, It is said the expression^. 
"I gave them my Sabbaths," implies that the Sabbath wste only 
for them. Observe also that all the commands were addressed 
directly to tM Jews, and to each, individually, not to the race 
collectively. " Thou shalt," not all'men shall, " honor ^Ay father 
and thy Inother." If this be an objection, it may, with equal 
propriety, be urged against all the commandments. The phrase, 
however, may not^ refer to the weekly Sabbath, but to Sabbaths^ 
odier days which were ceremonial, as for instance^ the monthly 
Sabbath, or the first day of the seventh month, Sabbaths joined 
with new moons and holidays, and pthers which might be mei>- 
tioned. Where, in* the Scriptures, is the plural used, when the 
original institution, or weekly Sabbath is intended ? If, howev- 
er, the expression above quoted, does refer to- the weekly rest, 
God's giving it to the Jews, is no evidence that the gift wns not 
intended for the Gentiles. . ^ 

** I gave them,^^ niay mean another day, the sevenths to be ob- 
served" as their weekly "Sabbath ; a different* day from the one 
they formerly kept, and which the Gentilfe nations still keep; 
that *? my people may be a distinct people." We are satisfied 
that the Jewish Sabbath originated in the appointment of the 
passover — ^that they then changed from the first day Stibbath, if 
they kept any, to keep the seventh day Sabbath; that they 
nnght become a distinct people. If one seventh part of the time 
were kept holy to the Lord, it answered the' design of the insti- 
totion. - \ ' . ' 

^ ~ SABBATQ NOT ICEMXIONED. 

Others object, tHat as the Sabbath is not mentioned for the 
space of twenty-five hundred years i^ter the creation, it could not 
16 
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hmye been instituted in Eden. But if this argaraent prove any 
thing, it proves too much. For it is not mentioned from the time 
of Joshua till David ascended the .throne. Ciicumcision is neither 
mentioned nor alluded to, from a little after Moses till Jeremiah, 
a period of eight, hundred years. Are we to believe that none 
of the pious kings, during that lobg period, were circnmcised ? 
Who then can say, that none of the holy patriarchs kept a Sab- 
bath, because it is not mentioned during a period of twenty-five 
hundned years ? Neither are sacrifices mentioned for fiAeen hun- 
dred years-r-from Abel to the deluge : nor from Jacob, at Beer- 
sheba, till the deliverapce from Egypt — two or three hundred 
years more. No mention is made of the Sabbath in the books of 
Joshua, Ruth, 1st and 2d Samuel, or 1st Kings, which are so 
much more specific and minute, anc^ ikiore voluminous,' than the 
book of Genesis, in which the history of many centuries is writ- 
ten on three or four leaves of a common Bible. " The ordinance 
of the red heifer is never noticed, from the Pentateuch till the 
close of the Old Testament ; but we know from the Apostle, that 
it was in constant use." The, books of Fsaln^s and some of the 
Prophets, rarely mention the Sabbath ; but this is no eyidence 
that it^was not kept 

"We are thus," in the language* of Pr£s.'Dwig&t, income to 
this conclusion, that there are but five passages in which the 
Sabbath is ttientioned in the Jewish writings, from the time 
of Moses to the return of the captivity — one thousand years. 
Two of these are found in prophecy ; and three of them in 
their history. The first of these is mentioned about five hun- 
dred years, the .second six hundred, the third seven hundred 
' and fifty- two, and the remaining ones, which are found in pro- 
phecy, pear eight hundred years from the ,time of Moses." 

If, because no mention of % Sabbath is madeibr so loi)g a time, 
we are to believe that there was no Sabbath during that period, 
what shall we 'say. of the institution of raatriage ? No Chris- 
tian, it is believed, will deny that it was Instituted in Para- 
dise, and that the antediluvians " married and were given in 
marriage.'* But we find no mention bf it after Eve was 'given 
to Adam, till^ long titer ^e flood. This institution was lost 
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doTuig a much longer period than that of the Sabbath, if this 
reasoning is correct 

It is surprising to us, that any man, in his senses, should wish 
to make it'appear that we have no day of rest given us — nb Sab- 
bath. Butsu<^h is the fact. The friends of. the Sabbath are 
ofteii assailed by them, in the most disgraceful and opprobrious 
manner, and every effort is making to remove it from the land as 
a useless thing. But be it remembered, the Sabbath " was intend- 
ed to give the laboring classes of mankind an opportunity of rest- 
ing from toil — it was inttoded to be a comnxemoration of the 
wisdom, power, and goodness of God in the creation of the uni- 
verse — ^it was intended to furnish an opportunity of increasing 
holiness in man, whife in a state of innocence — ^it was intended 
to furnish an opportunity to fallen man of acquiring holiness and 
of obtaining salvation. In every one of these respects, the Sab- 
bath is equally useful, important, and necessary to every child of 
Adam. It was no more necessary to a Jew to rest, after the la- 
bor of six days was ended, than to any other person." 

Why was it necessary that the beast of burden, belonging to 
the 3ew9y should rest one day in seven, any more than for ours ? 
Why need the Gentile servant, among the Jews, keep the Sab* 
bath, if the Gentiles now need not ? Why was God six days in 
making the worid, when he could have made it as well in one 
day, or in one second, but to show us that in 5t> days we must do 
all our work, and rest one seventh of the time ? Why was our 
time divided mto weeks, if there was to be no Sabbath ? Why 
have' heathen nations always had traditionary notions of a Sab- 
bath ; and from what source did they come ? 

It is supremely foolii^ and wicked for any man to set him-- 
self up as an enemy to this humane and heavenly instifutionr 
If the Bible be not true, then the Sabbath may be banished 
from our world, but not otherwise. 

If there be any reason why the Gentiles are not bound to 
observe the fourth command, the same may be adduced to 
show that they are not bound to observe the first three or last 
six in the decalogue. , @ome are so anxious to ex(Hinge this 
conmiand, that they divide the decalogue into two parts. The 
first three conmiands, which speak of -the duties we owe to 
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God, they include in the first ; and the last six, which speak 
of the duties we owe to ourselyes and to one another, in the 
other part ; leaving out the fourth, which relates to the duties 
we owe, connectedly, to ourselves and, our God — ^to our fiuooilies, 
the stranger residing .with us, and to our cattle. 

It appears from the history, that God divided them into two 
classes, or wrote them on two tables ; but he did not leave 
out the fourth, ndther did he leave it for Moses to write; bat 
he wrote it; and, lest it should not hold that important place 
which belonged to it, he was particular, at both times, when he 
wrote the commands, to ]^ace it, as it were, ^* in the bosom of 
the decalogue," where it must stand as a connecting link, till 
heaven and earth shall pass sway. 

We must, therefore, necessarily come to the conclusion, that 
the. Sabbath was instituted when God had finished the work <^ 
creation, and was designed for all men to the end of time. It 
must be evident to most p^ons that are accustomed to reason 
and think, that this is the correct conclusion ; for God has Icng 
been dealing- with us Gentiles as he once dealt with his people 
Israel. He governs us by th6 same laws, and encourages us by 
the tome promises. 

Obsection in. — " But the Moral Law, or Ten Comuanj}- 

HENTS, HAS BEEN ABROGATED.'^ 

The objector to the- Sabbath also meets us often with the 
assertion, that the ^ moral law, or ten commandments, has been 
abrogated. There was gi^ea to the Jews a moral, ceremonial, 
and judicial law. One or more of these may have been aboLtah- 
ed and the other still remain in fiill, if not augmented force. 
We shall see if the latter is not the case with the whole of the 
moral law, or ten commandments. Infidels, and all those who 
would give full license to their covetous desires and unhdy pas- 
sions, often quote Paul, Acts xv. 5, 24, to prove that the law, 
meaning the law of the Sabbath, and indeed the whole deca- 
logue, is now no longer in force. Some of them would have no 
law, neither moral nor civil. Say they^ let public sentiment 
be the oiily law to regulate men's actions. But it may be weU 
to see how Christ and his apostles understood. this matter. 
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In the first place, then, in Mat. y. 17 — 19, in the memorable 
Sermon on the Mount, we find Christ using this language, — 
" Think not [for some at that day talked just as infidels and 
deists now do] that^ I am come to destroy the law or the pro- 
phets : I am not come to destroy, hut to fulfill. For verily I say 
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass firom the law, till all be fulfilled.'* But, it is 
asked. What law is here spoken of, the ceremonial, or moral ? 
Not the former, of course; for that, as a matter of fact, was 
destroyed, t. «. abrogated, at his death ; which is implied in the 
wall of partition between Jews and Gentiles being, by that 
event, broken down. The apostles too throw the whole weight 
af their inspired teachings and divinely bestowed authority, 
against the observance of the ceremonial law. Christ, then, 
did come to destroy that law. But he fulfilled the moral law, 
in his own person; he inculcated it in its purity, atnd as one 
having authority ; his whole system of morality is based upon 
it If he came to destroy the moral law, he (^me to undo his 
own work, the efiect of his oWn missio]i. ,But Christ, in the 
succeeding verse, ha^ put the matter for ever at rest. ** Who^ 
soever, therefore, shall break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach i^en so," &;c. ; commandments^ «. e. the moral 
law, which no man may break, no, not the least of them. 

'* Que jot or one tittle shall in ho Wise pass firom the law, till 
all be fiiifiUed." All the prophecies must be fulfilled ; for he 
ca;me not' to destroy them. But aU the prophecies are not yet 
fulfilled ; tjierefore, not one jot or tittle of the Uw, of which 
Christ spoke, can pass away, until such fulfilment. Consequent- 
ly l^e spoke of the 'ten commandments,, the moral law. Now, 
who dare take from this law, from these commpmdments, tlie 
law of the Sabbath ? Would the fourth precept be not so much 
as «i jot or tittle, or one of the least of them ? If not, then Christ 
may not call the man who tears it from the decalogue, to a<s 
count for his conduct. But b6 it remembered by all who would 
go to heaven, that their righteousness must exceed the righteous- 
sess of the Scribes and the Pharisees, far exceed it, or they will 
finally &il of reaching that holy place. The whde of the deca- 
logue, then; as written by the finger of God en tables of stone, 
16» 
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and »11 the piophedes, remaia as they were at Christ's coining. 
The law is stilly and for ever shall be, every word ofit^ in iforce ; 
and- all the prophecies shaU be accomplished. The ceremonial 
law, and things typical of Christ, were abrogated when he hung 
upon the cross, and these only. The day of rest, then, necessa^ 
rfly xererted back, as the object of the first change was accost 
lushed. - . ^ 

Mat. xxii 36, 37. " Master, which is the great commi^id- 
meat in the law ? Jesus said unto them, Thou shalt loye the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mipd. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it. Thou shaU love ,thy neighbor as thy- 
stif. On these two commandments bang all the kw and the 
prophets." 

This Pharisee, who was a lawyer, understood what was meant 
by " the law and the prophets:" he evidently antic^)ated the. 
answer he received. No sooner was the question propounded^ 
thdn Christ gave the answer. This he did by including in one 
commandment the sum of all that was contained in the first 
taUe of the law, touching lus duty to G^od ; and in the other, 
the siua of all that was written on the second table of ^the law, 
or ten commandments, touching his duty to man ;-'assuring the 
lawyer, that those two commandments were the foundation, oa 
which- all the law and the prophets stood: they were built on 
these two main pillars. Unless these were observed, the pro* 
phecies could not be ^filled, nor would any of the ceremcniial 
o( judicial laws avail any thing, if these, t. e, the ten command- 
ments, were given up. 

Christ did not tell this lawyer that there was any difference 
in Uie commandments ;, that the Sabbath was one of minor im- 
portance and could be dispensed with ; or that those in the seo 
ond table were not equally dear to liim with those in the first 
table : but ** the second is like unta it "—each, all are important^ 
and cannot be separated. Should any person say, that the Sab- 
bath cannot be included in either of these commandments, men- 
tioned by our Savior,, he would greatly err, not understanding 
the Scriptures, nor observing the physical as "well as spiritual 
benefits of that day. Love to our neighbor wiU prompt u% to 
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give him a Snibliath. And we cannot iOT.e God, if we ^ do not 
*the things which he ccays." , , ' 

In Luke xvi. 17, Christ says, ''And it is^easieT for hearen and 
eart() to pass^ than one tittle of the law to faii" In the previous 
context he had said, *' The law and the prophets were until 
John : since that time the kingdom of God is preached, *| As if 
he had said^ .^e/bre, it was not preached as it JIO10 is. But let 
no man suppose firom this, that John or myself have done away 
the la^E or the prophets ; for ''it is easier for bearen and earth 
to pass than one tittle of the law to fair;" the law is immutable; 
heaven and earth will fail, but the law cannot. 

JijaN i. 17. " For .the law was given by Moses, but grace and 
troth came by Jesus Christ." The moral law, or ten command 
meats, is here evidently contrasted with grace. 

John vii. t9. " Did not Moses give you the Taw, and yet none 
of you keepeth the law ? Why go ye about to kill me ?" Evi- 
dently .referring, to the sixth conunandment, the moral law; 
See also 23d verse, " law of Mo^s," which there means the law 
of cixcumcision-^4 part of the ceremonial law. The ' ceremonial 
law is frequently caMed the law of Moses, while the ten comf 
mandments are called the law of Gred, and we know not that 
they ever were called the law of Moses, unless when referrinqg 
to the whole Pentateuch. God wrote the. moral, Moses the 
ceremonial law ; hence the propriety of this usage to distinguish 
them— 'i the law of God, and the kw jDf Moses-'*' The Moral 
L^w is also too high to be reached by mortals. Nox>ne cui 
destroy, ot alter, or abrogate it. See also verse 49» **- This pec^ 
pie who knoweth not the law are cursedr" i e., the unbelieviBg 
people that followed Jesus. . . 

Some in Paul's day taught, that faith made void the law, that 
the man who believed in Christ was no longer bound by the 
law. See Rom. iii. ij8. " Therefore we conclude that a man is 
Justified by fidth without the deeds of the- laW." To this un- 
aniptural conclnsion, Paul in the 31st verse replies,. " Do we 
then make void the Uiw through faith ? God forbid : yea, we 
estaUish the law,'* i. e., the moral law, that law which is in its 
very nature indestructible, and adapted to the government of 
moral, accountable creatures, in all ages of the world. No one 
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of the commtnids can be tal^^ from the deoologue ; and. the 
Sabbath is an essential part of it, one of its immutable, natural, 
as well as moral laws. 

The moral law, then, Paul being witness, stands complete in 
all its parts; established, if possible, more firmly than ever, by 
what Christ and his Apostles haye done. Let no man then con- 
clude, that he can by any mefiis avoid the claims of the mdral 
law. He cannoC do it It stands, all of it, unrepealed, and will 
for ever so stand. Romans iv. 15. *' For where no law is, there 
is no transgression." If the moral law is done away, then there 
is no sin. In order then to determine what is, and what is not 
sinful, we need the whole law. That touches -every case of 
transgression which can be committed against God or man. 

Romans v. 13. *^ But sin is not imputed, where there is no 
law." . . / 

Romans vii 1. "JBlHow ye not, brethren, how ^at the law 
hath domini(H[i over a man as long as he liveth ?" Now infidels 
acknowledge that the ceremonial law was done away by the 
coming of Christ ; ^d they would not wish to have it under- 
stood that this quotation referred to the judicial- law of the Jews. 
That would be too strict for them. Keate we know not how 
they can avoid the conclusion that the passage speaks of the 
moral law as a whole ; and that no part of it has ever been abro- 
gated, nor ever can be. This law, O man, whether you will or 
not, hath dominion over you. Again, in the third v^rse, Paul 
states the conditions necessary to constitute adultery, L e^, that 
a woman be married to another man during her husband*s life- 
time ; in which case '* the law" calls her an adulteress ; that is, 
of course, the fnor<il law. In the sixth verse the phrase, " deliv- 
ered from that law" means, not from > obligation to obey it, but 
that by faith in Christ, we may be delivered frcMU its condemnr- 
ing power, , • 

The passage inverse 7^ " Is the law sin ? God forbid," toge- 
ther with the whole of ^the Apostle's argument in this chapter, 
amounts to this : the Christian religion, instead of domg away, 
or contradicting the commandments, establishes^ and is in exact 
accordance with, themu The law is as holy, just, and good, and 
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88 necessary ucm^ as e\6er it was before the coming of Christ. 
No part of it is sin, ho part unnecessary, no part unjust 

Yer^e -22. "For I delight in the law of (iod after the inward 
man/' Such is the feeling of that Apostle towards the )awt)f 
God, who has been quoted to proYe its abrogation. He stiU 
^delights in it." This holy man, inJoving' the law, did not 
loYe that T^hich he bad been instrumental in abolishing. He 
eould not delight in'a nonentity. The Christian Sabbath was a 
part of the law he delighted in. * 

Romans viii. 7. " Law of God," i. e., moral law, not the law 
of Moses ; also, uiL 8, 10, " Love is the fulfilling of the law." 
0f4M>urse4 ^<i^ b^T^ means the ten commandments. 

Efhesians ii. 15. " Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments, contained in ordinances, to make 
in himself of twain one new man, so making peace:" This text, 
the objector also thinks supports his position. But, l)y a careful 
examination, it is easy to see the Apostle's meaning. He is 
giving to th^ Ephesians a short view of what Christ has done 
for them, in breaking down the wall of partition between them 
and the Jews; that he has ^brought them nigh by his blood — 
is their peace ; and of the twain, the two classes, has made one 
new man, in himself, by abolishing in the flesh the enmity, i. e., 
doing away those ceremonial laws, or ordinances, which luril 
been established to keep them separate, and were in the way of 
their coming together. Thus, by removing the law of command- 
ments, in ordinances, the enmity between Jew and Gentile should 
by and by cease. 

James ii. 8, 10, shows that the whole law w?ls yet in force. 
" For whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet cffesid in one 
jNn'n^, he is guflty of all." The sixth and seventh commands 
are mentioned, which shows that it is the ten commandifients, 
of which the Apostle speaks. 

1 John iii. 4. " Whosoever committeth sin, transgresseth also 
the law ; for sin is the transgression of the law." Ffom this 
also it appears that the law, the moral law, is still in force. 

Let it be observed, that the original institution of thd Sabbath, 
as related, Exodus xx., is not only a moral precept, but is among 
the immutable natural laws, and can never be abrogated or re- 
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pealed hj any being on earth, or in heayen, without a cj&ange in 
the divine govenunent, as appears from Christ's o^n tvords, 
and the. declaration- of the Apostle, as before stated. ' Let the 
enemies of that institution ,knoDjr» that it staildsso/high, that 
they cannot reach it, is so broad that they cannot span it, and 
BO deep that they cannot. fathom it. It was given, distinct an4 
apart from the ceremonial laws ; written on stone by the finger 
of God, and held a most prominent and honorable place in the 
decalogue. It was laid up in the ark with the other immutably 
holy and just, precepts, there for ever to remain. Chriist did not 
abrogate it, for one jot or tittle of the law, that is, the moral law, 
could not fail. The Apostles dared not touch it ; and there is 
not the least evidence in the New Testament that they ever did 
do it away ; but od the contrary, when with Christ they alwayB 
kept it, and after his resurrection, they observed the same insti- 
tution, though on another day, which Christ himself honored by 
his presence with them. If the institution had been abolished 
the Apostles would have known the fact, nor would their Leader 
have encouraged them in keeping a Sabbath, if he had not in- 
tended to have one observed after his death. 

We consider it as for ever settled, by Christ himself, had we 
no other testimony than, what is derived from 'his words and 
actions, that Christians are -as much bound to keep a Sabbath, 
as were the patriarchs, or the Jews. , That precept stands, in 
relation to this matter, just where the other nine do. If the 
fourth is repealed by his act, so are the others. 

if the Sabbath has ceased to be binding, and, as some pretend, 
it be sinful to keep it, being one of the holy days which the 
Apostle forbade to be kept, then the declaration of IsAZAlt, (Ixvi 
23,) when speaking of t^e millenium, that all men would then 
keep the Sabbath, will never come to pass. 

The moral and ceremonial laws God has always kept sepa- 
rate and ^part; and by so doing, shown to his creatures his in- 
tention forever to keep them distinct. He wrote the one^ and 
caused Moses, his servant, to write the other. In their natures 
they differ. Their objects are different, and their effects differ- 
ent. One could be spared from the world before the days- of 
Moses, and since the days of Christ; the other could never be 
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spai^d from this world, as may clearly be inferred from €rod*8 
goyerning. his creatures, before the ten commandments were 
written, by the principles of that law, which, in ail probability, 
were "well known to the ancients, though not. yet written. Bo 
not these things establish the doctrine, that all men are now 
under obligi^ion to keep the fourth commandment ? Here is a 
great rule of moral right, which,^ though the record of it might 
be burned up and forgotten by man, can never cease to be bind- 
ing <ki moral beings. "We consider it, in its nature, indestructi- 
ble — immutable as the thrcne of Him from whom it emanates. 
It stands, a holy rule, between God and man. Through it we 
see and know God, while we learn our duty to him, ourselves, 
' and to one another. All the law is holy, perfect, essential, and 
everlasting in its very nature. We should as soon expect the 
infidel and the Peist to succeed, were they to attempt to pull 
down the throne of the Almighty, as to expect they would suc- 
ceed in destroying that law, or even rendering one jot or tittle of 
it liable ever to fail. . Let them beware how they lay their pol- 
luted iiands on so holy an^ so omnipotent an instrument. Their 
enterprise is as fruitlessas it is Wicked and malicious, and may 
bjring down, in this life, merited rebuke. It certainly will, if 
unrepented of, be, punished in the next with everlasting destruc- 
tion. When we attempt to defend the character of this law, it 
awakens ^n us feelings similar to those we have when weun* 
dejtake to defend the character and existence of God. It scenes 
a work of supererogation, and too holy a matter for sinful man 
to eQgage in. The law was. from eternity. • God has written it,, 
and handed it down to men. He holds it odt before their eyes. 
It is himself in perfection : and rather than suffec it to be blotted 
out, or any of its principles dispensed with, as it relates to ra- 
tional, accountable creatures, he would dash thi^ world, which 
he has made,, and'which h^ sustains, to. atoms — ^and none could 
prevent the awful catastrophe. 

This law cannot be lost, nor abrogated, either by m^n'on 
earth, or^spirits in heaven or hell. It is forever settled; it can- 
not be ahroga^ed or lost, Nq, not even its author — with defo- 
.rence we spieak it — can abrogate it, -until he change his' own na- 
;ture and the mode of his. government. 
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Bat he is ifDimitaUe. Kessed truth ! Let k be repeated b^ 
all good men in the ears of the ungodly — ^He is imnutable. 

Objection IV. — "The New Testament does, not eequihe a 
Sabbath." . 

Another objection with which we are often met is, that the 
New TesiamtfU does not require a Sabbath. 

The Jewish law, say they, was abolished by Christ on the 
cross, according to Acts xr. In further proof of the same asser- 
tion, Paul 'nk quoted, in Gal. iv. 10; 11 : '^ Ye observe days and 
tiines," &c, "I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed labor m 
Tain." CoL iL 16 : " Let no man therefore judge you in meat 
or in drink) or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, « or 
ai the Sabbath da'ijs^ which are a -shadow of things^to come.** 
Rom. xiv. 5: "One man esteemeth one day above another. • 
Another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind." 

This objection, and the texts quoted to prove it, remind us of 
the language of a distinguished divipe to a layman who enter-, 
tained the same opinion with the author of the objectipn, and 
cited some of these passages in its defence. " I aver, therefore," 
said he, with confidence, " that no truly liberal-minded and coiti- 
petently inibrmed person, could have written like dur author. 
For wriling.and publishing such a passage as this, I hesitate not 
to brand him with disingenuousness, or arrogant ignorance." 

Those who quote the above passage in Acts to prove that 
the moral law, or any one of the ten comm'andments, was abol- 
bhed By Christ, either have not yet learned how litde they 
know about the subject, or they are not hcmest. . The passage 
relates wholly to the ceremonial law, as almost aiiy Sunday 
school child can see. It. is surprising to us, that wicked men, ' 
haters of the -Bible, and rejectors of its truth, attempt to quoU^ 
much more to ea^und. it. When they do, theirexpositions are 
often very similar to those addressed to Eve in the garden, and 
to our Sayior on the pinnacle of the temple. - 

Jf all those who raise these objections had beeh studying the 
Bible on Sunday, instead of spending that day in labor and sport, 
we should not have been made to blush for their ignorance 
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of its truths, or for their disposkion^to tear away the mainpillan 
of our religion and our free institution^ We shall, however, 
subjoin a few extracts in relation to part of these quotations. 

President Humfhret, on this point, says, ^^If the repealing 
act is any where recorded in the Bible« it,is either in Robl xiv. 
5, 6, or in Col. iL. 16, 17. No one, wc^ believe, pretends to |^ce 
much stress u|>on any other passage. - The text in Romans is 
this; ' One man esteemeth one day above another; another 'e&- 
teemeth every day alike. Let every msm be fully persuaded in 
his owo .mind. He that regardeth the day regardeth it unlove 
Lord ; and 'he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth 
not regard it.'. Does the apostle here mean to say, that under 
the new, or Christian 'dispensation, it is a matter of indifference 
which day of the week is kept as ^ Sabbath, or whether any 
Sabbath at all is kept ? I^i^rely those who thus eenstrue his 
meaning, * do greatly err, not knowing the Scripture^' • - 

" Every, attwitive reader of the New Testament must have 
observed, that, for some yes^rs after the resurrection of Christ, 
the Jewish and Christian dispensations were, in practice, blend- 
ed together ; the former being gradually abolished, and the latter 
as gradually brought in to take, its place. And hence the dis- 
putes which the apostle endeavors to settle. . * Him,' he says, 
* that is weak in the faith^ receive ye; but not to doubtful dis- 
putations.. For one believeth that he- may eat all things. . Ano- 
ther, that is weak; eateth herbs., Let not him that eateth, de- 
spise him that eateth not; and let not him that eateth not, 
judge him that eateth ; for God h^th -received him. Who urt 
thou that judgest another man's servant. To hiaown master he 
s^deth or falleth, yea, he shall be holden up, for God is able 
to. make him stand. One maCn esteemeth one day above another, 
mother esteemeth every day alike. Let every man' be fully 
persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth- the day re- 
gardeth it unto the Lord. And he that regardeth not the day, 
to the Lord he doth not regard k. He that eateth, eateth to the 
Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he.that^eaieth not, to th,e 
Lord he eateth not, and giveth Gtxi thanks.' Who, for a mo- 
ment, after residing this quotation, can doubt that tfie Apostle 
had reference solely to the ceremonial law, andliad nothing to 
17 
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say aboat the original institution of the Sabbath ? ^ He is speak- 
ing wMly of ceremonies not then binding on Christians, though, 
if obserred, not sinful, when.it was done conscientiously, to glo- 
rify God. ' Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.' " 
From BiJiNEs' Notes On* these passages, we have the follow- 
jng: — ^M That the Apostle did not mean to say that it was a mat- 
ter of indifiarence whether it [the Lord's day] should be kept as 
holy, or devoted to business or amusement, is plain from the 
ftdlowing considerations. 1. The discussion had reference only 
to th€ peculiar customs of the Jevos, to the rites and practices 
which they would attempt to impose on the Gentiles, and not 
to any questions which might arise among Christians, as Ckris' 
tians. The inquiry pertained to meats and festival observances 
among the. Jews,3nd tb their scruples about partaking of the 
food offered to idols, &c., and there is no more pfopriety in sup- 
posing that the subject of the Lord's^ay is introduced here, than 
that he advances principles respecting baptisrn and the Lord's Sup- 
per, 2, The Lord's day was doubtless observed by all Christiims, 
whether cOnvfrte4 from Judaism or heathenism. See 1 Ccv. 
xm, 2 ; Acts xip. 7 ; Rev. i. 10 ; Comp. Notes on John xx. 26. 
The |90priety ofobserving that day does not appear tO have been 
a matter of controversy. . The only inquiry was, whether it was 
proper to add to that ike observance of the Jewish Sabbaths and 
days of festivals and feasts. -3. It. is expressly said that those 
who did not regard the d^y< regarded it as not to God, or to 
honor God : verse 6. They did it as a^ matter of respect to him 
and his institutions; to^ promote his- gldry and to advance his 
kingdom. Was this ever done by those who disregarded' the 
Christian Sabbath ? Is their design^eveir to promote his- honor, 
and to advance in the knowledge dTHlm by neglecting his. hcAj 
day? Who knows not that the Christian Sabbath ha_s never 
been neglected or profaned by any design jto glorify the Lord 
JesuSi or to promote his kingdom ? It is for purposes o^ busi- 
ness, gain, war, ^usement, dissipation, visiting, crime. Let 
the heart be fillesi with a sincere desire to honof^'the Lord Jesus, 
and the Christian Sabbath will be reverenced, and devoted to 
the jmrposes of piety. And if any man is disposed to plead this 
passage as an excuse for violating the • Sabbath, and devonng it 
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to pleasure, or gain, let him nedeistand it just a$iti$: Le^let 
hmneglect the Saibathfram a conscientious desire to honor Jesus 
Christ, Unless this is his inotire, tbe passage cannot ^vail him. 
But this motive never yjet influenced a Sabbath-breaker. 

From Acts pc. 7, we see th9,t tbe disciples kept the Christian 
Sabbath, and asseqibled for religious worship on the Lord's day. 
This was nearly thirty years after the resurrection. Paul preach^ 
ed to them. He wha had, as the objectors say, {nreached the 
abolition of the weekly rest ! !- 

In 1 .Cor. xvi. .1, 3, wlitten about the same time, allusion is 
made by Paid to the Christian Sabbath, and the custom of the 
church in assembling, together for worship and collecticns for 
public charities. ^ 

Let us now examine the passage in Col. ii. 16, 17) " Let no 
man therefore judge you in meat or in drink, or in respect to an 
holy day, or of the new mdons,or of the Sabbath days, which are 
& shadow of ihings to come ; but the body is of Christ.'* *^ Here, 
as some have triumphantly alleged is the repealing act.'* 

But it must first be proved that the Apostle' had reference to 
the cNciginal institution, instead of the Jewish seventh day Sain 
bath, or the other Sabbaths which the Jews were commanded to - 
keep — sueh as the first day of the seventh month, and also the 
tenth day of the satme throughout their generations. Lev. zxiiL 
3, a- Sabbath of rest is appointed, an holy ccmvoication. These 
aad othet^ ceremonial ;^days were called hdy : and in theiQ no 
work was to be done, but they.were not the weekly Sabbath. 
The Apostle, as we apprehend, has no reference to the latter; 
Meats, drinks, new moons, holy days, and Sabbath days, cannot 
mean the ori^nal day of rest, as has already been proved. If 
tbe apidstle did mean to include the Jewish seventh day Sifbbath, 
it does not "follow that he intended to touch the original institu- 
ticxu That was already changed back to the fir^t day, whioh 
Christians were- keeping, and ^aul among the rest 

Says Pbes. Dwight, '"'The Sabbath appears to be regularl^r 
distiDguishe^ firc»Q Sabbaths; and as Sabbaths are regularly 
jobed with new moons and other holidays of the Jews, which 
the Sabbath never is ; h is clear to me that the Sabbath is not 
alliided to in any of these instances." Perhaps not even the 
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lemsik BeveDih day Sabbaths Sabbaths in. these passages may 
refer merely to the ordinary holidays- of the Jews. 

. The same may be said of Gral. iv . 9-1 1, *' How turn ye again 
to the weak -and beggarly elemtots wherennto ye desire again 
tabe in bondage. Ye observe dayd, and months, and times, and 
years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor 
in rain." Paul is evidently speaking of the ceremonies of the 
Jews, which were not binding on Christians. Acts xv. has no- 
thing at all to do with this subject. It is on circumcision, and 
the ceremonial law of Moses. For the same Apostle loved and 
kept the^moral law, and commanded others to keep iu 

Fres. HuMPHjiET says, — ^*'The plural form^ Sabbath days, 
rarely, if ever, occurs in Scripture when the original institution 
is intended." This is to be understood of the* English version. 

Hear the opinion of an able foreign writer on this subject '*It 
is eyident, from the context, that the Apostle was speaking of 
the ordinances of the ceremonial law ; for the neglect of which no 
Christian was to be condemned. * Blotting out the hand-writing of 
ordinances, that was against us, which was ccmtrary to us and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross. Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat or in drink, &e., or c^- the Sabbath days.' 

'* In this passage the Apostle was doubtless speaking of bur- 
densome ordinances ; of something that was against them, and 
contrary to the spirit of the Grospel. ^ But can any pious person 
conceive that the spending one day is seven, 'in spiritual services, 
could be ranked by the holy Apostle, among the things which 
were against Christianity and contrary to it ? Was that institu- 
tion, which the people of God had been commanded to call a d^ 
l^ht, the holy of the hq^d and honorable ; now to be esteemed 
of so carnal a nature* as to be ranked amongst the things whidh 
Christ took out of the way, nailing it to the cross ? Were those 
holy persons, who had been accustomed to adopt the language 
of the Psalmist, * I was glad' when they said unto rae,'let us go 
into tibe house of the I»ord,'^<now taught taesteemaday spent in 
such service,.as:a partof that yoke, ^vhich neither the Apostles, nor 
their fathers \vere«ble to bear V Nay, verily. .We might just as 
well say, that ChriSi abrogated the wholfe moral law. Then the 
law of the Sabbath hasnev^r been repealed. * The law has no Hh>- 
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adoDS, and, therefore, can nerer ex|»Te." It is then, still binding 
(m- Jews and Grentiles ; and always will be on all men to the end 
of time. . It may be considered the great instroment to-bring 
men- to Ohiist, and perpetuate the religion of the cross. With- 
out it me^ would soonec be deists than Christiaas ; sooner be 
gross, filthy, ignprant idolators, than ciyil, intelligent, and happy 
citizeDs« . . > 

The truth jb, those who ave labonDg to bring the Sabbath into 
disrepute, and expunge it from the moral code, are atieast grpss^ 
ly ignorant of the Bible, the book oi nature^ and ProTidence ; and 
of their own best interests and those of the world. We are more 
and more inclined to the opinion, that every enemy of the Sab- 
bath, and of its strictly religious observance, is an infidel. It 
may be jthat he has not yet discovered precisely where he stands ; 
but be it known toliim and the world, that he is an enemy to 
the Christie and to the Jewish rdigion, anj feels uneasy under 
the restraints, which both the law and ^^ Gospel impose: Igw 
norance, and the subtlety of designing men, may, and .doubtless 
do, lead many astray ; but if they hate the. Sabbath, and the do* 
ties which it ecyoins; and are UQwilling to perforui them, -they 
are ^* in the gall of bitterness and. bonds, (tf iniquity," laboring tp 
destroy aU good, here and hereafter, and on their way to an eter- 
nal helL 4^1 that men now say and do agamst this, institution, 
proceeds from enmity to the general cause o[ truth and holiness, 
or from criminal ignorance. We look upon them all, as the en- 
«nies of Jesus QJitist, as the- enemies of their species, and as 
insidious foes to our republican institutions ; though many oi 
them are not sensible of the (acU 

Bev. Miii DooLiTTLE mskcs the following retnarks on the pas- 
sage. Col. ii. 16. " Let no man therefore judge you in meat or in 
drink, or in respeqt to an holy day, or of the new moon^ or of t^e 
Sabbath <ifly5." , • 

** A satisfactory key to the text may be fbond in the following 
fiicts, all capable of conclusive demojostration. - - 

1. So much of the law of Moses as might properly be termed 
ceremonial) in distinction ,frpm the iaooral law, ceased to be es- 
sential after the establishment of the Christian dispensjition. 
"2. Though the Aposfles and others^ regarded the ceremonial. 
*17»* 
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law as thus abrogated, yet, inasmnch as many of the Christiaii 
Jews were ooDScientiottsly attached to its obseirance, the Apo^ 
ties and Christian Jews g^erally, for the soke of .hannony 
among themselyes, and perhaps^ to avoid giving <^ence need- 
lessly, to the ruling powers, conformed, as to a thing of miessen- 
tial moment r . ' -- . 

'* 3. In opposition ta the claims of certain Judaizing teachers, 
Paul taught, and laboriously vindicated the positi(ni, that the ob- 
servsnce of the ceremonial law should not be enjoined on the 
Goitile converts. The text in question, with its connection, is 
an argument of diis sort 

'* 4. By the resurrection ^f -Jesus Christ, the rest of one day in 
seven, enjoined in the moral law, was transferred to the first day 
of the week, which was known as the Lord's day, and hence, the 
obset^ance of the' seventh day of the week, or the Sabbath, as a 
Jewin those days would understand the term, was, with propri- 
ety, classed with the abrogated ceremonial 

" In the text quoted then the Apostle speaks plarticularly of holy 
days, new moons, and Sabbath days, (Sabbaths in the original) 
iis belonging to the handwriting- of ordinance^, which wad taken 
out ofthe way by the death of Christ, being * a shadow of things 
to. come.' The Greek word, ioprn^ which is here translated holy 
day, is nowhere else so translated in the New Testament. The 
strict signification of the word is, a public festival. I have noted 
twenty-eight passages in which the word is translated feast, in 
all of which it mianifestl3rrelates to some ofthe three great pub- 
lic fbstivMs ordained in the law of Moses, but most frequently to 
the feast of the' Passover. I know of no passage in which die 
word is used in relation to atiy other feast When gcc^icMial or 
priyate'feasts are spoken of. Some other word is always used. It 
isthCQ ceftain that a Jew or the Christian Colossians would dis- 
tincdy understand the Apostle by the word translate holy day, 
to speak of the annual public festivals belonging td the' Mosaic 
ceremonial. ,The new moon was a festival enjoined in the law 
of Moses, not public, but observed in families, or by private cir- 
cles of kindred.. The 'Sabbath day^' In the original it 'is 
* Sabbaths.' This use' of the plural does not; however, appear 
to express any thing different from the use q{ the singular, as. 
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from some idiom of- the language, the plural of tl|is wdrd is 
often pm for thc^siBguIat) ^ , " ' 

^ It is, l^oweyer, clear that the Apostle did notunderstandlyjr it 
the rest, enjoined in the founh commandment, which noir, hy 
Christian usage, -was observed on the first day of the week, and 
deopminated the Lord's day. That this precept of the moral 
law belonged to ' the handwriting of ordinances that was against 
us, whicb was eontrarf to us* and- was merely ' a shadow of 
things to conie/ can, iii no candw of intecpretation, bo shown, 
lliat he meant by it ,the ee/emonial Sabbaths, such as the Sal^- 
bath of the seventh year, — the first and tenth days of the serenth 
month. Ley. xxiii. 24, 33, &c is a supposition in perfect consis- 
tency mrith the scope of his^discourse. Equally so may b^ the 
supposition, that by it he mesQt the observance of the seventh 
day of the week, which now, though in accordance with the 
Jewish practice denominated the Sabbath, had been succeeded by 
the Lord^s day, and of eom^e, beingin connection with the Chris* 
tian Sal^th, both unnecessary and bilrdensome, it might,rwith 
propriety be ranked with ' the haQ4writing of ofdinahce& which 
Was against us,' and regarded as 'a shadow' of that day which 
has succeeded to its place. The last supposition, if correct, posi* 
lively authorizes the change of the Sabbath from the seventh to 
the first day of the week." ' 

The passage. Mat. xxiv. 26, •* But pray you that your flight 
be not in th6 winter, neither on the SabbaUi day," shows tl^t, 
not only Christ's disciples, but all men, after his death, were to 
keep a Sabbath. Fc?, the time'^of whic& be spake in this pas- 
aage^ was about forty ^earsafter bis death, akid there was to be 
a Sabbath at that time.^ If the Jewish Sabbath should' be abol- 
ished, still there would be a day of .rest, of religious worship—* 
Sabbath ; for Sabbath means rest There had always been a Sab- 
bath, and always would be, to the end of time. . There is no e^ 
cape from this passage ; for Christwas addressing his /o//0i»ertf, 
not ^ose who might reject him, and therefore* ding to the J^w- 
idi Sabbath, or rest If the disciples were to keep no Sabbath, 
after Christ, it ' would^ be immaterial, on what day their fli^t 
should happen. 
As the seventh day was given to the Jews,, in distinction from 
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the first day, or Sondsy of the Pagam, aq, at the abolition of the 
Jewish dispensatidn,^all the Jews were to revert back to the 
day kept by the Fatrian^s, whioh would foe the d^ oa which 
Ohrkt rose from the dead. . 

^ It is evident that Christ did not abolish the Jewish Sabbath 
while OIL earth, from the fact, that his discipks, and the women 
who were present at the crucifixion, would not -do any wotk en 
diat day, however urgent,not even anoint the body of their -Lord ; 
but rested on the Jewii^' Sabbath. * Then, at break of day, after 
it was {Mist, they wait to perform the work, Luke Xxiii 56, and 
xziv. 1. Can any one rationally doubt, that Jesus Christ taught 
his disciples, both by precept and .example, befcnre his death, tQ 
obs^e the Jewish Sabbath^^ and after his resurrection, the 
L6rd'sday. ^ 

Isaiah, Ixvi. 22, 23 — " For asjthe new heaven»and the'^ new 
earth which I will make, shall remain- befoFiB me, saith the Ilord, 
so shalLyour seedand your name remain. ^ And it i^iall come to 
paa&fthat from one new moon to another,' and from one Sabbath 
to another, shall ail flesh come to- worshq> before me, saith the 
Lord." . 

<* This prophecy ^yond all question, refers to the. prosperous 
state of thetsburch, under the niilloiial reign of the Messiah ; 
the most glorious period of that new dispensation. which ^ems 
to be shadowed forth under 'the emblem - of new heavens and a 
new earth. The church isth^i to hvm her ministers, solemni- 
ties. Sabbath &nd holy ordinances, as she had under theLevitical 
priesthood. • The Sabbath will then be observed by the-people 
of Grod ; and of coiurse it was not abolished With the ceremonial 
law, but belongs to the new dispensation, as certainly as it did to 
the old." Such a day as the milieiiium will never come, should 
the Sabbath be given up. • When that day breaks v^oa the 
world we shall have a Sabbath. No nian wiU then 4&fe de^ 
his reputation, ami 4the amazing interests of his S9ul, by .laboring 
to* prove that the Sabbath was abolished by our Saviorl 
' But, as Christ came not to destroy the la^ir nor the projihets, 
this-prophecy-is to be accomplished, and diere will then -be a 
Sabbath ; and all flesh shall come and worship befQre the Lord. 
The enemies of the Sabbath will dread to see /that day; and 
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tfaey will not long behdd, ^en the dawn of it, unless they re* 
-peat and tiim)o God. 

. Now the devil and his emissaries oo earth long to see the 
Sabbath wholly abdished, for then their reign would be uniyer- 
fial. They would like to see it swept from the decalogue, for 
then all the other precepts, therein contained, whiph now 'so 
much diatorb them, would share the same fiite. 

<* The fdlowing also will illustrate the ftct that the comr 
mand to remember the Sabbath day, is not revoked," and show 
diat the ^ew Testament laiys men under obligaticxi to obserre 
it f< An Apostle has delivered this precept-^* Upon the first 
day of the week let every one lay by hhn in in store,' && 
1 Cor. ^cvi; 2.' ** Two things are here enjoined-7-a duty, and the 
time for its performance. A collecticm must be made for the 
poor saints, and this collection must be taken up on the first day 
of the i^eek ;' and* this 'high authority exyoins the last as deci- 
sively as the first. But collections for the saints 'were always 
made by the churches in their weekly assemblies for worship. 
Hence in connection with remembering the poor, the jH'ecept 
inrolTes an injunction to meet' for divine Worship on the first 
day^f the wedc." 

Heb. z. 25 — *^ Not forsaking the assembling of ourselyeB 
together as the manner of soioae is, [but exhorting, &c.]" This 
is in the New Testament. It would seem to imply that didre 
must be a stated time for assembling, or men would rarely. a»> 
semble together. There is a time — ^a stated time for religious 
worship, fixed by Almighty God, and foolish and wicked indeed 
is that man, who would do it away. The same, author sa^ 
" lliere is another -argument which ou^t to be brought into 
riew. This Sabbajth is in the New Testament called the 
Lord's day. Rev. i. 10. Noyr when God puts his -name on 
persons, or tlungs, he intimates, that thejr are in a peculiar 
mann^ devoted to him, for no common display of his gldry. If 
tids day then he. the Lord^s day, it must be specially devoted to 
him in religious service, ^t. John fixed, "bf these terms, the 
I^ecise period on ^hich he received his holy revelatiocL It was 
on the Lord's d^y. He Could. not Without the imputation of 
tiifling, mean every day, or ahy day. This phrase id not singa* 
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kr nor otocuze; its meuMODg is dearly determined in oihia 
particulars. Thua we say the Lord's Supper, the Lord's Prayer. 
No man complains oi the obscurity of these phrases-^-we know 
distinctly at first, what idea is meant to be conveyed by them.*' 

But it is asked, has not an Apostle classed &abhath duttfs with 
the aboUshed ceremonies of the Jews? He has, and this m- 
stead of operating d^gainst our argument, confirms, what we 
have been> advancing. The sacred writers invariably use the 
term Sabhath^ in the New Testament, when writing of the Jew- 
iirii rest. And this establishes the fact that they have abolished 
the seventh day Sabbath. • But the command given before the 
ceremonies, to keep the day of rest, stands unrepealed. Facts 
dearly show, that the Apostle peaa^ to regard the seventh day 
as 'a Sabbath, binding on Christians, but regarded the Lord's 
day, Ihe first day of the wedc, as the Sabbath for all future 
ages and for all people. They ceased to keep the Jewish Sab- 
bath, or sev^th day ; for the day, after the death of Christ, was 
changed, and they kept the Christian, or first day l^bbath. 

It is thought that the 118th Bsdm contains a prediction that 
the Jewish Sabbath should be changed to the day Christ I'ose 
from the dead. The passage is as follows : — ^" Ther stone 
which the builders refused is became the head. 52ane of the 
comer. This is the Lord's doipg,. it is n^a^ellous Jn our 
ejnes.^ This if th&day y}kich the Lord hath made, we will rejoice 
^md'be glad in it." No less than six times is thi« passage quoted 
and applied to Christ in the New Testament. It fnay refer to 
the day pf his r^urrection, Which should be k^t as a Sabbadi 
by his followers. ^ 

.The Afosti<£s kept and authorized to be kept the Lord's day ; 
and always met with the disciples on that daj for religious 
worship, breaking of bread ahd collectiag the charities of the 
church, which, it is believed, has. been abundantly proved. 
£ure we are that the contrary can never be shown by authentic 
documents, noW accessible. That this was their cifstoi^a ne one 
can doubt who believes their word, and the testimony of the aik.- 
cient fathers. - . • - 

Compare Mat xii. 8.—^" For the Son of Man Is Lord even of 
the Sabbath day." ' 1 Cor. xi. 20. " When ye come together* 
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therefore, into one place, this is not to eat the .Lord's Supper.'* 
AndReT. i, XO^ " I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day." " Now 
if Christ was Lord of the Sahbath, if the Sabbath was kis ^day, 
and if the Lord's day was the first day of the- week, then is th€ 
first day of the week the Christian Sabbath."^ Why if the Sab- 
bath was done away in Christ, did -he attei^pt to d^fiend it ? It 
was never done away, by his coming. ■ . 

" The Sabbath has been ,kept as holy time by the pQcrple of 
Grod in an ages. It has been to them, not a burden but a delight, 
theholy of ^he Lord and honorable. ^ That* the Apostles and 
primitive churches statedly assembled for public worship on the 
Lord's day, is certain. And that they abstained from labor and - 
^)ent the ^hole day in religious duti^, may be confidently in- 
.ferred, as' well from their €minent piety,, asirom the sanctions 
of the divine law, which they cannot be;supposed to have dis- 
regarded. F(k we have already proved tEat Jesus Christ left 
the4aw as he f9und it, after freeing it firom the fklse glosses of 
the l^ribes and Pharisees, The disciples would of course take 
it from hiqi. And as the people of God had always dcAe before 
them, they would remember the Sabbath day 46 keep it holy. 
This is the only fair and legitimate inference — it cannot be 
set aside by any thing short of direct proof to the contrary. The 
Bible furnishes no such pro<5f : not a word, ' nor a hint, that 
Christians of the Apostolicage did their own work, or found their 
own pleasure pn the Xord's day." 

CEREMONIAL ^ABBA-THS AND FESTIVALS. 

Of the cerempnial Sabbaths, only seven will be meptioned. 
Guraey says, ^* The principles of the Sabbath were extended to 
every seventh year, and to aU'the Jewish festivals.'* - * 

The Original InstHution^ the Weekly Sabbath, is sometimes 
called a feast, Exod. xui. 6. ' . 

\ The New Moons were Monthly feasts. Num. xxviii. 11. 

The Passover was a yearly feaist^ Exod. xxxiv. 25, and coto* 
memorated the departure of the Israelites out cf Egypt ; some- 
times called -the feast cf Unleavened Bread. It is also called a 
Sabbath, continued «e^en^days, and was one of the great yearly 
festivals, - '' 
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Pentecobt, Lev. zxiii. 11, 17, was also one of the great yearly 
festiTals, and is caUed a . Sabbath. It continued l)at one day, 
and commemorated die giving of the law on Mount Sinai ; call* 
.ed also feast of weeks and day of first fruits. 

Feast of Taeebnagles, Lev. zxiii, 34. This also was ano- 
ther of, the great yearly festivals,- (aU of which have now been 
named,) and continued eight, days ; the first and last of which 
were called Sabbaths. During this feast^the chilciren of Israel 
dwelt in booths. 

Feast OF TRUMFETd; Lev. xxiii. 24, was also called>Sabbath, 
and occurred once in seven months; called a memorial of blow- 
ing of trumpets ; a holy convocation. 

Atoiiememt, Lev.jpciii. 27, was called ai Sabbath of rest unto 
IsQielr It was to coinmence on the eve of the ninth ; being, as 
time was then reckoned, the tenth day of the seventh month. 
Sometimes it is called the day of propitiation. On thh day all 
Israel were to afflict their souls. But all theoth^r festivals, 
whether public or private,' were days of rejoicing ; not of sinful 
amusement and niirth, but designed to be of holy joy and thai^ks- 
giving. On this day the JtUnlee^ or 50th year festival, cont- 
menced. - • . ' 

Feast^of Puhiu, Esther ix. 17, 32. , 

Feast of Sasbaths, or £very Seventh Year, Lev. xxv. 4 ; also 
called the Sabbatical Year. . 

Feast of Jubilee, Lev. xx^ 8,^9, was op. the 50th year, called 
Sabbath ; which was to begin, on the tenth day of the seventh 
- month, or day of atonement. It was ushered In by the sound 
of the trumpet throughout all. the land. 

- Here are some of the Ceremonial Sabbaths, of which the 
a^tle speaks in Col. ii. .16, as the handwriting of ordinances, 
and shadows of things to come ; ordinances respecting aieats, 
drinks, holy day, new moons, and Sabbatth days so called. The 
Christian ]*est is not referred to in these passages. Those cere- 
monial days were^not to be observed until Israel should be set- 
tled'in Canasdi. The we^y Sabbath they were t^eo bound to 
observe. They were called solemn feasts, sef feasts ; all of which 
were typical, and to be done away when, Christ ihoijdd finish the 
.work of redemption. Then,. Jew and Gentile, w'hen this paiti- 
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tkn wall should be broken down, must look to the moral law 
and the goej^el of Jesus Christ as their guide, and keep only the 
Sabbath given to man in Eden. They were no longer to offer 
up sacrifices for sin, but accept of the sacrifice Christ offered once 
foralL 

Sabbath and New Moons were not the same thing. Neither 
do Sabbaths, mentioned in this connection, often, if erer, mean 
the original institution — the fourth commandment. 

1st Chron. xxiii. 31. Sab. and N. Moons. 
2d ChwHi. ii. 4. . Do. Da . 

" viii. 13. Do. Do. 

" xxxi. 3. Da Da 

Isa. i 13, 14. Doi Da 

2d Kings iv. 23. Do. Do. 

Jpsa. hvi 23. . Da Do. 

Amos viiL 6. Do. Da 

Ezra iii 5. N« MooHs and Set Feasts. 

Neh. X. 33. N. Moons and SabbatL 

Ezek. xly. 17. N. M. and Feasts and Sab. 

" , xlvL 3. Do. Da and Sabbaths. 

Hosea ii 11. Feast days, N. Moons and 

Sabbaths, &c. 
Compare the^abore with Col. iL 16, 17. 
If the Sabbath days in Colossians mean the institution spc^en 
of in the fourth commandment, thai it would seem that all the^ 
other days called Sabbaths might still be required to be observed. 
But this camiDt be, because the apostles and disciples had long kept 
the Resty which God had ordained at the beginning, on the Lord's 
day. If the apostle intended to include the Jewish Sabbath, as 
well as these ceremonial feast-days, or if he referred to the Jew- 
ish exclusively, which was then re^/y done away,- still he could 
not allude to the original instimtion, which was at that time 
tnmsferred to the JiOrd's day, or first day pf the week. 

Holt Day. It will be evident from the following passages, 
that when holy days are spoken of, they do not n^c^^^an^ mean 
the Sabbaths, or Sabbath ; but that there w;ere days to which 
this appellation was properly applied, and which ^tiuguished 
themfiromaUthosedays. <* Holy day," sta&diug independently, M 
18 
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it does in CoL iL 16, and Neh. yuL 9 — 11, does not, it is bdieved,- 
erer mean the weeldy rest. The words holy and holy day aie 
frequently used in connection with the weekly S8j)ftLth, as well 
as ceremonial Sahbaths and other festiYals ; but in all these Wr 
stances it is easy to determine, whether the writer is speaking of 
the original institution^ or of some of the ceremonial days : See 
Neh. viii. 9, 11. . This is the first day of the seventh month, as 
may be seen m the second verse of this chapter. (See Doolittle's 
extract on Feasts, already quoted.) Neh. x. 31 :. " On the Sab- 
bath, or on the holy day.'^ Ps. xlii. 4: "Multitude that kept 
holy day,'* perhaps applied to all days of convocation. Isa. IviiL 
13 : " Holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight." 

In this last passage Isaiah evidently refers to the original in- 
stitution. The Jews could not misunderstand the sacred writers 
when speaking of their days of rest, nor need we. The weekly 
rest is dways so referred to as to distinguish it firom the ceremo- 
nial rests. The command to observe the former was written by 
a different hand, kept in a different place, ^d considered, in 
ipany respects, far more sacred than the latter. And those who 
lived immediately afler Christ did not misunderstand allusicms 
to these different institutions. They all understood Sabbath, 
when used alone, to refer to the seventh day, or Jewish rest, and 
never the first day; but when used in connection with new 
moons, &c. to refer to their ceremonial days. When the Cliris- 
tian rest was mentioned, it was always during a few of the first 
centuries, called the Lord's day. Nor was it till after the dis- 
putes between the Jewish and G-entile converts had mainly sub- 
sided, and civil rulers had required the observance of the Lord's 
day, and forbidden the keeping of the seventh, that the term 
Sabbath was applied to the first day of the week. During all 
this time, the word Sunday may have been used by many, to 
designate some of the heathen holy days. In modem times it is 
oflen used by some as synonymous with S^bb^th, or Lord's day. 

Objection V. — "Thhie is no Evidence that the Day was 
CHANGED," or that the early Christians observed the first day. 

When the objector is pressed with the evidence, that the Sab- 
bath was designed for all men in all time, he sometimes meets 
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06 with another objectioQ. The fourth commandment, on which 
so much stilss is laid, says, *' The seventh day is the Sabbath." 
Now you do not keep that day, but the first, and you hare no 
authority for the change. The attempt is even made to show 
thatt the apostles and early Christians did not keep the first day 
of the w«ek as a Sabbath. We answer,, that there is abundant 
eyidence, from the 'example of early Christians, and from the 
authority of the Fathers, that the first day id to be observed in- 
stead of the seventh. 

In support of the above allegation, Constantikb is quoted, 

as saying, " Let all the judges and townspeople, and those who 

follow the occupation of trades, r^t on the venerable day of the 

Son ; but let all those who follow agriculture, carefully attend 

to their business ; because it often happens that no day is so 

ftivofrable -tor sowing com and planting vines, lest thereby the 

precious fruits of the earth be slipped." Very conclusive, indeed^ 

that the Sabbath was not observed when this edict was passed ! ! 

For objectors will have it, that the Jetoisk was done away at the 

death of Christ, by special direction; and they intend to prove, 

by this quotation, that there was, at that time, no Christian 

Sabbath : so that the condusian must be, that none atall was 

then observed, than which nothing can be more falscf. 

' If this quotation is correct, it will be seen that Constdntihe 

thought it necessary for certain classes of his subjects to keep a 

8abl»th, though others in certain seasons niight labor. To 

infer firom this^ edict, that " no one" thought it sinful to work on 

the Sabbathior Lord's day, is like a man's concluding, after 

reading reports in favor of Sunday mails, that no man' in ^this 

nation was against them. One would be proved as ** condu- 

shrdy'* as the other. 

When Constantine was converted, about a. d. 335, it should 
be remembered that the Jewish Sabbath was not wholly done 
away. It is believed by some that the Christian church was 
returning to the observance of it, as a Sabbath, to the neglect of 
th(B firsj day, and Aat Ccmstantine, whil^ he commanded the 
observance of the first, may have done the same also with re- 
spect to the observance of the seventh day. It is well known, 
that while the converts to Christianity, after the resurrection 
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of ChriBt, generally obserred the first day^xdy as a Sabbatl^ 
many of the Jewish, and perhaps some of the Go^e conyerts^ 
observed also the seventh. This doubtless led to the yaiions 
edicts, and the teachings of the Apostles, in relation to this sub- 
ject. Many of the Jewish converts were teoadons, that their 
rites and ceremonies should be. engrafted upon the .Christian 
system. The Apostles and others opposed it We are txAd 
that some of the spurious authors of the fourth century required 
the observance of both days. But during the first three centu- 
ries, there was much unanimity in the minds of the aneioit Fa- 
thers and their itnmediate successors, relative to the day to be 
observed ; whidi, as will be shown, was the Lord's day. Facts 
prove that the change from the seventh to the first day, was 
gradual, jf- 

The Apostles allowed the Jewish converts to continue to 
keep the seventh day when fixst converted, if they chose to do 
BO, training them to observe only the Lord's day, by little and 
little. But, suppose Constantino, >in this edict, did give his 
views fully on the sacredness of this institution, ihat is no proof 
that they were correct, /(»: he was then but a child in Christiaa 
knowledge. <. 

But " EusEBius, in his life of Constantine, assures us, that wh^ 
the emperor embraced Christianity, he appointed that the Lord's 
day should be consecrated to prayer; and commanded through 
all the Boman empire, that they should forbear to labor or do 
any work on the Lord's day." If Christians at this time were 
inclining to the Jewish Sabbath, or to keep bothj we can readily 
understand the propriety, as well as the necessity, of these edicts. 
Eusebius was elected Bishop of Coesarea, about tibe year 313. 
He wrote an ecclesiastical history from the days of Christ down 
to 324, and must have known the general practice. ' 

Db. Cave says, '* No sooner was Constantine come over to 
the Church, but his principal care was about the Lord's day; 
he commanded it to be solemnly observed^ and that by all per- 
sons whatsoever ; he made it a day of rest, that men might have 
nothing to do but to worship Qod, and be better instructed in 
the Christian faith." 

But whether the objector's quotation is or, is not correct, there 



TH£ DAT HAS BKBR GHANeED. 209 

is^o discrepancy m Coostantme's testimony. For, at the tinft 
when he gftve the edicts -last quoted, he might have had moce 
correct Tiews of the nature and design of the institution, than 
when he wrote the first. Both show du&t the first day of the 
week was ccnsidered by Aost of his people, and by himself, at 
the Sabbath ; and though he might not have carefully confbrmed 
to his duty in the first place, it was not4ong before he did. 

The Emfebor Leo has been quoted, to prove that the. early 
Christians kept no Sabbath. Hear what is considered '^condiH 
sire eridenoe,'' firom kis pen, as quoted by the enemies of that 
day. ^^ We ordain, &c, that neither husbandmen, nor any others 
on that day, put- their hands to unlawful work." How illogical 
mast be that mind, which can, from such> data, say that the 
early Chrisdand kept no Sabbath. With equal propriety might 
it be said, that, because the people of/oax liew territories, when 
they become independent' bodids, enact laws, pr6hibiting theft, 
gambling, and the like; thereforey it is certain that all the ii^ 
habitants in such tenitories, previous to the enactmeni of thes^ 
laws, were thieves and gamblers ! i But Leo isays, uniawfvl woirk j 
showing that hefare this edict, there was some work, which ic 
would be onlawfulto do on that day. 

^ In France and Hungary, »$ early as the sikth centtary, hiW3 
were made against Sabbath profimation. Ciuai*EHAONE, son of 
Pepin, convened the clergy to make canons' Ibr the keeping of 
die Sabbath, and also pubUahing his own royal edict, of which 
the following is an extract" 

' ^We ordain (as is required in the law of Grod,) that no man 
do any servile work on the Lord's day, L e., that they employ 
not themselves in the works of husbandry, in dressing their vineo^ 
flowing their ground,, making hay, felling. trfees, digging in 
ibe nunes,. cnr buUding houses \ that they do not go a hunting in 
the fields, or plead in courts of justice ; but .that they all come 
to church and magnify the Lord their God, for those good 
things, which are this day to be bestowed upen them." " As 
is required in the hiw of Grod." It seems that people in the 
sixth century, believed that the law of €k>d required men to 
k6ep the Lord's day. 
Had the objectors seen this extract, they would probably have 
18* 
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quoted it also, to prore t^at before this edict was passed, no cxie 
observed a Sabbath* 

l^e understand the Emfbbor Leo, about 440, to 8ay,^Itifl 
OUT will and pleasure, that the holy dayy dedicated to the Most 
High Grod, should not be spent in sensual recreations, or other- 
wise profiuied hf suits of law." Speaking of fiurmers, in relsr 
tion to this subject, he says: " As to the pretence, that by this 
test, an o^^portunity may be lost, [of securing crops,] this is a 
poor reason, considering that the fruits oi the earth do not de- 
pend so much on the diligence and pains of men, as on the effi- 
cacy of the sun and the blessing <^ God. We command there- 
fore all, whether husbandmen or others^ to forbear work cai this 
day of the resurrection. For if other people (meaning the Jews) 
keep the shadow of this day in a solemn rest from all secular 
labor, on the Sabbath [the seyenth day] how much rather ought 
we to obserre the suhBtanee^ a day so ennobled by our gracious 
Lord, who saved us from destruction." Again, Leo thus ex* 
presses the sentiment of the whole^ Christian church : — ^*^ We 
ordain, according to.the true meaning of the Holy Grhost, and of 
the apostles .thereby ctireeted-, that on the sacred day wherein 
our own integrity was restored, all do rest and cease from labor; 
that neither husbandmen nor any other on that day, put their 
hand to forbiddoi work. For if liie Jews did so mufch reverence 
their Sabbaths which were but a ' shadow of ours, are not we 
who inhabit the light and troth of grace, bound to honor that 
day which the Lord himself has honored, and hath therein d^ 
Hvered us -from dishonor and from death? Are we not bound 
to keep it singular and inviolable, well contenting ourselves with 
so Ifberal a grant of the rest, and not encroaching upon that one 
day which God hath chosen for his own honor ? Were it not 
reckless neglect of religion to make that very day common, and 
to think we may do with it as with Ae rest ?" 

From these edicts, it is perfectly evident, that instead of there 
being no Sabbath observed, by any of the subjects of Leo at 
that time, (me imi#. known and observed, if not two— the Jewish 
and the Christian; and he was desirous to make Christians gire 
up the practice ofjceeping the seventh day. Though some did 
pretend, as^W^^resent time, that those who rested on the 
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Sabbath, wotdd loefe property by it, he did not think it a good 
reason why it should not be kept Donbtleaa, at that time, as 
in the days of OoDstantine, there were many who ^t^ ao^ob* 
serve the Lord's day ; but wonld either keep ^e Jewish Sabbath, 
or none at all ; the latter, from the language of the edict, being 
most probable; and the Emperor therefore commanded that aU 
should keep the Lord's day. Sad there been no Sabbath ob» 
senred by any one, when he gare this command, he would not 
hare 119^ the language he did- This evidence a£ the oljectoca 
must also be set down for nothing. 

Objectors to the Sabbath quote Justin Mabttb, to prove that 

there "was not oolyno Sabbath before Moses, but that the early 

(^ristians did not observe any. They adduce the following 

qaotation, and lay great stress on it, on the ground that he must 

have known the fiiets on this subject This is true in regard to 

the xnmctice of the early Christians, bnt not true as it respecita 

the question of a Sabbath before Moses. ^ There is another 

<»rcumcision, and you (IVypho) think highly of that of the flesh. 

The law would ha;re yon keep a perpetual Sabbath ^ but you, 

when you have spent one day idle, think you arte religious, not 

knowing why it was commanded. But I would hare ypu know 

that as there was no circumcision before Abraham, norSabbath, 

or sacrifices before Moses, so are they all done away in Christ 

Continue as you were created ; do you not see that the element* 

are nerer idle, or keep a Sabbath ?" 

We have not seen this extract, except as thus quoted by the 
eaemies of the Sabbath. Iflt be a &ir quotation, it is not easy 
to leconcile all parts.of it, with other things said )by that author. 
It makes him contradict himself in regard to the Sabbath, and 
say that which is not Urue in relation to sacrifices. In one pail 
of this quotation, he says, ^* the law would haVe yon keep a per^ 
petoal Sabbath.^' It is w^ known, that Justin Martyr be- 
lieved that there never was a Sabbath before Moses; but we 
cannot believe that he e^er intaided to teach, that primitire . 
Christians, and all men since their day, were not bound to keep 
a Sabbath. When Trypho avon, that the Christians differed in. 
nothing from the heathen, inasmuch as they " neither observed 
eircamcision, the Sabbath, nor the other festivals,'' it may be said 
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he was in part cc^ect, unleBS Chrifltiaiis at that time called the 
Lofd's day Sabbadi, which they probably did not For they did 
not obserre droumcision, nor, as a body, the Jewish Sabbath, nor 
their festivals. These were all done away in Christ But that 
ChristiaQS, and Justin Martyr among them, obsored the Lord's 
day, most fully appears from his own writings. Hence, what^ 
ever he did mean in this quotation, he did not mean to teach 
du&t Christians, and all men, are not bound to keep the Lonl's 
day, as a Sabbath. But neither Justin Martyr, who was edii- 
cated a heathen, nor Martin Litchsb, nor CALViK^just emerged 
from Popery, nor Palet, all of whom beliered the Sabbath an 
institution originating in the Jewish dispensation", can establish 
the positions he. has taken on this subject They must fall be- 
fore unbiased and thorough examination of the subject 

Some oth^ quotations from the same author will be adduced, 
to show that we have his authority not only for a Sabbath, but 
fat observing the first day instead of the seventh. 

Priestly says, '< The primitive Christians had no festivals, be* 
side Sunday, on which they always met for public won^p, as 
may be inferred froih Justin Martyr.'* HetwouM not call it 
Sabbath, but Sunday ; the day origilially kept us a Sabbath. He 
vfliight have called it Lord's day, for the Jewish day' of rest, <xk 
Saturday, was still called Sabbath, and the Christian rest, Lord's 
day, for some centuries after Christ rose. 

Justin Martyr, as quoted by Cahnet, observes, ^f (That oa the 
Lord's day, all Christians in the city or country meet' together, 
llecause that is the day of Qur Lord's resurreciidn|.*and then we 
read the writings of the apostles and prophet^.- This being 
done, the President makes an oration to the. assembly, to exhort 
them to imitate andto-praetice the things they haxeheard-;^ th^ 
we all join in prayer, bnd after.that t^^ cdbebrate the sacarainenu 
Tften-tfaef 'whajireiBtbte and willilig>gire ^hat (hey think pro- 
sier, smd.wiiatb collected is laid up in the hands' of the Pre^ir 
> doit, wi)o distributes it to orphans- and<widoWs, and other ne» 
loessitous Christians, ns their wants require." 
^ GxTRNEY quotes him still tother, and says, Justin Martyr 
^^ eondudes by explaining why this day of the week was chosen 
for their public worship^" viz: <'We all meet together on the 
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Sunday, because it is the first dny^ on which God turned the 
darkness [into light], gave shape to the chaos, and made the 
world ; and on jthe same day Jesus Christ our Savior rose from 
the dead.'^ 

He moreover says, that '< at the close of th« first and the be- 
ginning of the second century, on the day called Sunday, is an 
assembly of all who liv^ in the city or country, and the memoirs 
of the apostles and the writings of the prophets are read." Jus- 
tin Martyr was converted about the year 130. 

On Romans xiv. 5, ''.One man esteemeth one day above ano» 
ther, another esteemeth every day alike ; let every man be fidly 
persuaded in his own mind," Frofessoe Stuart remarks as 
follows: 

*' 1. That the apostle, as appears from the context, is. evidently 
contending against those who were imbued with Jewish super- 
stitions, and with zeal for the continued observance of the Mosaic 
law. in the epistle to the Romans, this is perfecdy clear ; inas-' 
much as the context is occupied with the dispute respecting the 
Qse of meats, &c. In the episde to th^ Colossians it is equally 
dear; inasmuch as the things oiumerated in the very verse in 
question, are things which pertain to the rituad of the Mosaic law. 
The nature of the day* mentioned, then, is to be judged of in a 
manner that is accordant -with t)ie &ct just stated. 

" 2. In the apostolic age, there prevaileda distinction between 
the nanae of the^r«^ day of the week and of the Seventh ; the 
Lord's DAT'(*^i^«irvpiar^); .the latter Sabbath {ifa00ah>v). So 
we have it in Rev. i. 10. ' I was in the Spirit on the Lord^s dayj 
So Ighatius (Epist. ad Magnes, about A. D. 101) calls the first 
day of the week, the Lord^s day {hiv mpnuc^p)^ the day conseerat'^' 
ed to the resurrection^ the qtteen and prince of all days. And 
again, in the same espistle : ' Let every friend of Christ celebrate 
the Lord's day (rhv Kvpiax^vy That all the later Christian Fa- 
thers made the distinction just mentioned, need not ^e proved to 
any one acquainted in any tolerable degree with the ancient 
writers of the Christian church. < It was called the Lord's day, 
because the. Lord arose from the dead on this day,' says Chry" 
sostom (and very truly) in his Commentary on Ps. CXIX. It 
was not until the party in the Christian church had become ex* 
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tinct, or nearly so, who pleaded for the observance of the sev- 
enth day or Jewish Sabbath, as well as of the Lord's day, that 
the name Sabbath began to be^ given to the first day of the 
week. 

^ 3. In the ancient church, even from the first, th^re was a par- 
ty who kept the seventh day of the week (i. e. the JeWL«:h Sah- 
bftth), as well as the first. Nothing conld be more natural than 
fer the Judaizing Christians to insist upon- this ; for as they were 
unwilling to remit even any of the. less important prescriptions 
of the ritual law; how much more would they hold to the sa- 
credness of the Jewish Sabbath? Theodoret (Haeret Fab. n. 
1.), speaking of the Ebionites, L e^ a party pf the Judaizing 
Christians, says : < They keep the Sabbath according to the Jew- 
ish Law, and sanctify the Lord's dat in like manner as we do.* 
This gives a good historical tiew of the state of things, in the 
early ages of the church. More or less of seventh day observance 
was practised, at length, in nearly all the Greek and Latin 
churches ; in the former this day was kept as a ifestival^ in the 
latter as a fast. As superstition increased, matters came at 
length to such a pass, that the Council of Laodicea "(about A. D. 
3'50) were obliged to make a decree, that Christians should not 
refrain from labor on the seventh day or the Sabbath. Their 
words are : ' It is not proper for Christians' to Jndaize, and to 
cease from labor on the Sabbath [seventh day] ; but they ought 
to work on this day; and to put especial honor {irponnCyvres) upon 
iheLord^s rfay, hy refraining from labor as Christians. If any 
one be found Judaizing let him be anathematised,' &c Can. 29. 
See Bingham's Ecc. Antiq. V. p. 286. 

^4. With such &cts in view, nodiing is easier than to explain 
the passages above quoted from the epistles of Paul. The zeal- 
ots for the law wished the Jewish Sabbath to be observed, as wdl 
as the hordes day ; for about the latter, there appears never to 
have^been any question among any class of the early Christians, 
so &r as I have been able to discover. Even the Ebionites, as 
we have s^en, kept the horde's day. But Paul did not believe 
that Christians were hound to observe the Jewish Sabbath. 
Still he did not wish those to be contradicted, who were zealous 
for this usage. * Let each one be fully persuaded in his own 
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mind/ said he; i. e. ' Let each, one act, in this respect, as his 
own conscience shall judge hest I do not forbid to keep the 
seventh day : nor can I enjoin upon him to keep iC 

•'^ That the early Christians nerer understood Paul as renouncing 
the observance of the Christian Sabbath» is suffici^itly manifest 
from the fact, that one and alliof them held the first day of the 
week to be sacred. k& Lord's, day y^a the universal appellation 
of this, in the early ages, so there was no danger of their misap- 
prehending Paul, (as many in modem times have done), when 
he spoke of the Sajbhajths^ which are a shadow of things to come. 
Indeed this last expiesacwi sli^ews that Jewish Sabbaths must 
have lieen meant : for the things to come are those things which 
belcmg to the gospel dispensation, L e. the things yet future, while 
the observance of the ritual law was in full force. See He- 
brews X. 1. ■» 

^^ Thes^ considerations make it plain, how much the two texts 
in question have been misinterpreted* when they have been ex- 
plained as meaning, that under the Christian dispensation the 
Sabbath is a matter of indifference, which is wholly left to the 
private judgment of each individual. That such was jthe case 
in regard to the Jewish or seDenth-day Sabhaih^ is indeed very 
clear. Moreover,, because Paul did nqt expressly decide against 
the keeping of this, the practice of it was continued by the Chris- 
tians, who were jealous for the honor of the Mosaic law, and 
finaliybecame, as we have. seen,, predominant thiroughout Chris- 
tendono. It was supposed, at \&agih, that the fourth command- 
ment, did require the observance of the seventlf-day Sabbath, (not 
merely a seventh part of time) ; and, reasoning as Christians of 
the present day are wont to do, viz. that all which belonged to 
the ten commandments was immutable and perpetual, the 
churches in general came gradually to regard the seventh-day 
Sabbath as altogether sacred. But amidst all this, mistaken 
reasoning and usage, which (as we have seen) the Council of 
Laodicea felt themselves bound to correct, I find np traces of a 
doubt raised, whether the Lqrd^s day^ i. e. the first day of the 
week, was to be kept sacred. The testimony of Pliny in A. D. 
107, that ' Christians [as those whom he examined declare^} 
were accustomed to meet together stflto die, on a stated day';^ 
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the tettimoiijrof Ignatius ( A. D. 101), above cited, tiz, that < the 
fint day of the week was the hordes day^ resarreodon-day (hwao- 
rivtfLov)^ the queen and prince of all days;'- and also his exhor- 
tation, *' Let every friend of Christ eelehrate the Lard*8 day^ 

(Upra^iria nSt ^tX6xpt<rros riiv irvpiair^y, 0C. hfiipav) ', added tO that of 

John, that ' he was in the Spirit on the Lard^$ day,^ and to that 
of the epiBtle of Barnabas (which belongs to the apostolic ^e), 
Tiz. that Christians * keep the eighth day [L e, the first day of 
theVeek] as sl joyful holy day;* these testimonies confirm beyond 
all reasonable doubt the &ct, that the observance, and the spe- 
cial religious observance, of the Lord's day was {vactised by 
Christians, and by all of every sect and name, from the very age 
of the apostles. Nothings can be more erroneous than to repre- 
sent the ancient church as halting or divided about the observ* 
ance of ihe^r^surreetion^day^ L e. the first day of the week. It 
was about the .seventh day or Jewish Sabbath, that aU the dis- 
putes arose which were of a sabbatical nature." 

In this extract from Professor Stuart, we have the testimony 
of Bamabas, the fellow-laborer of Paul, and thiit of Ignatius, the 
compatiion of John. Now, did not Ignatius know, whether the 
Apostle John, who ^ was- m &e Spirit on the Lord's day," and 
the rest of the Apostles, kept that day as a Sabbath ? This was 
sixty or seventy years after the resurrection, that the first day of 
the week was called " the Lord's day," evidently attadhing to 
it the sacredness of the Christian Sabbath or rest Surely Igna- 
tius must have known, and there cannot be the least shadow of 
doubt, that the primitive Christians, though for a* time they may 
have' kept both the Jewish and the Christian Sabbaths, gradu- 
ally gave up the former, and all came at length to the exclusive 
observance c^the latter. 

In the extract fironv Ptofessor Stuart, we have also the canon 
adopted by the Synod of Laodicea, about the year 3d0« From 
this canon, it appears, that stome who embraced Christianity in 
that age, preferred to keep both the Jevoish and the -Christian 
Sabbath ; but no where does it appear, that any of the new con- 
verts believed that Christ had abolished the institution:, for all 
Christians kept the Lord's day, though all did not keep both. 
Those who kept the Lord's day, or most of them, probably sup- 
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posed, as a matter of coarse, that when the wall of partition be- 
tween the Jews and Gentiles was broken down, all were to re- 
Tert to the original^ or first day, as the Sabbath; and that the 
Jewish, or seventh-day Sabbath, ceased without any direct coin- 
mand. It had been given for a particular purpose, which was 
now accomplished, for there was no longer any necessity that 
the Jews Bhould be kept a distinct people. But all were not of 
this opinion, hence the necessity of this canon, that Christians 
should no longer, any of them, keep the seventh-day Sabbath, 
but still, as before, prefer the Lord's day, and keep only that. 

We shall add a further quotation from Flint, who lived about 
A. D. 107. In his celebrated letter to Trajan, he says of Chris- 
tians, *' They are accustomed to meet on a stated day, before 
light, and to sing among themselves hymns to Christ, as to God." 
Indeed, the celebration of the Lord's day by Christians^ was so 
notorious even to the heathen themselves, that the question was 
always put to the martyrs, ^Dominicum servastiV *Do you 
keep. the Lord'js day V Their answer was equally well known ; 
they all aver it ; 'I am a Christian — ^I cannot omit it' " 

TKEOFmLUs, Bishop of Antioch, A.D. 160, says, " Both custom 
and reason challenge from us that we should honor the Lord's 
day, seemg on that day it was that our Lord Jesus Christ com- 
pleted his resurrection from the dead." See Gumey on the 
Sabbath, pp. 7&-64, Am. ed. We. refer the reader also particu- 
larly to his history of the manner in which the first day of the 
week was kept, from the morning Christ arose until after the 
day of Pentecost. 

IE.ENEUS, a disciple of Polycarp, A. D. 167, who had been a 
disciple of John himself, says, " On the Lord's day, every one of 
w& Chrirtians keeps the Sabbath, meditating on the law, and re- 
joicing in the works of God." Again, "Each of us spends the 
Sabbath in a spirituid manner, meditating on the law of God 
with delight, and contemplating his workmanship with admira- 
tion." 

Dioinrsius, Bishop of Corinth, A. D. 170, and contemporary 
with Iraeneus, in his second letter to the church of Rome, says, 
" To-day we celebrate the Lord's day, when we read your epis- 
tle to us." 

19 
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TsETDLUAH, A. D. 19^ anerts the Latd*adxf%ohe** Uiebdjr 
day of the Christum ehnreh assemblies aiuL hdy wwriiip — and 
that * ererjr eighth day is the Christiaii's festival,' kept as a dajr 
efrgoiciiig." 

Okiobn, a. D. 230». grres similar testuBony to that quoted horn 
Priestly and Calmet i«q[iectiiig Justin Martyr. 

Cttbian, Bishop of Carthage, A* D. 250, takes no notice of 
the old Sabbath, bat repeatedly alfaides to the Lord's day, as 
that which was kept hcdy among Christians. 

EusEBios, A^ D. 311, informs as, that fiom the beginning, the 
Christians assembled on the first day of the ^eek, called by 
them the Lord's day, for the purpose of religions worship, to 
read the Scriptures, and to preach and to edebrate the Lcnd's 
Supper. 

PBorEssoR Stuabt says, '' The imponant testimony of EfH 
sebius, (fl. 320,) in the time of Constantine, has beenunaceoonlp 
ably orerlooked, by all the patristical investigators whom I 
hare yet been able to consult It is contained in his commen- 
' tary oa the Psalms, which is printed in Montfaucon's CoUectia 
Nova Patrum — and some of it is exceedingly to our purpose, and 
withal very explicit 

^ In commenting on Ps. xzL 30 (xxii. 39 in our Engiidi version), 
he says: ' On each day of our Savior's resurrection [i. e, every 
first day of the week], which is called Lord*s day^ we may see 
those who partake of the consecrated food, and that body [of 
Christ] which has a saving ^Scacy, after the eating of it, bowing 
down to him.' pp. 85, 86. 

^* Again, on Ps. xlv. 6, (xlvL 5,) he says : * I think that he [the 
Psalmist] describes the morning assemblies, in which we are ao 
customed to convene throughout the world,"* p. 195. 

" On Psalm Iviii. 17 (lix. 16) he says: *By this is propheti- 
cally signified, the service which is performed very early, and 
every morning of the resurrection day [t. e. the first day of the 
week], throughout the whole world.' p. 272* 

*' But by far the most important passage of all remains to be 
adduced. It is in his commentary on Ps. xcL (xcii), which is 
entitled ^A psalm or song for the Sahhath day.* He begins his 
commentary by stating, that the patriarchs had not the legal 
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Jewish Sabbath; but still, ^giren to the cootemplatioa of divine 
things, and meditating day and night npon the diviae W(Hrd, they 
spent hoty Sabbaths, which were acceptable to God.* Then, 
observing that the Psalm before him has reference to a Sabbath, 
he refers it to the Lord^M day^ and says that ' it exhorts to those 
thiilgs w^hich are to be done on resurrection-day.' He then 
states the precept respecting the Sabbath, as addressed origi- 
nally to the Jews, and that they often violated it. AAer which 
he thus proceeds : ^ Wherefore, as they rejected it [the sabbati- 
cal command], the Wobd [Christ], hythe New Covenant ^ trans- 
lated AND TBANSFEBBED THE FEAST OF THE SaBBATH tO the mOTf^ 

ing lights and gave u» the eymbol of true resty viz. the saving 
Lo&d's DAT, the first [day] of the lights in which the Savior of 
the world, after all his labors among men, obtained the victory 
OTer death, and passed the portals of heaven, having achieved a 
work superior to the six-days' creation.' . . .^ On this day, t^AicA 
is the first [day] of light and of the true Sun we assembUy after 
an interval of six daysy and ceiiBbeate holt and sFnuTUAL Sab- 
baths, even all nations redeemed by him throughout the worlds AND 

DO THOSE THINGS ACOOBDQfO TO TBE SFDUTUAL LAW, which Were do- 

creed for the priests to do on the Sabbath; for we make S{Mritual 
o£ferings and sacrifices which are called sacrifices of praise and 
rejoicing ! we make incense of a good odor to ascend, as it is said ; 
*Let my prayer come up before thee as incense.' Yea, we 
ako present the shew-bread, reviving the remembrance of our 
salvation, the blood of sprinkling, which is of the Lamb of God^ 
who taketh av^ay the sins of the world, and which purifies our 
souls. . . . Moreover we are diligent to do zealously, on that day, 
the things enjoined in this Psalm; by word and work making 
confession to the Lord, and singing in the name of the Most 
High. In the morning, also, with the first rising of our light, 
we proclaim the mercy of Grod toward us; also his truth by 
night, exhibiting a sober and chaste demeanor; and axx things 
whatsoevee that it was dutt to do on the Sabbath [Jewish 
seventh day], THESE WE HAVE TRANSFERRED TO THE 
LORD'S DAY, as more appropriately belonging to it, because it 

HAS A FBECEDENCEyOnJ IS FIRST IN RANK, AND MORE HONORABLE THAN 

THE Jewish Sabbath. For oa that day, in making the world, God 



said, Let there be light and there was light; and on the same 
day, the Son of righteousness arose upon oar souls. Whebb- 
FOBE IT IS DELiTEBSD TO vs [wafMStSorat, it is handed down by tra- 
dition], THAT WE SHOULD KBET TOGETHER ON THIS BAY; and it is 

ordered that we should do those things announced in this 
Psahn.' 

** After some inteiral, he speaks again of the title to the 
Psalm, and says, that it does not so much respect the Jewish 
Sabbath, for * it signiftes the Lord's day and the resurrectiotu 
dayy as we hare proved in other places.' ' This Scripture teach- 
es, [that we are to spend the Lord's day], in leisure for religiotts 
exercises (tu» Ottup dcKoi<av)f and nv cessation and tagatton from 
ALL BODILY AMD UOBTAL woBKB, tohich the Scripture calls Sab- 
hath and rest,* 

** This testimony is so full, so ample, so e^qiress, as to super- 
cede all necessity for comment. It touches both public worship 
and private demeanor. It expressly delares that the usages of 
the Jewish Sabbath (so far as the nature of the case will permit) 
are transferred to the Christian Sabbath ; that Christ himsdf 
made this transfer ; that Christians are to abstain from all bodily 
labor on the Lord's day ; and that they should honor it above all 
other days, by spiritual offerings and works of piety. 

*'Let it be remembered, now, that this testimony comes from 
the ancient historian of the Christian church, who had searched- 
more thoroughly into its usages and antiquities, than any other 
man in the early ages. It comes, moreover, from no bigot. £u- 
sebius was himself a man of an enlightened and vigorous mind, 
and very little influenced by superstition. 

« When all these things are put together, and it is. remember- 
ed that he repeatedly asserts the keeping of the Lord's day 
throughout the Christifln world, how can any fiiir-minded man 
well doubt, whether the Christians of old kept this day sacred, 
and kept it so as not only to vie with, but to outdo the Jews, in 
all the spiritual and holy duties of its consecrated hours ? 

*' When w^e are called upon, then, to give reasons why we keep 
iht first day of the week holy ; our answer is, that we follow the 
example of the apostles and early Christians. We conform to 
a practice, which is in itself reasonable, inasmuch as Christ 
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rose upon tliis day; and which was saactiooed, ad far as we can 
trace, by all Christians for many centuries. And if we are fiir>. 
ther asked how we can build the sanctity of the Sabbath on the 
^urth commandment, and yet not keep the seventh day of the 
week, which that enjoins to be kept; my answer would be, that we 
build on the fourth commandment nothing more, than what may 
be deduced from the &ct, that it was a republication of the ori- 
ginal law respecting the Sabbath, which was first saniitioiied at 
the beginning of the world, and adapted to all the human race. 
One seventh part of the. time, is the essence of this .ccMOomand. 
The particukur day may depend on circumstances, and cannot 
be essentiaL It is important, however, that Christians should 
be agreed as to the day ; and nothing better than the ancient 
usage of the church can be suggested or adopted. 

« One thing appears altogether certain to my min4, viz., that 
where there is no Sabbath, there will be no Christianity ; and 
where the Sabbath is not strictly kept, fervent piety, like that of 
the primitive age of the church, may be looked for in vain." 

ATHAjTAsnJB, A. D. 326, says, <* The Lord transferred the Sab* 
bath to the Lord's day. The emperor Constantino, as soon as he 
eml»aced the Christian fidth, made a law to exempt the Lord's 
day from being judicial." 

Cbstsostou, in the fourth century, in assigning the reasons for 
taking up collections in Christian assemblies, says, " Because 
they did abstain from all works, and the soul was mcare cheerful 
for the rest of the day." 

AuGiTSTiNE, A. D. 360, tells us, that " The Lord's day was, by 
the resurrection of Christ declared to Christians, and from that 
very time it began to be celebrated as the Christian festival" 

Ambeose, a. D. 380, says, " The Lord's day was sacred, or conp 
secrated by the resurrection of Christ." 

EpiFHAinus, in the fourth century, in his sermon upon the day 
of Christ's resurrection, has this expression, " This is the day 
which Grod blessed and sanctified, because in it he ceased from 
all his labors, which he had p^ectly accomplished, the salva- 
tion both of those on earth and those, under the earth." 

Pres. Humphrey says, ** Of THEODoeanm,king of theBavarians, ix 
is recorded, that he would not peni4t hii( subjects to yoke their 
19* 
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caen, or make hay, or cawy it on the Lord's day." ThiBWasin 
the early part of the fifth century. 

Lord Mahsheld days, ** As early as 517, a canon was made 
to prevent jodicial business being done on the Lord's day, or first 
day of the week; that this canon was made a part of the impe* 
rial constitation by Theodosius; re-decreed, or adopted by the 
emperor Cakolus, and Ludovicus; taken into the book of the 
cancm law by GnATiAif , and afterwards confirmed by Wimjam 
the Conqueror and Hezoit the Second^ and so became a part of 
the common law." 

As emperors, kings, statesmen, and jurists became converted 
to the Christian faith, they decreed that the Lord's day, or Chris- 
tian Sabbath, should be kept, instead of the Jewish, and that no 
judicial business should be done on that day, as had been com- 
mon among the Jews and heathen. The Jews kept the seventh 
day, and on the first day could attend courts ; but Christians 
would not, unless compelled to do it "When Christian princi- 
ples prevailed, edicts as above were passed, all as s umin g the ob- 
ligation to observe " the sacred rest.^^ Men who fear Gk)d and 
trust in his mercy, are not ashamed to own their obligations to 
give to him one day in seven. All naticms and governments 
have been benefited, when they have incorporated into their laws 
the requisition to reverence and keep holy the Sabbath. In Eng- 
land it is a part of the common law. The Constitution of these 
United States recognizes the first day of the weekas a Sabbath ; 
as may be seen in Art. L Sect 7. 

Nothing is clearer to our mind than that, even if there were 
no statutes against Sabbath profanation, the offence would be 
punishable by the common law. For it can be clearly shown, 
that disregard of this institution, brings upon a community as 
many evils as that of any other of the commands. The evil 
consequences may not be as immediate, but are no less certain. 
No community can long prosper, without the sacred influence of 
that day. 

In MosHEm's history, as translated by Maglain, it is stated, 
that in the first century, << All Christians were unanimous in set- 
ting apart the first day of the week, on which the triumphant 
Savior arose firom the dead, for the solemn celebration of public 
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worship. This pions custom, which was derived from the ex- 
ample of the church of Jerasalem, was founded upon the express 
appointment of the Apostles, who consecrated that day to the 
same sacred purpose, and was observed unirersaUy, throughout 
all the Christian churches, as appears from the united testimcmy 
of the most credible writers." 

Henrt, in his commentary, says, " All Christians unanimously 
observed the Lord's day.** It is said that there was little dispute 
about the Christian Sabbath during the first three centuries. The 
whole church observed it 

Many of the authors above quoted were scattered about the 
countries bordering on the Mediterranean, Lybia, £g3rpt. Pales* 
tine, Bithynia, Gaul, Rome, Greece, S3rria, and other places. 

^* The Sabbath has been changed," says Bkownlee, *^ from 
the serventh to the first day of the week ; or rather, as we should 
say, it has probably now reverted to that day on which it Was 
observed by Adam and the Patriarchs. It is certain that the 
first Sabbath of Adam, though the seventh day of time, was the 
first entire day that he saw, and it is most natural to suppose, 
and there is nothing repugnant to it in Scripture, that he began 
the computation of the days of the week from the first entire 
day that he beheld. * Thus it may be fairly said, that the Sab-' 
bath became in future generations the first day of the week. 
This argument receives additional strength from the following 
historical facts. When the descendants of Adam apostatized 
from the worship of the true God, they substituted in his place 
the sun, that luminary, which, more than all others,, strikes the 
minds of savage people with rdigious awe ; and which there- 
fore all heathens worship. They carried with them indeed, the 
day oa which their fathers worshiped; but they worshiped the 
sun. Hence the day was called the Sun's day, in the language 
of the respective nations. - Hence, as the leamed Selden has 
shown, Sunday, the day observed by the patriarchs as their Sab- 
bath, was the first day of the week, in the nations of the East, 
and is so still. Thus the Sabbath of the patriarchs was the Sun- 
day of the pagans. The Jews alone, of all the Eastem nations, 
seem to have had the day changed. As God altered the begin- 
ning g[ their year, so he changed the day of their worship from 
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the fint to the serenth daj, to comport with their deliyeiaiice 
on that day from Egypt Hence the fourth precept, viewed as a 
moral precept, and binding oa the chnrch in all ages, is enforced 
by the consideration of God's resting on that day, and sanctifying 
it But, when it is applied to the particolax case of the Jewish 
Church, that precept is enforced by another consideration — 
' the Lord brought thee from Egypt,' kc 

*' When therefore Judaism ceased, the aeronth day Sabbath 
naturally ceased with it And hence considering the divine 
command, that enjoined on Adam and his posterity the keeping 
of the Sabbath to be still in force, (and it never has been repeal- 
ed by God) : it is easy tp see, thax on the abolition of Judaism, 
the Sabbath reverted from the seventh to the first day of the 
week without the necessity of any additional conmiand on the 
subject The first man was created the last of living things, 
after the morning of the sixth day : hence the Jewish doctors say, 
man was created in the evening, that is, the beginning of the 
Sabbath." 

Whether Dr. Brownlee's arguments and cooclnsions relative 
to the reckoning of time from the first day c€ Adam's esdsteDce) 
and its being observed as a Sabbath, and which go to prove that 
we now keep the same day that was originally kept, which is 
most probable, be correct cr not, it should be distinctly under- 
stood that the settlement of this question, in no way affects the 
origin, perpetuity, or existence of the institution. We all agree 
on these points. Whether we keep the very day kept by Adam 
and the Patriarchs, we do not conceive essential, if one seventh 
part of the time be kept holy; and if all, for convenience sake, 
keep the same time, sp &r as may be. The inhabitants of Chi- 
na cannot keep the same hours we do, unless they observe ano- 
ther day as the Sabbath. The most conclusive proof that Dr. 
Brownlee is correct is, that when the attention of the Jews was 
turned anew to this institution, they, to distinguish them from 
other nations, and keep them a distinct people, were directed to 
keep another day than that which had been previously observed. 
Hence when the Jewish dispensation was abolished at the death 
of Christ, it was perfectly natural that the Jews should revert 
back to the observance of the original day, and that any new 
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law, toachiDg either the first or the seventh day Sabbath, should 
be wholly mmecessary; inasmuch as the original law of the 
Sabbath had never beoi repealed. 

After the explicit, decisive, and concurrent testimony of the 
foregoing extracts, touching the practice of primitive Christians, 
can it be reasonably doubted whether the Christian Sabbath 
was observed, by the Apostolic Fathers and their followers, who 
during the first three centuries, almost uniformly kept the first 
day of the week as the Sabbath, instead of the seventh day, 
though some kept both ? Are not the objectors' assertions, ex- 
tracts, and arguments annihilated by the weight of evidence 
which has been adduced ? 

It is not a new thing to find men publishing assertions with- 
out proof. These who write to destroy the Sabbath, rather 
than not effect their object, assert many things which need proof 
to gain credence among intelligent readers. Such we consider 
the assertions, that " There is no authority for the Sabbath," — 
" This authority binds only the Jews," — " The law is abrogated," 
— " The early Christians did not understand that they should 
keep it,"—" They did not keep it ;" and " The New Testament 
nowhere, either directly or by inference, teaches men to observe 
a Sabbath," &c &c. 

But, it is presumed, no one who lays any claim to intelligence 
and candor, will again, after duly considering this subject, assert 
that we have no testimony for the Sabbath. • All such declara- 
tions have no foundation in truth. No one should be misled by 
them. 

We have brought forward but few of the Scriptural argu- 
ments, in support of the positions taken, for they are mainly 
before the public, and in as favorable light, as can be desired; 
and they should be ^miliar to the minds of all who would bener 
fit man or glorify God. 

Objection VI. — ^* Deut. V. opposed to Ex. XX." — ^** The com- 
mand respecting the Sabbath in Ex, xx., is opposed to that in 
Deut. v., and the latter^ if any ^ should be observed.^^ 

It is said that we ought to take the commandments as recorded 
in Deut v. for the moral law. Instead of those in Ex. xx., because 
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MoBes says, *' These words the Lord spake onto all your assem- 
blies; and he added DO more." Thus they endeavor to avoid 
the difficulty of explaining away the reason givtoi in the fourth 
eommandment, as contained in £x. zx., why Uie Sabbath should 
be kepc But let us see how it is. 

From Ex. xix. it appears that the peofde were commanded to 
prepare themselves to hear what the hotd was about to say to 
them, that they might believe Moses for ever. The children ci 
Israel not only heard the thunderings but saw the lightnings, 
the thick doud and the smoke; and heard the vcace which 
caused them to tremble. The Lord talked with them face to 
face in the mount ; and the people were greatly afiraid. They 
heard the commands, and then said to Moses, "Speak thou 
with us," &c. Accordingly he did, and declared to them the 
eeremonial laws. Under these ^circumstances, the law was 
given, and written on tables of stone, and carried down the 
mountain, to be delivered to Israel.. But the two tables con- 
taining them werelnroken. 

Now what was dene ? In Ex. xxxiv., we leam that the Lord 
said to Moses, " Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the fint ; 
and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the 
first tables, which thou brakest." Here we have the promise of 
Qodf that he would write, not only the substance of the com- 
mands, but the words, that were written on the first tables. 
This promise he must have broken, if there was the least va- 
riation in them. 

When the commands were written the second time, no such 
diq[>lay was made, as in the first instance. Moses went up to 
the mount without cerem(xiy* The people were not summoned 
to attend. While Moses was on the mount, the Lord talked 
with him about the ceremonial law, what he would do for his 
pec^le, &c.; and it would seem that as soon as Moses had 
reached the place where God communed with him, that the 
Lord took charge of the tables ; and after forty days, when he 
had made an end of talking with Moses^ Grod gave him tbe two 
tables, on which he had written the ten commandments, as he 
had promised, Ex. xxxiv. In all probability, these moral pre* 
cepts were not again recapitulated in th4 mount. 
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But in Dcfat t., it appears that Moses, wm the preacher and 
not the lawgiver, called the people tog^ether, and said, ^ Hear, 
Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears,'' 
not which the Lord speaks or spake, but which / speak. *^ The 
Lord made a oorenant," not makes a covenant, but made,/or^y 
years ago^ at a great distanee, in Horeb. *' The Lord talked/^ 
not talks ^ *' I stood between the Lord sad you at that time," 
not stand ; that, not this time ; '* £)r ye tMre," not are, " afTaid." 
Now undkar these circumstances, and just before his death, he 
ncapit6dates,9>ear/y yerbatim, the ten commandments as written 
on the tables, which were then and had long been in the ark. 
Here, in. this recapitulation, Moees mentions an additional rea- 
aon, ^^ and remember that thou wast a servant in the land d[ 
Egypt,'* &c, which the Lord had previously given, why Israel 
should keep the Sabbath. This reason was applicable to the 
Jews only, hence this only was mentioned ; while the first rea- 
son, viz. '' fo in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, wherefore'' &e., was kft out ; 
Mat being applicable to the whole world. Is the law, the ten 
commandments, as Grod wrote them, was given for aU men, in 
every age, the reason was given, as in Ex. xx. That reascm 
was applicable to Jew and Oentile, while the last reason was 
applicaUe to the Jew only, and must hare heen. spoken at ano» 
ther time, as was this also, *<that thy man-servant and thy 
ms|id-servant may rest as well as &ou." 

"These word," [or similar,] "the Lord spake unto all your 
assemblies in the mount," &c. Now if it be not true, that 
Moses did not intend to repeat the law verbatim, but merely to 
gwe the substance of it ; but, on the contrary, that the words 
now repeated, were actually engraven oel the two tables, instead 
of those recorded in Ex. xx., then it is evident that the two 
statemoits contradict each other. For though the law, as given 
in Ex. XX., did not contain the additional reason to which we 
have alluded, viz. " that .thy man-servant and thy maid-ser- 
vant may rest as weU as thou," Moses here in Deut. v. 25, says, 
" the Lord spake these ti?ori« unto them in the mount." We 
know he spoke the words written on 'the first tables to tkem in 
the mount, but he did not speak these, for Moses expressly tells 



08, in the commencemait of this aennoD, that he spake them in 
their ean, and they did not go up the second time into the 
monnt. The remainder of this chapter, and the one preceding, 
show condusiTely, that this whole transaction was merely a re- 
capitulatioa of what had long hefore transpired, and was not 
understood to be the original transaction. 

But it is objected that Moses said, "^ and he [the Lord] added 
no more," and therefore the reason, '* for in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
. day and hallowed it," does not now bdong to the command- 
ments. But let the objector know that in Dent v. 12, Moses 
says, ** keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy GnA 
hath commanded thee ;" hath commanded thee, not doth com- 
mand thee. 

Here is all the evidence that is needed, to settle the whde 
questicm. It is manifest therefore that the Lord did add more^ 
as above written, and that all Moses meant in the expression 
was, " the ten commandments, the sum and substance of which 
I now have given you, is all that the Lord added in your hearing, 
because you became afraid of his terrible majesty, and besought 
me to pray the Lord not» to speak any more in your hearing, 
but to speak to m«, and you would obey. He then called me 
up into the mount, where he spoke many other things, among 
which was the ceremcxiial law, which I afterward made known 
to you." Deut. iv. may be read in further proof of this opinion. 

We hope np one will again say, that the commandments, re- 
capitulated by Moses in Deut. v., are the identical ones, verba- 
tim, written on the second two tables of stone, and that those 
recorded in Exodus, do not concern us, and are not the com- 
mands which were on the second tables. 
. It is hoped that every candid inquirer after truth, who has 
followed us thus &r, is fijdly satisfied that the positions we have 
attempted to establish, are sustained ; for it is for the benefit of 
such that we are writing. 
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OjBjEcnoN Vn. — ** This hation acknowledges no eelioion, 
therefore is no more Christian, than Jewish^ Mohammedan, or 

infidel.'' 

Erer since efforts were made in this country, to procure the 
repeal of the law authorizing and directing Sahbath mails, the 
opposers of that rest have been loud in their assertions, that this 
nation is no more Christian than Jewish, Mohammedan, or infi- 
del, &c. From this sentiment, we beg leave to dissent. It is 
neither just nor safe. 

But, has this nation no religion ? All civil governments, of 
any value to the people over whom they were exercised, have 
been founded on some religion ; and every government has been 
wise and salutary in proportion to the wisdom, the truth, and 
the benign influence of the religion upon which it was founded. 
France, in modem days, attempted to re-model her govern- 
ment. She took it from the foundation of Christianity, but 
placed it upon the sand ; on no religious system whatever. This 
was effected by infidels and atheists — enemies of the Sabbath, 
and of the Christian religion ; like our opponents. History is 
ftdl and ample in the records of her fall. The bloody waves of 
anarchy, dashing from boundary to boundary, soon washed away 
tMs foundation ; but not until many thousands of her best citi- 
zens had been overwhelmed in the awful flood. 

To be ruled by wicked men, in a republican government, is 
unspeakably more to be dreaded, than to be under their control 
in monarchical governments, — just as a hundred devils, each 
having conflicting interests, and let loose upon a community, 
would be worse than pne. 

The government of these United States was founded on reli- 
gion, and that religion is neither the Jewish, the Mohammedan, 
the pagan, the deist's, the infidel's, nor the atheist's ; but it is 
the Christian religion. The proof will be given hereafter. The 
genius of the government which we wished to form, required 
jnst such a religion as the Christian religion ; and no other 
could aid, either in the formation or maintenance of it. When 
formed, its success was to depend wholly upon the existence and 
predominance of its pure, holy, ennobling, and felicitating in- 
20 
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floaiees. In propoftion as this influeDce should be counteracted, 
would the foundatkm ci this goremment be undennined. Hence 
the necessity of doing nothing, natianallyy contiazy to this reli- 
gicm ; but eyerything which would be calculated to insure the 
perpetuity of this holy alliance. Because, were we to abolish 
this religion, or suffer its influence to be weakened, it would de- 
stroy the g07emment which was founded upon it, and untie 
every ligament which holds the community together. The 
government which the United States desired to construct was, 
in many of its features, new. Those who met to settle its prin- 
ciples, and organize it, it seems, from the history of the trans- 
action, were men who felt their responsibilities, and their need 
of divine guidance. They felt the need of wisdom from the 
Christian's God ; and were not ashamed to acknowledge this, 
and ask for it The Christian religion, therefore, was the very 
thing they wanted. They were not afraid of it. It was their 
best friend, yea, the only friend on which they could safely rely. 

At the time of the organization of this government, there 
were probably a few Jews in this nation. Whether there were 
any Mohammedans or pagans within the limits which composed 
the Union, is not material to our argument. There were a few 
infidels and deists. Suppose, in this crisis, a Jew had arisen in 
the Convention, and objected to the first article in the seventh 
section of the Constitution, because it recognized the Christian, 
instead of the Jewish Sabbath ; and also, dated from the " year 
of out Lordy What would have been the answer? Surely, 
with the greatest unanimity,, the response would have been : 
" We have chosen to pattern aftw the Christian^ instead of the 
Jewish religion." 

Suppose, again, a Mohammedan or Pagan had arisen, and 
objected to prayers being offered to 4^mighty God ; to publish- 
ing and distributing the Bible, and to the requisition of oaths in 
courts of justice : what answer would have been given ? With 
equal unanimity would the response have been, " With your 
religion for our model, we could never form such a govemment 
as is contemplated, much less could we 5t^^a»n it. We must 
have the benign aid of the Christian religion, or we can never 
have a. rc;)MWican govemment." Suppose, again, an infidel, a 
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deist, or an atheist of the modem schod, had arisen, and objected 
to all allnsioQ to the Bible, or theOhristian institutioiis, and even 
to die acknowledgment of a Supreme Being, asserting that this 
nation should recognize no rdigioi ; what would have been the 
answer in this case ? Doubtless, it would have been— Sirs, you 
must be the enemies of the government we would establish. To 
form it without a Protector and Supporter, and to leave it to the 
uncertain freaks of popular caprice, would be bringing it into 
ezist^ice without a possibUity that that existence could be either 
b^eacial or prolonged. The government could not haoe hem 
formed on their plan. That Convention, if they had complied 
with the wishes of these men, coidd never have framed such a 
government as the people wanted. 

But a Sabbatarian rises and says— I believe in the Christian 
religion, and go all lengths with yon in the thing you want, and 
in the methods of obtaining it, except one. I want the first arti- 
cLe in the seventh section of die Consdtndoa so altered, that it 
will recognize the sevendi, instead of the first-day Sabfaadi. 
What would have been the reply in this case? Boul^leas it 
would have been— We do not sit here to setde controvcfBies be- 
tween the different sects of the Christian religion. If toe should 
comply with your wishes, the people would not They call for 
the fiiBt-day Sabbath, and they must have it. It may be your 
nusfortune to be in the minority in this particular. If it be «»- 
tolerable^ yon must go where the objecdon does not exist; or 
stay among us, submitting to the will oi the people. 

But the govemmoit is formed, and these classes have acco- 
mukted upon our hands. Now, says the objector, shall We 
make laws forbidding the Jew, the Mohammedan, the infidel, 
the deist, the atheist, to express their sentiments, and to state 
their reasons for these sentiments ? Surely not, any more thaft 
we did at first 

But the laws already adopted by the different States, and the 
C<»isdtudon of the United States, interfere more or less with the 
practice of all these religions. A man may not sacrifice himself 
to an imaginary deity. He may not take the name of Grod in 
Tain. He may not commit in&ndcide. He may not break the 
Sabbath. He may not take away the life of an aged parent. 
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beeause he is aged. He may not suffer' self>immolati(m. He 
may not have many wives. He may not worship many gods. 
He may not c ommit any of the unrighteous acts of Mohanmie- 
dans. He may not ridicule and despise the Christian's Bible and 
the Christian's Grod — ^because the doing of any of these things, 
and of many others allowed by Jews, Mohammedans, pagans, 
infidels, deists, and atheists, or permitting them to be done, will 
greatly weaken the influence which the Christian religion has 
orer the conmiunity, and necessarily weaken the pillars of our 
goremment. We are to-day as much bound to guard this gor- 
emment against any such encroachments, as our Others were to 
guard against the admittance of any thing into the Constitutioii 
which would endanger our safety, or destroy our existence. 
Those who object to a Sabbath and the Christian religion, are 
continually making new and vigorous attempts to get these 
^' objectionable things" out of our Ccmstitution and State laws. 
They would alter the structure of our govemment Not daring 
to attempt to strike out the Christian Sabbath at a blow, they 
hare enacted a law compelling certain of our citizens, uniformly 
to desecrate its sacred hours. This they knew would ultimate- 
ly, if ccmtinued, lead to its total abandonment. Perhaj>s the 
next attempt will be to do away oaths in courts of justice, Sec 
As one error leads to another, our course now is downward. 

'* No nation, either ancient or modem, (with the monitory ex- 
ception of revolutionary France,) ever attempted to -organize a 
government without recognizing some religion ; and no govem- 
ment ever existed in a civilized nation which did not acknow- 
ledge itself bound by the religion of the. nation over which it 
presided. In accordance with this principle, every Christian 
nation on the other side of the Atlantic considers Christianity as 
the very foundation of its political instituticms. 

" Great Britain, the nation from which we are descended, has 
engrafted her constitution and laws upon it ; and acknowledged 
its authority paramount to all human enactments. In the case 
of the King vs. Walston, (Strange 834,) the Court of King's 
Bench would not suffer it to be debated whether de&ming Chris- 
tianity was not an offence punishable at common law : alleging 
that whatever struck at the root of the Christian religicHi, tended 
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to dissolre mU. goremment The Court of Eiag'8 Beaeh i 
tint CiurisCiaBity was a part of the law of the land. The i 
doctrine was recognized by Lord KenjoB, in July, 1797, in the 
case of the King vs. WiUiams, for the pi^blicatian of ' Pame*$ 
Age 0f Reason: " 

But " our goTemment," we are told, ** is free £rom reiigumi 
tests and. religious establishments — and is not bound by ooe re> 
ligion more than another." " It is tnity the happiness and glory 
of our country that it has cast off the intolerance of a bigoted, 
nairow-uunded priesthood, as well as the imperious claims of a 
regal master. But it by no means follows that it has so entirdy 
repudiated Chri&tuuiity, that the authority of Jehovah must not 
be acknowledged." We know ii^dels and deists claim this ; 
and it seems that they would pull this natkm down from that 
high ^soinence upon which Christianity has placed her, rather 
than have it appear that Christianity. has had anything to do 
with her elevation. Therefore they ridicule the Christian's Grod 
and his ordinances, and cry, " Priestcraft and persecotkm," ia 
order to induce weaker minds to r^ect the Christiaa religkn* 
Thus, by degrees, they endeavor to accomplish- the thing at 
which they have long been aiming. But they never will destroy 
Ihe ChxistiBn religion. They fnay be the means of breaking us 
in pieces. They have already ta«ght the people to contemn Grod, 
and disregard his claims— and the wicked bear rule. A day of 
darkness and dread is at hand. The nation which hates God, 
God will -destroy and cast off. . A nation of infidels and deists 
bates Gedj and we are rapidly becoming such a nation. 

In the proceedings of that body which fiamed our Constito* 
tion, and in the several documents relating to our national organ* 
ization, as well as the practice of many of our first Congresses, 
it will appear that this nation, at that time, recognized the Gt)d 
of the Bible as the tnae God, and as their and our God— the 
Christian religion as their and our religion ; and the GhristiBn 
Sabbath as their aiad our Sabbath. 

There was to be sureno " union of Church and State," as there 

is in some parts of Europe. Let God be praised that there was 

AQt. If Jews, Mohammedans, pagans, infidds, and ddsts, chose 

to come amoi^ us and enjoy the bleaosigs consequent on an ob^ 

20* 



2H tRE flABBAIH. 

senrmnee <^ the Christian religion, rather than to stay among 
their own class, and share the unutterable calamities and degra- 
dation which are tmiTerMil and indispensable accompaniments 
ci their religion, let them come. So long as their acticxis and 
words did not militate against the Christian religion, and there- 
by endanger oar political institutions, their persons and property 
would be protected. And by conforming to our wholesome laws, 
they might become as erne of us. 

The laws and the Constitution of this country nerer contem- 
plate that a Mohammed, a Voltaire, or a Nero, might come 
among us and insist on his right to a change in our laws, to meet 
his case, nor that we are bound to conform to &em in opinion 
and practice, and thereby introduce a poison into our bosoms, 
which would inevitably produce national as weU as moral death. 

Now we say that those infidels, or others of like sentiment, 
who caused human blood in torrents to flow through the streets 
of France, have no right to come among us and do the deeds 
which infidels perpetrated there ; because such acts wouM unap 
Ttndably produce the same results in this hitherto happy nation. 
Such sentiments and conduct would destroy us. It is t^mie this 
people knew, that as certainly as we give the infidel and the 
deist the things for which they have long been contending, and 
which they loudly claim as their right, we shall soon become 
an infidel nation — ^worship the infidel's god, and share the infr 
del*s «^ory." 

They now boldly say, ''we have a right to profime your Sab- 
baths, because we do not believe ina Sabbath — and the atheist 
has a right to testify in your courts of justice, without swearing 
by your Grod, because he does not believe in any God — the laws 
of your country to the contrary notwithstanding.'^ We deny the 
position taken by these men. They have no right so to act. 
God never gave them that right; nor should they have it, be* 
cause, by the observance of the Christian Sabbath and the Chris- 
tian religion, our prosperity and our government are to be per- 
petuated, and they cannot be by any other means. Their coa- 
duct, in corrupting the nation and bringing the God of the Bible 
into ccmtempt, is against all divine, and should be against all 
human law. The fiamers of our C(xistitution and c^our laws 
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would never hare allowed such oondnct Then away with the 
notioQ that Jews, Mofaammedans, pagans, infidels, deists, and 
atheists hare a right to come among ns and d6 the things 
(though agreeable to their religion,) which will assuredly, if 
allowed, overthrow this goremment! Those who hold such 
notions are not only enemies to the Christian religion, but to 
erery civil government under heaven. They are the enemies of 
the human race ; and it is much to be feared, that they are 
nearly prepared to act over in this country the scenes so shock- 
ing to humanity, which transpired in France not many yean 



These men have already made such advances, that they citea 
declare there ought to be no law regulating moral conduct. ^ If 
a man's rdigion," say they, ^* would allow of polygamy, or pro* 
miscuot^ sexual intercourse, there should be no law forbidding 
it, at any time, or under any circumstances. Or, if a man 
chooses to throw his children into the Ganges— bury his parents 
alive — see wives bum on the funeral pile — worship devils, or 
330,000,000 of gods, he should enjoy the privilege." But we 
deny the chiim which is here made. For by such a course they 
not only destroy themselves, but multitudes of others. 

" And as certajnly as a nation turns aside from the path, and 
causes the Holy One of Israel to cease from befc»re them ; and 
as certainly as atheism, licentious morals, and the contempt of 
the Sabbath and of the gospel pervade thebmd, so certainly will 
the same sanguinary scenes be acted over again, which have 
desolated other nations that would not obey God." There is but 
one alternative before us : we must either give up our infidelity 
and deism, and acknowledge the Christian's God as the God of 
this nation, and give him that place which he claims, or he will 
dash us in pieces, " like a potter's vessel." 

RELIGION RECOGNIZED BY THE CONSTITUTION. 

Was the Christian religicxi common in this country in the days 
when our government was formed ? Let Dr. Franklin answer 
the inquiry, as he did in 1751, when he was holding the c^ce 
of Deputy Postmaster^General, and wrote for the information of 
those across the Atlantic, who had asked for it He says : 



'^Sctioni religkm, under itt YBiioot dcMonunstioBs, wnoCanly 
tolerated, but req|»eeted aid piaeticed. Atkeitm ia unkaown— 
viifiddity rare and aeciet ; so that persons may liye to a gnat 
age, in tittteoiintry, without harag their pietyehocked by mee^ 
ing with either an atheist or an inideL" 

No one, it is presumed, will pretend to question the conqie- 
teney or the correctness of this witness. He must have known 
the extent of infidelity, tertainiy, if one himself, (as our objector 
daims,) and he doubtless spoke the truth. 

In 1787, the National Conyention ^ reported a Coostitatioa 
for a general Groyemment This Constitution made a regard 
§» the existence and attributes of God indisqpensable in every 
Indiyidual whom it entrusted with an office : fcHr it bound them 
by the sanctity of an oath, ot solemn affirmation, and assumed 
aa its national designation of time, the era of a Being whom it 
was pleased to honor as ' Our Locd ;' and moreovsr pronded a 
Sabbath for the conscience of the President" The Constitutioa 
then recognized one Supreme Being, Jesus Christ, and the Chri»* 
tian Sabbath. What will the infidd, deist, atheist, Jew, Mo- 
hammedan, or pagan say to this 1 ^ Ah ! that Constimtion wiU 
never do — ^it does not si^ciently recognize my rel^ious rights. 
Though it acknowledges a religion, it does not acknowledge our 
Bdigicn, but one which we hate with perfect hatred. It wiU 
not do,^* But the CohstittUion, the remonstrances of these men 
to die cantrary notwithstanding, was adopted. 

Let us see further what religion this nation adopted and cher- 
ished when in her infancy. 

^^ The Christian religion is founded on, and cherished by, the 
sacred volume, called the Old and New Testaments. Oaths, 
too, were- then necessary, and the religious &ith of the nation 
is their only bond. Bibles were wanted— the commeree with 
Great Britain * was cut off—and they must be procured from 
some other source. Accordingly a committee of Congress was 
appointed, in 1777, to confer with the printers, with the view of 
striking off an edition of 30,000, at the expense of Congress. 
The committee finding the difficulty of obtainmg types and par 
per so gseat, recommended Congress (the use of the Bible being 
so uniyefsal, and its importance so great) to direct the commit- 
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tee of commerce to import, at the expense of Caogrem 20,000 
English Bibles, from Holland, Scotland, or elsewhere, into the 
different States of the Union;' and the Congress ordered the im- 
portaticxi. In 1780, when it was foimd, from the diemnstances 
of the wars, an English Bible could not be imported, and no 
qnnion could be formed how long the obstruction might con- 
tinue, the Congress again resumed the consideration of printing 
the Bible, and the matter was referred to a committee of three. 
An indiyidual was found who would undertake the work, and 
in 1782, C(»igress appointed a committee of three to attend to 
the edition contemplated by Robert Aikin, of Philadelphia. The 
committee ' haying attended to the progress of the work, and 
engaged the assistance of the chaplains of Congress,' — ^where- 
xxpaa it was * Resolved, That the United States, in Congress a»- 
sembled, highly approve the pious and laudable undertaking, as 
subservient to the interests of religion^ [not Mohammedan, Jewish, 
infidel, deist, or pagan, but the Christian Religion,] and being 
satisfied of the care and accuracy in the execution of the work> 
recommend this edition of the Bible to the inhabitants of the 
United States.' What intolerance thus to aid in diffusing the 
Bihle^ instead of the Koran, or the Shaster, and grieving the con- 
sciences of [iofidels,] deists, and atheists." 

What do objectors now think about a majority of the firamers 
of the Constituti<xi being anti-christian ? 

We know this is not the same body which framed the Coch 
stitution ; but many of the members of this body were members 
of the Convention. Both bodies possessed a similar spirit Who 
can now doubt that this nation recognized the Christian religion 
as its religion ; and that those men who firamed the Constitution, 
as well as those who helped to administer it for many years, 
believed in and cherished the Christian religion ? 

FASTS. 

In 1776, we find the late Governor LivingstcHi obtaining leave 
tnd presenting a resolution to Congress for a national &st, which 
is in the following words : "That it becomes," &c. " Congress, 
therefore, desirous to have people of all ranks and degrees duly 
ioopressed with a solemn sense of God's superintendhig provi- 



d«nce, and of their duty derootly to relf , in all their la^dtil enter- 
prises, on his aid and protection, do earnestly recommend that 
Friday, the 17th day o[ May next, be obeenred by the said Colo- 
nies, as a day of humiliation, fitting, and prayer ; that we may, 
by a sincere repentance and amendment of life, throogh the 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, obtain his pardon : and if 
our unnatural enemies, continuing deaf to the Yoice of reason 
and humanity, are inflexibly bent on war, it mAy please the Lord 
of hosts, the God of armies, to animate our officers and soldiers; 
earnestly beseechiug him to bless our ciyil rulers and the repre- 
sentatires of the people, preserve and strengthen their union," 
kc 

^ The citizens respectfiilly receired this aSaal ooomraniea- 
tion. The Divine Being heard, and, as they thought, Uessed 
the goremment and nation on said day. Congress. adjourned, 
and joined in the solemnities." 

In the same year. Congress recommended another day of &st- 
mg and prayer, in the following words : 

** Whereas, the war is likriy to be carried to the greatest ex- 
tremity ; and whereas it becomes all public bodies, as well as 
private persons, to reverence the providence of Gk)d, and look up 
to him as the Supreme Disposer of all events, and ihe Arbiter ci 
the &te of nations," Ace. — at the same time ** Resolved, That 
Congress be opened every morning at ten o'clock, Swudays ez- 
cqyted." 

Surely a nation has nothing to fear from such ^ emU^hnsHaiC^ 
men as fonned diese two Congresses. 

In February, 1778, another committee was appointed by Con- 
gress to prepare a recommendation to the people of the United 
States, to set apart a day of &sting, humiliation, and prayer : 
April 22dwas set apart f<» that purpose. The prodamation 
was more fiiUy and humbly expressed than the former, but 
breathed the same spirit. Congressjoinedinit 

Another fiist was observed by Congress, on the first Thurday 
of May, 1779, and bore the signature of*' John Jay, at that time 
President of Congress.'' A part of it is as follows : 

*' The States are recommended to apply themselves to prayer, 
that God would be pleased to avert impending calamities, that 
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he would grant us his grace to repoit of our sins, and amend 
our lives, according to his holy word ; * * * that he will diffuse 
useful knowledge, and extend the influence of true religioji." 

The religion of his " Holy Wosd," which forbids labor on 
Sunday : not the religion ci the infidel, or Jew, or pagan. 

In March, 1780, another c(Hnmittee was appointed for the 
same purpose, and the last Wednesday of April was set apart as 
the day. In 1781, another fiist was ordered to be kept on Thurs- 
day, the 3d of May. In 1782, another was observed on the hist 
Thursday of April ; and " early in 1783, the Divine Being, whom 
the Congress had sa often nationally and officially honored, vouch* 
safed peace to the Union." 

In each of these proclamations for a &st, the spirit of true 
Christianity is breathed, and Congress adjoumed to join in sup- 
plications to the Christian's Grod, for his protection, forgiveness, 
and blessing ; confessing their sins, and humbling themselves on 
account of them. Congress also adjoumed to unite in the reli^ 
gious services of Grood Friday. Away with the objector's ca- 
lunmy ; it is as base and fiilse as ever was uttered by the " ac* 
cuser of the brethren." What would those Congresses have 
said to a proposition, at that period, to desecrate the holy day of 
God — to give the sancticai of the nation to it ? They were good 
men, and the people were blessed. Would that our rulers could 
now be induced to engage in such acts of acknowledgment of 
their dependence on the Christian's Grbd, and manifest such a 
disposition to sustain Ms laws. 

There is other evidence to show that this nation recognized 
the Christian religion, and that the framers of the Constitution 
were not " antirchristian men." 

THANKSGIVINGS. 

Each year from 1777 to 1783 inclusive, we find Congress ap- 
pointing days for national thanksgiving and prayer, which were 
duly observed. On motion of John Randolph, in 1781, October 
24th, it was " Resolved, That Congress will, at 2 P. M., this 
day, go in jnrocession to the Dutch. Lutheran church, and return 
thanks to Almighty Grod, for" — &e. 

In the proclamation for a day of thanksgiving, we find 



timcnU of piety expressed in the following and similai lan^ 
gnagc:— 

^ That all the people assemble on that day to offer fervent 
snpplications to the Grod of all grace, that he would incline our 
hearts, fix the futare, to keep all his laws, and that he would 
cause the knowledge of Christianity to spread all over the earth" 
— ^^ abore all, to praise him that he hath continued to ns the 
light of the blessed gospel j and to supplicate him, that he would 
cause pure religion and virtue to flourish." 

It would seem that the wise and patriotic men of those times 
believed that the ** blessed gospel," not the Koran, nor the Shat- 
ter, but the Christian system, was better adapted to the wants of 
men than any other system; and their conduct shows that they 
did not entertain views congenial |o the feelings of infidels and 
deists of our day. Had both lived at the same time, they would 
have been antipodes in sentiment and acticm. We see no lack 
of proof that the framers of our Constitution, and the men who 
first administered it, were not anti-christian, as our objectors 
would have us believe. It is perfectly evident that these men- 
were not ashamed to own their accountability to God, and their 
dependence on him : nor were they ashamed or afraid to recog- 
nize the Christian religion,.in their national capacity! They had 
discernment, fidelity, piety, and patriotism enough to prompt 
them to make a wise choice, when they laid down the Christian 
religion as the foundation of this government, instead of the 
Jewish, Mohammedan, pagan, infidel, or deistical religion. God 
be praised for the noble deed. 

But it appears that many of the members of Congress, for the 
last twelve or fifteen years, have been ashamed to acknowledge 
God; and infidels have united with them to prove that we have 
no Sabbath, and that this nation knows no religion. She may, 
in her riches and pride, have forgotten her religion ; but she 
once had a religion, and that was the Christian. She ought to 
have it still. 

Infidels would have us believe that the Jew, the Mohamme- 
dan, and the pagan, have as much claim to legislation in favor 
of their religion, as Christians have a right to expect that Con- 
gress will not legislate against theirs. But these pleas are all 
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false — a mete ^dbteifofe to ri4 themsdres.of all accountalHlity 
to the.laws (tf Grod and man. . ^ , 

CHAPLAINS. 

- - . * •• • • • • 

There is one^&ct more, in connectioa with this point, from 
which ^fe gather furthep testimony > I 

In 1776y the Congress of the United States, « Resolved, That 
a fthyplft^T^ ^e appointed to each regiment'-in the /coQtinental 
armyi" In 1777, " Resolved, That chuplfifins .he appointed to 
the ho^tak." 'In 1788, Congrei^ ^^ earnestly reconunended to 
theBxat^ and Qffice];9 of ■ the army, to discountenance -profane- 
nes^ acnd vice ;" and solemnly, more <than -tmce, j^esolved that 
^* trxle religton and -good njorala are. the only solid foundation^ of 
pal]die liberty arid happincss,-^Bolicited Ohri^tian. ministers to 
preach at thefonerals of- deceased members." From the cob^ 
meftceoaentxf- their sittings, Christian ohairfains-were ajH^inted 
td'opesL thdr sessicaii^ with-piayer^ 

• - * . • • - ♦ 

. . STATE LAWS. ' 

•- ' ' • . 

The several States which own tanals and raiUoads^ should 
dose themr on Sunday ; and not corrupt the morals of their citi- 
z^s, ubdennine our goveimnent, and sin against Godf by per* 
mittiiig *^en^ to be used.on- that day. Ev^arr good citizen oughl 
to remdQStxate against sjich a pnystice. 4nfidels and. deists, al- 
ways ready to carp- wheheyet anything is said or done to- cross 
their path c^ blood, oyer the bodies* and souls a[ mai, have said 
— " WelU then, the Jffw who will not wodt-on Saturday, acced- 
ing to that docti^e, should call on the legislattures VJ make laws 
prevBntirig work gn Saturday." It has been-dearly^hown tlu^t 
^ nation recOgiri?es the ChristiaJi, instead of the Jewish reli- 
^on.- Moreover, we have never called m the States to make 
any laW whatef er, about indwidutil or corporate property,.though 
itmightbe^propertodoso.. The States ^oiAd, not nm boats 
and cars, nor suffer them to be run, en the Lord's day, on their. 
4!aBal& and railroads, putting the money thus earned, into .the 
treasiffy, because we ate a Christian nation; aAd such. .an- act 
tends to destatoy -the. Christian .religion, and Oiff gpvemment. 
The same miay be said of national property. Neither the States 
21 
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AC* the natioA has ^.ri^t to ooumit Mtih a fudoUal aet. If we 
ware an Infidel or pagan nation, then, so iar as dvU- ^w, and 
OPT religion were eonoemed, there would be no objection." . But 
now they have no euch right, civil or divine. By continuing tke 
practice, they dishonor God, rain men, nad will, ere long, writhe 
under the disi^easore of that Being who has said, " Remiieia^ 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." 

Infi4el8 say^ our Elates Jiave no right to legidate on religioiL 
Our Sabbath laws ought to be repealed. In other words, we 
suppose -they would be understood to say,-*^* U'we choose to cor- 
rapt your youth, contaminate your mcoals, and. dcstrosr your re* 
ligion, you haye no right to make a lawto pserent it, thou^ our 
conduct would assuredly lead-to that resdt We have thrown.off 
the gorenunent of God, because we do not. believe there is ahy 
God; and now we would thiN>woffthegovernmcnt<^ man; be- 
cause we believe maiL wouldjdo better without any government 
We hate the Christian religion, aad we know how it can be ^e^ 
stroy ed ; and if yoi} let us al<me, it shall be destroyed. You s^iall 
let us at<»e, because you have no right to make a law touching 
religion." 

"^ We would ask, is it rational to suppose that the government 
andnation, in 1776, were not Christian,^and knew no religion ? — 
when the United States, in Congress assembled; (4ho^gh there 
were then Jews; and possibly a few deist^) yet ^ffitftally pro- 
moted the circulation of the Old and New. Testaments, i>ound 
themselves by the sanctity of ai| oath, on the fioly Volume ; re- 
joiced^ * above all' An the possession oT the €rOe())el of peace, at* 
tributed all natiDnal Mess|ngs to Almighty God^ implored, sudd 
reoommended the people to implof e, fads direction iir their coun- 
cils, and his forgiveness of their imus, thiougb the mertts of the 
Divine Redeemer; and measured-pnr national existeAee by ' the 
year of our Lord {* whefn-they urged the SttCtes tochoi^ 'i>ve 
and undefiled religion,' which the States never imdetstood to be 
Other than the Christian; when Jthey carelully provided and 
paid Chrijstiaa chaplains; <^ wtribus deikominatimw, that thw- 
armiefty navies, and hospitals, might be stfi^lied with Christian 
instruction lind consolation ; when they reverently waiyed na- 
fidsal businessmen the.Stf>bath, while a'Clsrfstian uAtlon was en- 
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gag«d Ja wonhipng tbe Fatkerc^ moKstes; and erea teotoly 
accommodated those deiuwuiialioDs jhat wovld c^ebrate the 
cmcifizkii ^ the Redeemer ? We ahatf see that the spirit of 
^6, on these subjects^ was still alive in the admiiustzatioii of 
Waahmgton, If, t^^ralbre, our govemmeikt is no longer Chri»* 
tim, bat Jewish^ Mohammedan, pagaa, or atheistioal, it is ii^ 
cumbent en those who decktf e it it aati'ehristiaii, * to poiBt oot 
token and Aoto the change was istrodiieed*' " Undier thi* head wa 
have quoted largely from Logic and Law. 

Bekxe closing the remarks on this point we add an extract 
from Rev; Eiaii JohnsL 

** Here, I would abk, are iK)t the representatiyes of the people, 
with all their magistrates, chosen by the people, bound to de- 
vise and to carry into effect measures to aid tbem in the pursuit 
of happiness ? Elected for this purpose, are not legislatures in 
doty hoond to enact all' the* laws ia their judgment adapted to 
answer theead of th^ appointment? Agam, are not all oinr 
laws designed to prevent, the ill-disposed from violating the 
nghta of our fellewH^tizens^ Again^arenot indecent exposures 
of hooian person, as well as other kideceneies, punishable by 
law — punishable beeaABe injurkma lo morais ? Are not certain 
thipgs cognizable by law, under the name ^ "p*fMiie«>i because 
thqr &re found i»€judicial to healtli ? Is not the dtsturbanee of 
publie, sepial Wjixship, at once a mfisaatce ai^ an infting gn wiit of 
right? Who will deny, that the rumblmg c^ a long string of 
wagons, Uie cracking of whips, and the blowing of h(»ns, in 
front <^a church, during puUic wonhip, is a dreadfrd nuisance? 
* * f Has any person, the iiardihood to doiytbat Uies« 
acnre evils may- be legUimately prevented by laws adapted to the 
nature of eadica&e? To give an affirmative answer to each of 
these questions, every candid p^rspn would feel himself impelled, 
when censid«ring that &cts have deiqonstrated, and, if cited,, 
would bgqln show dearly and fiiUy that suck is the constitution 
given, by divine Ffovid^ce. Xq man and beasts -of labor, a^ to 
make the fest of the Sabbath indispensable, to^ secure tbTe greit* 
^ attainable .portion of hiq[gpiness. Who then will have the 
audacity tQ.si|y, that the advocates of the Christian Sabbathare 
not authorized ip their exertions to lave it k^t holy tgr the most 
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deaily erident moral prineiples ; ur, whieh amoimts to ttieapae 
thing, by the dirine Author of natme" 

But whether the Mends or adroeates <^ the Sd[>bath towsh 
this pdnt or not, they ^aie most shameftdly msalted and most 
Tilely aspersed, by persons apparently deteimined to eoavmce 
die world, that the tale of the frog and the ox is not fabnldnsL'' 
If paUic«nd omtward acts of Sabbath deseoratioa are not jxo- 
hibited by government in State laws, such a day and soch agor- 
enmient, especially if repabfiean, canno( be sustained. 

See also remarks akndy made in the P kh t iohb to the tw'en- 
ty<<6fth Congress, third session, 1837 and 1838, page ISAdS. 

Objection Vllt — " Works or potlIc unLmr may be done on 

StTNDAT." . 

The objector often eJKUses his TiolatioiL of the Sabbath by say- 
ing that the examplaof Christ Justifies works df public utility on 
Sunday. 

In all the examples Christ has gixen, relative to works, which 
are appropriate to the Sabbath, not one of them, we belkrs, re* 
lates to works, other than merciful. " Works of necessity and 
mercy," <m which so much stress b often laid, is not Bible Ian-, 
guage. However high its authority, many are led astray by it 
Christ taught by example mid precept, that the sick jnight be 
healed, a horse might be watered, an animal in the ditch might 
be helped out on the Sabbath. He does not adduce instances of 
wasting grain, mouldering and bleaciiing hay, canning the i^ail 
in ** eaten of .emergency^ traveling on journeys, running of boats, 
rail-cars and stages, &c. &;c. None of tHese. - The language oS. 
the law of the Sabbath is sufiSiciently explicit to convince the 
plainest man, that to do sudi works is a* breach c^ that law, 
Christ's words in. relation to this subject, were doubtless called 
finrth by th^ over-righteous Sbribes and Pharisees.* They were 
even opposed -to hb healing a man whose right hand was with- 
ered. The disease was doubtless considered incurabfe by man ; 
and Jesus might never again pass time way. Jesus loved meroy, 
not. sacrifice. No works^^ which men consider as nepessary, oM^ 
from mercy, were s^pedfied ; for by the law man was Ibrbidden to 
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ioanshWoAoatheGMmitu 'iSis^piygshalt thou labor and clo 
all. iky woik." Hete is the genenU rales. Of ail kinds of jvork, 
woAs of marcy, meDtioaBd % our Smoty are the exceptions 
Any Qoe's Tegular business, can usually bedone before the Sab> 
badifOr after ix: emergencies cfm-geaoally be foreseen «ad pn^ 
Tided fer^-fio that the loss shall \fe less^ by n^lecting it on the 
Sakkmihj than by doing it^ and breaking a known command of 
God. But the call for works of meicy d^ot alwa3rs be fore- 
seeiriukd guarded against; hence the necessity of reUering-suf- 
fedog^matureiwlieKeT^and'wheaeyev it maybe found.'. . 

. ' A SUPPOSED CASE. 

^ut, suppose there ^e Christian brethren who wish to cross 

the Rocky Mountains to preai^ the Gbspel to the poor Indians; 

and .they need the protection and. assistance- of the' camyaas 

which, tm^eerse* those dmgoous and .pathless -wilds, but which 

do. not ke^ the Sabbath. " The command is, * Go, preach my 

Gps^p^.to- cTSfy crcatture ;' and these men are called to 'go ; "but 

if.diey go, they must either tniTel on that d^y, or expose them- 

sdvds to be robbed of all their goods, and parish by the hands of 

say^^es. What shall be done? ShaUr^i^traYel on Sunday, or 

su^.and $eby the hands of the. wicked, as in such dreumsfisnces 

th^ undoid>tedly would ?" Things are assumed here which are 

not*gsaated^ That the QoBpd should be preaiShed to all aatioBS, 

and tliat it is'tiie duty cf some peraons tOgoand preach* it. to the 

IndinBs, no ttae friend of man or df God wiH deny. But wko 

the persc»s are that should go, and how. they shall gp, is quite 

VKither thing* -The command, to ^ go, 'preach,^, is admitted to 

be-imperattre, as .is idso "ip it thou shalt hot dp any work." 

But what is to be done ? Why, the-Crospel nmt be preachedi 

and nnea innst go to ihe field ; lind, if there be no other way to 

mch it, but by domgebme work on Sunday, such as managin g 

a ressel at* sea, that comes tHthin the rule which Chr&t kud 

down, and .m«cy cries; gb^ teaeh the heathen the way to et^- 

oal Kfe. * Were we not at liberty to do this, those who dwell-in 

tkeiiriands of the s^ Would lire and die in ignorance of the 

way toheatjm, and akik^to h«ll: Yet God has said, *' The iriei 

ihalbw8it for his taw.*^ * Bat the case before us isqvite diffefent. 

81* ' 
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N6 one pretepds that4t is kdispeiisablf necesaary that th^ cai»" 
Tans should tmyel on the day of lest They might safely and 
profitably rest if they would. Admitting then 4hat these breth- 
ren should go, 4hat they mast cross the mountains and have the 
protection of a caiaTan, we still do not make out .a justificatioa 
for their tmreling on Sunday, for thereos a way of safely reaeb- 
ing that distant land, without Tiolating thd fourth '.command- 
ment So long as this is the case, it is sin to break the one, in 
order to fulfill the other. It is this : let there bfr a caravan com<^ 
posed wholly of nussicnaries. Their'isenrices are greatly needed, 
and there can be no doubt that so large a number should, imme- 
diately be on their way thither. But if 'dlis be impracticable in 
the present state ef feeling in the church, Jet a sufficient number 
of men, who would obey God, be hired, to pfoqeed with the 
brethten. Should it be objected, that thi^ woi:dd be a great 
wast^ of inoney ; let it be. remembered ihat the' monjey is the 
L(^dts,- and the law di the Sabbadi is his; and which is of the 
most Value in his sight ? If the money cannot be obtayied £» 
this objectf snd it is not safe Ibr the missionaries to go unpro- 
tected, then, is it not. clearly their duty to stay and convert *the 
heathen among whom they now lire, and who are in danger of 
an jnfinitely deeper perdition, than the savages of ^le Oregon 
Territory? • v ' . / 

'When determimng what thingav&ie appropriate to be d^e on 
the Lord's day,, and what are not, the following, among other 
things, sure to be taken into the account, viz: Does God require 
the thing to be done f Am I under obligation to do it ? Is ika» 
the time wheuvit shotdd be done ? ^ Is thei^ no way possible by 
which it can be done, .without performiag some work on Sun- 
day ? If not, tho^ mercy cries, do it. This brings it Within the 
case excepted fipm llie general law« ' But the want of a caravan 
of missionaries, or pioney enough to hire one, that would not 
desecrate holy time, would not t»ring* it within the rule.. For 
the thing might be done without labot on Sunday ; and, on these 
who widiheld the *means,- and notion the «t>rethr«i r^ady to go, 
vjriQ fell the responsibility. Many questions relating to thif sdbp 
ject naturally arise, which, at first view, seem to present*, insar- 
mouhtable difficulties, but these all vimish on a loll investigatiaL 
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The question is^nbt, wkether a thing can be better and ckeaper 
dxme on Sunday than to debty it, jor whether, in <mr judgment, 
greater good Would reshh from such labor ; b^t. does God re^ 
quire the thing to be done, &c as abov« ? Woiks of neces* 
a^," -so isaMed, whoi tried* by' this standard, (and i& it not the 
tiue one 1} would be reduced to a very small number. 

CroKl is not absurd and unreascmable, requiring his creatures to 
vidate one of MA commands that-they may obey another. Man, 
in his ignorance, may sometimes think the cause of Christ would 
be most ad^rnnced, and the greatest good accomp&hed, by his 
^veling <»ai Sunday. As, for mstance,*'a minister, twenty miles 
from home, who can, Sunday mornings step mto a rail-ear, boat, 
or stage, and reacKhome in season to xnc^each to his destitute 
l^ple^i or leare home,and tmyel that distance, fess or mcHe, and 
pfre^h .to those who otherV^ise would hare no gospel sermon, 
may- think this id doing the will'of Grodr . But Grod has required 
no. such 'thing ; for should his law beobeyedy by those directing 
t&ese'ptiblic conyeyances, no boats, cars, or stages, would nm on 
Sunday, and of course the ministert»)uld not then thus trarel. . * 

Objection IX.^^ Christian Roue and Gbbece were {tot mobe 

pbosbebfous tiukn heltheh some and 6bebcb." 
• Opposers^to Christianity would fam. make us beUev^e that our 
teligion is not adapted, to make men prosperous and happy; as 
proofy .they refer to Borne and Greece, whieh, till some time 
After the death of the apostles, scarcely deserved die name of 
Chrisdaa. ; . • . . 

Wocdd.Gt^d that every infidel, deist, atheist, and ChristifUEi too^ 
might tiiis moment see and know aU the benefits whidi heathen 
Gr^eandkRome derived from the religion of the Bible ; and in 
how many,* and what respects^ Christian Greece.and Rome were 
better thau the saoQie countries when heathen. But t^ none are 
so blitkl as. those that will not see." Hea^hai Greece and Rome, 
fpft want of the religioivand inorality of the Bible,.failed to per- 
petuate their int^igenCe and prosperity ; as alltdher nations^ in 
like circumstances, must likewise fail. Besides, who can tell 
how much, of what advancement they did m^e, these nations 
i3wed to the infli^epces of revelation? How much d'God and 
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the religion ()ftkc pelikxohf^iad ti»diliai t^^ 
anoMtan? Forth«rew«r»8oin0y ereain tbawdiqra, who-kaew 
and acknowledged the trae Qod. Thet^fedQ^ fiom whom the 
Rorikans recehred all dieir leaming, ive«e a oobny led haak 
Egypt, bj Cecfope, 1556 years bdbre ^hrisc, and 15 fears after 
the birth of I^mb. This ooloify focmded the kingdom ^f Athfos^ 
in <3Teece.' They nraet haw cairied, at kast^ many trmditunmry 
notions of the true God with then. The Egyptians knew eoine* 
thing of him in the days <^ Abram, as the histery of Phainok 
and Sarah dM)Ws.* Egypt was learned; Abram^ Isaac, and Ja- 
cob had, each in their tum, Tiaited, and Jos^hl^d long lired in 
Egypt; .and it a^^iears that there had oHen been pious men in 
that country. No man can tdl how mnch iqfliience.the rdigion 
fircm heayen had on tiie progress of Egypt m knowledge^ nor 
how mnch the reflected li^t dfrevekltion had« in the Jb^ginning^i 
in raising heathen Greece atad Rome to tMr subsequent elev»> 
tion. th^T mast hare heard of God's power, of his jodgments 
in fiiraine and his blessings in plenty. Egypt seems early to have 
risen to great peitetion in the arts and sciences ;.and wasaiai^ 
and flourishing kingdom 430 years after the flood. ^ Moses lired 
more than 1000 y^rs before the age of Berodotus, who is the 
reputed J&ther of Grecian history." The Greek ^mters confess 
that they-reeeiyed the letters of thfir alphabet from &e Phesni- 
emns, (the Canaanites of Scripture,) teiy soon after the found- 
ing of A^ens^and it is believed that the Phoenicians fleri^ed 
the art of writing from the Jews. Porphyry, an eqtud enemy to 
Jews and Cliristians, atlmits that Moses and the prophets^ .who 
immediately succeeded him, iiyed ^ nearly « thousand yeari be- 
fore any of the Gxe^ philosophers^" and he was a friend toGre^ 
dan literature. The Jews were placed by GU)d m the very midst 
of the tkesL known ^and ciyili2ed world ; they grew to be a great 
nation; &od's wonderffal works were wrought thi^ the heathen 
might knour iftmV.aittd history informs us that the name of JehtK 
, yah tod» thereby spread abroad. ,Cbsl it be that Greece and 
Rome did notTeel this silent infl^^ieDce, that emanated from the 
temple of Jehovah at Jerusalem, and from his works m. the land 
of Israel ? Who first Instructed Egypt in -the arts and sciences, 
and yet kept ftwn her all knowled^ of the Supreme Bemg^ 
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fgypt was found(?d by a grandson of Noak, 164 feats after the 
flood. )In this short period their founder, Mizraim, could' not 
have forgotten thje Lord God of his Withers. When, now, were 
all thes6 nations the most prosperous — ^when they knew most, 
or least, about Him who made thenL% Doubtless, .when, they 
l^ew most about Grod, and rendered the ijpiost perfect obedience 
to his commands. Do infidels and deists contemptuously inquire, 
how could they know any thjng about him before the days of 
Moses- ? Loek at the ppportuniUes pf correct information which 
Moses had when he wrote th& Pentateuch. It is true that most 
of the knowledge of the true Grod, at* this early 'age of the 
world, came through the medium of tradition. We shall see 
whether' Moses did not receive his infotmation by diannels on 
which he might depend with the greatest confidence. 

TRADinONAXT KNOWLEDGE. 

Th« antediluvian world stood 1656 years. From the death 
of Adam to the flood was 726 years; and Noah lived '660 of 
these years, leaving but 126 years from^the dtoth of Adam to 
Noah. 

," Adam was coatempc«ary with years. 

: Lantech ........ 56- 

Methusaleh . ' -243 

Jared .470 

MahalecJ . . . - . . .535 
Cainan ' .*.'.; .. : ' .^ . . 605 . 
> Enos . . . . . *. . . 695 * 

Noah was^^ontemporapy with 

Lamech . , . . . ' . ... 595 

^ Methusaleh . .... . . . . 600 

Jared . , . • . •. • . ; . * 366 . 

Mahaleel - . . 234 

Cainan * .^ .... . . . 179 ^ 

fiaos . . . .J . . . 84 

Shem was ddntempofary with ^ ' 

'Lamecb^. •. . .•-.-. . *. S3* 
Methusaleh ' .' . . . * v . 98 
. Noah : •'. . .^ . ... . .448 
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After the flood, with 
Abrahun • ' 150 

Inac 50.'" 

Pofygiott Bible. , 

We here,.at a giande^ eaa see how. a faistonr of pnt eToits^ 
from the creatioii dowji to the time of Abraham aad Isaac, might 
be presenred and giren to poateri^. Methnsaleh and Lameeb 
weie, ia all probability, w^ acqaainted with Adam. Shem 
might talk with the companions of Adam, and with Abraham 
and Isaac Lamecb lived 93 yean with Shem, and 56 with 
Adam. Methnsaleh lived 78 with Shem, and 213 with Ajdam ; 
and Shem lived 150 with Ai>rabam and 50 with Isaac. 

Now, in view of the above ftcts^ would the sapposition be im- 
probable, that not only eocreet bat frntmle aeeoontjB ofall mq^ort-^ 
ant^ents as they occurred were handed down by tradition, since 
it might be done throngh'so few^ and such individuals as above 
named? As Noahwa^ 6bO years old when the flood- came«-had 
three sons, 43hem,*Ham, and- Japheth, who were mairied ; and 
Shem at least one hundred years old, it would seem impoesible 
that they should be ignorant of what had happened -in the ci/i 
world, since all depended,, from generation to goieration, on tra- 
ditionary knowledge^ It is very improbable that after t&e mi- 
raculeos preservation of their lives in the Ark, they would give 
a £dse history to their descendants of any important events 
whidh had happened. Noah died 283 years after Heber was 
bom. Heber died but 256 years before Moses, or 19 years after 
Jacob was bom. Heber, therefore, had opportunity to gain all ' 
the information his finther Shem and his grand£uher Noah pos» 
sessedi relative to the two worlds^ and to cgmmunicate the same 
to Jacob. So from Jacob, his 'children, called, the children <^ 
Ismel, might obtain the same &cts and hand them down to 
Moses; At the present day, when the life of msoL is so ehott, it 
would be difficult thus to preserve &cts in the minds, of one gen- 
eration, for'the use of another ; but not so difficult in patiikurchal 
times. Who can suppose that Noah*and Jacdi were deceived 
in this matter, or would attempt to palm an untgnith i]9on the 
nations of their day t 

It was only 256 years from the death ofHeW to Moses; 
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and t&e kw was gireii' to Moses^ when ke was 81 yean old. 
How then codM Moses, if lie stated ftcts iaisely, make the an- 
cients belietre a lie ? After the death of Adan^, 136 years inter- 
vened hefive Noah was bom, whQ died only two years before the 
Urth of Abraham. If Moses had (hen mi»«tated the &cts of 
the woiid^s history, there would hvre beea BQany to correct him. 

It is supposed tibat Noah foanded the Chmese mooarohyr^that 
Ashur, son of Shem, bnilt Ni&ereh,. capital of the Assyrians — 
that th<^ Jews and Arabians dcascended from Arphaxed, who also 
was a son ai Shem. Babylon was founded by Nimrod, great 
grandsc9i of Noah, in &e lin« of Ham^ about 120 years id'ter the 
Ax)d; and Cush, and the son o^ Ham, it is«jd, i>eg(m the set- 
tlement .of Ethiopia. Menes, or Mizraim, in Scripture, another 
son T>f Ilam, it is supposed, founded the kingdom of Egjrpt, about 
160 years-after the flood. . ' 

Canaan, anodler son of I)am» was the fiither of the Ca- 
naanites, Sideiiiaiis, Tynans, and Carthaginians. 

Japheth settled the western parts of Asia, and the countries 
of Europe. 

Is it not then more than probaUe, that, at the time Egypt was 
founded, and whileshe was advancing to thehei^ht of her great- 
ness,, the religion of the true Qod must have contributed much, 
yea more than sinylidng else, tp^ her elevation V And ia there 
any thing impossible in our obtaining, through the channel Just 
mentioned, tderably correct' jnicounls of Uie creation, the- flood, 
and other .important events recorded in the Old Testament, even 
witfaxmt the aid of inspiration ? Surely there is not But with 
SQch aid^ those who have given us the history cQuld not err. 

But «) return, the Greeks' and Romans, in the Apostles' day, 
were among the first to whom he preached the go^l ; and it 
coold not be ex|)^ted that these* proud -mastecs of the world 
would at onc«' become the hmable £E>llowers of .the Lamb. 
Rome, in the eatly days of Christianity, might have been, in 
the objector^'eye, CkHstian Eome, yet Nero, the emperor, net 
a long Aime after its nooiinal cooversioa, was the veriest hea- 
then, and most widced despotv in all the wcwld. His heaxt was 
a&hard and <»ruel as any that ever disgraced the human chtfT' 
act«r. 
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Ret. J. DlIoKrEXTH says, ** We are told that Greeee aiid Rome 
were prosperous without the Sabbath. Mf reply 'is, Greece 
and Rome were idolatrous — ^they were not irreligious. Idolatry- 
is debasing, and demoraliziogi but it does not like infidelity ob- 
literate conscience and spurn at the authority of Heaven. False 
religions are bad, but they are not so bad nor so prejudicial to 
morals as no -religion. Among that half enlightened heathen 
naticai, the weekly Sabbath wee but iittle redognized, yet their 
days of rest and solemn worship were numerous, and had a pow- 
erfol tendency to soften, chasten, and subdue thd feelings of the 
heart. All their institutions, as well-as their, poetry and litera- 
ture, were attempered by the restraining obligations of religious 
fear. * . '- s 

" Pipvid^nce was more propitious to them than it will be to the 
reprpbate progeny of a degenerate Christianity.- We learn thh 
practical maxim of Providence from the impressive language' of 
the. Son of Grod. 'It will be'moce tolerable fbr. Sodom and Gro- 
morrah, in the day of judgment than for that city,' which abuses 
great privileges. The times of ignorance God winks at, — where 
the Gospel is not known iniquity is not so severely marked add 
punished. Nations*in such circumstances may enjoy a degree of 
prosperity, which cannot be enjoyed by those to. whom the true 
God has been made known anfl-who have cast off his* fear. That 
guilx whifh draws down the heaviest judgment, dad injterrupts 
national prosperity, is the guilt of. abused iight-^*^ those* who 
knew their master *s will and did it not.^ . 

** The History of Rome furnishes striking testimony to the or* 
dinary mSudms of Divine Providence. Her prosperity has beea 
overrated'; she was never a haji^y nation — her citizens were al- 
ways occupied with foreign wars or intestine commotion. Her 
iiistitutions w^e b^baroi»-^her>laws were cruel and unjust— < 
her public amusemeuts were'stained with the 'blood- of her^sois 
— ^her domesdc institutions made' the Father of the family the 
arbiter of life and death among his children' and servants. Are 
these the Wessings of being without tl4^ Christian' religion ? * 

" The downfall of Rome illustrates the same ^doctrine. The 
steps by which ^he vrtm brought to this* Catastrophe, may be 
seen in the persecutions which she carried on against the Chris- 
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tian religicm. She rejected the Christian religion^she despised 
its institutions — persecuted and put to death its advocates, and 
used her best efforts to blot out its name. Hence the fabric of 
her monstrous empire was^ from that period, daily crumbling to 
rain ; and the vials of divine wrath did not cease to be poured out 
till. not a vestige of her greatness remained. 

"It is not, therefore, true, that Greece and Rome prospered, 
while they did not reverence the institutions of religion." 

Objection X. — "There is not a more morai. people than 
THE Quakers, yet they observe no Sabbath, because they do not 
believe that the Bible requires it of themJ'l 

What can we suppose the objectors to mean, by assertions of 
this sort, unless it be to prove that the religion of the Bible and 
the Sabbath have no salutary influence in rendering nations and 
communities better ? If they do mean this, it shows their dishon- ' 
esty or criminal ignorance of the history of the world, and a wish to 
prejudice the minds of others against the system of revealed reli- 
gioD, from which we derive so many blessings, social, civil, and re- 
ligious. Can any one prove that the Sabbath has had no influence 
in forming the moral character of the Friends ? That it had no 
influence on Wm. Penn and his colony ? Before their morality, 
which was commendable, can be adduced to show that the Sab^-' 
bath does not, in its tendfency, mike copimtmities and individ- 
uals better, it must be proved to demonstration, that Wm. Penn 
and his colony never were favorably influenced by the Sabbath 
and the Christian religion ; which never can be proved. Should 
the objector show us a Wm. Penn, and a colony, like the Penn- 
sylvania Quakers, in Japan, the Washington Islands of the Pa- 
cific, among the mountains of the Moon, or along the Ganges, 
every way as civil, moral, intelligent, and respectable as were 
those first mentioned, but who had never religiously observed a 
Sabbath, nor heard of one— "Who had never been informed of a 
revealed religion, and had never seen a man who kept a Sabbath 
and observed the" religion of the Bible, but had been constantly 
surrounded by pagans, from time immemorial ; such a fact might 
be adduced to show that the Christian religion and the Sabbath 
are not essential to the highest happiness of man in this world. 
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But fuch an instance cannot be found. With equal propriety 
might the object<»r say, that the Christian religion and the Chris- 
tian Sabbath hare no tendency to mpike a people ciiril, moral, 
and intelligent, because, in Cleveland there are infidels and deists 
—men who do not believe in either, and yet they are not barba- 
rians, but are, some of them, civil, intelligent, and respectable. 

Such questions raised by objectovs against the Christian re- 
ligion, betray a bad heart, and are supremely ridiculous. They 
show that those who ask them prefer heathenism, with its ac- . 
companiments, to Christianity. 

Objection XI. — " Liteeatuiie and other influences are ade- 
• QX7ATE to secure MORAUTr, and the best interests of society, 
toithout the Sabbath.'" 

Intelligence^ the arts and sciences, it is said, are the cause of 
the vast difference in the characters of men. But it can easily 
be shown, by well authenticated facts, that this cannot be, and 
that the arts and sciences never flourish so well, in any soil,''as in 
that which produces the fruits of the gospel in the greatest 
abundance. 

" What influence," says Brownlee, " had the splendid lec- 
tures of Socrates and Plato, of Tully and Seneca, on the popula- 
tion of Greece and Rome? What influence have the zeal and 
eloquence of modem moralists had on the body of their follow- 
ers ? And Ti^at is the moral character of the great body of the 
studious youth, at home and abroad, even after they.have etyoyed 
the benefit of the ablest instructions from the morsd chair ? The 
truth is, the doctrine of morals, in these philosophical systems, 
is usually separated from the holy principles of the religion of 
Christ ; and wherever this has been done, no one single conver- 
sion, no one genuine reformation has ever been effected. The 
human system of morality, drawn up by the wise and learned, 
can never communicate the principle of spiritual life ;. and £com 
the days of Socrates to our time, it never has done it." 

Nothing but the sanctifying and regenerating influences of the 
Christian religion, sustained by the Sabbath, can convert and 
save an individual, or a community, from idolatry, superstition, 
and moral death. Science, refinement, and morality, were it 
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possible for them Icmg to exist and flourish without it, could 
nerer do it. Human enactments have always been found equally 
inadequate. 

*' In what districts have cnmes abounded the most — such as 
tiieft, robbery, lewdness, intemperance, and murder ? Just in 
those parts and among those classes of people over whom inffc- 
delity and atheism have been exerting their fatal influences 
with untiring assiduity ; and where th«re is no pastor to assem- 
ble the people ; and where there is no veneration, nor even re- 
spect, for the holy Sabbath ; and where there is not a church- 
. going people, even when they might, if they chose, enter the 
house of God. In fact, it is obvious to all who have bestowed 
the least attention on this subject, that in every family, in every 
street of our cities, in every district d our country, where no 
Sabbath is sanctified, there is no religion. Where there is no 
Sabbath, there are no pure morals. Where there isao Sabbath, 
there man forgets God, and God gives up man to his own cor- 
mpt ways. 

^Where there is no Sabbath sancti^ed by a people, ^reKe- 
classes of men who boast of their illumination by philos^^, 
become sceptics, infidels, atheists ! Where thtf e is no Sabbath 
sanctified, those classes, of the people who are not enlightened 
by philosophy, (and they are the great mass of the population,) 
become degraded by all manner of vice, and brutalized by 
idolatry. Every pagan and Mohammedan land, every infidel 
district in town or country, exhibit the most painful and over- 
whelming evidences of these facts. 

^ The history of missionary enterprise, and the ecclesiastical 
conditicMi of nations, throw additional light on our argument, and 
strengthen it. 

" Lift up your eye and trace the progress of the Gospel and its 
institutions over the different nations of the world. Contrast 
the Christian districts and villages in the bosom of the nation of 
ancient Egypt, and Syria, and Greece, and the Roman provinces. 
What a contnast ! It is the contrast of light with darkness^ 
of piety with superstition— of religious homage with shocking 
idolatry— of purity with revolting abominations — of manly and 
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dignified love of liberty and respect for all the rights of men, 
with mental degradation and tameness under slavery ! Contrast 
the Christian Britons, with the Britons of Csesar's day — the 
Christian Americans with the red men of the wildemess. What, 
I pray you, has wrought this difference ! The Gospel, and its 
ministry, and its holy Sabbaths, and its sacred institutions — 
these luiTe done it. ^ake away these from the British by the 
deadly power of infidelity, and the paganism and druidism of 
the Britons would be soon, renewed. Banish from our happy 
republic the Sabbath and the Gospel and the ministry — ^place 
us under the atheism and power of the infidel mob of our day, 
* « * our happy land would soon lose her liberty and her &ir 
institutions; and we should, in a short period, be as the bond 
skves of Spain, or Italy, or Austria, or the dark pagan lands 
ofAsia." 

Contrast, moreover, the moral and political condition of the 
twenty-three islands in .the Pacific ocean, now Christianized, in 
part, with their condition as described by XDook and other voya- 
gers before our missionaries went among theoL Let these again 
be without a Sabbath, and religious instruction, and they would 
soon be numbered among the degraded, ignorant, and cruel. 
Of France, before the revolution, our author continues : — 
" New tyrants add fresh injuries, and at the distance of about 
one hundred years from that llaassacre [Sc. Bartholomew's in 
1572,] in 1685, Louis XTV. revoked the edict of Nantes, and let 
loose the fiends of persecution. By a succession of cruelties, 
massacres, and exiles, the great body of the faithfiil ministry of 
France was destroyed. The rest, a melancholy remnant, pining 
in obscurity, fell by degrees a prey tathe ignorance and the super- 
stition of the age. The churches ^ere shut up, the Gospel was 
not preached, the holy Sabbath was neglected and profaned 
over the kingdom. The decency of morals gradually perished 
with religion. Led on at last by Voltaire and his atheistic 
satellites, the frightful demon of infidelity filled France with its 
emissaries. These met with feeble opposition. Truth had 
fallen in th^ streets, and her faithful watchmen were gone! 
Vice, and crime, and atheism, covered France. This conspiracy 
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against God and nuin buret forth in the old French rerolutioQ ; 
and it buried the govenuQent, and religion, and morals, and the 
nation, in blood and havoc !" 

Alas, there are but too sure indicatioos that we are following 
in her steps, and shall soon share her doom I A nation without 
the influence of the Christian religion and the Sabbath, as 
prosperous as a naticxi enjoying them ! A man must be astcxiish- 
ingly i^rnorant, or regardless of truth, to assert any such thing. 

OBnfjraojx Xn. — Special jttdguentb abs not imtlicted fob 

NATIONAL SZNS. 

The idea of special judgments coming on a nation for great 
national sins — such as Sabbath-breaking, licentiousness, and the 
like, has by infidels and deists been much ridiculed. They are 
unwilling to admit that nations ever sufibr such judgments for 
their sins, or receive rewards for obeying God's commands ; and 
this opinion extends to the case of individuals also. 

national. 

" In the mean time," says Brownlee, " let such as deny the 
doctrine of national accountabilitt for cherished, and even 
authoritative violations of the fourth commandment, mock on. 
God vdll vindicate the honor of his own law, however it may 
be assailed, whether by ingenious sophistry, or open defiance. 
One of the first acts of avowed atheism in France was to abolish 
the Christian Sabbath ; and the Lord came out against her with 
fire and with chariots, like a whirlwind, to render his anger 
with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire." 

No people ever yet gave up the Sabbath at once. It has such a 
hold on the hearts and consciences of men, that it is among the 
last moral precepts whose claims can be shaken off. While a 
man is preparing to do this, his last act of violence to his con- 
science, he gradually throws off one restraint and then another ; 
and when he comes to this last, and gains courage enough to 
cast it also firom him, he is an infidel— Mly prepared, except as 
restrained by public opinion, to pull down temples of Christian 
worship, bum the Bible, banish its ministers, tread jn the dust 
22* 
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erery humble believer; and, were it poesiUe, phick JehoTah 
from his throne. 

The infidel ilnd deist wish not the Ood of the Bible, any 
more than they wish the Sabbath of the Bible ; and they would 
as soon annihilate the one as the other, so far as their inflaence 
on the Christian religion is conoemed. Either, lost to the 
Christian, all, to him, is lost. Grod and the Sabbath are the 
two greatest foes of wicked men — the object to be worshiped, 
and the time, when all men shall meet to pay homage to Hun. 
When men have broken down this last barrier to out-breaking 
crimes, they have become ripe, like infidel France, not only for 
their deeds of blood and carnage, but for the righteous judgments 
of Heavmi. Since, then, all nations and people, which have 
trodden the Sabbath in the dust, have been dashed in pieces and 
scattered to the winds, — since those nations,, which have re- 
ligiously observed that institution, have been, without excep- 
tion, prosperous, intelligent, and happy, — and since God blessed 
or cursed the Jews, according as they regarded or disregarded 
that day, as he said he would, we cannot but infer that awful 
punishments, in this life, await the nation or community who 
pollutes that holy day. 

Jer. xvii. 21, 22, 27.—" Thus saith the Lord," &c. " But if 
ye will not hearken unto me, to hallow the Sabbath, and not 
bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the 
Sabbath day — then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and 
it ^aU devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be 
quenched." 

Lev. xxvi. 33, 34. — ^** And I will scatter you among the 
heathen, and draw out the sword af^er you, and your land shall 
be desolate, and your cities waste. Then shall the land enjoy 
her Sabbaths as long as it lieth desolate, and ye shall be in your 
enemies' land ; even then shall the land "rest and enjoy her 
Sabbaths." 

Read Neh. xiii— also. Lev. xxvi. 

Believer in the Christian religicHi ! we tremble for this nation, 
and for those communities which profane the Sabbath. The 
Jews did not obey God in this respect, and the threatened 
judgments have been literally fulfilled, as every one knows who 
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is but partially acquainted with their history. Infidels may 
laugh, and ascribe it to chance ; but the ** day of their calamity 
draweth nigh." They may in this life escape the judgmoits ol[ 
heaven, for defying Grod and trampling on his authority ; for this 
is not a state of retribution to individuals ; but the day is com- 
ing, ^whesQ. their hands will not be strong, and their hearts will 
not endure. 

INDIVIDUALS. 

Cases of signal punishment for indiyidual sins, in this world, 
additional to those recorded in the Bible, might be given. Nor 
is there any mystery at all about it The natural tendency of 
breaking the Sabbath is downward ; and the road is full of pit- 
falls and thorns, and frightful precipices. See some dozen or 
twenty cases recorded in proof of this position, in a little tract en- 
titled ** Sabbath Occupations" published by the American Tract 
Society. We shall copy one or two of them ; 

" A number of persons appointed a certain Sabbath as a time 
to play at foot ball. And while two of them were tolling a bell 
to call the company together, they were struck with lightning 
and both died." 

'* A pious minister, in his sermon, once spoke of the man in 
the camp of Israel, who was stoned to death for gathering sticks 
upon the Sabbath. A thoughtless man present was offended ; 
and to show his contempt, left the house, and began to gather 
up sticks. When the congregation came out, they found the 
man dead, with a bundle of sticks in his arms." 
We add a word from a distinguished foreign writer : 
" Let the degradation, the disgrace, and at last the expulsion 
of the race of Stuarts from the throne of Britain, serve as a pub- 
lic warning to all Britons. For who, in the least acquainted 
with the history of his country, knows not, thai, from the time 
When James the sixth of Scotland and^^rst of England set him- 
self to establish iniquity by a law, by instituting the book of 
sports ! in England, for the Lord's day, the judgments of heaven 
pursued that family with calamity upon calamity, till the lind of 
princes in that house, to lay claim to the crown of Britain, is 
now no more ?" 
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Many deluded and wicked meo, like those just referred to, 
wbile listeoing to the history of the punishment and death of 
the maa who gathered sticks on the Sabbath, as recorded in 
Numb. XV. 32-36, have been roused to indignation and contempt, 
both toward the X>awgiYer and Israel. They denounce the 
transaction as totally unjust, and deserving the unqualified repro- 
bation of all good men. But look at the ciFcumstances. God 
had separated Israel from the heathen, to train them up in a 
knowledge of himself. He had given them his law, with its 
awful penalties. Obedience to that law would qualify them for 
his service, in communicating to the rest of the world his mind 
and will, and the plan of 8alvati(»i through Jesus Christ Diso- 
bedience to that law, unpunished, would bring it, as well as its 
Author, into contempt; and a man might show his contempt of 
the Lawgiver as fidly by killing one man, as by killing a thou- 
sand ; and by picking up sticks, as by running boats and stages 
on the Sabbath. 

God dUfto well knew, that if his people would not religiously 
keep the Sabbath, as he had commanded, it would be impossi- 
ble to preserve among them a knowledge of himself. The Sab-, 
bath, as an instrument in his hands to accomplish this object, 
was every thing. If he suffered one man to pro&ne it, though 
in a very trifling matter, another would not only take the same, 
but greater liberties; and in a short time, as facts in-other couu- 
tries show, they would have had no Sabbath among them; or 
individuals, at least, would neither sanctify, nor care anything 
about it. Further, if this and other breaches of the Sabbath 
were to go unpuni^ed, the whole people might become lawless, 
and God might give them up to be destroyed. 

Under these circumstances, should the man be put to death, 
that the law might be honored, and the whole people saved, or 
should he go unpunished, the law be despised, and God compel- 
led to give up the people to self-destruction ? We should say, 
let the man be stoned to death; and let not only Israel, but all * 
creation utter a loud amen to it. JVlen who will continue, -con- 
temptuously, impiously, and<wantonly, to profane that day, for 
their own sdkesy and the world% had better be put away from 
society, every one of them, than be allowed to go on, filling up 
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the measure of their iniquities, until they shall have blotted out 
the institution among them, and thereby destroyed, not only 
themselves, but millions of others, in body and soul. So have 
thought all those wise men who have enacted laws touching 
Sabbath desecration. Then the Sabbath might be saved Men 
would not, for their awn gratification^ continue to trample on 
the laTv of the Sabbath, if they knew, that, as the jvice of their 
temerity, confmement was soon to be inflicted upon them. They 
would then pause and tremble. We should then have a way 
of preventing those men from destroying themselves and the 
community, who fear not the divine threatenings. Men who 
disregard future retribution, would then fear present. It is on 
aecount of such men, that God has given us an. example of the 
mode of governing a people by a code of civil laws. This de- 
claration will doubtless startle many. But we take the life of 
the man who breaks the sixth commandment; and why not the 
liberty of the man who perseveres in breaking the fourth ? God 
gave the example of taking life in both instancesr: and the Sab- 
bath-breaker, wilfully and hMhtaUy so, is doing more injury to 
the morals of the community, than ten murderers; because we 
do not see, so clearly, the evil he is committing, and therefore 
make no provision to counteract it. As to the propriety of taking 
lifey at the present day, for any. crime, we say nothing. 3ut of 
this -we^ are confident : Gred has put into the hands of every 
fiation, a rule by which wicked, infidel, deistical men, who dis- 
believe and ccmtemn him, and disregard their laws, can be gov- 
erned, and prevented firom destroying the influence of the gospel 
and its institutions, which he has designed shall bless the world. 
Those nations which will not avail themselves c^ that rule, will 
be destroyed $y these men who fear not God; and ail together, 
will go to destmction. 

There are ways enough to avail ourselves of this rule, without 
taking a man's life. If a man says, I fear not your God, neither 
will I obey his voice, nor your laws touching him and his word ; 
but I will blaspheme his name, pollute his Sabbaths, and ridi- 
cule his word— shut him out from society, Hat he will assuredly 
corrupt and destroy it, unless you do. 
Which is l)est, that tMs one member should suffer, or the whole 
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body? We only touch upon this point, not intending hoe to 
discuss it at length ; but suspect that we have given up ground 
to the infidel and deist which must be retakeny or they will tkot 
only ruin themselves, but their families and the world. Man 
has no right to disobey Gody to the injury of his fellow men. If 
we allow him to do it, we nourish in our bosom an asp which 
will sting us to death. 

There are two ways ordained by Grod of goveming moral 
agents in this world. One is moral suasion — not only to per* 
suade men to do right, but to endeavor to prevent them from 
doing wrong. But this cannot j?re««7i< them from doing wrong. 
The other is, physical force. This is only for those who are 
determined^ notwithstanding moral suasion, to do wrong. This 
physical force cannot f nor is it intended to make a man love God, 
and be rdigions ; but it can keep him from doing wicked acts— 
those things which Grod has forbidden him to do; and this God 
intends to have done. In a philanthropic and political point of 
view merely, we have a right, admitted by all good citizens, to 
forbid the doing of those thiogs which injure sodety ; but we 
may not have a right to command thci doing of a/? those thmgs 
which might be beneficial to society. The man is to have his 
thoice, whether he will go to heaven or to hell; but he cannot 
have his choice, whether he may or may not do those things 
which will drag others alcmg with him— he may not have his 
choice, whether he will Idock up the way to heaven, and cgq- 
temn God, iemd labor to make others contemn him. 

God had a laanl and a civil or judicial code. Both were 
necessary in Moses' time ; and for the same reascms, both are 
necessibry in these tones. 

We should like to explain this point farther, but have, per* 
haps, already digressed too far from the main subject 

OfijEciaoN Xin. — " Cbbistiaus wish to unite Church ani> 
State." ^ 

It has been' alleged that deists secured to this nation its reli- 
gious liberty; and it is also claimed by some, that liberty origi- 
nated in the mind bf a deist in this country. 

Our belief has always been, that the first spark of religious 
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and republican liberty emanated from the Bibles and the infiur 
ence of the Sabbath, and through the Puritans, before th^y left 
England. Some very important facts, on this point, may be 
gathered from the fdlowing extracts. 

" In the days of the Commonwealth, * * * on which side 
was found the inextinguishable love of liberty, and the great 
weight of solid English.- character, and morality, and pure re- 
ligion ? In the camp of the republicans, beyond a doubt ; among 
the Puritans and Whigs, where the Sabbath was held most sa- 
cred, and the ministry of Christ honored, and the pure gospel 
preaclxed uniformly with diTine success. And what a contrast 
did tlxis present to the camp of Charles I. and the court of Charles 
II. The Scottish malignant, and the English cavalier, the favor- 
ites of the Stuarts, united in their characters the grossest flat- 
tery of absolute ihonaichy and ^iritual tyranny, with the most 
revolting irreligiou, blasphemy, Sabbath-breaking, intemperance, 

reveling, and an utter contempt of even common decency.." — 

Bravml^e, 

The following very pertinent remarks are from a sermon 
preached in New York city, in 1831, by Rev. Herman Norton: 

"tjnion of church and state." 
" How this charge appears in- this country at the present time. 
— ^It is brought more particularly against the Itesbyterians. 
They are said to be engaged in a <tonspiracy against this great 
republic, or are attempting to subvert the liberties of the people. 
"On the other side of the Atlantic, the Presbyterians have 
never been charged with uniting Church and State. They have 
no connection with the civil government; do not believe in a 
union between civil and religious affairs ; and /or this very rear 
son^ have always been opposed by the sovereigns of Europe. 

'^ That you may see that this is not mere assertion, without 
proof, I will bring forward the testimony of one, cm this subject, 
who will not be considered very partial towards the Presbyteri- 
ans. I refer to Hume, that notorious infidel. He declares that 
Queen Elizabeth opposed the Presbyterians, or Puritans, (for 
the Presbyterians are their descendants,) ' because of their at- 
tachment to dvil liberty.' * By them alone,' Hume says, ^ the 
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preciont spark ot liberty had been kindled and was preserved ; 
and to them the English owe the whde freedom of their Ccnsti- 
tation.' 

« Hume also says, that James L * saw in the Presbyterians of 
Scotland a violent tmn towards republicanism, and a ze€Uaits 
attachment to civil liberty /' and that James declared ^ that there 
is no more agreement between Preshyterianum and monarchy^ 
than between God and the devH.^ 

''He farther asserts, that in the reign of Charles L, ' they 
were disgusted with the court, from th^ attachment to the 
principles of civil liberty^ which were essential to their partyJ* 

''Finally, Hume says, these PEesbyterians 'shipped off to 
America, and founded a government, where they enjoyed all 
that liborty which they desired, but could not obtain in their 
own country.' 

" But these people are now charged with uniting Church and 
State. They 'are said to be subverting the liberties of this 
country, while they adopt the same civil and religious creed 
which has k^t idive the spark of liberty in Europe, infidds 
themselves being judges. 

" Two charges, directly opposite to each other, brought against 
those who embrace the same views and sentiments of civil and 
religious liberty, cannot both be true. If the charges on the 
other side of Uie Atlantic are true, as kings and infidels affirm, 
xhssi the allegation that Presbyterians in this country are sub- 
verting the liberties of the people, is the liiost ludicrous that 
was ever made by the tongue of mortal. 

" But after all the noise which the cry of •' Church and State^ 
has made through the country, and all the prejudice which it 
has excited, it is a matter of fact, that wicked men have been 
trying fo unite Church and State, The only way by which civil 
rulers and politicians have succeeded in condemning Christians 
in ages past, has been to interfere with their religion. Thf^ 
have enacted pemicioi:|s and outrageous laws, subverting the 
foundations of religious principle ; they have armed these laws 
with the heaviest penalties, and required the people of Grod to 
obey them or suffer. The faithful servants of Grod have deter- 
mined to obey (rod, rather than man- This, has beencaUed 
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obstiiiacy }fy the wicked, and has kindled the fire which has 
burnt up the bodies of the saints. Ohristians have always beea 
the best subjects, as &i as civil law has been coocemed. They 
haye always becsi prompt to obey.. Even Louis the XIV., that 
bitter persecutor of Christians, wd, that he had reason to ap- 
plaud their fidelity and zeal in Ms service. They omitted no 
opportunity of giving him evidence of their loyalty, ' even beyond 
aU that could he imaginedy contributing in aU things to the ad- 
vantage of his a£bir8^' Yet after this, he ordered them to leave 
his kingdom in fifteen days, or turn Ronuui Catholics, or be pat 
to death. , - " 

^ It is only when rulers have made iaws contrary to the laws 
of God, that Chrisdans have refused to obey. This" is the way 
which wicked men have devised to bring charges against the 
people of God. Look at the case of Daniel — ^Dan. vi. 4-S. 
^Then the presidents and the princes sought to fiud occasion 
against I)aniel xonceming the kingdom; but they could find 
none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he viras fiiithfid; neither 
was there any error or fault found in him. Then said these 
men, we shall not find any oocasioi against this Danidi, except 
as we find it against him concerning the law of his Grod.' 

" They could find &ult with nothing but his religion. They 
discovered that Daniel prayed to the Grod of heaven three times 
a day. * Now, let us have a law, that no man i^hall pray only to 
the King for thirty days.' The law was n^de ; but Danid 
would pray to his Go4f although contrary to law, and he was 
thrown into a 'den of lions. 

" Look at the case of the three men mentioned in Danid iiL 
They would not worship Nebuchadnezzar's image. So they 
were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 

" So in hundreds of instances since that time. So, we have 
reason to believe, it will be. in time to come. Christians will 
be put to death for not submitt^ig to the wicked laws of wicked 
men, who are thus trying to unite church and stttte.^^ 

We are not certain that there w^e not meo, in this nation, 

who aided in making the laws relative to Sahhath mails, with 

the design of getting something against Christians, wherewith 

to accuse them or persecute them, if they wouU not quietly 

23 



986 TH£ SABBAtH. 

eonaent to break the fourth coinmandment Bat, whateret 
their views might have been, thef have efibetnally shut out of 
the Fostoffice Department, eversr conMtent, conscientious be- 
liever in the Christian religion. Yet, when a man raises his 
voice, condemning Aat law, as against the law of God, unjust 
and imoonstitational, many wicked men in this land are ready 
to throw him '* into the den of li(»is," and would giadly, it 
seems, annihilate at a blow, all distinetion of days, so fiir as bu- 
smess or pleaitare is concealed. This will never do. God will 
deal with this nation £« this tiling. 

OsJEcnoN XIV.—" WisHmaxoN, f aANKUM, and most of the 
other f tamers of our government were disbelievers in the Chris' 
tian religion^ or at least scepticalJ*^ 

Infidels and deists say^ the honest-hearted should be informed, 
that Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin, were not even believ- 
ers in ChristiBnity, or. at least not orthodox believers. The 
same is said of the majority of those who framed the Oonstitu- 
tioa of these United States. No doubt, since ** misery loves 
company," infidels and deists would gladly, if they could, unite 
not only such men with, their itoks, but the propiiets, apostles, 
and martyrs. But this they cannot do ; and their assertions 
will not obtain credit without confirmation from other sources. 
That all the franiers of the Constitution were devoted Chris- 
tians, no one pretends. But it is not true that Washington was 
an infidel, nor that Franklin was at that time. Indeed, most of 
those who aided in framing and adopting that vnluable instru- 
ment, were very far frvnn being infidels, deists, or sceptics. 

WASaiNaTOM. 

** The father of his country was our first President. "We had 
thought the Chief Magistrate was in some sense the represen- 
tative of the nation. He certainly ought to kno^v the *' spirit of 
die Constituti<n,' for he is sworn to support it. Washington 
entered on his office with such language as this ': * It would be 
peculiarly improper to binit, in this ^r«^ official act, my fervent 
sttppkioations to that Almighty Being who rules over the uni- 
verse—who pcendes in the councils of naidons— and whose pro- 
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Tid€iitial aids can sappkj every hmnim defect, thut his benedio* 
doll may cooseciate to the liberties andhappmess of the people 
a goyemmeDt insututed by ^emselves, and may enable every 
instrument employed in its administration to execute with rao- 
cesa the Amotions allotted to his charge* In tendering this ho> 
mage to the great Jl^thor of every public and .private good* I 
assure myself that it expresses your sentiments not less than 
my own.'" 

Wkat is this but an acknowledgment of .the religion of the 
Bible, rather than the religion of deists OK in^dels? He continues: 

" No people can be bound, to acknowledge and adore the invi- 
sible hand which conducts the affairs of men, more than the 
people of the United States. * * * We ought to be persuaded 
that the proj^tious smiles of heav^ can never be expected on a 
nation that disr^ogards the eternal rules of order and right which 
heaved itself has ordained." 

At the close of his official language, he supplicates the " ^^ 
nign P^ent," that his blessing may still attend the efforts of our 
government. 

At or near the close of his offical life, he says: 

"It is important, likewise, that the kabUs of thinkiftg^ in a 
free country, should inspire caution in those entrusted with ita 
administration, avoiding, in the exercise, of the powers of aae de- 
partment aicroaching up(»i anothor.^ [Possibly, ibr example^ 
that the Postc^e I>epartment do not encroach wpoa the habitqi 
of thinking, and Sabbatli laws of the Stjites^] Of all the dicqpo- 
sitipns and habits which lead to ^political jHrosperity, religion, and 
mor^ty are indispensable supports. In vain would that man 
claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert 
these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest jHrops c^ 
the duties of men and citiz^s. The mere politician, equally 
with the pious man, ^ught to respect and cherish them." 

Cherish what? The mete "politician cherish rdigicHi and 
morality ! He as much bound to do it, and that too the Christ 
tian religicm, as^the pious man ! Certainly, and for the best of 
reascms, so far as man is concerned; because they are <Mhe 
great pillars of human happiness, the firmest props of the duties 
of moi and citizena" This is not " uniting Church and State." 
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This is not infiddity, nor antin^hristianity; but it looks Very 
much like acknowledging the Christian religion, in preference 
to the reliig;ion of pagans^ Mohammedans, infidels, or deists. 

Hear him again : 

^ Let it be simply a^ed, where is the security fof property, 
for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligaticm desert 
the oaths, which are the instruments of inyestigatian in cotffts 
of justice ? Let us with caution indulge the supposition, that 
morality can be maintSfiined without religion. — ^Whatever may 
be conceded to the influence of refined education on nii^ds of 
peculiar structure, reason and- experience both forbid us to ex- 
pect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religions 
principle." 

It is said of Washington, that 

" He lent the force of hi? example and authority, to sanction 
the separation of a Sabbath,, for the purpose of sustaining reli- 
gious principle^ Eren in camp no unnecessary-duties were re- 
quired, though it was well known that an enemy who bitait our 
churches, and turned them into ridingHSchools, and used the 
pews for hog-pens, accounted the natimi religious and Sabbath- 
keeping; and ther^ore were in the habit, for vexation, of en- 
deavoring, especially on that day, to 'beat up our quarters.' 
We know well, that though burdened with the cares of the 
army and the extensivie correspondence, and other bflScial duties 
of his station, iiran inclement season, abd though his quarters 
were several miles distant from the main encampment at New 
Windsor, he was punctual at the temple -on the Sabbath 
day. This regard for the Sabbtfthand public worship^ he icoti- 
tinued afterwards, and proved by his example and influence,^ the 
sincerity of his public and official declarati(»)s. So far from 
grudging one day in seven for the purposes of cherishing religion 
— by proclamation from the President, the .19th of February, 
1796, was directed- to be observed throughout the United States, 
as a day of religious thanksgiving." 

It is also said of hiin, that his ]^rivate devotions and prayers 
to Almighty God, during our struggle fi^r liberty, wer^freqttont 
and fervent. 

** During the winter ci 1777, the American army lay encamped 
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atF Valley Foige. It was a trying time witfc. the aniiy and the 
country. Prospects were much against our success. One day 
a Quaker by the name of PoUs had occasion to go to a certain 
place, which led him through a large grore at no great ^i<ytam» 
from headquarters. As he was proeeeding along, he thought 
he heard a n(»se. He listened. He did hear the sound of a hu- 
man V€»ce at some distance, but quite indistinotly. As it was 
in the direct ccnirse he was pursuing, be went on, but with 
some caution. Occasicxuilly he paused and listaied, and with 
increased conyicu'on that he. Heard some (Hie. At length he 
ca«[ie within sight of a man, whose back was turned towards 
him, on his faaees, in the attitude 4>f prayer. It was a <!ecludfid 
spot ; a kind of naunal bower ^ but it was the house of prayer* 
Potts now stopped, partly leaned forward, and watched till who- 
ever it might be wasthrough hisderotions. This was not long. 
And wbom should he now see but Washington himself the 
commander of the American armies, returning from bending 
IMTOBtrate befc»re the God of armies abore ! 

^* Potts himself was a pious man. Be knew the power of 
prayer ; and no sooner had he reached hom^, than in the ful- 
aeas of his £iith,he broke forth to his wife Sarah in the language 
of awatehman: 'Wife! Sarah!! my dear, all's well! all's 
Wiell! Yes, George Washingtin is sure to beat the British—- 
tureP < 'What, what's the matta: with thee, Isaac V replied 
the startled Sarah. ' Thee seems to be moved about something.' 
^ Well, and what if I am moTed ; who #ould not be moved at 
such .a sight as I hate seen to-day.' ^ A^d what hast thou seen» 
Isaac 1' 'Seen! I've^seen a man at prayer!— in the woods! 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, himself .^and now I 8ay--just 
what I have said— All's well; Creorge Washington is sure to 
beat the Batkh-^swre r'^-^Aneedoies of Washington. 

** In the exalted station of President, his conduct continued to 
be distinguished l)y the same uniibrm and punctual obsenraoee 
of religious duties which had always marked his life. As he 
was chiefly resident in Philadelphia during the eight years of 
his admini8tratiiDn,4te had a pew in Christ church of that city» 
of which the v^nemble Bishop White was then the Rector. 
Daring all the time he was in the gov e rnment, Washington was 
23* 
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pianctoal in his attendaiiee on ditine worship. 'His pew wis 
seldom TBcant when the weather would permit him to attend. 
In regard to hit haMt at that time, the living grandson of Mrs. 
Washington, George W. P. Cnstis, Esq. of Arlington, bears the 
following testimony : * On tSnndays, unless the weather was on- 
eommoidy severe, the President and Mrs. Washington attended 
dirine service at Christ chnich ; and in the evenings the Presi- 
dent read to Mrs. Washington, ia her chamber, a sermcn, or 
some portim from the sacred writings.' 

" It may here be added, simply as etidenee of his derotiooal 
habits, that he always said grace at tables In one instance, 
from the force of habit, he performed thisiluty himself when a 
dergyman was present — an instance of indecormn very unnsaal 
with him. Being told, after the clergytnan's departare^of the 
incivility, he etpressed his, regret at the oversight, but added^ 
* the reverend gentleman will, at least, be assured, that we are 
not entirely graceless at Mount Venion.' " 

« In the year 1820, a clergyman of this State being in com- 
pany with Major — , a relative of General Washington, 

had an accidental conversation with him on the subject of 
Christianity. An, inquiry was made of the Majcnr, as to the 
religious opinicms of his distinguished kin^nnan. This was 
dcHie in part, as faiowing his venerati<xi fcv Washington, and 
for informadoD, too, as he had been captain of the General's 
body guard, during a greatet part of the war, and possessed the 
best opportunities of learning his views and haMts. In answer 
to the question, he observed, after hesitating for a 'i^iomenti 
' General Washingtoit was' certainly a pious ixian, his opinions 
being in favor of religion, and his habits all of that diaracter 
and description.' But being funiher interrogated as to his habits 
he replied, that his unde, he inew, was in the haMt of praying 
in private— and with the animation of an dd soldier, excited hy 
professional recollections, rather than sympathy with the^ sub- 
ject, he related the circumstaiKes of the following occurrence, 

while encamped at , N. L * A soldier arrived one mom- 

ang, about daylneak, with dispatches for the Commander-in- 
chief, from a distant division of the army. As soon as his busi- 
ness was known, he was directed to me as captain of the body 
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guard, to whom he eame forthwith, andgiviDg me his papers, I 
repaired at once to the General's qoartecs. On my way to Kis 
room, after reaching the house, I had. to go along ananow 
passage of some length. As I approached his door, it being }ret 
nearly dark, I was arrested by the sonnd oi a roice* T pausied 
and listened for a moment, when I distmgnished it as the 
General's Toice, axri in another moment found that he was 
engaged in audiblV prayer. As, in his eamestniess, he had not 
heard my footsteps, or, if he heard me, did not choose to be 
mtemipted, I re^iired to the front of the dwdling, till soch tune 
as I supposed -'aim unengaged, when, returning, and no longer 
hearing his Wiice, I Imocked at the door. Which being promptly 
(^MB&ed, I dillrered the dispatches, recdTed an answer, and 
disnussed t^^e soldier.' 

" How inipressiye an example of sincere 4erotion have we 
here ! T^.e leader of our armies, though oppressed with cares 
md' labbvi, an unequalled burdeo, yet forsakes hisr friendly couch 
at the dfiWn of day^ and upon his knees, * cries unto Grod with 
his Yoiee.' He is not ccntent with unuttered pray^. His cam- 
estnes^j seeks its natural yent in audible and articulate sounds." 
Brit this is the man, and this is the religion which cmr objeet- 
ors slander and oppose. Who but is^els, deists, and Sabbath* 
beakers could do it ? 

FKAMXUM. 

When the ddegates were met in Conventiob, at I^iiladdphia, 
in May, 1787, to form a Coostitutian for the United States^their 
councils were in a measure distracted, and some warmtli and 
acrimonious feeling were manifested. It was in- this state of 
diings that Dr. Franklin rose and made the following remariES : — 

^ Mr* President^ — ^The small progress we haye made, af^er 
four o£ fiye weeks' do^e attendance, and continual reasonings 
with ea^h other, our different sentiments on almost eyory ques* 
tion, seyeral of the last producing as many noes as ay«s, is, me* 
thinks^ a melancholy proof of the imperfecticm of the^ human 
understanding* We indeed seem to feel our own want of po» 
litical wisdom, since we haye been running aU abont in search 
of it We haye gone back to ancient history for models of 
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gorenmMDt, and ezamiaed the different fonns of those repujldies 
which, having (»iginally been fixmed with the seeds of theii 
own dissoltttioB, now no longer exist, and we have viewsd 
modem states all round Europe, but find none of their consti- 
tntions snitable to our caicomstances. 

"^ In this situation of this Assembly, groping, as it wore, in the 
dark, to find political truth, and scarce able to dbtinguish. it 
when presented to us, how has it happened, sir, that we hftye 
net hithesto cnce thought of -humbly apt^ying to the Father of 
lights to iUuminate our understandings ? In the beginning of 
the contest with Britain, when we were segssible of dax^er, we 
had daily pmyers in this room for the Divine protection. Ou. 
prayers, sir, were heard, and they were graciously answered. 
All of us who were engaged in the struggle, must have ob- 
Sfcred frequent instances of a superintending proyidence in our 
favor. To. that kind providence we oWe this happy oppcHrtu- 
nity of consulting in peace on the means of estaUisfaing our 
future national felicity. And have we now fbrgottm that 
powerftd friend ? or do we imagine that we no longer need 
his almstance? I have lived, sir, a long time, and the longer 
I live, the move convincing prools I see of this truth, ihat 
God governs in th^^^airs of men. And if a sparrow cannot - 
fall to the ground without his notice, is it probaUe that an 
empire^canjdse without his ai4 ? We have been assured, sir, 
in the sacred writings, that ' except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in v^ who build it.' I firmly believe this ; and I 
also believe that without His concurring aid we shall succeed 
in this political building no better than the build«rs of Babd; 
we shall be divided by our little, partial, local interests; ouz 
I»ojects will J)e confounded, and we ourselves shall become a 
reproach and a by-word down to future ages. And, what is 
worsen mankind may^ hereafter, firotti this unfartunate instance, 
despair of estabiishiag govemlnent by human wisdom, and 
leave it to chaiuse, war, and conquest 

^ I therefore beg leave to move that, henceforth, prayei8,.im- 
ploring the assistance of heaven, and its blessing on our delihe> 
rations, behdd in this Assembly every moming before we pro- 
ceed to business; and that one or more of the dergy of this 
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city be requested to officiate in that serrioe.''— <5^rib' Edition 
of FrankUiCt Works. 

They then adfoomed. When they again met th^y had pray* 
era,!aiid there was no di^cnlty in prosecating their work. Does 
this movement of Franklin's look like infidelity ? 

At another time he was not ashamed to avow diat he ^ b^ 
lieTCMd in the providence of God, as goveming the world; that 
the CoNSTlTTrnoir was influenced, guided, and governed by that 
Onmixwtent, Omi4present, and beneficent Ruler, in whom all 
inferioor spirits live, and move, ftnd luive their being ; and that 
public prayers to God, by national bodies, were appropriate and 
necessary." This does not look like the language of an anti- 
chxiBtian man. But ]>r. Franklin tells us, that when he was fif- 
teen years of age, ^e was sceptical, and doubted revelation itself 
tboiog'h he was educated a Calvinist, and had pious parents. 
He then: read some voluknes against deism, and they, strange as 
it may appear> m%de him a perfect deist He says — "My 
arguments perverted some other young persons, particularly 
Collins and Ralph. But in the sequel, when I recollected that 
they had both used me eztremefy ill, without .the smallest re- 
morse ; when I considered the behavior of Keith, another free* 
thinker, and my otm conduct towards Vernon and Miss Reed, 
which, at times, gave me great uneasiness, I was led to suspect 
this.doctrine ; though it mi^ht be true,- it was not very useiuL 

^^ Revelation, indeed, as soch, had na infiiuence on my mind ; 
but I was of opinion, that thongh isertain actions^could not be 
had, merely because revelation had prohibited them, or good, 
because it enjoined them, yet it w^ probable that those acticms 
were prc^ibited because they were bad for us, or enjoined be- 
cause advantageous in their nature, all things considered. This 
persuasion^ divine Providence, or some guardian angel, and, 
perhaps, a concurrence of £Kvoralde cireumstanees operating, 
preserved me from all immorality. ♦ ^ • I may say «o- 
luntary, because the errors into which I had fiillen, had been 
in a manner, the Aireed ronilt, either of my own mexperience, 
or the -dishonesty of others. Thus, before I entered on my own 
new career, I had nnbibed solid principles, and a.character of 
pftjbiiy." V 
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TlMte were the yiewa oi the boy FranUuit at the age oC 
fifteen. 

At the commencement of his ISe, writted by himself, we 
hear him exclaiming— «nd this he tells us was written, in his 
old^tige — 

^ And here let me, with all humility, acknowledge, that to a 
divine Froyidence I am indebted for the felicity I have hitherto 
enjoyed. It is that power alone which has famished me with 
the means I hare employed, and that has crowned me with 
success. My jGuth, in this respect, leads me to hope^ though I 
cannot count upon it, that the divine goodness will still be 
exercised toward me. * * * My fiituxe fortune is unknown 
but to Him in whose hand is our destiny, and who can make 
our Tery afficticDS sirtMervient to our benefits" * * * 

Just before his death, it iasaid (^ him : 

'* During this state, when the severity of his pains sometimes 
drew forth a groan of complaint, he would observe that he was 
afiaid he did not bear them as he ought, acknowledging his 
gmteiul soise of the many blessings he had received "from that 
Supreme Being who had raised him fromsmall and low begioh 
nings, to such high rank and. considemticsi among men. And 
he had no doubt these afflictions were intended to wean him 
from this world." 

Feakklhi's EFiTAfH.-*The foUowing epitaph wap written 
by himself^ many years previous to his death : 

*' The Body of Bonjamin Franklin, Priater, (like the cover of 
an old bode, its contents ]tom out, and stripped of its lettering 
and gilding,) lies here food for worms. Yet the work itself 
shall not be lost, for it will (as he believed,)' appear once more 
in a new and more beautiM edition, corrected and amended by 
the Attthor.'' 

Is this deism, infidelity, atheism, and anti-ehristianity ? If 
s(^ it is not like the language of anti-chri^tian men at the pre- 
sent day: for, in the epitaph is recognized the doctrine ^of the 
separation of soul and body at death ; the resurrection and per- 
fec^onof both ; and the superintending providence and almighty 
power of the L(xd, Jehovah* On what did Franklin found 
these opinions, if not on the revelation made in the Holy Bible ? 
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all those who- would detract foom the moral and religioos cha* 
lacter oi Dr. 'Franklin, and extinguuih the light of the Christian 
rdigioQ and the Sabhath, to read the following letter, pub- 
liriied in the New-York Obserrer, it being as appropriate to 
siieh as it was to Thomas Biine. 

f&aneun's lsttee to pim. 

. Thfe tract, Don't Unchain the Tiger^ (No. 280 of the Ameri- 
can Ttact Society,) written by Her. William Wisner) contains 
the , following Extract, purporting to be from a letter of Dr. 
Franklin to Thomas Paine, on' his submitting to him his Age 
of Keason, in manuscript : **! would advise, you not to attempt 
unchaining the tiger ^ but to bum this piece b^bre it is seen by 
any other person. If men are so*^ wicked with religion, what 
would they be without it ?" 

It has been stoutly denied by infidels, that Franklin ever wrote 
such a letter, especially on the ground that Fra^klin died before 
the Age of Reason was published. This has led to the inquiry 
whether the letter be genuine ) and the reply is, it is found in 
the Loudon edition of Franklin's works, by his grandson, Wm. 
T. Franklin, vol. iiL page !^9; in ;Duane*s Philadelphia edition, 
vol. vi. page 243 ; and McCarty and Davis' Philadelphia edition 
of his Memoirs, 1834, vol L page 623 ; and is as folldws : 

\without date.} 
"To » • * ' 

^Dear Sir,— I have read your manuscript with some atten- 
tion. By the argyment which it contains, against a particular 
Providence, though you allow a general Providence, you strfte 
at the feimdations of all religion. For, without the Ibelief of a 
Providence, that takes> cognizance of, guards, and . guides, and 
may fovor partientar persons, there is no motive to worship a 
Dei^, to fear its displeasure, or to pray for its protection. I will 
not enter into any disciisacm of your principles, though you seem 
to desixrit At present, I shall only gite you my opinion, that 
though your reasonings are subtle, and may prevail with some 
iaid«ni» yoo wUl not soeeeed so as to change the general senti- 
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ing this piece will be, agieatdeal of odium dnwn upon yourself^ 
mischief to you, and no benefit to othenk He that spits against 
the wind, spits in his.own &<Se. But were you to -succeed, do 
you imagine any good will be done by it 1 You youiself may 
find it easy to live a yirtuous life without the assistance afforded 
by religion; you haying a clear perception of the advantages of 
vinue and the disadvantages of vice, and pnssesmng a streng^ cxf 
resolution soflficient to enable you to resist common temptatioqa. 
But think how great a portion of mankind consists of ignorant 
men and women, and of inexperienced, inconsiderate youth of 
both sexes, who have need of the motives of religion to restrain 
them from vice, support their virtue, and retain them in the prac- 
tice of it, till it becomes habitual, which is the great point for its 
secority. And, perhaps, you are indebted to her originally, that 
is, to your religious education, f^r the habits of virtue upon which 
you now justly value yburs^ You might easily display your 
excellent talents of reasoning upon a less hazardous subject, and 
thereby obtain a rank with our most distinguished authors.. For 
among us it is not necessary, as among the Hottentots, that a 
youth, to be^ raised into the company of men, diould prove his 
manhood by beating his mother. I would advise you, therefore, 
not to attempt unchaining the tiger, but to bum this piece be- 
fore it is seen by any other person ; whereby you will save your- 
self a great deal of mortification firom the enemies it may raise 
against you, a^d, perhaps, a good deal of regret and repentance. 
*' If men are so wicked with religion, what would th^ be lottA- 
ottf it? I intend this letter itself as a proof of my fiiiendship, 
and therefore add no. profekions tu it, but subscribe, simi^y, 
: * . . "Yours, 

' «B. Feamojn." 

As to the authenticity of diis letter, a literary gentleman, who 
has been unwearied in. collectiDg the Original documents, kc, of 
Dr. Franklin, says, evidently with great propriety: 

^ I have not the least doubt that the letter was written by 1)1. 
FrankluL — 1. Because it was publi^ed by his grandsoii, in his 
edition of Dr. Franklin's works. — 2, Because the style and turn 
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of eaqirefl&doii have some of the marked peculiarities of Frank- 
lin. — 3. because the idea of a 'particular Providence,' coii!- 
tained in the letter, is precisely such as he advances in other 
parts of his writings. It was a farorite topic, upon which he 
wrote one of^his hest essays. 

^ ThQ tradition that it was addressed to Paine," says the same 
gentleman, ^ is not improbahle. The first infidel work published 
by him, I believe, was the 'Age of Reason.' This did not appear 
till after Franklin's death : but the author seems to hint, in his 
pre&ce, that pans had been written for some time. Franklin 
returned to Europe in the summer of 1785, and Paine did not go 
to France till more &an a year afterwards. Within this space, 
therefore, he might have shown to Franklin a sketch or outline 
of his intended publication, the perusal of which may have drawn 
forth the letter in question. But whether the letter was ad- 
dressed to Paine or not is of small moment, as it does not affect 
its intrinsic merits." W. A. H. 

The following particulars respecting Thomas Paine, firom 
Cheetham and Sherwin's life of him, will be of interest and im- 
portance in this connection. 

'' Thomas Paine was bom at Thetford, in Norfolk, in 1737. 
Came to Philadelphia, cm the invitation of Benjamin Franklin, 
in 1774. In 1787 he embarked for France, and visited Paris ; 
then went to England. The second part of his Rights of Man 
was published May 21, 1792. Arrived in France Sept., 1792. 
Just before his confinement, in France, which, (as some say, 
was December, 1793,) he finished the first part of the Age 
of Reason ; confided it to the care of his friend Joel Barlow ; 
and it was published. After the fidl of Robespierre he was 
released, and, in 1795, published, at Paris, the second part of 
his Age of Reason. Others fix the date of the publication of 
the first part in 1795, and of the second in 1796. He remained 
in France until August, 1802, when he embarked for America, 
and reached Baltimore the October following. Died June 8th, 
1809, in his 73d year." 

Paine probably wrote a part or the whole of the Age of Reason 
while on his first visit to Am^ca, between the years 1774 and 
24 
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nSTf. It mmt have been during this tune tkat.the mamiBcript 
wms shown to Dr. Fianklini who advised him not to publish it: 
in eoosequenee of which advice, probably, its appearance was 
deferred until after the death of Franklin. Fame came to Ame- 
rica on the invitaticn of Franklin. Their acquaintance was inti- 
mate, and nothing was mote probable than that Fbine showed 
Franklin his work and asked his advice— after which he would 
have little inclination to publish it during Franklin's life, since he 
had passed such severe sentence of condemnation upon it. Though 
Franklin was not in America^ but a part of 1775 and 1776, part 
of 1785, and until Paine l^t, ^VST, yet he was here sufficiently 
long, during Paine's first stay, to have frequent interviews with 
him ; as, in &ct, he actually had. Paine, then, as may be seen 
by the above account, did not write the whole of his Age of Rea^ 
SOD while in prison in Paris, though he might have re-written 
and revised it there. 

Though the reasonings of infidels and deists, therefore, may 
be " subtle," and calculated to deceive many on this subject, and 
though they may dalm the names of distinguished men, yet they 
cannot blot out the Sabbath, any more than they can destroy the 
Christian religion. They are twin sisters, which must and will 
go together ; and they are iMHoaxAL. Infidels and wicked men 
may persecute them, and drive them from city to city, and firom 
one country to another; or, for a time, drive them into seclusion; 
but they vdll still live, and their in^'ence will continue to spread, 
until it is fdt around the globe. 

Objection XV. — ^You will peovoke Persecution, should your 
serUimerUs on Sabbath-breaking be generally known. 

Wicked, anti-christian men say, if these views relative to the 
Sabbath reform should become generally known, and be carried 
out, they would lead to bitter and bloody persecutions. What 
if they do? That would no more prove these views to be wrong, 
than the persecutions in the days of Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, 
Isaiah, Jesus Christ, and his apostles and martyrs, against those 
good men, proved that they were wrong. Opposition to any 
cause is no evidence that it is unjust But, as the Bible is true^ 
wherever an attempt is made to reclaim men from the thraldom 
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of sin, there will always be oppodticMH to it ; and persecation, 
just in proportion to the magnitude of the eril, and the hdy zeal, 
peiseTeiance, and ability, which are brought to bear against the 
sin. The best men, engaged in the best of causes, have seen 
and felt this to be true. From the well-known influence of cor- 
rupt propensities and Icmg-cherished sin ; {ram the amount of 
infidelity, atheism, ignorance, and enmity to all good, in our 
land, we expect, if any attempt is made to remove these evils, 
and wrest this people from the hands of the destroyer, there will 
be a terrible opposition from anti-christian men, which may re- 
sult in much waste of blood and human life. The blood of good 
men, on all similar occasions, has flowed, and will flow again, 
before this world is redeemed unto Jesus Christ. 
% Nevertheless, righteousness and peace will ultimately prevail. 
God, the mighty Grod, wiU not always* suffer his law to be tnun- 
pled in the dust by infidels, and his goiq>el to be despised with 
impunity; nor his fitithfiil followers to lie bleeding in the streets. 
He is about to rise and take to himself his great power; and 
though a tremendous battle may be fought before his children 
gain the victory ; and though many of them may fidl in the con^ 
test, firom their ashes and their blood will arise an exceeding 
great army, which will easUy put to flight all the enemies of 
the Sabbath and of our religion. A day of triumph to God's 
people vnll surely come. 

ADDRESS TO FEMALES. 

If there be a single female in all Christendom who can look 
wilh the least complacency on the efforts of anti-christian and 
anti-sabbath men, let her remember that the Sabbath-breaker 
is laboring most effectively to reduce the whole sex to that state 
oi degradation, misery, and bondage, which may be seen in those 
lands where the influence d* the Christian religion and the light 
of the Sabbath are not known: and that he needs but indiffer^ 
ence on her part to accomplish his object with certainty. 

The following extract is from a Sennon to Youth, by Rev, 
A. D. Eddy, 

ON IMFIDELmr. 

^ It is- a source of pleasure, that we are required to address but 
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oae dasB of oar yoath on the sobject of infidelitjr. From this 
delusion and madness the female sex have genendly stood ex- 
empt. Whenerer they hare fallen from the high stand that 
Christianity assigns them, to the level of scepticism, they hare 
become dinrobed of their dignity and virtae, alike a disgrace to 
their sex, and monsters in society. 

" It is alooe almost sufficient to justify the peculiar blessings 
with which Christianity has crowned the female sex, that they 
were never found in q)position to its incarnate Author. * He 
had something to do for women, which should at once emanci- 
pate them from human impositions, and equalize them in diyine 
privileges. * * * Noneof them appear to have been amongst 
his public enemies, either during his life or at his crucifixion. 
Even Pilate's wife warned her husband, on the judgment-seat, to 
have nothing to do against that * just person.' In like manner, 
the multitude of women who followed the Savior from the dty 
to Calvary, instead of joining with the men in the cry of Cru^ 
cify Mm ! ' bewailed and lamented him. Lideed, there is no in- 
stance of any female offering any public indignity to Christ 
while he was cm earth. 

* Not ibe, with tnutoroas kin, her Savior stung ; 
Not she denied him with unholy tongue; 
She, while Apottles shrank, could dangers brave ; 
Last at the cross, and earliest at the grave !' 

'< Religion has borrowed many of her brightest ornaments from 
the female sex, and uniformly poured upon them the choicest of 
her stores; and long may it continue to be alike their disgrace 
and ruin, to despise and reject the religion of heaven !" 

Look at the history of all anti-christian people and heathen 
nations, and learn what woman, without the influence of Chris- 
tianity, is doomed to be : then never for a moment give counte- 
nance to sentiments like our objectors', who would prejudice the 
minds of the people against the Sabbath, far they are the worst 
enemies of your sex. Christianity alone can elevate woman. 

View with indifference or complacency such conduct, and, m 
a few years, you and your daughters may know, by painful ex- 
perience, the effects of infidelity and Sabbath-breaking upon your 
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dcmestk happiness and future prospects. Bewaie, then, m 
entreat yoo, lest you be found preparing the way for your own 
bondage, and the destruction <^ all that is amiable, Tirtuousi 
lovely, and desiiable in the female character, by giving your 
sanction to such impious sentiments. 

LABORINO POOR. 

To the laboring poor let us say, — ^Infidels and deists, (and all 
opposed to the Sabbath we dassjonder this head,) would wrest 
from you your best friend ; for the Sabbath is emphatically " the 
poor man^ friend." They maj pretend to be your friends, but 
they are not Satan pretended to be the friend (^£ye, until he 
had ruined our race ; and he feigned great friendship and con- 
cern for our SayioT, lest he should suffer hunger. Remember, 
Sabbath-breakers are against Grod, his Bible, and his Sabbath ; 
and rather than these should be honored as they ought, they 
would ruin their &ther and mother, their brothers and sisters, 
and the whole human frunily. As you value liberty, comfort, 
peace, and eternal life, do not believe them. 

When we say that the man who desecrates the Lord*s day is 
an enemy to himself, to his family, his neighborhood, and the 
world, we do not allude to those who sincerely and devoutly 
worship God, after the dictates of an enlightened conscience, 
and who strictly observe a seventh day rest. Such we, not only 
in this place, but through all this work, mean, to except. 

But we do say, that that individual who wantonly and habi^ 
Uftlly pro&nes the Sabbath, or observes no Sabbath^ is a danger- 
ous man in the community. His example, if universally follow- 
ed, would blast all our fair prospects, as a nation, in a political 
point (^view. Such men are not only enemies to our republic 
and our religion, but they are enemies to their own best inter- 
ests, and to mankind.. Past history, pro6ne and sacred, ecclesi- 
astical and civil, will prove this asserticMi. We love to quote 
from such authors as the fiDllowing : 

" Do not flatter yourselves that pure and undefiled religion can 

be preserved a single month after the Sabbath is gone ; for the 

house of God will be immediately shut up, or thrown down ; 

your ministers will be driven from the altar; the hallowed fires 

84* 
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wiU be extmgiiuhedoQ all the heights of Zioa; the church will 
be clothed in sackcloth ; her tears will be, all the day and all the 
night, upon her cheeks ; and the strings of her harps, upon the 
willows, will ke swept only by the mournful breezes of the sur- 
rounding desolation." 

If any deny that this is the legitimate effect of giving up the 
Sabbath, let them cast their eye upon that chart of the world, 
whose lines give the history of different religions, and see which 
nations have enjoyed Christianity, and at what period of their 
existence, and which hare not Then tum to their history, and 
leam a lesson which would make the infidel and deist blush and 
hide their heads, but for their hardened impiety, their awful 
blindness, and their determination towards ruin. 

SABBATH-BREAK nro PARENTS. 

In the language of Dr. Humphrey, we say :— 

'* If you care not what becomes of your own flesh ; if you are 
willing to trust the keeping of their morals and their happiness 
to the wayward propensities of unsanctified nature; if you covet 
from them disobedience, neglect, and abuse in this world, their 
withering testimony at the bar of Grod, and their bitter execra- 
tions to all eternity, then let them profime the Lord's day as 
much as they please; let them sport, and fish, and hunt, and 
launch the sail-boat, and lounge in the tavem, while others are 
in the church and the Sabbath school. And lest they should, 
after all, become dissatisfied with the broad way, encourage 
them by your example. Wander about your farms, • * * 
or go into your shops and counting-rooms ; or trayel with the 
mail, under the sancticxi of govemment, and the curse of Hea- 
ven; or meet your companions in the grog-shop, or on the sunny 
side of the distillery. Attend every anti-sabbath meeting, vote 
for the resolutions and sign the remonstrance. Denounce all the 
Sabbatb'keeping boats and stages, and all the petitions to Con- 
gress, as innovations of the rights of conscience, and dangerous 
to the liberties of the country. Such a course will be likely to 
do the work for your families soon, and do it effectually. It will 
bring you, by a short route, to the brink of that gulf, into which 
you may plunge in vain to rescue your sons and daughters from 
destruction." 
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" Give op the Sabbath— blot oat that orb of day-^soflpend its 
blessed attractioDS — and the reign of chaos and ci|^ night would 
retnm. The wares of an unquiet sea, high as our mountains, 
would roll and dash, from west to east and east to west; from 
south to north and north to south, shipwrecking the hopes of 
patriots and the world. 

** Who then is the patriot that would thrust out our ship from 
her peaceful moorings, in a starless night, upon such an ocean of 
stomis, without rudder or anchor, compass or chart 1 The ele- 
ments around us may remain, and oui giant rivers and mountains. 
Our miserable descendants, also, may multiply, and vegetate, and 
rot, in moral darkness and putre&ction. Bm the American cha- 
racter and our glorious institutions, will go down into the same 
grave that entombs the Sabbath; and our epitaph will stand 
forth a warning to the world." — Beecher, 

Look at this, ye Americans, who trample on the Sabbath, and 
quote the opposition made to it by men of great names in the 
Congress of these United States, as a good reas<»i why they 
should receive the highest offices in the gift of the people. Look 
at this, you who scoff at, ridicule, and calumniate the men who 
would rescue this day from its awfrd and alarming pro&nations ! 
As surely as there is a Gk)d in heaven, this nation must give up 
its oppositicm to the Sabbath, or drink deep of the cup of his 
mdignation. 

We cannot, since we have taken the Bible for our guide, do 
without a Sabbath, as well as those nati(»s can who have never 
heard of a Bible. 

Our soci^J^^vil, and religious blessings, together with our 
literary, scientific, and political prosperity, are inseparably con- 
nected with a due observance of that day. Were it possible fiw 
us, as a people and a nation to banish forever from our minds all 
rwerenee and respect for that institution, still the day would not 
be forgotten^ though it might live in our remembrance, only as a 
day of pastime and pleasure, every way tending to contaminate 
and corrupt the morals of all. If we do not keep the day as it 
ought to be kept, better would it have been for us never to have 
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heard of a day of rest firom labor; better to toil day after day, 
withoat respite, till we sink into the grave. 

We may as well expect to live holy and religious lires, with- 
oat a Bible a^withoat a Sabbath. But, blessed be God, ''there 
lemaineth unto us the keeping of the Sabbath.'' There is a Sab- 
bath for the Gentile as well as for the Jew ; '' we will rejoice in 
it and be glad." All the ten commandments, given to Moses, 
are wise and good, admirably calculated to make us happy 
here and hereafter. Since God is also our creator, we would 
have him our Governor to command; our Father to hear and 
answer us when we pray unto him ; our protector and our guide ; 
and his heavenly kingdom our everlasting home. 

Let us for a moment &ncy ourselves awakened firom the slum- 
ben of the night, and visited with the holy and sacred stillness 
of the Sabbath* We gather together the whole human family, 
good and bad, in one vast amphitheatre. The eye of the infinite 
Jehovah is fixed on every individual; there is no comer, where 
any one can hide himself firom the all-searching eye. Man is 
still and silent before his Grod; he dare not think of labor or 
amusement, nor can be be indifferent The cattle upon a thou- 
sand hills are at rest, and a death-like stiUness pervades the uni- 
verse. 

While each eye is fixed on its Creator, each heart beats high 
with anxious hope or fear ; all are listening to hear, or behold- 
ing .to admire ; meditating to improve and praise. Now they 
are addressed by Him, who has summoned them to attend, and 
all, saint and sumer, are commanded to hear and obey. 

Suppose all in this vast assembly to feel themselves under 
every possible obligation to *obey the fourth commandment, in all 
its length and Kreadth — ^to do no work, but thinlymGod and his 
wonderfiil work of creation, providence, and redemption — and to 
meditate on the object of probation, on heaven and hell, one of 
which as destined to be their eternal home, — to read his word, 
and religious devotional books,-— and to attend on the services of 
the sanctuary. In this attitude, and under these circumstances, 
would any one dare turn off his eye or his mind, firom the great 
Searcher of hearts, and say to his neighbor standing by, Sir, can 
you pay me that note ? Will you labor for me to-morrow ? Do 
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yoa intend to sooompanyus in the ride ? What is the news to* 
day? Will you vote for D. and F.? How do yoa like that per- 
son's dress? What are the newest fiushioDS? The same search* 
ing eye is still fixed on erery one standing in his piisence. The 
Sabbath has not been kept holy unto the end of it Qod has not 
dismissed one fiom his presence, and should a solitary indiyidnal 
be guilty of such daring impiety, what would be his doom ? If 
a man were so to lose all rererence, lore, and fear of the chara^ 
ter of Gk)d, while thusfdtuated, what would he not do, when he 
is permitted to attend to the lawful concerns of this world, and 
feels that he is not so immediately in the presence and under the 
inspecticm of the Searcher of hearte? 

He -who can do this, without tear or remorse, is not afraid^ /tlf 
rally^ to break any of the ten commandments. If there is no 
probability of detection by man, and his interest and desires can 
be promoted by it, he will do it Such a man may fear a fellow 
viormj but <* there is no fear of God before his eyes." We have 
long thought that the wanton and habitual Sabbath-breaker, if 
there were no danger of his being detected in wickedness, by man ; 
and if his character among men^ and his property would not sirf* 
fer, would be prepared for any crime. There are no terrors fef 
bun in the thunderings and lightnings of SinaL 

It may be thought that we assume too high a tone. But if 

we begin to do /tttfe things on the Sabbath, such as walking our 

streets, roaming over our ftrms, attending mmeeessaiily to our 

flocks and herds; stepping into the Poetoffice, reading and wri^ 

ing letters on biuiness, perusing literary, historical, and political 

publications, thinking of our worldly business, doing errands, 

speaking of fashions, customs, parties, amusements and the likie, 

we shall gradually come to do more and more. We shall soon 

argue ourselyes into the belief that it is necessaty, and tnao€«n^, 

to do many things on that day ; such as trayeling for pleasure or 

on business, furnishing conyeyances, and making our cattle work, 

and the stranger within our gates ; visiting, and bringing up our 

aocoimts ; ojiening and putting up our goods with closed doors, 

taking inventories, making out writs, filling up declarations; 

and thus shall we, by and by, wholly disregard the SabbatL 

We called the former little things. May God pardon the im- 
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piety. They are of sufficient Butgnitode, if habitually indulged, 
to call down the wrath and indignation of a holy €rod. The 
fourth commandment will be the test of our obedience. The 
Sabbath is a day that Qod claims for his service ; and self-grati- 
ficatko, or worldly gain are the only possible inducements men 
can have to pro&ne it Will it be taken for granted, that God 
can look with indifference upon such impious and high*handed 
rebdlion? We, sinful creatures, seek our pleasure, and insult 
the Being who feeds and sustains us ; and who alone can make 
our blessings sources of real good to us ! What if we, by oar la- 
bors, on that day, add a little more to our earthly possessions? 
All we haye, or can hare, b the property of him in whose hand 
our breath is, and who has said, we must give account to him of 
our stewardship ; and he may say to us this night, ^ thou mayest 
be no longer steward." 

Ye who pro&ne the Sabbath, little think that in no other way 
can your, guilt accumulate so &si ; and by no other means can 
you make such rapid strides to heU. €ro on a little longer, and 
your cup of wmth will be full, to be poured upon you withoot 
mature^ A little more, and you will be wailipg in the bottom- 
lesspiiL 

Oh, this day, this blessed day, must be kept Ao/y. All, whether 
saint or sinner, need such a day; we need the exercises which 
are appropriate to it, in view of those awful considerations, and 
realities, with which we must soon be fiimiliar* 

The principal reason why bad men array themselves against 
thift day, is, that they well know, if they can blot out the Sab- 
bath, the world.will soon be without even the form of godliness. 
Their efforts against this day, arise from a deadly hostility to 
the religion of the Bible : and if they have any celigiou them- 
selves, it can be no better than that of the Mohammedan, or 
pagan ; and their morality, if they have any, is founded on, and 
measured by, the opinions and maxims of men. By their efforts, 
they would bind the poor in chains of ignorance, despotian, and 
moral death; rob our independence of its cmly mainspring, our 
naticMi of its sheet anchor, and this tempest-tost world of its last 
hope. 

Boasting infidel, no more proToke by your efforts to bring the 
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Sabbath into disrepate,. the Ahnightjr, unless the energies of 
your ann are sufficient to pluck down the stars, stop the sun in 
its conrae, and roll from Uieir deep bed the firm foundaticns of 
Jehavah's empire. You, whose puny arm flags at the toucb of 
an ague, whose eye is dimmed with ^e ravages of a few years, 
and whose heart quails at the lightnings flash, and the shrieks 
of the dymg, contending with the matchless Dettt ! ! Boasting 
thyself to be somethings while perishing before the moth ! Ob, 
madness and infatuation without a parallel. The greatest wis- 
dom of man is to know himsdf a man— a poor frail worm of 
the dust— and that the God of the Bible is the God of the 
tDUYerse. 

Ponder it well, that every man, who betieves in the binding 
nature of the fourth commandment, whether a professor of re- 
ligion or not, if, in any way he pro&ne the Sabbath, is helping 
to sahrert our government, and introduce misrule ; he is under- 
mining the piUars which support all that is dear to the philan- 
thropist and the ChristiaB. 



CHAPTER VL 

APPEAL IN BEHALF OF THE SABBATH. 

There are agents and periodicals to plead the cause of 
Bibles, Missions, Tracts, Education, Temjilerance, Sabbath 
Schools, Colonization, Abolition, Peace, Purity, &c; but where 
is the voice and where are the agents who plead the cause of 
the Sabbath, to which every good object owes its existence and 
support ? 

That such a day has been appointed for our observance, few 
if any sincere believers in divine revelation will deny; and that 
there are most weighty reasons why we should observe it, can- 
not be doubted, if we admit that God has a right to command 
us, and that we should love our neighbor as ourselves. It 
would seem impossible, for any man of common intelligence and 
moral h<mesty, to look back upon the history of our world, view 
the different conditions of the nations and people who have loved 
the Sabbath, and those who have not, without being convinced, 
not only of its utility but of the absolute necessity of such an in- 
stitution, in order to our comfort and highest prosperity. 

In the language of another, " I hold it to be an obvious and 
certain truth, that the chief means of forming men to a good 
character, is the due observance of a Christian Sabbath ; and 
that without this all other means wiilfail. * * * While, on the 
other hand, every man who neglects to remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy, shows himself an enemy to the best inter- 
ests of his country. He stands guilty of casting contempt upon 
the most effectual means which infinite wisdom has provided 
for curing the madness of the passions, for checking vice, and 
preparing the human &mily for that quiet j pure and rational en- 
joyment, of which they are capable." 

The Sabbath was one of the two sacred institutions of Para- 
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dise, which shows its importttnoe in the dirine arrangement, as 
well as its necessity for ^e benefit of man. The first entire day 
of man's existence was kept as /a Sabbath. Adam was then in 
his innocence; but he ne^ed this holy rpst, for the benefit of 
his soul. He hadrnot then been doomedto earn his bread by the 
sweat of Jus brow. Still he^4eeded a day of rest, for the benefit 
of his body. .... 

The fact that Grod ccMamanded, no^ only that, man and his 
hoiis^old, hut the bea9t, which toils for his benefit, should rest 
one day in seven, aAd " be refreshed," shows that our ^animal 
nalture is 80«con9tituted as to. need more-^rest than can be enjoyed 
during the night season. In some countries there is little, in 
others, np night, for a long time. There, certainly,, the poor 
laboring man and beast need the rest of the Sabbath. Even in 
thiscDuntry^highly &yored as we are m the division of our time, 
it is seen that, the man who ** remembers the Sabbath day to 
keep it h^y," enjoys better health in body and mind, than the 
man who violates the law of his Maker. • The horse or the ox, 
not allowed to rest one day in seven, cannot, in his natural life, 
accomplish as much labor as the oUe which i^ allow^ed to rest 
according to the divine command. For why should the rest of 
Cfae day in seven be require for them, if the hours of the night 
are suficient to. refresh- them 1 It wiilnot be pretended th^t 
they need the seventh day rest, to be in^^roved either for intel- 
lectual or moral purposes. 

To toil 00,' regardless d* this arrangement, shortens life and 
disqualifies us for vigorous action;, we lose property by it, pro- 
duce more suffering, and incur the divine displeasure. God 
knew what was best for inaii and beast; and if we attempt to 
counteract the law>of our natureSvhich he- has ordained, and 
contemn his authority, wei shall suffer the misery and the loss 
which such folly and ^presumption must utiavoidably bring 
up4Hi us. . ' 

To desecrate the Sabbath then, is to' invite temporal losses 
and sufferings, luld expose the^ trausgressor to everlasting per- 
dition. The mati- who dares profane the Sabbath, is sinaing 
against his own soul andbody— against the soul and body of his 
fellow man^against the creatures God has made, and against 
25 
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GodUmadf^who wifl hdd him apcoimtable for aU the evil he 
mty oocMMD. 

MimsnBS OF THE 60SFEL. 

We^ appeal to the watdimen standing upon the walls of 
ZioQ. To you, reverend and respected brethren^ is eommitted 
the care of the ChristiaDi Church. You are to watch for saala. 
Christ's kingdem has been set up in the world, and you are to 
see that it is established in every land. Every encouxagiii^ eir- 
eomstance, in theprovid^e <^ God, that will aid thiscause, 
70a are to sieze on with avidHy> and ^i^ly with untiiiog perse- 
Terance. Every movement of the' enemy; against this holy en- 
terprise, it is expected you will ^iscover^ and boldly, strenuously, 
and persevenngly, oppose. - Watching, as you should, with in- 
tense interest and deep sc^icitude, all these iSiovements, you xnay 
be nsponsible for the inroads which arQ made upcm this king^ 
dom, to wett as for the ezt^ision and^ ultimate triumphs of 
righteousness and peace. . ' ^ . 

When good is in prosp^t, you are to incite to conquest ; when 
danger threatens, you must sound the alarm. " We musrad^ 
dress the conscience; we must be bold in onx appeal to the 
hearts of men ; we must assent all the authority and majesty of 
truth. The minister of religion must not shrink from his task 
on such a question ; hemust cry aloud and sjrate not; he must 
show the people of God /.their transgression, and the house of 
Jaeob, their sin.'^" The man who will h^d hk peac^ when the 
church, or any of the sacred institutions of our religion ia in 
danger, is iiicurring great guilt, and may suffer toith the wicked. 

There are now many evih abroadin the land^ The enemy has 
taken the field, uhsheadved his sword, and begun the work of 
death. His forces ar6 strong — ^his attacks x&nous— his plans 
vcdly. . Your-eye 'cannot &il to see his on-^rd maix^h, and the 
wide-spread desoladons of Ms footsteps* Your ear must hear 
the groans of the wounded, and the prayer- of ^e righteous. 
But, whenever there is^ greater danger irom one spuree than 
another, you must raise your •* voice fike a trumpet" , Has not 
that time uiived ? A powerful, systematic, and simultaneous 
effort is making by the fwces of the ungodly, to blot out the 
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Christ^ Sabbath, and thereby, with one stroke, extenniiiate the 
whole system of revealed religioii. -They are not too blind to 
know, that should they sqcceed, their most sanguine eipeeta- 
tions 'wiU be riealized. 

It is an admitted &ct, that, while righteousness ezalteth a 
natiom '* the Sabbath is* the chief organ of its administratioQ; 
the main-spring of all moral movements; the great center of 
attracticxi, and formation of illumination to the moral world.'* 
It lies at the foundation of the woild's conversion unto God^ 
For of what avail will it be that an atonement has been made, 
and a way of ^ life proclaimed in the gospel, if we are to have no 
ministers of that gospel, and no day set apart cm which to aa- 
semble and receive its ccxisdling and sanctifying inflaences? 
Surely the Sabbath is the conservatoi of the BiUe and its 
blessed privileges ; and through them, the palladium fif 4«r 
liberties. 

Who of you, in your sacred employments, would loog survive 
the obliteration of the Sabbath ? How long would it be, heSan 
oar churches would be demdished, or conseciated to the service 
ci Baal ? Hqw long before Christian assemblies would be 
known only in the history of ages gone by ? How long before 
we, or our descendants, like the heathen phitosophers of old, the 
barbarous Arab, the besotted Hottentot, should be groping oar 
way to the grave, beycmd which, all would be ^* dark uncev* 
tainty ?** How long, before we, or those who come after os^ 
should fidi down before a Juggemaut-^sacrifiee to deviUH-:€ffcr 
upon a bloody altar human sacrifices— roll in filth and wallow in 
poUttticm — settle down in ignorance, and forget that we were 
ence elevated almost to heaven in |nivileges; but now are M- 
en, because we remembered not ^' the Sabbath day to keep 
itholy?" 

Is there no reason to foar that the Sabbath wiU be blotted out, 
and that all these evils will come upcm us ? Let us for a mo« 
ment look at fiicts, and then answer this important question. 

liSjuiY of your ntunbes violate the sacredness of this day by 
ixaveling firom .parish to {Nurish, or by journeys on canafe, in 
stages, steamboats, and cank Oh, if the watchmen continue la 
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add their ^jampie to encoonge this aUf where will the evil 
end? 

There are hundreds and thousands in our ^land^ professocs of 
the religion of Jesus Christ, who have covenanted to keep his 
eominandinents^ and yet are often guilty of breaking the fourth, 
by traveling, by unnecessary labor and worldly ccnyersatioQ. 
Such cases are hi more nnmerous, than many are aware.oC 
Prdessing Christians also, hold stock, and some even are di- 
rectors, in Sabbath-breaking establishments. Others of them go 
or send to the Postoffice, indulge in secular reading, keep .a man 
to distribute milk on that, as well as on other days of the week. 
While this state of things exists in. the church^have we not 
reason to fear that the sin will continue and increase^ till the 
Sabbath is fiirgotten, or remembered only as a day of amuse- 
ment and dissipation? 

Our National Legssm^tube does not suitably regard the 
Sabbath, but constantly and impiously causes it to be profimed, 
and encourages in its profanation not less than sixty or eighty 
^ousand of her constituents, including ihqse employed in the 
Fostoffice departments, those who carry the mail, and those who 
Tisit Fostoffices <m that day. More thair this, thousands of 
others quote the example of this Legislature, as a justification 
for- traveling, boating, and almost all other kinds of Sabbath.- 
breakings It is high authority. From the President tmd the 
Speaker, down to the lowest officer in that assembly, with few 
exceptions, they desecrate this holy day ; and is this the way by 
which we shall become that happy people whose' God is the 
Lord ? Is not this causQ for alarm ? 

In the arrangement of our jitdigial froceedings, in many of 
our circuits, judges and lawyers are compelled to travel from 
county to county on the Lord's day, or the courts ar^ not opened 
in season, and the interests of the client are neglected. What 
would such judges do with the man who should be arraigned 
for contempt of the. Sabbath ? Who would try him ? Who 
would condemn him ? Who wotild punish him ? * No( oiie. 
Our laws, in respect to the observance.of that day, have become 
almost, if not altogether, a dead letter* ' ' 

Our public conveyances, our transporting companies, and 
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scxae of oar mannfiicttiiiiig establiahmettts, contmne tlieir Iraii- 
neae oa the Sabbat^ No man can engage in them, inileaa lie 
fil^t cQD^Mnts to amy himaelf against Oody help to cpea the 
fleodrgatee of iniquity, and deluge the worid with ignofanoat 
criiiie, and moral death. 

Bat all the business ci thisldnd, which is already T^ry coih 
siderable, and daily intsreaaing, widi the incveasihg number of 
our eanals^ railroad steamboats, navigable jivers, and national 
roads» is in the Ibands of thdse^^whom some of our miaisteei, 
many prdfesong Christiana, pur national legislature, jurists, and 
oowtoil, are daily encoutaging in.'their deseeiatiaa gf the Sab* 
bath. Do these thmgs afford no just .gnmnd of alarm? 

Now look tipon the laboring dass of the community, ^niaek is 
most affected hy this wicked and unjatt demand upon its ser* 
Tie«a. -Many of them'ai^ poor and ignoraiit--o^;>hans-^aend» 
less.* They need a day c^ re^t^they need iastnictieft— thiBy 
need the consolations of the gospel-^they need a watchman— a 
guide. But, ^las! m the present istate of public feeling, they 
can jeig<^ none of these things. The«tage driver, ^e coaeh- 
man, tha carman, the boatman, the p<fft«, the Steward, the 
cook, thei milkman, die ostler, 4he waaher-woman, the barber, 
the bootrblack*, and many others, ipust toil seven days for thff 
wages of sim. Aside from the injustice done to these rca or 
twelve hundred tbmsand immortal beings, aia there no erils lo 
be feared from their influence, scattered, as they are, orei^all the 
land, and in eYery-schooLof rice, on the* rising, geneiatioii, .and 
at the polls, wh^ they, faainng so hxig been away from the 
Care and prol^tion of the Tirtuous^ and deprnred of thieir own 
rightd, will care little for the rije^hts and wdftre of others ? Oh, 
there is a cloud gathering, charged with indescribable calami- 
ties^ and ready to burst upon this guilty nation. "I tremble," 
said Jefferson, <«wh^ I remember that God is just." 

Looi once^more upon our great thorough&tes: see the-thofr 
sands and hundreds of thousands of gendemen and ladies trnveT- 
ing on Sunday. . The boats, stages, and cars, all mo7e forward, 
and the crowd pass on with tfaemu See sailors and boatmoi by 
scores, Und withm a few rods of a chapel erected for tb^eir relip 
gious^improTement, ^Ufed to labor ali the day, while they axe 
25* 
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frtnUhfiig for the bread of life. See merchants, mechanics, and 
nrofenioDal men, begnming to open their shops- and offices ; and 
agTicaltnrists to cnltirate th«ir fields on Sunday ; the sports- 
maa, too, with his dog and gun in the fidd, and tell us, to what 
will these things grow, if suffered to pass nnrehuked ?- Tell us, 
is there no cause of alarm ? 

But we will not jrarsae thntnun of thought Watchman I 
" What think you of tKe night?" It appears to i«, dangcar is 
ahead^that we hear the funeral dirge of our liberties, of our re- 
ligion, and of our ^ory. But if you discover no such danger, 
oaa hear nothing which excites alarm, this nation will dream on 
in sin ; its death^like slumbers can nerer be broken by our feeble 
voice ; and, before the grave doses on this generation, will it 
not have entombed all the hopes of the philanthropist, the par 
triot, and the Christian ? Let us now ask> what will you do? 
You have a Toice. which can be heard through this Whole na- 
tion, and over all Christendom^ Would you, each vad all of jou, 
now imitate the example of Nehemiah on this subject^ and, like 
him,' show to all men that you are in eamest^about your Mas- 
ter's bu8in^»— that his law must be heard, and imcft be obeyed, 
Crod would bless your efforts, men would. heajj believe, tremble, 
and obey. The truth of God is . mighty-— wickediiess cazmot 
stand before' it. The devil has not the effrontery to stand and 
dispute a single truth coming irom an humble, bbld^unc^ending 
servant of the Most High !, 

If this sentiment be correct, a&d the desirable reformation be 
not effected, then where lies, the guilt ? In whose skirts will the 
blood of souls be found ? The wtitchmen are slumbering, with 
the church, and the world. 6, what responsibility ! Sooner 
than occupy you!r place in the church,. unless awake to this- des* 
olating evil, and putting forth all pur energies to remove it, we 
would bend over ^e mouth of a volcano, or step into the jaws 
of a crocodile. >• : *' 

Let all' the ministers of Christ now engage. against- this blight- 
ing upas— this hydra monster, which ^s rushing qy&c our land, 
carrying before it all that is fair and hopefhl, and we should soon 
witness the triumphs of the Sabbath reform, which would give 
a new impulse to all our moral reforms, and establish ^ a 



APPEAL III BSBALF OF. 295 

broader and finner foundation, those institatioiis which hare for 
their object the diss^minatioii of ' tmth,. the comfort and elera- 
tion of the wretched, and the conrersion of the world. If only 
ten men would take hold of this subject, as did Nehemiah, it 
would certainly succeed The evil can be remedied-^the deluge 
can and must be^stayed. It is practicable— and it is safe to em- 
bark in the undertaking. 

There is net^ no longer any doubt where the eril of Sabbath- 
breaking originates. It is with, inisiness-men — the meieha&t, 
the manufacturer, and the traveling gentleman. Xhese men 
create the demand for stage, boat, and canal labor. 

No good man, when he views ^is subject in Its true light, it 
is believed, will oppose an entire cessation of worldly business 
on th€^ Lord's day— although the ^enen^ of the BiUe, of his 
country, and of our race, may. 

3PRIVATE CHEH^TIANS. 

We appeal idso to every private Gliristian, high jx low, rich 
or poor. You stsind on an eminence; the world is gazing upon 
you ; the example you set will not cmly tell on your own'cha^ 
meter and destiny,, but on ^he character and destiny of unborn 
«g«8. ; . 

Perhaps you may think you will not be known as a Christian, 
when .traveling from home ; and your influence will not.b^ very 
deleterious. But this is a mistisJEe. You wU be known ai^ a 
Christian, if youact^ consistently; and if you are not known in 
tlus character, you will, in all probability, be known as fi Ay- 
pocHte. 

Professors, when traveliqg &r from home, with little money, 
ave in the habit of saying, "I must travel, on the Sabbath; I 
have a family at h<5me;. I fear they pre sick, and need my coun^^ 
sel and assistance/' But, dear friends, remember, these are ad« 
diti(mal I'easons why you shouMnot disobey God. If you had 
what would buy you earthly friends, you might think you could 
do a tittle longer without the assistance and friendship of God* 
Who is it tha^ gives' you your money, your, friends, and all your 
e&joyments ? ¥ou will say, God. We' ask, then, is it wise, 
whtt your means are slender, and when ybi;i most need His aid, 
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to disobey Him, a&d cut Him off? But it is wise and safe, at 
all times, in all places, and vmder ^ ciiciUDStaiiees, to obey 
Qod ; andlie t^ joa to>' leineinber tlie Sabbath day to keep 
it holy*" 

Yoa are boimd, not only to keep the Sabbath youadf^ bat to do 
al^in your power to have your household, and the stnmger within 
your gates, observe and Sanctify it Pume.the' connle marked 
ont by Nehemiah. Obserre wiA what sttictness the Jews were 
oommanded to keep holy tinke. Some of yoa havemore- and 
some less influence in the chozch, and over your acqnainlenee ; 
and you are aH held res|K»8ible hr the best direction of that 
inflaeoce. Let lore to sbols and to Jesos Chiistpranpt yoa to 
eeme to the hdp of this cause. 

Ydu, who are auaiKEsa'yiXN, can 'do mooh, and there is now n 
can for your best efforts. OpFKqg&s in the churefa, and thoee who 
fin plac^ of. honor and trust, can do much for their Master. 

Editors of religious periddicals are placed in circumstainces 
pcooliaily responsible. TAcfriaftaence- is felt threoghoat Chris- 
tendonu It is equal to that of those who serve at the. altar, if 
n6t greater. They can contribute as mueh tpward foMniog a 
ooirectpabliCvCQnyscience,4is any other iidass of men. Let them, 
theo, with their United voice and manly energies, espouse tlus 
cause, and the hereulean- task wiU 'easily be performed^' It is 
confidently hoped that such assistants will be pi^mptly and e^ 
fidendy rendered;. and tbat every such paper ;wJU teem with 
fiicts, and expoatnlate with a power, which wiU. awaken, and 
cannot be le^slied. 

.- " . CHUKGHfiS. 

To the chinches of our Lord and Satior Jesos Christy we 
would say, when you see a Christian brother traveling, or 
doing WQiddly buainess on Sunday, expostulate with him ; and i£ 
he donot^give. you satis&ction, lej^t him to .the church to 
which he bdon^ 

It is beUeved that the bhurch; to an ftlftr(fting extent, encooia- 
ges the 4«8ecn|tion.of.this day <^ rest, l^, .doing those wi^ks 
and aUpwing those prictiCes wMeh are Ibibidden, chspleasing to 
Gt)d,and blighting and deadly in their influeneexanall our social, 
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civil, and religioas interests. The apostle Peter tells us, that judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God. If this be so, is it not 
important that they immediately confess and forsake their sins ? 
How cheering the retdm and remembrance of holy time — adapt- 
ed to lawaken heavenly contemplations, hearty tiianksgiyings, and 
bdy aspiraticHis. Then why should we lose these boiefits, by 
wantonly pro£ming its sacred hour»? 

THIi^ANTHROFISTSb 

We did intend in this place, to give a. few sketches of an- 
cient and modem history ; that at one view we might look oti 
the different conditions of men, under different religious opin- 
ions, a&d see that a beli^ in the doctrines of the Bible has led 
to the great difference between nationsy-commnnities and individ- 
xials. ' / * 

But we shalf only allude* to a few instances, and leave the 
reader's mind to supply the defect. Conjtrast- the (Character of 
the little community whi(:h sailed over the flood, firom the old 
to the new world, with the char&cter of those who perished in 
the waters ; also the character of the Sodomites with that of 
Abraham and Lot ; the idolatrous Gentile nations with the Jews ; 
Christians with Mohammedan and heathen nations. 

Look at all the ignorance, bigotry, idolatry, blopdy rites, desh 
potism,>crime, poUuticn, sloth, degradation, suffering, and despair, 
which have set^ed down on those nations and people thai hare 
forgotten God, and ki^ not his Sab'baths. Then look at the 
obedient, confiding believer in the one living and true €rod. 

Let. your eye follow the line of devoted disciples of Christ 
down to the present time^ See them going about preaching 
Christ and him crucifiedi contented and happy, but £ot ^e hard- 
ness, obduracy, and continued rebellion oi their hearers. Look 
through /* the bleak recesses of the Alps," and see the industti- 
008, meial, and pious Waldenses, peacefully inhabiting thei| 
beaiitifod villages and- hamlets. See the intipUig^Eice, wealth, 
and comfort of other parts of Europe; the uniiajfallel^ enterjMfise, 
prosperity, philanthropy, and benevolence of these United States ; 
the great > commercial cities, villages, towns, canals, rail-roads^ 
public high-w^ys, and manufactories of both oentinenfis; the 
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arts-asd acieaciy in a bigli state of pafeetkii; the nmplieity 
and fimmesB of itpuUicaa govenmicnls ; and mcxiarcky ooniiii$ 
d6wn from her aapcBine selfifihnfwt, to care for the mtierests of 
the people-7-all, the* legitimate effect of the influence .c^ tlte 

Frojn this delightfol view, go with na into Asia. Stand by 
the funeral jnle, liehold the Ganges, and Jnggemaat; pass into 
the " Celestial Empire^" What were Confocianisin and Tahoo- 
ism doing centuries hefore the coming of Christ? What has 
Boo&ism done during these ahmost eighteen hundred years ? 
Here, it is true, you may see large aiid pofnlous cities, and onee 
q^fndid edifices ; hut dilapidation and decay, in language which 
oaanot be uusunderstood, are foretdling their total destnictica, 
without the ^ speedy interpositioQ of some other religiaa. j^re 
may also he seen huge walls, ezttotdye canals ; but who cameB 
on her commence with foreign, nations ? Where is her enlight- 
ened patriotism, her benevolence, her mechanical enteiprise, her 
philanthropy, her morality, her industry, her gratitude, her 90* 
cial,^endly mtercourse with other nations ? We speak of them 
as a people. . In Siberia, Arabia, and the iabuids of the South 
Sea, may also be witnessed the deleterious results of die absence 
of the Sabbath and the Christian religion. 

The picturcin Africa is no better, but in many respects worse. 
There the cannibal, the &r-£gdlea, degraded, filthy Hottentot-; the 
unsuspecting, ignorant Negro; all alike -are without God and 
without hope in the world. Little but desola^on and misery is 
seen, orer all their temtooes. Many of diem are housdess, 
homeless, naked, starring; because they have none of the pro- 
mises and thveatenings of the gospel tastimulate them to industry, 
morality, and piety. How was it in the islands of the Pacific, 
befoie our missionaries went axnMig them. Darkness, ignorance, 
superstition, and idolatry prevailed among them also. * It is said 
of the Wnshington Islands, " they are a peifect brothel ; the g«8- 
' tures the men practice," befere American vui European ladies^ 
f'are truly shocking f and wherever we hare met native femates, 
they have most unblushingiy offered themseLres for poUmion.^ 

^me of th^ tribes of Inc^lans west o£the Rocky Moimtains, it is 
said,' are-still more degraded in this respect. Though thdr daugh« 
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terft are imiyeisallj aiid <imres^irvediy doomed to satisfy the unbri- 
dled propensities of the young meQ,.to preyent ^ulterys still- the 
male aixd ihe female, the married and the unmarried^ in the indul* 
gencecf their lost, are more brutish and unnatural; than were the 
inhabitigits of S6dom.< Idc^try, in aH these jrfaces, has gxofm 
old; and many of her TOtaries .hare beocane or aire becoming 
weary of its exorbitant 'demands. 

Why all this poyerty, ignorance, wretchedness, degradation, 
sloth, unkindbess, licentiousness, crime, dilapidatieD> promiscu- 
ous ruin, and death, if the opposite results exist oolj under the 
influeaee of the religion of the^ Grod we worship ? Why so much 
misery and human wo .among the devotees of paganism^ aild 
Mohammedanism, if- the inflcrence of their Shaster^ and the Ko- 
ran is a& salutary as that of the Bible and the Christian religion I 
But it is foUy to pretend that the induenee of the one is as g6od 
as that of the other^ " A tree is known by its fruit.'* It is known 
that the rdigion of the Bible alone, brings life an4 immortality 
to Ught-'causes light to spriog dot of darkness, and ocdef out 
of confusion-^introduces *peace and comfort ; inteiligeiice and 
wealth ;^ cleanliness and Tirtiie; morality and rational expecta^ 
tion of future blessedness — ^raises the brutish.mah to the dignity 
of hi^ natcffe-Hlethrones the despot— breaks the ehaina ^of the 
enslaved-^reHetes.the suffering and the distrj^sed-^^nstFucts the 
i^orant— soothes- the disconsolate, and wipes- the tear of sorrow 
from the cheek of the widow and the orphan. It is this religion 
only, that can pr^)9re man for life, for death, and £x the judg« 
ment— guide and direct him sa£^ through this>yale of tears — 
comlbrt him in his depotiftuig moments, and procive for him 4 
seat among the blessed. But those priiileges and insolations 
cannot be. secured and perpetuated, nor can the opposite evils be 
armded, without tiie aid of the Sabbath. As wdl might we ex. 
pect the penduluiQ of a clock, or the bidanpe-'v^eel of « watch,. 
to move without a propelling power; or to enjoy the light of 
day, if all the luminaries.of heaven w;ere extinguished ; a*a that 
the religion of the Bible will be promidgated -to all people, and 
be adopted by all men ; and render happy the whde human &m. 
ily,^without ike benign and salutary influence, of this institution. 
Let go the Sabbath, an^ with it wiU parish all our hopes' of fu- 
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tore MetndDesSyBs A natioii, as comminiitiss, aod as indindiisls. 
Smely thai the' philanthropist has a deep and lasting ioterest 
IB securing the better observance of this day of rest 

To HUSBAICBS^ FATHBBS, AHD BBmHEBS, thlS SUl^t COmmeods 

itself Would you ha?e theonaniage covenant niaintained in- 
violate? Do you vahie chastity, sobriety, intelligence, industry , 
deanliness, and domestic enjoyment ? Would you have your 
wives, your danghters, your sbters, virtuous, amiable, ^Movely, 
and of good report;'* skiUed in sdl the nsefol branches of domes- 
lie economy, and joducation? Would yon have them like the 
pious Hannah, Lady Jane G-rej, Elizabeth Rowe, Karriet New- 
dl, HapnahMore, Mrs. Winslow, instead of '* the blood-stained 
Semiramis, the wanton Cleopatra, Russia'ls flagitious Catharine^" 
Fanny Wright; the ignorant, degraded^ femsde of India, of the 
Washington Islands, or the female that roams over the western 
forests? Then do all you can to sustain the iofluence of the 
Sabbatk , -' 

WivBS, DAUGHTERS, sisTEBS, if yuu would uot be the slaves of 
idle, dissipated^ unfeeling men ; if you would not be made to 
toil and drudge f9r an ignorant, lordly, besotted husband; pre- 
parchis meals from the com of your own raising, the fish of 
yiwr own taking, cooke4 by the fire of your own kindling; and 
then sit by in sil^ce till he has. been served, when you may go 
and partfldie of the fragments ; if you woul^ Hot be subject to his 
chastising red, to contempt and scom, to-tlegradation and sorrow 
through hb life, and then bum on his frmeral pil/e ; if you would 
preier a pious Abraham, Daniel, Paul, Hale, Baxter, Howard, 
Mills, Payson, to an envious, blood-thiraty Cain, the haughty 
Nebucha^ezzar, the hard-hearted Pharaoh, the impious Herod, 
Nero, Voltaire, Paine, Robespierre,. or the inhuffian cannibal; if 
you would not be put in circumstances, where you would eaa» 
sider it not only a duty, but a virtue, to. take the life of your in- 
fant, t}irow away your chastity, submit to all the horrors of pa- 
ganism, and to death itself, without the hope of immortality ; if 
you Would npt exchange^your intelligence, your virtue, yow.do 
meshc firesides^ your social aild religious circles, the kindness 
and respect shown ^o your sex \ the joy and hope which the 
Gospel inspires, and all which so highly distinguishes you above 
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your sex where the Grospd is not known; we beseech you, come 
with<na dday^ and lend your efficient influence, to do away the 
sin of Sabbath-breaking. You owe all your eleTation of chsffao- 
tec, all your comf<;Nrts here, and hopes of bliss hereafter, to the 
holy influence of the Bible. And can you remain indifil^rent, in 
a straggle to maintain and defend the pillar on which it rests ? 
We donot beliereyou can. You would not, if you could. Your 
influence is salutary. ' When, rightly put forth, it is sorereign. 
Give us then this influence, and you, and your sex after ~y<ni) 
shall stiU be intelligent, free; and happy. 

NATIONAL L^ISLATUBE. 

Though we do not expect oUr national legislature to enact laws 
to enforce the observance of the Sabbath, yet we do expect, and 
have a right to expect, that they will prevent the enactment of 
any law,, which shall prcgudice the rights and jeopard the inter- 
ests of this great nation. 

But as a nati(»ial body, convened to manage and control the 
civil and pditical concerns of this growing repjiblic, they have 
made a law, in relation to the Fostoffice Department, the adoption 
of which was.a public denial of the right of Jehovah to command 
us to remember the Sabbath day to kfeep it holy ; and an in- 
fringement on the rights of every man who would obey God 
rather than any subordinate power. By this act, that body is 
not oidy sinning against a large, respectable, and efficient part of 
this republic, but they are sinning against their own souls — 
against, indeed, the whole people for whom they legislate, and 
against high Heaven. It should never be forgotten that God 
punishes, and blesses nations ^nd eomniunities, in this life, ac* 
cording 8* .they obey or disobey Him* Though this is not a 
state of retribution for individuals, it is fornations and communi' 
ties. By this wicked and infidel act, wejiave had our Sabbath 
voted away, and God is frowning upon us. 

What then shall we do 1 What will the result of all this be * 
Read the history, of modiem France, introducing her decades, and 
of other 'nations who have dared to disregard the Sabbath, and 
learn the true answer to these inquiries. By the enactment of 
this unrighteous law, we are exposed to numberless and fearM 
26 
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erilfl. It retards the progress of light, life, and trathj is hedg- 
ing' up the waf for the spread of the Gospd and the enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom of Christ ; and will. God be silent and in- 
actiye with such an obstacle in' the way of the adTancement of 
his cause? This law is also injuring from sixty to eighty thou- 
sand individuals, Who are tempted, or compelled, to labor on 
Sunday. It takes away from them the bread of li£e. Much of 
this labor is performed by poor people, orphans, who need em- 
ployment, without which they would suffer for the necessaries of 
life ; and this class, most need the instruction communicated on 
the Sabbath in the house of God.. But how many of them, men 
and boys, are livixig in ignorance and crime, preparing to vote 
away our rights and property ; to pilfer, lie, gamble, and mur- 
der — and ripening for the employments and sufferings of the lost ! 
Boatmen and. carmen, have been encouraged to tread the Sab- 
bath undj^r their feet,.and say " the nation justiHesus in the act ;" 
and who can tell the amount of pestilential influence arising 
from these channels of sin and pollution ? In the cold season, 
they go back to the places of their nativity, or elsewhere, con- 
taminating the very -atmosphere in which they move; Who 
must answer for all this guilt and crime ? , ' > 

Here, is an evil which has been done, and if the presait mem- 
bers of Ccmgress say " it was done by our •predecessors,'! the fact 
is admitted, but you have sanctioned and encouraged it by not 
repealing the law requiring the profanation of the Sabbath. For 
since it required a national act to introduce it, it requires a na- 
tional act to aboUsh it. This nation is to decide whether she will 
have a Sabbath or not. If we are to have a Sabbath, we must re^ 
peal that law. While tHe law is in force. Sabbath-breaking will 
continue and increase: and are we prepared to say, we will not 
repeal it ? — ^that we cannot do without a Sunday mail ? One of 
two things We shall be compelled to do, either give up Sun- 
day mails, Sunday stages and cars', or give up the Sabbath. Both 
cannot be sustained among us. 

Before we become a nation of infidels, let us pause and count 
the cost; and remember, that God holds us by his omnipotent 
hand, and will call us to account ;. bur unbelief and our contempt 
of his authority, our intelligence, honors, titles, riches, power. 
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and extensive resources, to the contrary notwithstanding. At 
his bar we must, appear, by his law we must be judged, and not 
by the worldly- rules of conyenience and prc^t, or by our notipn 
of necessity. God has said " remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy," and this naticoi ought to hear his voice and obey it — 
obey it new. Infidels may oppose, as they oppose the spread of 
the Gospel, and so long as they can se"^ the Sabbath desecrated 
by a people, by a nation, they know they have little to fear from 
the influence of our religicm. 

STATE LEGISLAT17RES. 

Our State, legislatures are also interested in this matter. Many 
of them, every Lord's day, are receiving money from canal and 
railroad tolls. This ought not to be. Xhe old adage, " th/e par- 
taker is a3'bad as the thief," applies a little too closely to this 
practice, to be countenanced by those who take the Bible finr 
their guide. It seems too much like seUmg a man the right 
to poison his nei^bors, with rmn, brandy, and whisky — giving 
him a license,'/or monet/j to do what God will not allow him to 
do ; ahd ^riiich, but for this hcense, he would not dare^o. Oui 
legislatures ought to close every lock on all their panals; theit 
custom-house offices, thdr other public offices — stoprailcars and 
other works under their control during the Lord's day, ajid in no 
way aid, or countenance Sabbath-breaking. 

I'hey are authorized and expected to enact laws to secure the 
safety of our property, the rights of individuals, and the beaefit ^ 
all'Concemed. ' . ' 

It is presumed that it will not be pretended by any enlighten- 
ed and good, man, that there is a necessity for violating the Sab- 
bath,' by boating, stagingj mail-carrying, and the like. Any 
practice, this n^tura]( tendency of which is to endanger our insti- 
tutioQs, l€!ad to*ignoranx^ and crime, and call dolvn upon us the 
judgments of heaven, should be forbidden; and no legislator, 
that does not watch every encroachment upon our rights, with 
a jealous, impartial eye, is doing his duty. -Tb them we have 
confided the interests of our several States ;— we expect them to 
watch-over these interests, and protect them in all their varied 
branches ; and hand down, uninfipaired, to the generation that 
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shall foUaw jds, the precious legacy of a pure code of morals and 
politics, which we now enjoy ; accoiopaiiied with an untarnished 
reputation. We are ik)t pleading for the cBactment of new 
laws, to^suppress this on, for. the laws we now have for its sup- 
pression, though in themselres good, and perhaps sufficient, are 
a dead letter ; broken, as it were, by cozomou consent, both by 
judges and jurors, goremors and goyemed. In England, as well 
as in this country, public ccmscience has cnce been right on thia 
subject, as may be seen in their various acts of legislation. But 
alas ! where now is that c(»i8cience ? Many say we. ought to 
have noJaw against Sabbath-breaking. But God did not think 
so. He made one code- of laws for his people, and that code 
was suitable for all purposes. The best) wisest, and greatest 
men that ever lived— statesmen, jurists, and legi^ators, have not 
thought so, but liave added their authority to the authority of 
GKxl, if by any means they might prevent the commission of 
crimes, which would unavoidftbly bring d^wn upcni them teotk* 
poral, as well as spiritual judgments. Should not the subject of 
a gcvemment be ^ohibited fiom doing wh^ would not only 
prevent his being a good subject, but bring immenlse evil upon 
the commnmity ? Who should- guard our rights, if our legisla- 
tors are not- to do it ? Surely it is their province, and their duty, 
too^todoit. 

It can easily be shown, to a candid, reiecting mind, that die 
Sabbath is indispensable to national prospe^ty. Oomnnmities 
have always beenK- blessed or cnrsed^ nearly in exact proportioa, 
as they have regarded or £sregarded the divine arrangement m 
relation to the Sabbath- Individual^, even, are ctflen made 
monuments of Grod's displeasure, on account of their participa- 
tion in this sin. And let it ever be remembered, noman, or body 
of men, can desecrate that day without incurring great guilt 

LegislatcHTS, at the present day, aire as muph bound to protect 
aed defend our literary aud moral institutions, which tend to odx 
present as well as future prosperity, as were legislators in the 
days of Moses, Joshua, David, and Daniel. We cannot see hotr 
it is, that legislators have nothing to do with moral ipstitudons, 
or the Bible, since all valuable legislation is founded cm the laws 
of the Bible. Legislate in accordance with any- thing else, and 
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eoiitiarf to the Bible, and m a Ihtle time legidation will be as 
^useless as goesiper to a drowning jnan, or a ialling. edifice. That 
code of laws which will contribute most to the p^ce and pros- 
perity of a nation, is all the church needs, and all that God re- 
quires for her, or for himself. Why, theA, should Christiaa 
natioos refus^ to oWn their allegiance and their ainenabflity to 
the King of Heaven ? Why refuse to say, men must obey God, 
if tkey would be . happy, and all our laws shall aim at that de- 
sirable end ? Is it not because they hate Grod, and are a3hamed 
to go to Him for instruction ? \ 

Perhaps some may say, you would " unite Ohurch and State ;" 
but only fools, the devil, and his emissaries, would have them 
ttzkited, as the charge implies ; fox, thus united^ the Church falls ; 
separated, the iSto^e falls. .. But properly united and separated, 
they stand and flourish<.together. Separate the Church from the 
State, in ajl her inflaence, and by going to pagan lands, you may 
see in what condition such a State would be. Unite Churchand 
State, and Europe can tell many tales ^f sorrow, scenes of dish 
cord. and bloodshed, which have occurred in consequence of at 
Unite and separate them, as it should be done, and the early 
history of the Jews, and of this country, can show you the pros- 
perity, advanceinent, and glory of both- But since we have 
changed our caurssj ova coimcils have been distracted. Wicked, 
designing .demagogues have been raised to places of trust and 
power,- and Grod is frowning upon us. 

As immorality increases, dissipation, idleness, prodigality, and 
debauchery, as natural results, increase; men neglect their busi- 
ness — ^have little or no stimulus to energetic, self-denying effort, 
and useful enterprise. The man compelled to labor, or allowed 
to trifle on the Sabbath, is training up for aay thing, rather than 
a good citiz^, and a benefactor of bis race. ' ^ 

FRIENDS OF LIBERTY AND OF FRjEfi INSTITUTIONS, 

Will find a most deadly foe m the sin of Sabbath-breaking. 
We might as well dream, and talk of the perpetuity of libert^^ 
of free and benevblent institutions,, among the wild, wandering 
Arabs, as among a pec^le who will not reverence the Sabbath. 
Civil liberty^ ardent piety, aiid Christian privilege, are too dose- 
26* 
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If allied erer to be tepnated. The one eannot long b^ che- 
rished without the other. When a nation bide ftrewell to one, 
the other iooo follows, as a matter of cpnrse. 

Kform of religion, or an establishedniational TeligioUr mider a 
mqoaichy, may exist, where dvil lUierty does not, bat this does 
not affect the remark jnst made.' «- 

Wherever aetiTe^ urdent piety, sach as. is approved of God, is 
oontrdUing the feelings of a whde nation, or the minority, that 
naticn cannot long be goyemed by a haughty despot The reli^ 
gion of the Bible inculcates love, equality, kindness; ri^teons 
conduct toward^ men; and just so far as this spirit prevails, 
so te will civil liberty and free institutiona flourish ; ieuEid here 
again, let it be remarked, that the Sabbath ties at the foundar 
tion cMfall these blessings. Should not'diis dass of men, then, 
exert all thev inflnence in procuring, for this day, all that reve- 
rence and regard ^hich Gk)d hap demanded for it ? ^ 

SSXENDS OF GOOC^ OBDEB, 

Are also deeply interested in the Question under eonsideratioiu - 
If the Christian rdigioit cannot be plK>pagated and sustained 
without the Sabbath, tjien it is important,, in order to our per*' 
sonal safety, and the safety of t)ur property, and of all we hdd 
dear lathis life, that we awake to the salvatiim of this institu* 
tion. Where there is n6 Sabbath, nd Bible, and- nothing better 
than the misnamed morality d men, to govern and dkeU this 
ftllttd, degraded race, it is certain tl\at the wiH of >Mry man, or 
atone man, is ^ supreme law ; and the tomahawk, the dirk, 
the Undgeon, powder and ball, are its executicmeis. War, theft, 
raping, and murder, follow in their train i and the strongest takes 
what he can fold, and k^ps all be can get^^till a stronger or more 
artful than he comes upon him, and despoils him of his plun- 
dered possessions. We need but little acquaintance with the 
history of past ag^es, to know the trufh of these remarks. 

Then, how much we owe to ihe iotfluence of the Sabbath ! 
AH oar peace and comfort, and the^safety of our Kves and pro- 
p«fty. Shall we »tff»n^/y suffer this blessed and ai^jJysuflBi- 
cient safeguard of all that is dear to us, to be wrested from our 
hands wi<diout an efibrt to jMreserve and. perpetuate it ? 
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It appeal^' on examination, that bnsiness-nieD, mefchattts, 
paechamcs, manu&ctarers, and tiaTeliiig gendemen, are the 
great mainspiing of all the SabtHtth-breaking on our canals, taO 
and stage roads, in our Fo6tc^ke8,~and harbors,. &c. ^. - 

fiat who are these, that are the mainspring of so much e^ I 
Thejr, as a hody, are the wealthy, the respectaUe, the intetli* 
gent, the indnstrions, the moral, the influential, the trusty, the 
praiseworthy— t^ business men of this natiim. They build* oar 
churches, educate, hire, -and support our mimstets ; print Bibles 
and tracts; send missioDaries to the heathen; collect andsu^ 
tain Sabbath schools ; assemble on (rod's holy day, with their 
families, and listen to the wofds of eternal life ; and some of 
them sit around the c^nmumon table, and weep, when they 
think of the scenes of Calvary, aind of a world lying in wicked- 
ness. We speak of these men as a body; for there ore eiEcep- 
tions. If these men are the mainspring of Sabbath-iH*eaking^ 
will any one say that the evil cannot be removed ? That, if 
they should be convinced that the.course they are pursuing puts 
the Sabbath-breaker in motion, or tkat their ri^t influence 
would lead all men to rest on the Lord's day, they, cannot be 
prevailed on tb ccAifess their &ults, and retrace ^eir steps? 
Yes, they can be convinced, and they- can be prevailed ha. to 
change their course, iind Sabbath-breaking oan be dode away in 
our land. 

Let OS look at facts, and see' whether, these men are in fiiult, 
and who are responsible, in this matter. In the first place it 
may be asked, would there have been any canals, ndl-roads, 
stage-routes, mail contracts, steam navigation, ship navigation, 
iron foundries, and the like, had this class of persons nev^r er- 
isted ; a^d nnce these valuable improvements have- been nmde^ 
if iHH these men would ^y, none of our business- shall be doiie 
cat the Lord's day, woul4 there be a Sunday mail, Sunday-travd- - 
ing steamboats, packet-boats, line-boats, cars, stages, or any ha- 
bitnal Sabbath-breaking establishment ? Surely not^ for it is on 
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aoooimt of these business men mostly, that we need a mail, and 
those fecilities for trayeling andinnsportatioiL . 

All the stagemen, boatmen, oailnen, and sailors, are in their 
employ ; by them they are set at work, horn them they receire 
their wages, and but for them, they, would stop their stages^ 
boats,' cars, &c« Should these business mjcn address those in 
their employ, and say, We wish you for the future to make -such 
anangements in regard to our business as will in no way inter- 
fere with the Sabbath ; we will not have our letters, our mer- 
chandise transported on that day ; w^ will not labor, or traVel 
ourselTes ; you may go on in the^ business as heretofore, except 
carrying our goods and letters, on Sunday; we shall pay you 
the same wages; you iinay do the work still; would any of 
them demur and continue theit Sabbath labor ? 

But, as ali these business men are not possessed of that Bible 
morality which might lead them unanimously to iaH in with 
this arrangement, how shall this kind pf Sabbath-breaking be 
abolished, and how does it appear that they are responsible for 
the better observance of the Sabbath? There is a sufficient 
number in that class who love the Sabbath, to effect .a change, 
if they would use their influence ; and if they* withhold that in- 
fluence, they must be responsible. 

But what are Jiie objections to an entire cessation of business 
on Sunday? And who would object? The merchant could 
make no reasana,ble otgections, for his goods would be recelyed 
as soon as^his^ neighbors. The. proprietors of forwarding lines 
and stages^ could lose nothing hy the arrangement ; but, in the 
renewed strength .and vigor of their men and beasts t^ burden. 
Would be great gainers. Captains of boats would Jose nothing, 
for their wages wpuld be the same ; if there should be an addi- 
tional expense in boarding passengers, th^e ^ust be an addi- 
ti6DB\ charge. Common laborers in the boating or staging bu- 
siness would not complain, for test is what, they need, as often 
as the Sabbath returns. ' Thcai they could repair to tbe 'Sunday 
school, the Bethel, th^ chapel^ and add a new lustire to their 
intellectual and moral character; and live in the enjoyment of 
those privileges, without whidh, (the rest of the community en- 
joying them,) they must sink to degradation and wo, while 
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Others rise to lespeetiibility and happiness. The innkeeper will 
not complain, fov while he fbmishes his goest with a comforta- 
ble repast on that dAy , he and his fimiily can rest, attend pnUic 
wcHship) and on Monday, receive a fiur compenntiqn fbac irouUe 
and sapjilies. If any class of the community complain, it will 
be the travelings dass.; ibr it will CQSt the traveler an extza tap 
vern bill, and perhaps some will say, the loss of *one day in sev«i. 
But it fldionld be remembered that the farmer and mechanic, 
when they test from their labors, lose one day in seven, if it be 
a loss, and why should the travelec, the boatman, and stagemaii, 
have a tight to^ more time than the farmer and mechanic ? They 
board their liands, and lose their labor^ when laborers work'fiir 
them by the month or the year, as'many c^th^m da 

But it m not right to call that day lost; whmi spent in its a]^ 
propriate way, to prepm fcnr heaven. * Whose is the money 
which is denumded for thie extra bill ? Who gives us our time? 
If those who now travd and do business on that day, continae 
the'practice, otheiy will* follow ^eir exam^e, nntil all danoea , 
of men will attend to their business on Sunday, and the Sabbath 
will no longer adorii our weels, and sommon the jalgrim to 
^e temple of rdigious worship. 

Since then, some may object to ceasing itaoK all labor during, 
holy time— and we know not how many-^et us snppofw, that 
half of the number mentioned above, as the maiaspringof thk 
evil, object to it; though we do not bdieve one^uarter or even 
one eighth will do so, when propedy enlightened. Who are 
these ? (Mj dicdb^hevers in the Bible, (and not half of their 
number,) the dissipated, the dissolute, ike ignorant, the immoral, 
the unibfluential ; those who do not love their country, but wtt 
bad members of society. Eveijp enlightened, unprejudic^ mind, 
win see that diis is their character ; and what in the weight of 
their influence, when put into the scale against the influence df 
these m £ivor of this dby ? What effect can the objection have, 
when presented to those who ^e now m the employment of 
these business men ? Whose wishes will prevail, diOse of the 
man who would h^ve the Sabbath observed, or of him who 
wotyldbtotitout? - 

Those who are now transporting, our wares and merchandise, 
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our letters and burselyes, are men pf good fiseling, candor, in- 
telligence, and discriminatioQ^ and think you, they cannot see 
on which side the rt^A< is; on which 'side lie the moral worth, 
the intelligence, the influence, -and the wealth of their petition- 
ers ? For we would hare all these business n^n make use of 
argtunents, reason, and good common sense, to bring about this 
change, and they can prevail. 

. The men,,thus employed, -cannot stand uninterested spectators 
while we discuss and determine this great question ; for they do 
know, though th^ miy not all feel the obligation they are under 
to obey God, that it would be much for their interest, and com- 
fort, to rest one day in seven. Their drivers, boatmen, and 
runners, would be more intelligent, civil, trusty, and mcHral, than 
they are under present arrangements; and their teams would 
be kept in better plight, live much Icxlger, and go more briskly. 
In every point of view, then, the benefits, in the minds of these 
men, would preponderate in favor of resting as oflen as the Sab- 
bath returns ; and Ve fefil most confident they would rejoice to 
doit 

' A word respecting^ our lettere and packages. Let those re- 
member who havq demanded a Sunday mail, that if all business 
were dispensed^ with on^ that day, no other evil than a delay of 
one day in seven can result firom it; for. in that case, one man 
could not receive intelligence of any important biisiness or event 
sooner thair another. The i6/«ry oannot be a sufiBcient excuse 
for compelling thirty or forty thousand of our citizens to break 
the laws of God, and thereby expose themselves to eternal mise- 
ry.* TJiink for f, moment of the condition of those men you 
dius .employ; to gratify your curiosity, or add a little to your 
worldly gain. Most of them come to you poor, possibly are far 
from home, out of money, and out of employment. Perhaps 
they have been cradled in the lap of piety, and Jiave covenanted 
t to keep the Sabbath holy. But what dludl they do ? You want 
their ^rvices, and they would he glad. to render them ; but how 
can they work on Sunday, and sin against God ? These re- 
marks will apply to hundieds of thousands of others, who seek 
for employment in other, ways, and think they cannot obtain it, 
without laboring a& holy- time.. Though all of them ought to 
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refuse to violate the commands of God, at all times, and mid^r 
ail circumstances, yet the lore of gain, or ahsplute necessity, as 
they think, 'dhves them to disobey him. How dare you, for the 
paltry benefit you^hope to derive, during your short life, take 
upon yourselves the responsibility of causing these little bues, 
these poor people, to disobey €rod ? How dare you, for such a 
considevation, venture to turn' these youths from the path of duty, 
throw around their minds the chains of ignorance, introduce 
them into 'the society of the vicious and debauched, where they 
will learn the vocabulary of hell, and become unfitted for use- 
fulness in this world, because they are entirely shut out from 
rdigious privileges ? Dare you gq to the judgment and meet 
these men, who have spent their time and wasted their strength 
in f^thfuUy laboring to promote your : interests, Vhile you have 
been laboring as effectually to deprive them of their dear^t 
rights and brightest -privileges, adapted to make them' useful 
here, -and happy hereafter ? Think of it as you 'will, " for all 
these things God will bring you into judgment ;" and you must 
then answerj not only for all the evil these meii may be dlowed 
to commit, but for the loss of all the good they otherwise might 
have accomplished ; the blessedness they might hdve enjoyed, 
and for the evils they must suffer ; and sdl this, for the privilege, 
(dear bought privilege !) of having a Sunday mail. 

Let us now, in a few words, show how these merchants, 
traveling and business men are the mainspring ofSabbath* 
breaking. They go to the great commercial cities, buy goods, 
order them shipped in the>ir^^boat, give special orders to have 
them forwarded with as little delay, as possible. Their gdbds 
must not lie by on Sunday. Hence the necessity, eays the ship- 
captain, of my labor, and the labor, on each Sunday, of all my 
men; and, says the boat-captain, of my Jiabor, and the labor of 
my men. The goods must be sihipped and unshipped : boats 
must be towed, warehouses must be opened, clerks . must take 
account of the goods, receive and deliver them, locks mi&t be 
leaded, cleai^uaces obtained; and thus we see that the goods of 
these business m^'keep constantly at work custom-house offi- 
cers, captains, sailors, boatmen, and caurmen ; lock-tenders, clerks 
in all the forwarding establishments, wagoners, draymen, and 
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» thoimnd others^ while they thcnuMlTes keep the stages m 
motioo, and exact the kbc^ of prqNietf»8,'agent8, driTeis» landp 
lords, miiners, mail-cairiers, postmasters, porteiB, ostlers, coach- 
men, &c. to. ; for most of diese, while away from home, trsTel 
on Snnday as on other day^ If they do not, those who aie 
tiaittporting their goods,iabor with their horses and catde^ and 
though thtif may be seated in the sanctuary, ^ worshiping God," 
at th^ same time, (strange incoilsiBttecy !) they are breaking 
the Sabbath by those whom they employ. 

. $ome oC those who have shipped their goods from New- York 
on Friday or Saturday, have gooe to Albany and .stopped to 
spend the .Sabbath ; and, while they were in the house of Qod, 
at the communion table, there were perhaps twenty n^n on the 
dock, taking ^eir goods from the vessel, and putting thefn into 
csnaKboats ; then come the teams, and they are hurried away. 
All this aetiTity and bustle lue witne8sed,-in some places, within 
si^t of a Bet&el, and the hearing of a chaplain, {vocured for 
the benefit of sailors; for these business men, these good men, 
cannot jraffer their goods to lie by on Sunday ! It cannot be 
yiat they know how much they are doing to blot out the Sab- 
bath. Thus it is that they, though unseen, more the hands that 
lUOTe the merchandise and drive the stages ; that play the bugle 
and raise the steam. 

3ut this is not alL These men build steamboats, canal boats, 
s^ige^ take m^ contracts, hold stock in Sabbatb-breaking 
establishments, and thus give their influence to increase and 
perpetuate this great eril. These are some of the ways in 
which theymoye the wheel that is roUmg the Sabbath into 
Qblivion, and unless they stop shcnrt in their- career, it will socm 
bAVe gone beyond recoreiy. 

If, in the temperance re^rm, we hold distillers respcmst^le for 
the mischiefs which ardent spirits occasion, which is, doubtless, 
rig^t, surely, on the same principle, may we hold merchants, 
tayeling and business gentlemen, responsive for the evils of 
Sabbath-breaking, If the \iiatiller ^uld not make intoxicating 
drink, drunkenness would cesLse-; and, if these' business men 
wouM .not employ men to labor for them on Subday, Sabbath- 
breaking, in these ways, would come to an end. 
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Though there are others guilty of this sin, their influence is 
small ; and, if business men would do their duty, they would 
soon abandon a practice which must call down upon them, the 
odium and disapprobation of erery good man. We verily be- 
lieye, if merchants, business and traveling gentlemen, or only 
that part of them who know and appreciate the value of the 
Sabbath, would use their influence to put a stop to all business 
in the ways above mentioned, on the day of rest, it might be 
effected in less than one year. If there is so much influence 
now, which might be exerted on the side of the Sabbath, but is 
not, great will be the guilt of every delinquent 

THE POOR LAB0BX&.. 

Of the poor laboring part of the community, the stage-driver, 
boatman, carman, sailor, coachman, porter, steward, milkman, 
ostler, cook, boot-black, barber, washer-woman, and, indeed, of 
every one who is induced, by any means, to labor on Sunday, 
let it be asked. Do you know of what a blessing and privilege 
you are deprived, and that without an adequate compensation ? 

What do you lose, by this means, in this life ? You lose the 
benefits of religious worship. If that is instructive, edifying, 
consoling, encouraging, purifying, ennobling, and refining in its 
inflodnce, then this, pf itself, is the loss of a greater good, than 
can be purchased by all the gold and silver, houses and lands, 
wares and merchandise, ever owned or beheld by your employ- 
ers. Where there are no Sabbaths observed, nor Christian 
assemblies convened, there will prevail ignorance, sloth, dissi- 
pation, licentiousness, profanity, theft, robbery, and other evils, 
too numeroiB to be mentioned. 

It is but a few years since Sabbath-breaking has become so 
common ; been sanctioned, encouraged, and commanded by this 
nation. It is but a few years since public opinion would allow 
a man to live and fatten on the hard earnings of those whom he 
compelled to labor on Sunday : but a few years since laborers 
have concluded they must engage for such men, or perish with 
hunger. It seems as if they must come to the latter altemative, 
and that too, in a very short time, unless the world awake, and 
27 
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put a Stop to this oppression of our fellow-men — this sin against 
our own souls, our country, and against God. 

It is true, there are yet left among us occupations in which 
men may engage, and not violate the Sabbath ; but they are 
daily growing less in number, and do not make a sufficient 
demand to give employment to all our laboring fellow-citizens. 
But those who have the charge of our forwarding and trans- 
portation lines, on lakes, rivers, canals, and railroads, where the 
Sabbath might be observed ; our public conveyances, our largest 
inns, our livery establishments, our places of public resort, em- 
ploy, we had almost said, no man or woman but such as will 
agree to labor seven days for a week, instead of siz. 

It is said by those who have the means of knowing, that 
many of those employed on our canals and steamboats, and in 
our public houses, become entirely regardless of their character, 
in respect to honesty, chastity, morality, and religion. It is not 
at all surprising that such should, ultimately, become the cha- 
racter of the poor, destitute, homeless ones thus situated — &r 
from their native place, among strangers, all professing friend- 
ship, but few, if any, sincere in their pretensions. Usually they 
have no Sabbaths, no religious instruction, few religious books; 
but week after week they leam to desecrate God's holy day, 
hear the pro&ne oath and obscene speech, become familiar with 
deeds of darkness, and &11 to rise no more. 

But these persons are out of employment. They have no 
oae to help them; they must help themselves. Here they have 
fair promises, large wages offered, and kind attentions shown, 
to seduce them from their abode of peace and innocence. They 
consider and hesitate — ^think of the dangers, such as they know, 
though the half of them has not been told. They venture upon 
ten^)tation, though resolving to resist ; and, alas, a few years 
find them, not only poor, but wanton and wretched ! Is it not 
a solemn and an alanmng fact, that these laborers, men and 
women, must agree to disobey God, and run the risk of their 
soul's salvation, before they can be allowed to enter upon their 
labors ! From these schools come so many drunkards, robbers^, 
murderers, and harlots. 

Have you ever looked around you, dear friends, nay, we will 
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call you injured, oppressed brethren and sisters, for whose wel- 
fare our heart bleeds, have you erer looked around and seen 
where you are ; to what you are coming ; and counted the vast- 
ness of your numbers in this state of unrighteous servitude I 
not allowed the privilege of rest one day in seven, to which you 
are entitled, which you need, and which God designed for you ! 
You must labor for your employers seven days in the week, and 
receive wages hut for six. What do these things mean ? Surely 
they mean nothing less than this, if translated into language, 
** We will so deal with a certain class of our citizens, that it 
shall necessarily bring them to that ignorance, poverty, and 
degeneracy of intellect, which will enable us, not many yean 
hence, to make them hewers of wood and drawers of water, 
without money and without price.'' Since this is the natural 
and unavoidable tendency of this course of things, is it possible 
that there can be found among you, one who will not use all 
his or her influence to bring about so desirable a state of things, 
as the universal observance of the fourth commandment ? The 
Sabbath was especially made for the poor; it is the poor man's 
friend. Where there is no Sabbath, the poor are held in bond* 
age ; but where there is a Sabbath duly observed, it elevates 
them ; they become intelligent, respectable, and happy. 

There is yet moral influence enough in this land, if it could be 
brought to bear on this point, to produce a speedy change fox . 
the better ; there is a public conscience, which will, if allowed, 
speak with a voice of thrilling eloquence, and loud as peals of 
thunder, awakening the moral energies of this nation, against 
so dangerous and deadly a foe, as Sabbath-breaking; there is 
philanthropy enough to feel, and, putting forth efforts watered 
with her tears, to adopt and execute plans which shall ensure 
the success of this benevolent enterprise. 

Sabbath-breaking lies directly across the path of our benevo- 
lent objects, especially the spiritual improvement of boatmen 
and seamen. We know of villages where may be seen a neat, 
convenient chapel, erected for the benefit of watermen. Every 
Sabbath, waves the Bethel flag, calling upon men to come and 
hear the words of etemal life. But, alas, few obey the 
Siacious call ! The sailor toils on, boatmen blow their horns. 
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strike their srasiCy and sail away: the shipmaster with his 
many hands, plies the mallet and the chisel, and sings the 
merry soog, while all aYoand and within the warehouse, is bnsi- 
neas, bustle, and confusion. Gro into the Bethel, and there 
sighs the pioos, devoted chaplain, anxiously waiting the attend- 
ance of some twenty or thirty, who are watching an opportunity 
to go to the meeting unobsenred. 

THE GSEiiT YALLET. 

Looking oy^ the great, flourishing, beautiful, and rapdly 
growing villages of the Western Valley, trsYeling firom riYcr to 
lirer, canal to canal, railway to railway, firom state to state, and 
from mountain to mountain, one would almost believe that the 
Sabbath had been lost If one could take his stand next Lard's 
day, upon the highest summit of the Alleghany, or Raeky 
Mountains, and survey the vale below, his eye would see the 
smoke ascending from six or eight hundred steam-bOats as they 
majestically glide over the broad and deep Amazon of North 
America, her tributaries, and other waters; and riding on their 
bosom innumerable other vesseb, and smaller crafl, bound to 
their thousand ports. 

From this prospect he turns to the canals. Here also all is 
bustle and hurry. Again he looks, and his eye catches the long 
train of cars, scattered here and there over the country. With 
the velocity of the wind, they carry their thousands from village 
to village, until they are lost in the distance. He looks again, 
and sees many thousand stages-loadedwith passengers, and'per^ 
haps thirty thousand private carriages, with emigrants, or 
loaded with the business men and men of pleasure, of this great 
valley) except as may be seen here and there a traveler from the 
East, or the North. Now his eye rests up<m the cities in the 
Bouthem part of the valley. Business and pleasure seem to be 
the employment of by far the majority of all he sees. Here and 
there are houses dedicated to the service of Grod, but few enter- 
ing them. At New Orleans^ crowds are rushing into the gam- 
bling house, hurrying to the theatre, to dissipaticm, to scenes of 
rioting and carnal pleasure. On the third of August, 1834, he 
would have seen twenty tables set, and more than twelve hun- 
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dred ^ests aroimd them, at a public dinner, cm Sunday, with 
crowds of others about the city, celebrating the triumph of one 
political party over another. Here is a hunting, there a fishing 
party, horse-racing, and numberless other amusements. At the 
North the prospect is a little brighter. But eren there the Sab- 
bath seems almost annihilated. 

Sotnetimes we have been led to inquire, when looking orer 
this extensiye country, ten times a^ large as the kingdom of 
Grreat Britain and Ireland, admitting of a most dense population, 
designed to give support to a greater number of inhabitants 
than all the other portions of the United States, what is to be 
the moral character of the inhabitants of this great yalley fifty 
years hence, and what will be the character of the laws they 
will give to this nation ? 

But as we leave this valley for the Atlantic cities, almost 
every boat, stage, and car, is filled with passengers on Sunday. 
In Baltimore at one time, six or eight hundred persons may be 
seen pro&ning the Sabbath, by riding to or from that city in the 
cars. Hundreds and hundreds are reaching or leaving it, by 
steam boats and vessel Stages and private carriages are load- 
ed ; and during the day, O how many of her citizens profane 
holy time ! 

V» Philadelphia and New York present a similar scene. The 
boats, stages; private carriages and cars, which leave the city of 
New York on that day, groan under their more than ordinary 
burthens. Many steam boats advertise to carry parties of pleasure 
on Sunday. Who can tell the number of persons who take the 
rail cars and coaches for Yorkville and Harlem on the first day 
of the Week ; the thousands who ride to Hoboken, to Long Isl« 
and, Staten Island, Sandy Hook, and other places of resort? — 
the number of cattle and sheep driven into the city ?— how many 
are butchered, how many fowls dressed, how many vegetables, 
and how much firuit, collected' on Sunday, for Monday's market ? 
How many saunter about the city, and in other ways profane 
holy time ? 

It is said, that out of the 1,400,000 inhabitants in London, 
500,000 do not habitually attend religious worship of any kind. 
Out of seven or 800,000 in Paris, not more than 60,000 pretend to 
- 27* 
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liaTe any r^gud to tfatfChiittiaB Sabbath. la thai chjr, Sundays 
can be diatiiigiiiBhed from the other days oi the week, by the 
additional amount <^ featinty, diasipatioay and licaitionsness. 
What will preyent this nation from aniving at the same state of 
imm(xality ? Nothing but a doe observance ci the Sabbath. 
Bat it is not with as, as it was twenty or thirty years ago, when 
we had few Sunday mails, no canals,|iio railroads, no steam- 
boats, few stages, if any, that did busineas on Suiday. Now 
nearly or qoite one-tenth of our popolaticn, it is belioTed, ha- 
faitaally labor on that day in a manner in which they cotdd not 
hare labored twenty years aga All these, with handreds of 
thoosands of others, are learning to contemn God and trample 
onder their feet his most sacred institaticns. Eyen in the silent 
retreats of New Kngland, this evil is growing widi the growth 
oC the coontry, and the increase of the fiicilities fot trayeling and 
tiansportatioo. 

O eould the Christiaa pablic know the moral character of the 
boys and girls now thos employed, and reflect that soon their 
numbers may be increased twenty fold ; and think of the millions 
of oar fellow citizens, who, by their example and influence, will 
be dmwn into the same sink of pollution, and sin, how would 
they call for the Sabbath, that they might hear and obey the 
precepts of the gospel ! 

Christians, philaathropiBts, and patriots, have already sbamr 
bered too long. Our Sabbaths, which furnish the greatest se- 
curity to our individual and national prosperity, in reality ^ are 
almost gone, though few seem to know it 

When the Lord punished his ancient people, he often tdd 
them, it was because they kept not his Sabbaths, but polluted 
them. The nobles, who profaned the Sabbath, brought more 
" wrath upoDL Israel." God always has punished, and always 
will punish, nations and communities in this life, if they keep 
not his Sabbaths. Since this nation began, openly and habitually^ 
to profane holy time, we havie been experiencing judgments from 
heayen. Diseases are more numerous, malignant, and fatal. 
Men in active life and firm health, in great numbers, die sudden- 
ly. Our councils axe distracted. We suffer losses and derange- 
ment in that department which is most open in trampling on the 
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liOTd's day. Riots are beooming common ; wicked mea are not 
only hating Christians, bat Christians are ^' biting and devooring 
one another." We have desohiting stcnrms of rain and bait Blast- 
ing, mildew, and drought have cut off many of our crops. Fires 
are laying waste our cities. Men are beccHuing treacheroos, ta- 
premely selfish, covetous, aspiring. But, like Fharaoh,-after he 
had called his magicians to compete with Moses and Aaron, we 
have concluded that these things are not intended ^sjudgmerUs^ 
that it is not Grod who has done it ; and we, therefore, hold on 
to our sin. It was not thus twenty years aga 

No people can retain Grod in their knowledge, unless they ob- 
serve and keep his Sabbaths. No government can long exist 
without a Sabbath, unless founded in ignorance and sustained by 
physical fc^rce. Every violation of the Sabbath, therefore, and 
every effort to abolish it, is an attack upcxi the government under 
which we live. These acts and efforts continued, and the supers 
structure ^s. Grod will come out against a people that will not 
give to his service that portion of time which he requires; and 
no nation can stand when he rises up against it 

We are in the greats danger, because ministers and people 
think there is little or no cause of alarm. But there is cause of 
alarm. This nation is preparing for an awful doom, an untimdy 
overthrow. God's patience will not always endure. He cannot 
save us, if we will not keep his Sabbaths, stay in the ark, and 
do the things which he has required for our safety. 

The friends of the Sabbath are not confined to one sect or di^ 
nomination of Christians, for it is equally valuable and important 
to all. Not one of them can rise and prosper without its influ- 
ence. They may think differently with regard to the best means 
to promote its observance ; but this should not cause any of iti 
Mends to abandon the object, or treat unkindly any on^ who 
would promote it. If we disagree about these means, and ojh 
pose one another, we shall not succeed. We do not say that all 
must labor in our way, but hope all will labor in the best way. 
Oh then, let not one Christian, or one denomination of Christiansi 
oppose, or wait for another to lead, in this enterprise. Do we 
not hear all, whether in a palace, a thatched cottage, or a rude 
hovel — surrounded by enlightened, liberal, and affectionate 
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friends, and enjoying liberty, or incaTcentted in a dungeon— yes, 
all men, who We themselves and their country, or their God, 
with one united voice exclaim. Truly the yidation of the fourth 
commandment has become alarmingly prevalent, and threatens 
the utter destruction of all that is dear, encouraging, and con- 
soling in religion ; all that is safe, equal, and ennobling in oar 
political condition ; all that is elevating and instructive in litera- 
ture, and all that is profitable in the arts and sciences; we wiU, 
therefore, in future, abstain from this sin ourselves, and use all 
our influence to persuade others to do the same. 

Let every man, then, in every place and under all circum- 
stances, as often as the Sabbath returns, leave his worldly busi- 
' ness and sanctify it. Every man must do this. It is the comr 
mand of an infinite God ; and as we value his protection and 
blessing, as we would secure the peace, happiness, and prosper- 
ity of our friends and country, it becomes us at once to submit 
to his authority. 

FLAN OF OFERATIOMS. 

Let every Christian begin at bome, and regukte his own life 
and conduct, so as not to participate in this sin. The church, of 
course, wiU feel under obligation to call to account any of their 
number who desecrate the Sabbath. 

L Resolutions suitable to be adopted. 

" Believing that all attention, on the first day of the week, to 
worldly business, except such as is required by works of piety 
and mercy, or in promotion of our spiritual good and that of 
others, is a violation of the divine will, and injurious to the civil, 
social, and religious interests of man, we, therefore, agree that 
we will not participate in thissin :'' 

1. By traveling on business or for pleasure. 

2. By making or receiving visits. 

3. By going or sending to the Postoffice. 

4. By holding stock in boats, cars, stages, or other establish- 
ments which are employed in violating the Sabbath. 

5. By worldly conversation or secular reading. 

6. By allowing our household, or strangers, when within our 
gates, to profane holy time. 
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n. '* The earth was without form and void," UQtil " Grod said, 
Let there be light, and there was light;" and Sabbath-breaking 
will exist, and increase, until there is more light on the subject 
This light must emanate from the pulpit, the press, and through 
the instrumentality of traveling agents. 

in. Let merchants, manufacturers, and traveling gentlemen, 
who value the Sabbath, and the blessings which accompany it, 
by thousands, sign the following declaration, viz : — 

" We, the subscribers, believing that the command to remem- 
ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy, extends to all men ; and 
wishing, net only to enjoy the rest of that day ourselves, but to 
allow the privilege to others, do hereby express our willingness 
and desire to have our business, in all respects, so transacted as 
not to require the attention or labor of any man on the Christian 
Sabbath." 

IV. Next invite all who do business on Sunday, or cause it to 
be done, to make such arrangements as will not interfere with 
the sacred rest of that institution. There is every reason to b^ 
Ueve the invitation would be joyfully received and pr6mptly 
ccnnplied witb. During all this process, the only means to bring 
about so desirable a change are, moral suasion, the presentation 
of facts, truth pressed home upon the conscience; /tj^^. — " Let 

THERE BE LIGHT." 

Such an arrangement can injure no man. All our business 
would be transacted as it now i^ with the exception of resting 
one day in seven ; which every man, after six days of labor, needsi 
as also the weary animal which toils for. his benefit. On this 
plan, no business man, or traveling gentleman, would have an 
advantage over his neighbor; for all would rest from secular 
employment, as often as the Sabbath dawned upon our land. 
Then, while we were at rest, our son and our daughter, our man 
servant and our maid*^ servant, our cattle, and the stranger within 
our gates, might rest, as God has commanded, and as their con* 
stitution requires. 

There is no more difficulty in closing our business, when the 
Sabbath commences, than there is when enshrouded by the cur- 
tains of evening, or when driven from it by a storm of wind and 
hail ; or by the destruction and the pestilence. 
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The divine arrangemeat is, that man and beast shall have one 
day in seven for rest ; and the man who disregards the will of 
his Maker, the claims of our nature, and the good of the crea- 
tures which God has made, cannot be a philanthropist, a good 
member of society, a friend to his own best interest, or a Chris- 
tian. A nation of Sabbath-breakers is a nation of infidels. A 
nation of infidels is a stranger to liberty, to enlightened patriot- 
ism, to good will to men, to charity, to peace, to rational hope, 
to joy. 

The Sabbath was made for man ; for every man, in every age. 
His firail body needs it ; his soul cannot prosper without it ; good 
morals and enlarged benevolence cannot long exist without it. 
This institution is the best detector of a man's morality. Blot 
it out, and you annihilate the blessings of revelation, and sink 
into ignorance, degradation, and anarchy.' 

Daily observation shows, that there is great diversity of opin- 
ion, even among the fiiends of the Sabbath, in regard to the 
manner in which its observance can be best secured. Letters, 
just received, express doubts of the expediency of adopting any 
measures which shall be recognised as tending to that object. 
Others, and by far the greatest number, say that something miu< 
be done to redeem the Sabbath, for we are all sinking together. 
Some advise to print a paper, for the purpose of pleading the 
cause of the Sabbath. Others say. Send men to preach in every 
congregation, beginning where the evil is most prevalent Others 
still say, " Pray — print — ^preach." 

• There is no hope of a plan which will, ^Xjwsty meet the views 
of all. Men who see comparatively little of the evil, feel differ- 
ently on the subject firom Uiose who are c(xistantly observing its 
progress. 

Under such circumstances it is with diffidence that these views 
and suggestions have been submitted to the consideration of the 
public 

Christians ought to remember that Christ was not weU pleased 
with those disciples who forbade the man to cast out devils, be- 
cause he followed not them; but said, "Forbid him not * * ♦ 
for he that is not against us is on our part." We know not how 
much injury we may do to a good cause by opposing measures 
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which do not exactly meet our approbaticm. If measures pro- 
posed for remoying any evil from our land are not manifestly 
rash and unscripturalj we should think of the case referred to 
above, before we tbrow our influence into the opposite scale. 
A good cause ought not thus to be put down. The projector of 
measures is nothing. It is the cause which we are called upon 
to aid. 

Cleveland^ Juncy 1834, 



CHAPTER VIL 

ADDRESS TO BUSINESS MEN. 

In justice to business men, it ought to be said, that the prac- 
tice into which many of them have fellen, of laboring on Sun- 
day, has obtained, rather from a supposed necessity in the case, 
or f^om inccx&sideration, than from any preconcerted plan to abol- 
ish the Christian Sabbath. 

There is much intelligence, respectability, good feeling and 
commendable enterprise in those whom we now address, and 
with them is most of the wealth and the influence of this great 
nation. They are men of thought, candor, and discrimination ; 
willing and accustomed to look at subjects i&irly, closely to ex- 
amine and compare facts, and draw correct conclusions ; we are 
therefore the more encouraged to address them on a subject, 
which should interest every citizen of these United States. 

Is it too much to say, that business men rule the nation ? 
Their enterprise, which by railroads and canals, has, or will 
OTercome all difficulties which nature has thrown in the way of 
intercourse and communication, is distinguished from that of the 
founders of Babel, the ancient pyramids, and the huge wall of 
the '* celestial empire,*^ by the wisdom and utility of its plans, 
and for the means, generally unexceptionable, by which they are 
executed. They are leveling the mountains, exalting the val- 
leys, making railroads and canals, deepening rivers, widening, 
turning, and extending their channels ; so that boats and vessels 
canalready.be seen, not only on the waters of the east, but also 
on the twenty-four thousand miles of steamboat navigation in the 
valley of the Mississippi 
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Bat there axe not a few of our fellow Qtizens who bdiere th«t 
these improyemeats and &cilitiesf most desiraUe under proper 
rt^roLaticHis, are endangering the stability of oui govemment, an* 
nihilating among us the Christian religion, and sinking us into 
anarchy and despotism. 

This nation, though in her infancy, is great in prospect, and 
mighty in resources. A few years since her territory was. a wil- 
derness — a British proyiace : and it is but as yesterday since she 
proclaimed her independence— entered upcm. an experiment of 
self^Ti^nmeat, udlried «nd doubtAil. Nations lock upon her, 
spme with hope^ others with fear ; some with jealousy, and 
others with envy — all admitting, that, should this .attempt fail, 
the last hope of banishing despotism from the world would ex- 
pire. Under such circumstances, the heart ef every American, 
proud as it may-be of our inmBduable priyikges,. civil and reli- 
gious, cannot regard with indifference anything which has a ten- 
dency to weaken and undermine, or to establish and perpetuate 
them. While all loye our common country and her liberties, 
and are equally interested ih their support, most it .is belieyed 
are agreed in the sentiment, that a republican goyemment can 
be sustained and perpetuated, only by the general diffusion of 
intellig«ice, yirtue, and morality. • <- 

It is sietid that we are an enterprising people. We rejoice that 
it is so. But we should beware, while wielding the destinies of 
a great nation, not to unite in those plans and encourage those 
practices, which haye uniformly led other nations to ruin. We 
haye unintentionally fallen into the evil which has been alluded 
to, and which calls for a remedy. It is this. In busmess ar-\ 
langementson our great thoroaghfares, little regard is bad to the 
Sabbath, as ^.day of rest. All distinction between the six days 
of labor and the seyenth day of rest seems to be yanishing away. 
Yet, wiUiout a Sabbath, .duly observed, a peo^de cannot long be 
intellig^t and moral, and^ consequently cannot be fit subjects of 
self-govemment. 

If danger is to be apprehended from this source, it is important 
that we should all know it, and unite in devising means to re- 
move the evil from our land. In this enterprise, the rich and 
poor, the statesman and patriot, the philanthropist and Christian, 



326 IBB SABBATfl. 

are interested. And where the motives of oar religion cannot 
infloence, it would seem a3 if those of humanity could not&il to 
do aa For, who among ns would wish to see this nation cm 
up into little despotic govemments ? Who among us so hase, 
that he would rejoice to see her pillars totter and &11 ; her reli- 
gion exchanged fiar that of the Hindoo or Mohammedan ; her in- 
tdligence and morality for the ignorance and immorality of 
paganism? 

We know it is contended by some, that the fourth command 
oi the decalogue is not binding on us Gentiles — ^that the rest of 
the Sabbath b not necessary for the good of man, or the well-be- 
ing of beasts of burden. But though we are Grentiles^ and 
though this command, as well as the entire Bible, was originally 
giTen to the Jews, yet we claim that book as our book. Its 
blessed promises we embrace, its awful denunciations we dread. 
Who, that belieres this volume to contain the oracles of God, 
can for a moment doubt, that since Paul was sent to preach the 
Grospel to the Gentiles, all the moral precepts it contains, are as 
binding on us, as they are or were on the Jews; or, that, if th€ 
Jews needed a Sabbath, a day of sacred rest, we need it as much ? 
Whoever, therefore, would be encouraged by the promises, in- 
structed by the wisdom, or admonished by the threatenings of 
the Bible, must accept it as the will of God to fallen man, all 
meny and obey its injunctions. This book calls upon men, to 
*^ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy" — assuring them 
that in so doing, they shall be blessed, but that jefiiaing, God 
will come out in judgment against them. 

We stand on common ground, and have a common interest 
Let us, therefore, candidly and impartially examine this subject, 
and see whether there is any danger to be apprehended from the 
present system of doing business on the Lord?s day. And in the 
prosecution of our inquiries, all our information must be derived 
from two sources, viz. the word of Gody and well authenticated 
&cts. 

I.— What does thS Word or God sat ? 

As to this inquiry, if we find that labor is forbidden on the 
Sabbath, that evils are threatened against the transgressor of the 
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Ibur^ coiYHnandmentj and have been inflicted in consequence of 
its violation, then we must naturally infer, that it is not only 
criminal, but dangerous, to engage in any secular business on 
that day. From the following passages it will be seen, that 
God has required men to keep the Sabbath ; — and that judg- 
ments for disobedience have not only been threatened, but actu^ 
ally inflicted. • ~ 

LABOR FORBIDDEN'' ON THE SABBATH. 

Tbe fourth commandiiient, Ex. zx. 8-10, is explicit ; " Remem- 
ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days sjialt thou labor, 
and do all thy work-: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not (io any work, thou, nor thy 
son\ nor thy daughter, thy maa-servant, nor thy maid««ervant, 
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates." 

Ex. xxxL 14. Ye shall keep the Sabbadi, therefore, for it is 
holy unto you : every one that defileth it shall surely be put to 
death : for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people." Then in verse 15, of the same 
chapter, " Six days may work be done ; but in the seventh is 
the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord; whosoever doeth any 
work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to de&th." In 
Lev. xxiii 3, we read, ** Six days shall work be done; but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall 
do no work therein." In Lev. xiz. 30, we find, '* Ye shall 
keep my Sabbaths» and reverence my sanctuary : I am the 
Lord,." The same occurs Lev. xi^vi. 2. Deut v. 12-21, is a re- 
capitulati(Hi of the fourth commandment, nearly verbatim, with 
additional reasons why the' ckUdreHrOf Israel should keep the 
Sabbath. Ex. -gviii- 12, *' Six days thou shalt do thy work, and 
on the seventh day thou shalt rest ; that thine ox and thine ass 
may rest ; and the son of thy handmaid and the stranger may be 
refreshed." Ex. xxxiv. 21: " Six days thou shalt work ; but on 
the seventh day thou shalt rest; in earing time and in harvest 
thou shalt rest.'* - » 

EVILS THREATENED .AND INFLICTED. 

In Ex. xxxv^ 2, like xxxi. 15, before quoted, is found a com- 
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maud to keep the Sabbath, on pain of death. And in Komb. xv. 
30-^, we have a case of violation of the law, and of the inflic- 
tkxi of the penalty. In verse 32, we have the crime: While 
the children of Israel were in the wilderness, thef found a man 
that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day. In verse 36, the 
poniahment is recorded, as follows: *^A11 the congregation 
brought him without the camp^, and stoned him with stones, 
and he died ; as the Loi^d commanded Moses." In Ezek. xx. 
13, God, by his prophet, says of Israel, ** and my Sabbaths they 
greatly polluted : then I said> I would pour out my fury upon 
them, in the wilderness, to consume them,"—- and they were 
consumed accordingly. Grod, by Moses, Lev. xxvL 33—^5, after 
having pronounced other curses on them, if they should refuse 
to do his commandments, adds, " And I will scatter you dmong 
the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you, and your 
land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. Then shall the 
land enjoy her Sabbaths. As long as it lieth desolate, and ye be 
in your enemies' land, even then shall the land rest, and enjoy 
her Sabbaths; As long as it lieth desolate, it shall rest ; because 
it did not rest in your Sabbaths, when ye d^eU upon it." Read 
the whole of this chapter. Hundreds of years after this threat- 
ening, when the iniquity of the people was almost full, God said 
to them, by Jeremiah, chap.'xviL 27, " But if ye will not heatk- 
en unto me, to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear a bur- 
den, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath 
day, then wiU I kindle a fire in the gat^s thereof, and it shall 
devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched." 
We find these prophecies, awfiil as they were, literally fulfilled 
upon this ungratefi]! and wicked people, as recorded, 2 Kings 
xrv., and in 2 Chron, xxxvi, and in Jer. lii. " The king of the 
Chaldees," we are told, "had no compassion upon young man 
or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age ; he [God] gave 
them all into his hand." " And they burnt the house of God, 
and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces 
thereofwith fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 
And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to 
Babylon, where they were servants to him and his sons.*" " To 
ftdfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiahj until the 
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land had enjoyed her Sahbath : for as long as she lay desolate 
she kept Sabbath^ to ftilfiU threescore and ten years." 

To Ezekiel, during^ the captiyity, God said of Jerusalem, 
" Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast pro&ned my 
Sabbaths." <* Her priests haTe violated my law, and hare pro- 
faned mine holy things ; they have put no difference between 
the holy and profane, neither have they showed difference be- 
tween the miclean and the dean, and haye hid their eyes from 
my Sabbaths, and I am profaned among them." After enume- 
rating. other, transgressions, he adds, " Therefore haye I poured 
out mine indignation upon them ; I haye consumed them with 
the fire of my wrath : their own way haye I recompen^ upon 
their heads, saith th^ Lord God." 3ee Ezek. zzii* 8, 26, 31. 
• Oh, what a penalty for profaning the Sabbath ! "V^ e need not 
prosecute this^art of the dnyestigation further, to prove that 
labor is forbidden on the Sabbath, that evils are threatened 
against the transgressor, or that they haye actually been in- 
flicted. . ^ ' . 

Many facts are recorded in the Bible, to show us how God 
looks upon the man who disregards his law ; and Tf hat we may 
expect, if we c(»uinue to rebel against him. The simple act of 
gathering a few sticks on' the Sabbath, was not of so much con- 
sequence as the disposition manifested, in the disregard of a 
command of Grod. liie man guilty of that act, showed that he 
did not hold himself accountable to Grod, but would employ his 
time as best suited his convenience. We are surprised that any 
man, who beUeves in the inspiration, of the Bible, should dara 
disregard the &urth commandment For there is no want of 
proof, from that book, or from.facts» that God has most signally 
puiiished individuals and communities, as He has ^aid he ^ould, 
for not remenibering the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

SAB^TH-BREA.KINQ PR^EVENTS the BtESSINO. 

Men who disregard the law of the Sabbath, cannot be as 
prosperous, intelligent, free, happy, and moral, as uq those who 
duly observe and sanctify it. 

This position is fully sustained by the following passages and 
&cts, from the sacred pages. . At the time (>od communicated 
28* 
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to Jeremiah his detenninatioQ to IdndleB fire in the gates of Je- 
rosalem which should deroor the palaces thereof, he endeaTored 
to excite the people to ohedience by this gracioas promise : " It 
■hall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken mito me, saith the 
Lord, to bring in no bnrden through the gates of this city on the 
Sabbath day, but hallow the Sabbath day, to do no work there- 
in ; then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and 
princes, sitting upon the throne of Dand, riding in "chariots and 
on horses, they, and their prmces, the men of Judah, and the iil- 
habitants of Jeriualem; and this city shall remain forever.^ 
Jer. xrii 24, 25, 27. Another passage, exactly in point, is from 
Isaiah Ivi. 2, 4-7 : ** Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the 
son of man that layeth hold on it ; that iKepeth the Sabbath, 
from polluting ii, and keepeth his hand from ddng any evil.'' 
** Thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my Sabbaths, 
and choose* the things that please me, and take hold of my cov- 
enant; even unto them will I gire, in mine house, imd within 
my walls, a place and a name better than of sons and of daugh- 
ters : I will-give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut 
off. Also the sons of the stranger that join themselves to the 
Lord, to serve him, and' to love the name of the Lord, to be his 
servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, 
and taketh hdd of my covenant ; even them will I bring to-my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted up<xi 
mine altar : for mine house shall be called an house of prayer 
for all people." In the same book, chap. hiii. 13, 14, we haTe, 
*^ If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from d<Ang thy 
pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a Delight, the 
Holy of the Lord, Honorable, and shall honor him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thhie own words: Then shalt thou delight thysdf in the Lord; 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thyfath^: for the 
mouth of tike Lord hath spoken it." 

aUNNA. -, 
Let us exambe another passage in rdation to this part of our 



ABDBfiK TO JIVUmfiBB KEN. 381 

subject: El. rn. 81^-30. From tlus, we lean, **that on the 
mxth day, they [the Lnaelites] gathered twke as much bread, 
[manna] two omers for one man^V as they had gathered on the 
days preceding. " And all the rvdeis of the oongregatioQ caaie 
and told Moses. And he said unto them, This is that which the 
Lord hath said. To-morrow is the rest of the hely Sabhath unto 
the Lord : bake that which ye will bake tcday, and Seethe that 
ye will seethe; and that which remaineth orrer^ay up for you, 
to be kept until the morning. And they laid it up till the morn- 
ing, as Moses bade : and it did not stink, neither was there any 
worm therein. And Moses said, Eat that to-day, for to^y U 
a Sabbath unto the Lord : to-day ye shall not fikid it in the fidfl. 
Six days ye shall gather it ; but on the serenth day, which is 
the Sabbath, hi it there shall be none. And it came to pasB^ 
tTtat there Went out some of the people.on the seventh day to 
gather, and they found none. And the Lord said unto Moees, 
How long refttse ye to keep my commandments and-my laws? 
See, for that the Lord hath given you- the Sabbath, therefore he 
giveth yon on the sixth day the bread, of two days: abide ft 
erery man in his place; let no man go oat of his place on the 
seventh 4ay." 

Let every one remember, that these events occurred before 
die giving of the law on Mount Sinai. Thus we see that there 
was a Sabbath, and that Grod had given laws, probably the same 
with those afterwards written on tables of stone; four the Lord 
said, '^'How long rdfuse ye ta keep my commandments and my 
' iaws ?" Hence we infer, that to go out to gather manna was a 
breach of Crod's hLW-^the law of the Sabbath, which had, doubt- 
less, always been in force. 

There is much instruction in this passage. In the first place, 
the people Were surprised tor find double the usual quantity of 
manna on the sixth day. * 

Second ; The Sabbath is brought to view as a day of resty holy 
unto the Lord. And rather than have any work done on that 
day, God wrou^t twomiracles weekly, viz : He caused a double 
quantity of food to &11 on the sixth day ; and he preserved what 
was intended for the Sabbath from corrupting, like what was 
kept over on other days* 
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Let the man who fears he shall come to "want if he does not 
labor on Sunday, and the man who would hoard up his riches, 
read the verses just quoted, and know, that since God has ap- 
pointed the Sabbath, he has also provided and will provide, for 
the wants of all, who will honor him by keeping it. What did 
the man get by going out to seek for manna ? Nothing but the 
disapprobation of God. - 

Men are taught by this lesson, that it is always safe to obey the 
commandments of the Lord — that God will not only provide an 
abundance for our wants, but that he. will also preserve it from 
decay and putre&cticm. We do not believe that an individual, 
or a company of individuals, or a community, in the long run, ever, 
in fitct, made anything by laboring on Sunday. — Suppose they la- 
bor, obtain, and lay up much worldly goods, some of which are the 
result of Sabbath earnings, there is a worm at the core, and they 
will sooner or later become unfit for use, or be taken from them. 

JjDL God's dealings with the children of Israel, he doubtless had 
more than oae object in view. While one design was Jto raise 
up a people, to whom he might makie a special revelation of his 
mind and will, and through whom he could hand down to future 
generations, a knowledge of his salvation ; be doubtless also in- 
tended to show the world, by his dealings with them, how he 
would govem and deal with other nations. As we have seen, he 
not only told that people, that if they profaned his Sabbaths, he 
would punish theni, but he kept his word. While they reverenc- 
ed his holy day, they were prosperous and happy^ but whenever 
they profaned or polluted it, he sent his judgments upon them, 
and such judgments as no other nation ever experienced. And 
he told them, he thus visited them, because they had polluted 
his Sabbaths. And in the same general manner he has dealt 
with all nations since that day. Those that cast aw^y the Sab- 
bath, God gites up to destruction; and if tve^ continue to dese- 
crate that day, we shall be destroyed, and that vtdthout remedy. 
It cannot h^ otherwise. Ever since we. have become a Sabbath- 
breaking nation, it is evident that God has had a controvert 
with us, just as with his ancient people. Like them, we have 
been warned and beaten with fewatripes; then warned again, 
and beaten with more stripes; and we may expect some over- 
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whelmiag calamity soon to fiiU on us, miless averted by iq»edy 
rep^itance, and return to dnty. 

n.— facw. 

We come now to the second inquiry^ viz: — What do faUt tfiach 
.us to expect^ in relation to this matter f 
And here let it first be obserred, that this is not a -state of re^ 
tribution for individuals; though for some sins of individuals, 
G-od more signally punishes in this world than for others. This 
is believed to be true of Sabbath-breaking. There are^at least 
certain evils which seem' necessarily, and unavoidably to follow 
the Sabbath-breiEiker. 

But commuTdties must always be punished in this worid. This 
is their only state of retribution. When individuals^ or commu* 
nities disregard the Sabbath, they are ready, so far as their con* 
science is concemed,<t& 'disregard the other laws of God; said 
this l^ds them to^eglect all the means which Gbd has given, 
to prevent men from committing crimes against their neigh* 
boTS, their country, and their God. A voice, therrfore, should 
now be raised on this subject, waxing louder and loader, xmtil it 
shall have aroused die slmnbering energies, not only of the Chnt* 
tian, but of every patriot and philanthropist. 

Let us see wbAt influence, labor on the Sabbath has aa physic 
cal powers, on mcmd and iiiteUectual powers, and on men's 
worldly prosperity, generally; Some have supposed thatwh^ 
is earned on the Lord's day, is dear gaini but €k)d says, and the 
best of men say, and hcta prove, that thisisjiot so. . 

FHTSICAL FOWEBS. 

Sm Matthew Halb's experience has often been adduced, in 
proof of the above assertion. For neuiy fifty years, he had 
been a critical observer of men, -and much conversant with busi- 
ness. He saysj '^ Whenever I have undertaken any seculiur Inisi^ 
ness on the Lord's day (which was not absolutdy and indispeh^ 
sably necessary,) that businessnever prospered and succeeded weU 
with me. Always, the more closdy I applied myseM" to the du- 
ties of the Lord's day, the more happy and successful ^rare my 
business and en4)loyments, the rest of the we^ followiDg." 
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A BUSiNSM MAM many yean ago was trareliiig by the side of one 
of the western lakes ina stage which made its trips but onceaweek. 
The settlement was sparse, the road bad, and there was. little trav- 
eL The Sabbath came. The question with him was not, what 
shall I do ? bat others said, when he announced that he should 
proceed no &rther, how then can you get along ? Yet there was 
but one course for him. Long hefore^ he had made up his mind 
to rest on Sunday, leaving consequences with God. The stage 
went '(») while he remained until Monday morning, when a 
gentleman drore up and offered to carry him- on his journey ; he 
was well accommodated with a seat, audit proved a saying d[ 
money. Thoasands can testify to similar &cts. As Grod provid- 
ed manna for two days on the sixth, so he will take care of 
those who keep his commandments. As nothing was gained by 
retaining the nutnna from one day to another, except, from the 
sixth to the seventh, so nothing will be gained by laying up the 
wages of unlawful labonr. They ^11 prove a curse instead of a 
blessing. Jt is always safe to dbey GkxL When we toil on the 
Lord's day, we toil for nothing that can do- us any good. 

A GEMTLEMAN acquainted twenty-five years in New York, says, 
that those merchants of his acquaintance ¥rho have kept their 
counting rooms open on Sunday have Med without an excep- 
tion. 

Pa. SFUSZHEm saysi ^ The cessation of labor one day in seven, 
contributes to the preservation of health, and to the restoration 
of the bodHy powers. 

Journeymen printers, stage-drivers, boatmen, and all classes 
of men, who habitually labor seven days in a week, suffer much 
in their health and their morals. 

Ma. ScHooLCBAFT, while examining the Upper Mississippi in 
1830 and 1832, with twenty men, says^ that they performed 
their tours in less time than companies usually do, which travel 
on Sunday, though they uniformly suspended labor on that hdy 
day. ' He was qonvinoed that they gained much by resting one 
day in seven. * ' 

" In the West Indies, slaves were required to labor six days 
in the week for their masters, and the seventh day for their own 
support. The consequence was, short life and feeble health.'' 
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Nkie days' labor in France, when the s^en days', week was 
exchanged for a ten days' week, ^ increased the exhaustion of 
man, and diminished the aggregate amoont of labor." 

Seten thousamd joubnetkbn bakers, of London and yicinity, 
bare petitioned the House . of Commons to be released from 
their burden of laboring nine hours every Sunday, after from 
fourteen to sixteen hours of labor on week days* From their 
constant emplojrment they suffer greatly in health. 

It appeared in evidence before the Sabbath Committee of Par- 
liament in regard to eaoh branch of business in London, that in 
proportion to>their disregard of the Sabbath, was the wretched- 
ness and immorality of those engaged in it. Is not. the same 
true of this and every other country ? 

Mb. Vtse of .Birmingham, England, stated before the Sabbath 
Committee of the Biidsh Pieurliament, that he had taken one 
hundred and twenty horses, and nine or ten coaches off the 
road on Sunday, and that while his horses were allowecl to rest 
one day in seven, he had no occasion to replenish their number 
in tfar^e months;, but when they labored seven days in a week, 
he was obliged to buy every- Week. The same man says, he 
found that those persons who neglected that holy day, fell into 
bad habits, were led on from vice to vice, and. generally ended 
in coming to misery and want. 

The LoBD Bishop of Chester stated) before the same commit* 
tee, that he bnce knew a man who kept his shop open on Sun- 
day. When his minister remonst^ted with .him, he would 
reply, (though convinced of his error,) * Why, I cannot afford it ; 
for I sell more on the Sunday than all the other days of the 
week put together.' His mind, however, changed^ and he 
closed his shop on that day, and^so kept it closed fca: six months. 
When the clergyman called on him again, and wished to know 
the result .He said — * Sir, to tell you the truth, I have taken 
more money in the six months since I shut up my shop on the 
Sunday, than I did in any one year before, since I was in 
business.' 

The Rev. J. W. Cukkinohah, in evidence before the Commit- 
tee, says, he knows the result of an examination as to the 
quantity of work done, .and the money expended in a public in* 
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ttitatjoD, employing more than two thoosaad laborers. For a 
certi^ number of years these laborers were employed on the 
Sabbath. After the death of the indiTidual whp presided over 
the institutioQ during Uiis amogement, his successor determined 
to dispense with Sunday kbor— whieh wasdoDe:.eiidby.amost 
earefol examination of die amount of labor performed during the 
two periods, it was ascertained that more work was done in the 
wne portioQ of time, ^hen they wotked but six days, than 
Uiere was when they wcvked seren days in a week. This was 
imputed to two causes : in the first place, to the demoralization 
of the people under the first system ; and in the second place, to 
the exhaustion of their bodily strength, which was visible to the 
most casual observer. The same individual sayS) in relation to 
thdw who deseciate^ the Sabbath-^the worst moral, civil, and 
political consequences, appear to me to follow, from the breach 
oftheSabath. 

Mr. Thomas George, before the same Compiittee, said, the 
.following different trades in London, had been canvassed by 
himself and others, connected with the Sabbath Protection So- 
ciety, viz: — butchers, bakers, drovers, poolteTers, poultry cooks, 
Cionfectioners, undertakers, publicans, slup, wagon, and coach 
proprietors, hairdressers, cheesemongers, grocers, chuidl^rs, 
coffin-makers, watermen, bargemen, tobacconists, newsmen, 
praters, fishmongers, fruiterers, green-grocers ; and that a vast 
nuyority of them would be delighted with a measure, provided 
it were general, to secure them against pecuniary loss, by a 
general observance of the Sabbath. One would not stop unless 
1^ did ; and all felt that it was degrading for them to work on 
Sunday, and that they kad^ a right to a day of rest, as well as 
otharmen. . 

Mr. William McEJECHMsr.said, he had visited at least ten 
thousand ^c^keepers of various descripticms in and about Lon- 
don, relative to a general ce^ation of all business on Sunday, and 
that two thirds of them were in &var of it ' 

A man who is not allowed to rest on Smiday, is deprived of a 
privilege ei^oyed by others. He is k^ured, and feels injured by 
die practice. Doubtless, if every man in this nation were to 
have the question put to him, would you prefer to have no labor 
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done on Sunday, nine- tenths of th^m would answer in the affiim- 
atiye. The great difficulty now seems to be, tp fix on a day 
when ail shall stop, and to induce all to agree to it, at once. Go 
to one class to day, and they will Sby, we will give up our labor 
on the Lord's day, if others of our occupaticm wiU ; and so it ia 
with all. ^ ^ 

INTELLECTUAL POWEES. 

In the testimony of D^. Righabd Faabe before the same 
Conunittee, there are some most important views, relating to 
this subject. Dr. Farre, in the early part of his life, had been 
the physician oi a public medical institution. He had been 
engaged in Great Britain, in the study and practice of medicine 
forty years. . -- 

This question was propoBeA to him, viz : Ha;re you had oc^ 
casion to observe, the effect of the observance and ncm-observance 
of the seventh day of rest during that time ? Ans. I have. I 
hare been in the habit, during a great many years, of consider- 
ing the uses oi the Sabbath, and obserWsg the abuses of it. 
The abuses are chiefly manifested in labor and dissipation. The 
use, medically speaking, is that of a day of rest. As a day of 
rest, I yiew it as a compensation for the inadequate restorative 
power of the body, under continued labor and excitement. A 
physician always has^ respect to the preservation of the restora- 
tive power, because, if once'this be lost, his healing office is at 
an end. He endeavors, j^ysiologically^ to show, that the Sab* 
bath is a necessary appointment. He says, a physician is anx- 
ious to preserve the balance of circulation, as necessary to the 
restorative power of the body. The ordinary exertions of man 
ran down the ciroid'ation every day of his life, and the first gen- 
eral law of nature, by which Gt)d prieventsman from destroying 
himself, 'is the alternating of day with night,- that repose may 
succeed action. But although the night apparently equalizes 
the circulation well, yet it does not sufficiently restore its 
balance for the attainmeit of long life. Hence one day in seven, 
by the bounty of Providence, is thrown in as a day of compmsa- 
tion, to perfect by its repose the animal system. You may easily 
detemiine this question as a matter of &ct by trying it on beasts 
29 
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of burden. Take that fine animal, the horse, and work him to 
the full extent of his powers,' erery day in the week, or girehim 
rest one day in seven, and you will soon perceive, by the vigor 
with which he performs his functions, on the other six days, that 
this rest is necessary for his well-being. 

In man it is not so immediately apparent, but in- the long run 
he breaks down more suddenly. 

He considers, that the Sablmth ' is not merely a precept, par- 
taking of the nature of a positive institution, but that it is auKxig 
the natural duties, if the preservation of life be a duty, and the 
premature destruction of it a suicidal act. 

He remarks, that this is said simply as a physician, and with- 
out reference at all to the thecdogical question ; but if you con- 
sider further the proper effect of real Christianity,iiamdy, ptoce 
of mind, confiding trust m God, md good will to man, you will 
perceive in this source of renewed vigor to the mind, and through 
the mind to the body, an additional spring of life, imparted from 
this higher use of the Sabbath, as a holy rest. 

He goes on the ground that the mind, as well as the body, 
needs relaxation and repose, or a change of occupation, as often 
as one day in seven ; that the mind when vigorously employed 
in business six days, will be injured by ccmtinuing in that em- 
ployment beyond that period, before itis-suffered to relax its 
powers ; and that leaving business and engaging in dissipating 
amusement, does not afford jail that aid and that kind of aid, 
which its constitution demands. He states that he had known 
many senators, and others in the higher walks of life, who hur- 
ried themselves to the grave by excessive mental effort. 

It is to be regretted that our limits will allow us to make but 
one more quotation from this testimony. ^*In all that I have 
said," he remarks, " I have reference in my views of the Sab- 
bath, to it, as a sustaining, repairing, and healing power." 

Dr. Farre is not alone in the belief, that both mind and body 
need the rest of the Sabbath. Dr. Rush says, " If there were no 
hereafter, individuals and societies would be great gainers by 
attending public worship. Rest from labor in the house of Grod 
winds up the machine of the soul and body, better than any 
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thing eJbe, and thereby invigorates it for the labors and daties of 
the gnawing week." . 

' The inind of man needs rest, or relief— a change of objects, and 
the Sabbath brings sach relief.^ . While constant labor destroys 
the physical powers of man and beast, intense application of the 
mental powers cannot long be endwed, without sensiUe injury. 
What scholar does not know the folly of undertaking to solve a 
difficult problem in mathematics, when the mind has long been 
taxed to the ezt^at of its powers ? And where is' the business 
mair, whose mind has been intensely on his employment, day 
and night, for six days, who does not need a season of rest ? 
There can be no doubt, that many individuals, possessing strong 
minds, have become insane, in consequence of constant and on- 
Temitted attention to worldly business. Doubtless, if the true 
cause could be known, why so many merchants of large capital 
and extensive business have fidled, it Would be found, that in 
many instances, itwas the result of so intense and uninterrupted 
attention to business, that their minds became'deranged, or unfit 
prudently and skillfully to-manage their affairs. It would not 
be difficult to prove, with the force of demonstration, by incon- 
trovertible facts and arguments, that the man who disregards 
and profanes the Sabbath, injures his own person and property, 
and the community in which he lives. 

The Marquis of LoNDonbERBT, not many years since, de- 
stroyed his life in a state of mental derangement He was 
. prime minister, and entrusted by the king with the princqnl 
eoncems of the government. He observed nq Sabbath. His 
mind, on Sundays as on other 4ays, was alike burdened, but its 
burden was too heavy long to be borne. It hurried him to mad* 
ness and the-.grave. 

• WiLBERFORCE Said, he could never have accomplished so 
mtich public business as he did, but for the rest of the Sabbath. 
Many who began with him in life, had found a premature grave, 
or become maniacs, and put an end to their existence, by vio- 
lating the law of nature, and of nature's God, in regard to the 
rest of the Sabbath. 

In the last great day, it will doubtless be seen, that some pf 
the most splendid fortunes and gigantic intellects have been 
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rained by a diffcgaid of the day of rest The Sabbath-breaker, 
like the dnmkard, is destroying himself^ body and soul, fer time 
and eternity. 

We have looked at the necessities of man as a physical and 
intellectual being. We find him like a clock constructed to nm 
a certain time, and then needing to be wound up again, in order 
to answer the end for wliich it was made. Man's whole na- 
ture is constructed so that he can engage in yigofous employ- 
ment six days, and but six at a time. If by any meafts he is 
induced to prolong such exertion, he does it at his periL If 
often repeated, both body and mind will naturally and unavoid- 
ably suffer, and' even nm down. 

MORAL ?0WEB8^ 

Sabbath-breaking not only wastes property and the physical 
powers of animal nature, and deranges the mental faculties of 
men, but it leads to crime and disgrace. Blacxstoke says, " a 
coi^upticHi of morals usually follows a proftaation of the SA- 
bath." 

In the State Prison of Connecticut, it is said ninety out of a 
hmidred of its inmates, at the time of the investigation, had 
been habitual Sabbath-breakers. In that of Massachusetts, one 
hundred and eighty-two out of two hundred and fifty-six wefe 
also of that character. 

We quote again from the testimony brought befiare tbe Sab- 
bath Committee of. the British House of Commons. Rev. Da- 
vid RiTELL, before the committee, stated, that he was chaphun 
of New Prison, Cle]:kenwell, and formerly chaplain of the house 
cf correction, Coldbeth Fields->he had been thus employed 
twenty-eight years — had had annually pass under his care, not 
less than seven thousand prisoners; and during his chaplaincy, 
at least one hundred thousand. He says he made it a point of 
seeing in private those who were charged with capital offences, 
and does not .recollept a single case, among them all, where the 
pairty had not been a Sabbath-breaker, aiid in many cases they 
had assured him, that Sabbath-breaking was the first step in 
their course of crime. 

He says, »* I may say in reference to prisoners of all classes, 
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that nineteeD out of twenty^ of tkem have neglected the Sabbath." 
He refers to the case of the Gato street consi^tcvs, who were 
also of that class. 

Mr. John Wohtneb, then for ten years keeper of Newgate, 
and six years a~marshal of the city of London, said, he had 
heard many ofthepriscmers express their regret that their crimes 
had originated with a breach of the. Sabbath. He thinks nine- 
tenths of them did not value the Sabbath. 

Mr. Benjamin Baker, who had been for twenty years in the 
habit of visiting priscmers in Newgiite, stated that the priscmers, 
almost universally, had acknowledged, that the deviation from 
the fourth commandment led them, on, step by step, into that 
degree of crime, which had brought then^ there, and that the 
great cause of their misconduct had been the neglect of the Sab- 
bath. Nine out of ten have dated the principal part of their 
-departure from God, to the neglect ofthat day.' 

The. same committee state in their report, that innumerable 
unhappy individuals, who have forfeited their lives to the of- 
fended laws of their country, have, confessed that their career in 
vice commenced' with Sabbath-breaking, and neglect of rdigious 
ordinai&ces. 
" » ■ . f 

APPEAL TO INDIVmUAL EXPERIENCE. 

Many other facts from the report of this Committee might be 
given, and also from other sources. But we forbear; and call 
• upon men, individually, to look back upon the Sabbath-breakers 
whom they knew in their youth and early days. Where now 
are the majority of them ? Are they intelligent, moral, respect- 
able, inflttdatial ? It is not believed many of them are> if they 
have continued till the age of forty, or even thirty years in the 
same practice. The road of the Sabbath*breaker is the road to 
ignorance, crime, degradation, and contempt. Look • again. 
What good have such individuals done in the world ? Have 
they been philanthropists — ^trae, valuable patriots ? Are they 
the friends of the poor, of the Church, df God, and of the w;orld ? 
Look at companies, who habitually pro&ne the Lord's day. 
And what is their moral- influence on society ? 
Look mto those neighborhoods, where no Sabbath is rdigiouidy 
29* 



obsenred, and what is the Gbaracter of the inhabitants? Are 
they fit to be at the helm of our goTemment ? Woidd they 
sostaiA our free institutions ? Woold they make suitable guar- 
dians of youth-— good teachers in our seminaries of learning 1 
Are they good neighbors? Do they lire peaceably ? Are th^ 
sober, deanly, industrious? How do their fields and fences 
look ? Are their buildings in good order, or in a state of dilapi- 
dadon ? Look at such a neighboihocfid, and compare it with 
one where the Sabbath is duly obsenred-^-and then you will be 
able to judge of the qualificatiens of a Sabbath-breaking people 
to gorem a repuUic 

HOW IS IT WITH NATIONS ? 

Let us glance now at nations, and see what we can gath» 
from their history, as to the importance of observing a Sabbath. 
Communities flourish and decay, and what is the cause of this 
prosperity and declension ? Turn your eye to nations which 
once obserred a Sabbath, but now'ilo not Where are those 
nations? Without an exception, they have" gone down to the 
darkness of paganism, or are rapidly hastening thidier. And 
on the other hand, where is the nation or people, that amsden- 
tiously and strictly regarded this institution^ however small they 
might have been at first, which has not risen to greamess, wealth, 
honor, and power ? 

Look at the nations of the £ast. Se^ the darkness which 
bfoods over not l^ss than five-eighths of the entire p(4>ulatiQn 
of our globe. What isthe cause of it? No satifi&etory answer 
can be given, but that they are without the Christian religion, 
sustained and cherished by the institution of the Sabbath. Nor 
can they ever rise to prosperity and peace, until cheered by the 
rays of divine truth, promulged and sustained through the in- 
fluence of that day. 

Spain, centurie&ago, was great and powerW ; and so long as 
she observed the Sabbath, remained so. But when she began 
to profane that day, she begin to fall — and wh&e now is ^pain ? 
Sinking in ignorance, superstition and pollution. 

France, while she was observing her tenth day Sabbath, 
was one continued scene of commotion and bloodshed ; and long 
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ere this, had she not sought the aids^of that religion which she 
had despised, and endeaTored to abolish, and welcomed its re- 
turn and the weekly Sabbath, she would hare been beyond the 
reach of any human arm to. save her. Eren now, there seems 
to be, with her, a mighty struggle between the powers of dark- 
ness and the influence of Protestant light and liberty. 

IBnolakd, when she most disregarded the holy Sabbath, was 
evidently on the retrograde. It was **when the Puritans 
preached against dancing, bow-shootipg, and other licentiouib 
sports. on Sunday, and were forbidden by King James, to hinder 
the peoi^e from these practices, and other similar harmless 
recreations oa that day, that London was visited with the plague. 
In this corrupt state of morals, it swept away in that city, 
almost seventy thousand, and in one week when it raged loiost, 
more than seven thousand." England had been warned and 
punished before, but she would not refonn. Scotland and 
Wales have not suffered quite so much lor this sin, for they 
have been less guilty. 

But the nation diatis now free, intelligent, poweriul, and 
happy, owes its prosperity to the influence of the gospd, whi^ 
is sustained ^and perpetuated by the instrumentality of the 
Sabbath. ' ^ 

OxTR FoKEFATBERs, wheu they sought an asylum in the wilds 
of America, were, from principle^ a Sabbath-keeping people, 
and we have beei such until within a few years; and where 
Was there ever a nation, that enjoyed such uninterrupted pros- 
perity ? In looking over the^history of the past, we cannot find 
an instance of great temporal and spiritual prosperity, where 
the Sabbath has not been duly observed ; nor can. we- find an 
instance 6f genersd imbecility, ignorance, crime, poverty, wretch- 
edness, anarchy, dilapidation, and ruin, where that day has been 
duly kept. God has always honored that day, by rewarding 
%)6e who sanctified it, with great blessings. It is easily proved 
from past history, that nations and communities have prospered 
in- exact proporticm to the manner in which they abservejl a 
Sabbath. No nation or community, pro&niog that day, can long 
prosper. It is impossible in the nature- of things. Heathen 
nations have no day of holy rest Where ignorance and super- 
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stidon reign, there the Sabbath is not honored.' But, where that 
day is obfienred, as a day of rest and religions worship, there is 
freedom, intelligence, comfort, peace. The throne of the des- 
pot, and the chains of the oppressed, cannot stand before the 
influence of that benign institution. But let us be a little more 
specific 

Without the influence of a ISabbeth, duly obserred, the reli- 
gion o^ the Bible cannot be sustained. Indeed, blot out the 
Sabbath, or let it be deroted to business, amusement and dis- 
sipation, and in less than a eentury, the Bible would be des- 
troyed, or cast among the rubbish df by-gone ages ; our churches 
would be disbanded, our temples of worship converted into 
temples for the " goddess of reason,** and theatres of pollution 
and crime ; our seminaries of leamiog, alms-houses, asylums, 
and places of refuge would be tenantless, or filled ¥dth Baccha- 
nals. In vain should we look for the hand of kindness, to wipe 
the death-drop firom the face of the dying, or to point the wan- 
derer to the haven of glory. In vain should we listen for the 
voice of supplication, in behalf of a bleeding church, and the 
deathless soul ; the gloom of an eternal night would gather 
around, and a world be sinking to p^dition« 

WHAT IF TB£ SABBATH WERE BLOTTED OUT? ~ 

Let us suppose for a moment, that the Sabbath, in this nation, 
were blotted out, — ^that, as some men have foolishly and wick- 
edly wished, every Christian in our land should now go to the 
grave. By the word Christian^ we mean such at^ love the Sab- 
bath, the Bible, Sabbath schools, oUr benevolent societies, and 
the house of religious worship — who contribute of their mcmey 
and their influence, .to establish and sustain these institutions. 
Let none be left, but the man who tnll not remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy. Who, we ask, would wish tcT live 
in such a community ? Who would build school houses, and 
instruct in the arts and sciences? Who assemble in our 
churches ? Who would erect and sustain alms-houses, drphan 
asylums ;' and teach die young and rising generation to walk in 
the ways of virtue and peace ? 

Did ever the arts and scieiices long exist and flourish, in a 
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commiuiity where the Sabhath had done nothing, and was not 
doisg much for them ? Is domestic happiness enjoyed, where 
there are no Sabbaths observed? Are the rights of females 
regarded, and their persons protected, where the Sabbath is not 
known ? Are parents lovers of their childTep, and are children 
dadiul and affectionate to their parents ? Are the rights of the 
poor regarded ? Are men moral, chaste, sober, benevolent, in- 
dustrious, and patriotic, where the Sabj[)ath is contemned ? In 
such places, are mien considered free and equal ? Does each 
seek the good of others ? . For an answer to these inquiries, 
ask the inhabitants along the Ganges, or on the isles of Borneo, 
and of the South Pacific. 

The strong onh. of despot^ may, for a while, keep under and 
control an ignorant, degraded people; but eivil and religious 
liberty can neven be established and sustained, without the aid 
of the Sabbath ; and every act of Sabbath desecration serves, to 
-weaken the foundatk)ns of a free government. Sabbath*breaking9 
since it tends to immorality and wretchedness, shortens and.ein- 
hitters himian life. Where there is no Sabbath there is no 
pennanent good? 

- Who would be willing to exdiange the Sabbath for days of 
pagan festivitiesf rites, and ceremonies ? Who would ezeluaige 
the Bible of the ChristisB, for the Koran of Mohammed, or the 
Shast^TS of the ]^hmin? Who exchange the puce, exalted, 
ennobling, and dignified worship of the one living and true God, 
for the base, sordid, and degrading worship of the almost num- 
berless Hindoo gods ? Who would suhject himself to the hor- 
rors of the ten pers^utions^ or those of the feast of ^ftrtholomew, 
as witnessed in France, in 1572, when sixty thousand Protestants 
. -^ere murdered, by those who would not keep a Sabbath ? Think 
of her civil wars, during which, '* in the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century,^^ more than a million of men lost their lives ; 
nine cities, /our hundred villages, two thousand churches, two 
thousand monasteries, and ten thousand houses, were burned or 
destroyed, besides the many thousands of men, women, -and 
children, that were cruelly butchered; and one hundred and 
fifly millions of livres were spent in canying forward these 
slaughters and devastations." This is a part of the history of 
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that nation which dared follow the counsel of the execrable 
and inhuman Robespierre and his coadjator»; which feared not 
to bum the Bible, introduce the decades, and attempt to extir- 
pate the Christian religion. Similar scenes have been acted 
over, whenever an attempt has* been made to abolish the Sab- 
bath. The late mobs and- riots in our country, indicate ap- 
procLchlng judgments, not altogether dissimilar. 

But what are we doing on the Sabbath, and who are they that 
are doing it f 

We are running stages, carrying and opening maHs^ running 
boats, freighting goods, carrjring passengers, lading and unlad- 
ing vessels, printing papers, driving and butchering cattle, hogs, 
and sheep, riding in rail cars, omnibuses, hacks, sulkies, writing 
and doing business in our counting-rooms, warehouses, custom- 
house offices, and a thousand other things, that Grod has foibid- 
den, and which tend to keep us from his house, and drive away 
fiom our minds all sense of obligation to him, and reverence of 
the holy day. 

This work is not done only by the poor, who most need rest 
and instracticxi, but many rich men are now attending to their 
business, as much aa Sunday as on other days ; and the unavoid- 
able result of all this must be, unless soon checked, to Uot out 
our Sabbaths. Then we may bid fiairewell, not only to our reli- 
gion, but our liberties, our virtue, our morality, our happiness 
here and hereafter. 

DANGER TO BE ATFREHEMDED. 

Let the. Sabbath be trampled under foot by this people, some 
ten or twenty years longer, aAd let the present annual increase 
of Roman Catholic immigration, which is said to be an hundred 
and fifty thousand, be doubled a few times in that period, and 
* added to the seven hundred thousand already among us ; to them 
add the millions in this nation who shall then be unable to read, 
and the enemies of the Sabbath generally, and tell us, whether 
it would be difficult for such a phalanx, headed by a Nero or a 
Robespierre, to vote away our Sabbaths and our religion ; piUage 
our dwellings; ravish our wives and our daughters; and butcher 
every man, woman^ and child who embraced the Protestant re- 
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ligioQ ? Many in the city of New- York, during the riots last 
summer^ were heaid to wish, th9.t erery Protestant church in 
that city were in ashes, and every Christian drowning in the 
dock. 

We ahready begin to experien^ the judgments of heayen, in 
ecnsequence of sin ; and great will be the guilt, and awful the 
doom of the individual, or the community, that, persists in those 
practices which render it necessary for God to come out in judg- 
ments against a people. Dare any person take the responsibility 
of contributing to the ccmtinuance of a sin, which is firaught 
with so much danger to individuals and communities ? 

If Sabbath-breaking then^ tends to weaken the physical pow« 
ers of man^ derange his intellect, contaminate his morals', waste 
his property, and shorten life, there can be no doubt that this na- 
tion, so Icxig as the present system of Sabbath operations is con- 
tinued) is in imminent danger. If Sabbath profanation brings 
down upon an individual, a community, or a nation, the displea- 
sure of our Maker, and if all nations and people, who have been 
guilty of it, and have not repented, have gone, or are going to 
ruin, surely, while We practise this sin, we have every reason 
to be alarmed. 

Such consequences of this sm, seem to be perfectly natural, 
and to the critical observer unavoidable ; for the whole man, 
l^ysically and mentally, his property, health and life, are the 
property of the nation. When in their most healthy and vigor- 
ous state, the nation is the most powerful, wise, and prosperous. 
But let these be weakened, deranged, or destroyed, by any means, 
and the nation is injured; and if the goyemment cannot be sus* 
tained without itkeaoi in their most perfect state, we are in 
danger. 

No nation ever rose and prospered, in wealth, intelligence, vir- 
tue, peace, and power, without the aid of the Sabbath; and no 
nation ever continued long in -such prosperity without its aid. If 
these remarks are applicable to nations generally, much mdre to 
republican governments. 

Let every inan, therefore, who values the Sabbath, and would 
remove the great evil of its desecration, eamestly and respect- 
fully petition Congress, witho\it delay, to repeal the law requir' 
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tfi^ labor on Sunday in the Poetoffice Department Our Sah' 
laths will never be duly observed^ while that law u in force. Itis 
an unreasonable law, an unjust law — injurious to those connect- 
ed with the Postoffice Department, and thousands of others ; .un- 
necessary, because a nuulsix days m the week, is as often as we 
need one, since we are required to rest from all secular cares on 
the Sabbath ; unreasonable, because such a law, complied with, 
brings innumerable evils upon our laod, and- exposes us to the 
withering judgments of hearen. 

They should also petition the States to prevent labor l)eing 
d(xie on their canals and raibroads, on that day. . For why should 
a State receive into its treasury money aoquired by labor on Sun- 
day ! Christians will not tsiJi>or for money on that day ; they 
will not engage an individual to labor for money, and pay them 
on that day ; and why i^ould thqr suffer companiea of men to 
labor for them ? It is their duty to ask the States,* to i»event it, 
on their roads, &c 

Legislatoi^ are bound not only to enact laws to punish ofibnd- 
ers, but to prevent doing those things which tend. to the injury of 
individuals, or the ccMnmunity. Neh. xiii. 15-22. Traveling 
and labor on these public thorough&res, must therefore he pre' 
vented, before we can see the Sabbath observed. 

Our naticm need but tdok at this subject to be induced to come 
to .the aid of a neglected and proianed Sabbath. Let us. ther^ 
fore present the subject to them, fully, respectfully and repeated- 
ly; that our lapd may be clear from this sin, and safe from im- 
pending judgmtots. 

Business men in this republic, are you willing, by desecrating 
the Sabbath, to make sure and hasten the day of terror and Gi 
death ? Will you now pursue such a course as will render it 
necessary for your then, perhaps, orphan .children and your 
widows, to seek shelter in ,lands,';now heathen^ where they may 
be more'safeand secure, as Bonaparte told Lafayette, it would be 
more for his health to retire from Paris to his estate ? In your 
thirst for wealth and influence, are you not in danger of overlodc- 
ing the only means which can preserve your ovm happiness and 
safety, aiid that of your friends, and of this naticxi ? if \dh(x and 
amusements be continued on the Sabbath, it will he utterly m^ 



ABDBESS 10 3UBINE88 MSN. 349 

possible to prevent wickedness from oTeirunning the land, and 
anarchy from distracting the people. There is but one alterna- 
tive; Sabbath prof anatian must cease^ or our liberties j and our 
religion are lost. We would rather be a subject of the autocrat 
of Russia, and dweU among the snows and frosts of Siberia, or 
under the rod of the veriest despot upon earth, than remain in 
this nation, now so highly favored, when Grod shall, for the 
sin of profening his day, dash her in pieces "like a potter's 
vessel." There are already many conflicting passions and inter- 
eats among us, hard to be controlled, even in this day of Chris- 
tian restraint ; but what will be our condition, when this re- 
straint shall have been withdrawn, and we shall be given up, 
like a tempestuous ocean, to the winds and storms of intestine 
dissensions ; wave dashing against wave, u^til our Union is brok- 
en, and we become our own executioners «? 

What, we ask, without the principles of the Bible, the fear 
of a future retribution, kept aUve by the influence of a Sabbath, 
can keep, even in this country, our property, our reputation, and 
our lives, from the outrages of a mob ? In this state of things, 
is it possible that rational, intelligent men will trample under 
foot the only institution that can save us? Our Republican 
GrOvERNHENT canuot satc us. That depends on the morality, 
intelligence, and religion which the Bible presents, through the 
medium of the Sabbath, as our only hope, fer safety and perpe- 
tuity. So long as our religion and our . Sabbaths save us^ we 
shall save our government, and that will save us no longer. 

The professional men, mechanics, and agriculturists of this 
nation, have formed themselves into a kind of copartnership, to 
erect a mighty sup^structure, whose influence shall be felt un^ 
til every despot shall be dethroned, and light and life, liberty 
and peace, bless the entire family of man. They are brave men, 
repuUican ^men; and their bond of union is^ the Constitution of 
these United States. To the accomplishment of this great and 
desirable object, every man, and every class of men among us, 
owe their best services. But, if what has been said be true, 
then, surely, the man who wantonly desecrates the Lord's day 
cannot be a valuable. parmer in such a firm; but, on the con- 
trary, like the gangrene, which, left to its natural tendency, pro- ' 
30 
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duces ineYitable death, will not only jeopard the dearest inter- 
ests of all his partners, and reduce this nation to the condition <^ 
Pagans ; but cut off the world's last hope of liberty, and doom 
his family and friends to worse than the kraal of the Hot- 
tentot 

We see, then, that the man who desecrates the Lord's day is 
injuring himself, the community, and the nation in which he 
lives. If he labor seven days in a week, his physical powers 
are weakened, and the nation loses his most vigorous bodily 
efforts. He impairs his intellect and corrupts his morals, and 
the nation loses the wisdom and salutary influence which he 
might otherwise have exerted on it. The man who wantonly 
profiines that day must necessarily lose property, injure himself, 
his family-, his friends, his neighbors, and dishonor Grod. But 
by duly obseryiog it, he gains in bodily and mental health, and 
his business is done with greater ease and more correctness. 
Besides, the horse and the ox, which toil for our benefit, will be 
in better plight to perform their task ; and all around will be 
comfortable and happy. 

We see no necessity for labor on the Sabbath. Let aU busi- 
ness be suspended on the day of rest, and it can be done better in 
six days; the same price will be paid for doing it, and to the 
same individuals. But Sabbath-breaking leads to wretched- 
ness her^ and to perdition hereafter. By it a man loses all 
that IS valuable in this life and in the life to come, and gains no- 
thing but poverty, ignominy, and all the evils which can possi- 
bly be entailed on a htmian being. 

Let us now ask business men, with the history of ^llen king- 
doms and lost generations, and the word of God before you, 
dare you live without a Sabbath ? Would you blot it out if you 
could ? If you continue to labor on that day, and cause others 
to do so, you ne^ not expect to escape the doom of other Sab- 
bath-breakers, for that will be impossiMe. We infer this, from 
well authenticated facts, corresponding exactly with the divine 
prediction. r 

Would you have your children^ too, left without a day of rest? 
Then continue the practice of \abor, carrying and opening the 
noail, running stages, boats and railcars ; lading and «nl«d 'ng 
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boats and vessels on that day, and it wfll most certainly be ac- 
complished. 

But while yoa continue this practice, few spiritual blessings 
will descend tq>on the communities where it is most witnessed ; 
there will be few rerivals (^religion, and few inquiring the way 
to eternal life. What advantage can yon derive from all this toil 
and anxiety tat a iittle worldly good, procured at the displeasure 
of Him who gave you your being, and will soon call you to an 
account ? What will compensate you, in the hour of dissolution 
and at the judgment, for all that yon have lost by this disobedi- 
ence ? Nothing, nothing. Then, as you value your present and 
everlasting happiness — ^the happiness of your iriends and ]ponr 
children, and a dying world f as you value the fiivor oi Ood, and 
the gloried of immortality, we beseech you not to rest, until the 
present system of Sabbath pro&nation is entirely -done away« 

Cleveland^ iVbo., 1834. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

REVIEW OF THE BSPOBT OF A COMHUTTEE OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLYy OR THE 8ANCTIFICATION OF 
THE lord's DAT. 

Tbe reviewer, dnriog the last twenty years, has traveled 
some thousands of miles annually ; and his observations have 
not been limited to yoong or old, rich or poor, learned or igno- 
rant His attention for many y^rs has been particularly direct- 
ed to the manner in which the Lord's day is obsenred. And it 
is his deliberate opinion, that the cause of the Redeemer was 
never, in this land, in so much danger as at the present time ; 
and that from the influence of anti-Sabbath principles and con- 
duct Now, is it not worth ^e little attention requisite, to see 
whether this opinion be correct? But, to the Report 

At a meeting of the Greneral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, convened at Pittsburgh, Pa., May, 1835, the subject of 
Sabbath desecration was presented to the Committee aa Bills 
and Overtures, and by them to the Assembly. A Committee to 
consider and report on the ^ulject was appointed by Dr. Phillips, 
Moderator of^the Assembly, and the report, as presented by 
their chairman. Dr. Behaiv, is as follows': 

" Your Committee have devoted as muclf attention as circum- 
stances would permit, to the important matter entrusted to their 
consideration, and they are now prepared to lay before the As- 
sembly the result of their inquiries. One &ct in relation to this 
subject, though painful and. humiliating, cannot be disguised. 
The desecration of the Sabbath is increasing with unaccountable 
rapidity, in almost every part of our beloved country. And your 
Committee are constrained to expect, at no distant period, the 
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entire obliteratioii of this hdy day, unless something is iqpeedily 
done to arouse the slumbering energies of the church, for the 
purpose of arresting the footsteps of this growing evil. While 
there may be, and probably are, a few places in which Sabbath* 
breaking has been checked, by the united influences of the pul- 
pit and of a salutary discipline, at least so far as the church .is 
cancemed, we have only to look into our large cities, in relatioa 
to this evil, glance the eye upon our navigable rirers, trace the 
long line of our canals, number the cars ypon our numerous rail- 
roads, or listen to the perpetual rumbling of stages upon our 
turnpikes, in order to be convinced that the profanation of the 
Sabbath is a sin of giant growth in our land. It is, indeed, a 
deep-seated and increasing evil. It enters into almost every 
commercial interest in the land, and em][)race8, directly or indi- 
rectly, in its broad sweep of mischief, a vast multitude of indi- 
▼iduals in the community, and not a few in the church of the 
living God. 

'* The various ways in which the Sabbath is desecrated, are 
almost without number. But among reputable portions of the 
coD^munity, the most common is traveling upon railroads, and in 
stages, and canals, and steamboats. 

'' In these humble conveyances may be found, Upon the Sab- 
bath day, multitudes of ministers and lay members of the differ- 
ent Christian churches, and of that .very branch of Zion, too, to 
which the members of this Assembly belong. It is with deep 
regret that your committee add, upon satis&ctory evidence, that 
a number of the members of this Assembly, on their way to the 
place of meeting, traveled in the ordinary public conveyances on 
the ^bbath. Your Committee believe that the Bible^and the 
history of the world fully justify and establish the following 
positions : 

** That the rest of the Sabbath is a wise and merciful pro- 
vision for the animal system : 

'* That the sanctification of this day stands connected with the 
best interests of a nation ^ 

'* That Christianity cannot prevail and triumph in an indi- 
vidual heart, or in the wwld, without the aids of the gabbath : 

30* * 
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" That a nfttum without this Institation must hare already 
become, or will soon be, a natioQ of infidels : 

^ That in oar country, where the stability of oar institaticms 
depends apon the virtae and piety of the people, the moral 
power of the Sabbath is more imperiously demanded ,than any 
other: 

^ ** And that the nnited influence of the Christian, the philan- 
thropist, and the patriot, is now caUed for, to remove existing 
evils in relation to the SabbatK, and to protect their institutions 
from future and more alarming desecration. 

'' In view of the responsibility of this (reneral Assembly, and 
especially to that branch of the church which we represent^ 
your Committee recommend the adoption of the following reeo- 
lutions : 

** 1. Resolvedj That the (General Assembly look npoa the ex- 
isting and increasing violations of the Sabbath with unmingled 
sorrow; and we fully believe that the time is come for the 
friends of the Sabbath to make new and vigorous efforts to re> 
store this institution to its original purity. 

<<2. That this Assembly would affectionately recommend to 
the Synods, Presbyteries, and Church Sessions under their care, 
to take such .order on this subject as, in their judgment, shall be 
best adapted to preserve the members of our churdies from the 
sin of Sabbath-breaking. 

** 3. That this Assembly bear their decided testimony against 
traveling on any part of the Sabbath, and especially, as is some- 
times done, by members of this judicatory, oa theirway to the 
place of meeting. 

" 4. That, in the opinion of this Assembly, when ministers o£ 
the gospel travel, in steam or packet boats, on the first day of the 
week, they generally increase the evils of their example by 
preaching, or performing any' other public religious services on 
board of these boats. Such services are calculated, not only to 
spread the knowledge of Sabbath-breaking by the minister, but 
also to quiet his own conscience, and the consciences of others, 
in traveling on the holy day of God. 

" 5. That when ministers, or other members of our churches, 
have been known to have traveled on the Sabbath, it shall be 
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the daty of judicatories, to which they are amenable, toinstitate 
process against them for Sabbath-breaking. 

'^ 6. That, in the opinion of this Assembly, Christians who 
own stock in steamboats or packets, in turnpikes or railroads, or 
are concerned in the transportation of the mail, or in Postoffices, 
where the use of soch stock, or the prosecution of such business 
inirolTes the constant violation of the Sabbath, are guilty of a 
delibei;ate and systematic disregard of the foitrth commandment, 
and ought to be dealt witlraccordingiy. 

*^ 7. That this Greneral Assembly recommend to the churches 
under- their care, to observe the third Thursday in November 
next, as a day of humiliation and prayer, in view of the sin of 
Sabbath-breaking; and that the several inferior judicatories take 
order on the subject, and cause such religious exercises to be 
observed as may be deemed expedient, in different portions of 
the Presbyterian church within our bounds." • 

It would seem that every Christian could adopt and publish 
to the world such a report. But what was the result? After 
the report was read, it was moved and seconded that it be ao- 
cepted and laid on the table — ^no remarks — ^and the motion was 
carried. 

At a subsequent meeting the report was called up, and, after 
a second reading, with but few remarks on the conduct of those 
members who had traveled on Sunday to reach that place, the 
subject was indefinitely postponed. 

What the objections were to adopting this report, or substi- 
tuting something in its stead, is not known ; but We are very 
confident, that many members of that respectable body were in 
£ivor of the report. 

Little did we think, that one of the highest, most intelligent, 
and most influential ecclesiastical bodies in these United States, 
would so soon follow the wicked exiimple of Congress, in re- 
fusing fully to consider this subject. For, when that day is 
secularized by ministers, not only in this,- but in other denomi- 
nations, by lower officers in the church, and private members 
without number— when the soul of the good man is vexed, from 
week to week, and from year, to year, by the contempt and dis- 
regard which, as it were, by common consent, are every where 
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our land are taught, by the example of our 3tate8men, our jurists, 
oar rich men, our bu&inees men, to trample that day in the dost 
— ^when large portions of our poor freemen, are now, by public 
cooflent, and common usage, under a bondage no less severe than 
the chains of the African, and compelled, ^week after week, 
month after month, and year after year, fo labor aa Sunday, as 
stage-drivers, boatmen, livery-tenders, innkeepers' domestics, 
Postoffice, warehouse, and custom-house derks, and in many 
other ways; and that, too, with no additional wages as the re- 
ward, poor as it might be, for this extra toil— -while private 
Christians, with only here and there an exception— while whole 
churches, and ecclesiastical bodies, from the highest to the low- 
est, are silent, and appear unconcerned on this subject, or say a 
little, and perhaps do nothing ; that that high judicatory of the 
churchy the General Asbehblt, should refuse even to give their 
opinion, when eamestly solicited to do so— leaving the church 
and the world to coiyecture^ whether they intend to espouse the 
cause of the Sabbath, or to go over to the side of its enemies, is 
altogether unaccountable. 

Here is an evil, admitted by their own committee to be of 
« giant growth." Complaints are coming up to tl^em, and the 
cry for help, to preserve an institution which is deemed of vital 
importance tA the interests of the church, is raised, and all must 
be hushed, must be *' indefinitely poHponedy^ and that, too, by a 
body of men to whom, with others, was committed that blessed 
day for safe keeping ! ! And when some of their number have 
tiansgressed, rather than call them to account, as Christians are 
bound by their covenant to do, this holy cause must be put by, 
and suffer, that the offenders may go away unjmpeached ! 

We r^oice that all ecclesiastical bodies, and former General 
Assemblies, have not treated the subject in this manner; but 
still we must say, that, generally, though they have talked and 
resolved welly they have not done what they might have done 
to save this neglected, dishonored day. 

Hitherto, whaa efforts have been made to awaken a deeper 
interest in relation to this subject, obstacles have been thrown in 
the way, and difficulties have been presented and multiplied* 
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The cry from the far east has been, " You must not pat' forth 
any effort, which can be recognized as an attack oa. the evil of 
which we complain. If you send forth agents to preach against 
this sin, or if yon publish a paper denolmdng it, you will awaken 
an opposition which it will not be possible to withstand. What 
is -done, must be done silently," or, in other words, without 
doing any thing. Some, over all our land, were expressing these 
opinions ; and they were the opinions of the commissioned and 
highly honored servants of Jesus Christ— commanded to cry 
aloud and spare not, when sin of any kind is making its ravages 
among the institutions of the gospel. And what has been the 
effect of all this 1 Just what might have been expected. Most 
of those who wanted to cry aloud, have held their peace ; and 
the Sabbath has been trodden down and polluted so lon^, in so 
many ways, in such numberless instances, in high and low 
places, that we have almost forgotten that it is a sin to do so. 
The enemies of that day have been making converts to their 
sentiments, until they now feel that the day is nearly annihi* 
lated in many places, so far as its sanctity is concerned; and 
continuing so a little longer, our religion will go along ¥rith it 
They are not much mistaken in these opinions. It is belieral 
that the greater part out of the church, and many in the churchy 
are very sceptical, to say the least, about this day. And most 
ministers and people have, to such a degree, lost the sense of 
its sacredness, that a reformation is almost hopeless. We now 
connive at and indulge in many things, which, twenty years a^o^ 
few, however impious, would have dared to do. 

There is but little Sabbath in our nation, as will readily be 
seen by those who- are on the lines of the canals, rail roads, tun^ 
pikes, navigable rivers, sea-ports, and in our large cities and vil- 
lages. And where is the minister who has dared stand up in 
his place, and enumerate, one by one, all the ways in which 
this day IS desecrated, and wam die offenders of their, guilt and 
approaching doom ? Who has done all he could for this qKoae ? 
We know there are a/etD who have done much ; but their num^ 
her is quite too small to make much impression upon such a 
dense crowd of Sabbath-breakers as now reaches from (me ex* 



906 ra 

tfcmity of oar land to the other. Yet, their Toice is loet in the 
dinofbaoneflB. 

Our youth, if they do not join with the infidel, in denying the 
8aU»th to be of divine appointment, or saying it was designed 
mly for the Jews, have but little respect for the day ; for much 
that they see and hear is calculated to make them forget that 
Ood has said, ** Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." 

Were we to hang up before every youth in this land, and there 
let them remain, all the obscene prints which have been accu- 
mulating these sixty centuries, think you that the next genera* 
tion could, under mch circumstances^ be a chaste and virtuoua 
generation ? Would the fond parent manifest no anxiety for 
the safety and respectability of his child, while thus exposed ? 
or lather, would not every such person cry out, in the anguish 
of his soul, '* Away with these foul, polluting, and debasing 
allurements of hell ; they are corrupting the mii^ds of our youth, 
and turning away their feet from the paths of innocence and 
peace ;-^away with them, let not a single vestige remain." 

Now there are constantly before the eye of every youth and 
child in our land, many Sabbath-breaking establishmeits and 
OMB, who hahituallydeBecnte that day. And is it possible that 
these children should remain uncontaminated with their influ* 
enoe? It is iio< possible ; Sunday schools, Bible dasses, and the 
few cold and heartless remonstrances to the contrary, notwith- 
standing. No, it is not possible. Poor human nature is poor 
human nature, at all times, and every where ; and if you would 
have it receive no harm, you must keep it out of harm's way. 

What should be thought of the minister of the gospel, who 
!■ not alarmed at this increasing, desohiting evil, and neglects to 
warn the church and the world of their guilt and danger in con- 
sequence of it ? 

It irtiould be known that the chubch are as much in the way 
of this reform, as the world are ; that most ministers do not 
I^ahily, affeetionatdy, and fearlessly remonstrate with such of 
their hearers, as violate the sanctity of the Sabbath, by running 
boats, stages^ rail cars, &c, and by compelling men to labor on 
that day of Grod, which he has commanded to be kept hdy, not 
only by the master, but by the servant, the rich man, and the 
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poor man; — ^that few, if any, like Nehemiah, ''cry aloud, and 
spare not," against the practice of transporting along our th> 
rooghfares, and bringing into our cities the mail, wares, and 
merchandise oa that day of Rest — that few, if any, dare jeopard 
their liying by reproving this sin in all its multifarious forms, 
and by speaking so loud and long, that their voice will be di»> 
tinctly heard by all the people over whom they are placed. 

In Ezekiel xxii. 26, we see that among the many wicked 
things which the priests had done, one was, that they " hid their 
eyes from" God's " Sabbaths." Also lq the days of the prophets, 
men violated the Sabbath as they now do by transporting their 
wares and merchandise on that day ; and these two evils were 
considered sufficient to prompt Nehemiah to do all that he did 
to restore the rest of that day. And dare any minister, or pri- 
Tate Christian, say that he is not now called upon, as loudly as 
Nehemiah was, to prevent the continuance of this evil ? No 
one can prove that the sin is not as great and common now, as 
it was then. And why do we not hear the voice of many Ne- 
hemiahs in all directicxis ? Doubtless, because there is a want 
of his spirit among us ; not because there are not as many and 
as urgent reascHis, why we should do as he did. 

Oh, the apathy, the indifference on this subject, look which 
way we will, and to whom we will ! The only people who 
may be expected to preserve that institution, and see that it is 
handed down unimpaired to posterity, treat it with neglect, and 
cannot be aroused to make an effort to save it ! What, in view 
of these things, must be the feelings of pure spirits in heaven, 
and of Grod himself, toward such professors ? What? Judge 
ye who are the appointed conservators of that day. 

But what can be the cause of this listlessness, this neglect to 
do the things which (xod commanded his people and ministers 
to do ! Last year, the reasons assigned were, " We have waited 
so long, and the enemy has got such a hold ; if we lift up our 
voice noWf if we cry aloud and spare not, we shall awakai an 
opposition, which will be too strong for us." As if our former 
neglect to do our duty, was an excuse for not doing it noto. 
" No, Lord, we cannot go and preach the gospel to every ereair 
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tore, for it will awaken an oppodtioii against us, and we^ too, 
shall be taken and crucified !" 

What would Jesus Christ haye said to such a reply from his 
disciples to his last command, " Gro ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature?" Doubtless, that they 
were determined, Judas-like, to prove traitors, and he would 
have spumed them from his presence as unworthy to be trusted 
with so important a commission. So doubtless he feels at this 
time, when his ministering servants make such an excuse for 
not obeying him. 

Let it now be said, though it is said in love, and with shame, 
and deep anguish of soul, that ministers generally, for years 
past, have by their neglect suffered the Sabbath to be so fiir 
converted into a day of amusem^it, and labor, that there is 
great reason to fear its genial influence will soon be changed 
for the frost and ice of deism ; and that this natioo, in conse- 
queoce of it, will grope its way, pagan-like, to destruction ; and 
that too, before the present generation has all passed away. 
Nothing but a speedy and mighty effort among all the scms of 
Levi, can possibly prevent it — ^yet most of them are sleeping, 
and refuse to be awaked ! 

Another reason urged why we should not speak loud on this 
subject, is, that our nation by its laws and sanctions has virtually 
abolished the Sabbath. But this is one of the strongest reasons 
why ministers should have spoken long ago, and why they 
should now speak until they are heard ; for repentance, and the 
forsaking this sin is the only thing which can save us from utter 
ruin. This nation would never have dared do as it has done, in 
trampling on the law of the Sabbath, had ministers done as they 
were commanded to do. The children of Israel never wouM have 
made a golden calf for their god, at the foot of thundering Sinai, 
had Aaron remonstrated, and utterly refused to participate in 
the sin, or even to stay among them if they committed it. 
Wicked men wjll not ; no, they dare not, go faster or farther in 
any way than the ministry will lead or allow them to go. The 
whole of the present practices of Sabbath-breaking, are in a de- 
gree, chargeable to the church and the ministry, either by their 
neglect of what they should have done, or their doing what the 
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should not. The influence of the ministry, we had almost said, 
is omnipotent; and why should it not be so? They are the 
only representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ here on earth, and 
if they are faithful, assisted by the power, and encouraged by 
the presence of their Master, who is with them " even unto the 
end of the world," what can they not do for the people over 
TiFhom they are placed ? Think of this, ye ministers of Christ, 
young and old^ with one or ten talents, and know that, if the 
Sabbath in this land is converted into a day of amusement, dis- 
sipation, and business, as it now seems it soon will be, you, at 
the judgment, will be held in some measure responsible for it. 
For, had you done your duty, and your whole duty, when the 
first Sunday stage, and boat, and rail-car were started, by the 
appli<»tion of Grod's truth to the consciences of the ofienders, 
you might have prevented it. Had you also done your duty 
-when the first Sunday mail was started, that would have been 
discontinned. 

The REASON HENnoMED why this subject should be *' indefi* 
nitely postponed," was, that *' such a report" (alluding to some 
of the members traveling on Sunday to reach that place) ** ought 
not to go forth against the members of this Assembly." Rather 
than disgrace some dozen or twenty members of that body as 
violators of the fourth commandment, let the Sabbath be dis- 
regarded. Our ministers and elders, who have traveled on 
Sunday, must be screened from censure ! So, let the Sabbath 
go — ^give it into the hands of its encxmes-^indefinitely postpone 
the subject, rather than that Sabbath-breakers should be exposed, 
or any one be a.t the trouble of prosecuting those who had been 
guilty of traveling on that day, which should have been done 
forthwith. Such things, winked at by such a body, will greatly 
tend to destroy our Sabbath. Men in the church who do such 
things, no matter how high they may stand, should come before 
the world with a confession of their guilt, and make known 
their determination not to do the like again. 

We have long witnessed, with painful emotions, the deso- 
lating inroads which have been making on the sacredness of 
this day ; have prayed and waited for some one to lift up his 
voice in its behalf; have put forth some feeble efforts to arouse 
31 
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to action the dumbering energies of the chuich, but have la- 
borecU and prayed, and waited, almost in vain. 

Though we find friends of the institution, we do not find any 
who are able and willing to consecrate themselves wholly to th« 
work of saving it from destruction. That it is going to destruc- 
tion, no man with his eyes open upon the facts in relation to it, 
can for a moment doubt Would God every minister might 
see and feel the great demand which this subject has on his 
time, talents, influence, and best services, if the day is again to 
be restored to its primitive sacredness and quiet. Let no one 
think he may be. excused from this demand ; it is laid upon him, 
and he is called upon to discharge it. Attend to this call nwu, 
in preference to any other, or all will sink together. 

Brethren, this is not the cause of him who now addresses 
you. You, at last, will not be summoned before him to answer 
for your treatment of this subject; but before that Being who 
commissioned you to preach the riches of his gospel ; which 
cannot prevail and bless the nations of the earth, unless th e 
Sabbath be sustained. If you believe that there is no danger of 
our being lefr with such a Sabbath as is witnessed in France, 
you are mistaken; there is danger, and you ought, standing 
upon your watch-tower, to see it, and sound the alarm. 

Oh, then, as you love your Master, who died to redeem you 
— as you love Uie flocks over which he has placed you — and as 
you love a dying world, telfus whether our nation has done right 
in requiring labor on Sunday — ^tell us whether individual States 
l^ve a right to use their canals, railroads, and other public pro- 
perty, to make money on the holy Sabbath — tell us whether the 
stageman, the boatman, the rail-carman, the livery-man, is doing 
right, while laboring, and causing so many to labor, on that day 
— tell us whether the man of busihess, or party of pleasure, have 
a right to travel ou Sunday — ^Let us know whether, in your 
estimation, these things are sinful. If such acts are sinful in 
the sight of God, why fiot tell us so, in so many words ? Why 
speak so much in generals^ that none of these dasses^will admit 
that you intend to reprove them f The Sunday4aborer an^ Sun- 
day pleasure-seek^, would as soon have you preach on the 
divine appointment, the perpetuity of the Sabbath, and its 
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iiDiv«rsal okligaticm oa all men, in all ages of the world — ^they 
would as soon have you follow this old beaten track, as preach 
oa any other subject. But when you take it for granted that 
there is, and always has been, and always will be, such an 
institution, whose observance is binding on all men — that we 
have for it a' '* thus saith the Lord," and that everlasting des- 
truction awaits the man who continues the enemy of that day — 
aitd when you tell him he greatly sins against God, against 
himself, and his fellow-men, in doing such and such things, call- 
ing each of them by their right name — then it is that they will 
complain. Then you will find that most men, on this subject, 
are infidels. This particularizing, ministers have not generally 
done, and they axe not now doing it — and if they continue to 
neglect being thus specific in telling wherein we sin, and point- 
ing out the consequences of all this wickedness, nothing less 
than the loss of our civil liberties, our religious privileges, of all 
that is dear in social life, and all that is glorious and blessed 
beyond the grave, must inevitably follow. 

The establishment of a few six-day lines of boats and stages 
— ^the writing of a few tracts and articles in newspapers — the 
employment of a few traveling agents, or publishing a paper to 
plead the cause of the Sabbath, will never, alone, produce the 
desired reformation. It might serve to put in motion the wheel? 
to wit, the preached word, from the mouth of every minister* 
which would roll forward the desirable object ; but, without the 
assistance of every minister, who has a reputation for piety, we 
can do little, or comparatively nothing, in this cause. If we do 
all the former things, without the latter, nothing is done — but 
we cannot do even those, without the aid of the latter. It is 
expected that the ministry will lead in every good object — we 
wish them to lead in such objects, and we would humbly follow. 

£Diax>Rs of religious periodicals are highly criminal in this 
thing. Most of them, also, are ministers of the gospel; and if 
those who watch over a few souls are traitors to their Master, 
while they do not faithfully rebuke the guilty, much more are 
those editors, who are every week preaching, not only to thou- 
sands of private Christians, but to ministers also ; and if they 
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would do their duty, the church would be aroused, and this 
alarmiug eyil driven from our midst. 

Better, no doubt, Would it be, if not only ministers, but pious 
editors, who intend to remain silent on. this subject, would re- 
move from their places, that they might either be occupied by 
those who tcottld engage in this reform, or remain vacant. 
This should be done on their account, as well as on account of 
others, that thus they may avoid the guilt of neglect, and the 
church and the impenitent around, may not be cursed with un- 
fiiithful watchmep. 

Perhaps many will be ready to plead, that they are engaged 
in so many good objects already that they can find no time to 
engage in the Sabbath reform. Some find time to engage in 
improfitable disputes about forms and ceremonies, andunimport- 
ant points of doctrine, which are calculated to wound the pious 
feeling, and create jealousies and coldness among brethren ; all 
of which might better be given up, even if one had nothing else 
to do; and especially now, since there is a work before us, which, 
if not taken bold of, and accomplished so(hi, cannot be daae in 
many generatians to come. 

Let the Sabbath-breaker be told, that he is already within the 
suction of a maelstrom, a tremendous whirlpool, drawing him 
on to destruction. ^* If thou seest the wicked man in his wick- 
edness, and will not warn him, he shall die in his sins, but his 
blood will be required at thine hands." How cruel, to see an 
immortal being in the road to inevitable destruction, and not 
warn him of his danger ! Surely, the blood of the watchman 
is not too great a sacrifice to be required for so criminal a neglect. 

Nehemiah could not successfully reprove for this sin, without 
particularizing. Neither can you. It is no less obstinate now 
than it was then. Buyers, and sellers, and trading men, were 
engaged in it then, as there are now ; and the church was theQ 
involved in the wickedness, as she is now. The temptations 
were the same then as now ; and only the means which proved 
successful then can succeed now. 

The great difficulty is, that men will not feel nor act on this 
subject. Ministers, sitting quietly by their domestic firesides, 
and riding over their little parish, seem to think that the rest of 
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the world are as much a Sabbath-keeping people as themselTes. 
Others are so much habituated to this evil, that they do not see 
the tin of it as they oDce did. There are some ministers, also, 
as in £zekiel's time, whose eyes are hid from the Sabbath. 
These men travel aa that day, and seem to care little or nothing 
whether it be observed or not All this leads to fearful appjQB- 
hensions, that Grod is about to give this people over to work out 
their own destruction. We are willing to work in other things, 
w^hose success depeods on the triumphs of the Sabbath reforma- 
tion, but to labor for tkU we seem to have no inclination. 

Ministers and private Christians do not stand by their brethren 
who would engage in this reform. If, when the enterprising, 
laborious, and holy Carey was about to go to India, he saw the 
necessity that his brethren, who staid at home, should " hold oa 
to the rope" that was about to let him down into that *' dark 
-world,'' surely the man who now labors to stay the swelling, 
foaming, desolating flood of Sabbath-breaking, cannot be iosen- 
soble to the absolute necessity of the best services, and most 
hearty co-operation of every brother and sister in Christendom* 
Criminal indeed must be the man or woman who will suffer 
the individual that has engaged in this Herculean task, to labor 
alone, and call in vain for the prayers and the sympathies of his 
brethren ! The enemies he is called to encounter are more 
formidahlej if not more numerous, than those who assail the 
foreign nussionary ; and it nuist be more disheartening and 
hmniliating to stand and suffer in the open field, annoyed by the 
enemy, calling in vain for help from those within one's sight, 
and abundantly able to succor, than to be thus afflicted and desti- 
tute in foreign lands, surrounded by vast oceans, dense forests, and 
savage men. Is it not denying Christ, to desert brethren in this 
way ? Surely it is, if they are engaged in a good cause. 

If the brethren of the ehurch would aid those engaged in bring- 
ing about this reformation, they must, whenever a member of 
any church judicatory, or ecclesiastical body, or an agent of any 
benevolent society, or ministers of the gospel, or elders, or dea- 
cons, or class-leaders, or private Christians, travel on journeys, 
for business or for pleasure, go or send to the Postoffice, or dp 
any work on Sunday, except works of mercy ; and whenever 
31* 
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professed Christians hold stock in any Sabbath-breakini; estab- 
lishment — ^they mast represent the case of such delinquents to 
the church or judicatory to which they are amenable, and see 
that they are dealt with as in other cases of misdemeanor ; and 
if they refuse, or neglect to make satisfaction, and reform-— cut 
them off. If you would save the church, the world, or the souk 
of the aggressors, cut them off. No matter how great, how rich, 
how honored, or how influential they may be, cut them offwiihr 
out delay. 

It is beliered that, until this course is pursued, the evil will 
never be removed. Many other means have been tried of late 
but with no good effect. If churches or ecclesiastical bodies re- 
fuse to notice those cases which may be represented to them, 
complain of them to higher bodies, to which they may be ame- 
nable, and let the professor of religion know, that if he intends 
to desecrate the Sabbath, he must go without the pale of the 
church to do it. 

Many such offending bretliren have been thus reported to the 
• churches and judicatories to which they b^ong, and that has 
been the end of it. But if ministers, set to watch over such 
bodies, had done their duty — ^had performed their covenant vows 
— it would not have been so. Then let every man among us 
who will pollute the Sabbath, be subjected to discipline, and the 
reform will be realized. Christians ravax first be made to reve- 
rence this day; they should be made to do so, or leave the 
church. It is believed that nothing short of these measures can 
remove the evil. It must be inferred from the report, that this 
is the course which the Assembly's committee would recom- 
mend, and that these opinions are entertained by them. It cer- 
tainly will not do to let the evil alone ; it never will cure itself; 
and if the church cannot be induced to sanctify that day, as is 
required, surely we need not expect the vjorld to do it 

The first attempt to establish a Sunday mail in our country 
never could have succeeded, had each minister, from his watch- 
tower, sounded the alarm, given to people and rulers the truth of 
Ood, and shown them that such measures, if persisted in, must 
unavoidably prove the ruin of this nation. Nothing could have 
deterred the friends of these measures, but the truth of Gody 
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plainly, boldly, and perseyeringiy proclaimed. This would have 
deterred them. 

So with regard to the first stage, and boat, and rail-car, that 
VMxe started on Sunday. At that moment every minister ought, 
-with the Bible in his hand, to have cried *' Treason ! Treason ! 
Death, temporal and eternal, is before you." 

If these men had still persisted in their sin, against themselves, 
against their country, and against high heaven, you should have 
-withdrawn from them, every one of you — have had no fellow- 
ship with them, though it might have cost you your daily bread, 
and your life even ; and you should have ceased not, day nor 
night, as long as you could whisper the voice of warning, to tell 
others that this way was the way to wretchedness and to hell ; 
and that a holy God will not suffer the rebels to go unpunished. 
-In this way the Sabbath might then have been saved. 

We know that there was not entire silence on this subject at 
that time. Some voices, here and there, were raised ; but there 
was no simultaneous, universal, and undying blast heard* The 
few notes which were raised were soon lost in the hum of busi- 
ness — and the interval between them was so great, that one had 
long died away before another fell upon the ear. 

But the evil is now one of " giant growth." Though then it 
might have been met and conquered with ease and safety, it is 
at least doubtful whether it can be now. But, notwithstanding, 
it must be met, it must be courageously, skillfully, and persever- 
ingly opposed. While things remain as they are, every Chris- 
tian, in common with his countrymen, is in danger of losing the 
benefits of our institutions, civil and religious, and privileges, 
bought by the toil, sweat, and blood of the fathers of our country. 

If it should be asked. How is this evil now to be met, we would 
answer, by the same means recommended above, as suitable to 
have been applied when there was but one Sunday mail, or Sun- 
day stage, or Sunday boat, or railroad car. Though the man 
who should now pursue the course described, as one which would 
have been effectual then, may be called a fanatic, or a madman; 
still he must go forward in it. Strange, forbidding, unpleasant, 
and dangerous as it may be, he must go on, for all is at stake. 
This may as well be done, and we &11 in the combat, in the line 



of dutfy as good addien, as not to be done» and we fiJl as caw 
ardSf Delecting our duty. Yea, better. And it is possible^ if 
Cbristiaiis now do their doty, all may not be nufftyrs, but some 
lire to see the cause triamf^ Bat nothing appears dearer to 
oor mind than that, if Sabbath proiaaatioa do not soon cease, a 
useAil mintBtry will, at no distant p^od, be driyen from their 
pulpits, as a useless appendage. Fail they must if this sin be not 
MOfi mrrested» What good soldier would prefer falling away 
from his post, to falling in the front of the battle, with his whole 
armor on? 

But there is no need of a minister's falling if he do his duty. 
When De Witt Clinton was GrOTemc^r of the state of New York, 
on some important occasion, he was traveling on the canal from 
Boffido to Utica, where he and his retinae had engaged to spend 
the Sabbath. Circumstances rendered it impossible £»r them to 
reach the latter place until about noon on the Sunday. In the 
aframoSB they went to the Rer. S. C. Aikin's church. His sub- 
ject had been previously chosen and prepared, but not with any 
knowledge of these circumstances. When Mr. Aikin saw the 
Groveroor and his suite, it occurred to him that part of his ser- 
mcxi was very seyere on the Sabbath-breaker, and he doubted 
what the effect would be on those distinguished gentlemen who 
had just been guilty of violating the Sabbath. However, he re- 
solved on going forward in the course he had marked out-nioiog 
his duty, regardless of consequoioes. He did so. The next day 
one of his hearers, a distinguished citizen, began to apologize to 
the Governor for the apparent impropriety of Mr. Aikin's dis- 
course. The Governor interrupted him, and said " It was per- 
fectly appropriate, and nothing but the truth ; we did wrong, 
and I was very unwilling to travel on that day — ^he did just 
right." Here see what a frdthiul and fearless minister of the 
gospel can do; or rather, see what the sword of Uie Spirit, tm- 
sheathed^ can do. Let the same be done before all our rulos, 
statesmen, jurists, and business m^ and there will be no diffi- 
culty in stopping the present system of Sabbath-breaking. 

The trath of God is mighty. In that and that alone^ we have 
hope. It is the only weapon to be used in this war&ze. 
Woiidly' policy has no artillery for the struggle which will not 
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prove powerless if used ever so skillfully — ^wfaich will not result 
in defeat and shame. Any compromise with the enemy will 
but make our overthrow more certain and dreadfiil. 

Ministers of the Gospel must take this stand, and the church 
must sustain them, stand by them, and help them forward 
Every minister must take this stand ; whether he be in a col- 
lege, or an agent of some benevolent society, an editor, or a 
pastor ; every one of them must now come forward to the work 
with his whole sold end strength^ or the cause can never be 
gained. 

Be it known unto those who help this cause, that they help 
aU other good objects. But let this fail, and all their skill, vigi- 
lance, and zeal, cannot save a single wreck of the other good 
objects. Let this fall, and they must fall as a matter of course. 
It need not be longer said, '* We must labor for other causes, 
and that will help keep this from sinking ; for be assured, there ^ 
is already a leak in the ship which will require every hand at 
the pump, the oakum and the chisel, or she will go down in 
spite of her strength, beauty, and utility ; and we shall all he 
buried in one common grave. The ship is fast being filled^she 
is sinkings and will you not come to her rescue ? 

While ministers are describing this evil, showing its enormity 
and its consequences, remonstrances from every lover of the Sab- 
bath in this nation ^ould be going to Congress against the law 
compelling and encouraging labor in the Postc^ce departmait 
on that day. These remonstrances should be long and loud. 
They must be made, until they are heard and the grievance re- 
moved. The Sabbath never can be observed as it should be, 
while that law is in force. So long as this nation holds out a 
premium for desecrating this day, men will be found to do it 

Christians must also remonstrate against the practice of mak- 
ing our public thoroughfares — canals, railroads, and national 
roads, mcmey making establishments on Sunday ; taking of the 
pe(^le's money to pay lock and gate tenders, toll-gatherers, 
&C., and suffering money earned on that day to be put into the 
public treasury. Now, we^ the people, are paying out money for 
labor on Sunday, and making money on that day by means of our 
public property. While we suffer this process to be going on 
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without remoDstratiog against it, we shall be considered as ac- 
quiescing in it, if not as being pleased with iL Those who 
order this labor tO be done are oar serrants, and the^ are sup« 
posed to represent oar wishes. If they do reinresent oar wishes, 
then we are equally guilty with them ; if they do not represent 
them, we ought to say so. 

Where there is a regular system of Sabbath pro&nation ^'omQ 
on, there other vices cluster, and grow and thrive. It is said, 
that in the 1800 boats on the Erie Canal in 1834, there were 
a thousand prostitutet. This state of things is not peculiar to 
that channel of waters. These indiyiduals, with their 50,000 
associates of both sexes, flock into the country and Tillages, dur- 
ing the cold season, and draw from the paths of virtue and 
peace, in our respectable fiunilies, each one his half dozoi, and 
then they in their turn seduce others, and a mighty host are 
soon on their way to in&my, want, and perdition. These are 
some of the fruits which we are reaping for our neglect of the 
wel&re of those who are not allowed a Sabbath on which to go 
and hear <tf the way which leads to life, and of the consequences 
of not walking in it. We have only to hold our peace a little 
longer, and from this souiee dlimi will flow a tide of moral pol- 
lution and death, as long as our canals, and as broad as the land, 
which nothing shwt of Omnipotent raeigy, mirg^ously inter- 
posed, can turn bade. 

While churches, <x individual profess(»s,pro&ne the Sabbath, 
Ihey cannot grow in grace, and their example, so &r as known, 
does more to piejadice an ungodly world against the Christian 
neligion, and destroy the influence of the Sabbath, than all that 
infidels or atheists ever did or can do. For it never was expect- 
ed that they would wish to preserve that day, but it is expected 
diat Chiistiatts will. 

All history shows us how other naticxis, which have dared to 
pdlnte the Sabbath, as we are doing, have been swept as with 
the bescnn of destruction, except when prevented by timely re- 
pentance and return to duty. Hence it appears, that God^mnnot 
carry on his plan of converting the world, without the influ^ce 
of his day. 

As then we would emancipate the world from sin ; as we value 
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the present and future well-being of our race ; the upbuilding of 
the Redeemer's ' kingdom, and the glory of God ; let us come 
forth, boldly, in the strength of the Lord, and call upcm every 
man who now pro&nes the Sabbath, as he dreads the retribu- 
tions of the final judgment, and the pains of the damned, to 
cease from his wickedness and lay hold on eternal life. 

From henceforth let this be our motto : — ^Business men ought 
to do all their work in six days, and rest on the Sabbath, as the 
Lord hath commanded. Though the evil has been accumulating, 
until it is mountain high, yet as great evils have been attacked 
and conquered, this must also be, or the millenium can never 
bless our W(»ld. The man wiio at this crisis is not teady, to ' 
wear this motto, in large capitals, upon his forehead, is not fit to 
stand in the front ranks, and lead on to battle, in the warfare 
against thi» " giant foe." No, he is not worthy a place in 
Gideon's army, but had better retreat now, that it may be 
known who are, and who are not on the Lord's side. 

Will any man doubt that it is the duty of every minister, 
often to warn his hearers against profaning the Lord's day ?— to 
tell them plainly, solemnly, and afiectionately, that traveling on 
business or for pleasure on that day is desecrating it ; that to run 
boats, stages, omnibuses, rail-cars, &c. &c., for the accommoda- 
tion of travelers, or parties of pleasure, or for the transportation 
of goods on that day, is sin ; that it* is a great and national sin, 
to carry, open, and distribute the mail on Sunday, -and, if «on- 
tmued, will unavoidably prove our ruin; that it is a sin for 
merchants to do busmess in their coimting rooms, fbr boatmen 
to lade and unlade, or rvm their boats, and sailors to lade ot 
unlade their vessels, or go out of port on that day ? that custom-- 
house officers, toll-gatherers, and postmasters, commit sin, by 
laboring on that day ? that it is sin to let carriages and horses, 
to help desecrate holy time 1 and that it is the duty of minis- 
ters thus to particularize and bring the truth of God, with all 
the terrors of the divine law, and thunder it in the ear of every 
man who proves himself an enemy to his race, to this republic, 
to our religion, to his Creator, and to his own soul ? Make 
every man, woman, and child know, that such men, in the 
sight of God, are great sinners, and that their practices a^d thdr 
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company eren are dangerous ? Is it not 4ime to call this tking 
hf its right name, that all may know it ? Shotdd ministeis and 
churches neglect to tell our state and national legislatores their 
guilt in this matter, their reqionsibility and the results wfaich 
must follow ? 

Every man should be made to feel that if he will ecntinoe to 
transgress in this thing, €rod will punish him, and he cannot 
escape it. ^ The wicked shall not go unpunished, fat the moath 
of the Lord hath spoken it." 

This evil is increasing in our land with almost the rapidity of 
the rays of the morning. Every additional canal and railway 
- add» greatly to its strength. The immense crowds t>f foreign 
immigrants, the increase of Romaniam, and commercial enter- 
prise, are but so many dead weights to sink this institution into 
oblivion. While ministers or private Christians, £rom fear or 
&vor, or from any olhar cause, neglect to denounce this prac- 
tise, and plainly and £uthfully to warn every Sabbath-breaker 
of his guilt and danger, they are contributing in no small degree 
to swd^ the tide which must soon, unless arrested, roll over this 
fyir land, destroying every thing that is valuable, and leaving in 
its place all that can corrupt and make a people wretched. 

Would ministers do good to men, save the church from anni- 
hifotion, obey their Master, and hold their places as teachers of 
the way of life, they mu^^'call the practice of labor or amuse- 
ment on Sonday, whether national or individual, siniiil, and only 
sinful, which must speedily be abandoned. They must not he 
afraid to tell this nation of the enormity of her guilt, so long as 
she has a Sunday mail, or demands and encourages any secular 
business on the day of rest — that our State Legislatures greatly 
err while they allow labor to be done during that ^y on theit 
public works ; and that Christians, so long as they do not re- 
monstrate against such practices, if they do not require them, 
will be considered as acquiesemg in them at least. 

They should often tell their hearers that those who employ 
men to work on that day are not friends to the poor — they are 
not friends to human happiness — they are not friends to the re- 
ligion of the Bible — they are not friends to their country, and 
cannot be in ike way to heaven* 
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If it. should be naecssaiy al any future time to say more oa 
-this point, the greater sin will lie at the door of the friends of 
theinstitution, for God will be more dishonored, and many more 
immortal beings will lie down in unavailing sorrow. 
Cleveland^ Jidy^ 1835. 

MINISTERIAL EXCHANOES. 

We have just read the repoirt^of a committee to whom was re- 
ferred the subject 6f ministirs riding on Sunday in making their 
exchanges. It wns presented to the conference of Churches in 
Massachusetts. *' After considerable discussion, in which both' the 
clergy and laity expressed their views, the report was not ac- , 
cepted, as mapy, particularly the laity, were not willing to give 
their sanction to it, without further examination." We presume 
that the more they examine it, the less willing they will be to 
adopt it For our part, we do not wish to study in the school 
where such ethics are taught ; and even were we to admit that 
the premises laid down are correct, we could not, by any process . 
of right reasoning, come to their conclusions. ^* We revert again 
to the principle at first laid down, that riding to preach the go»- • 
pel is either secular, and comes under the head of worldly busi- 
ness, or it is a rd&gious service, appropriate to the Sabbath. We 
maintain that it is a religious service, and fidls in perfectly with 
the design of the Sabbath." We have long supposed that sing- 
ing appropriate words in an appropriate piece of music, praying 
to almighty God, publishing the news of salvation, exhorting 
men to repent, and wamiag them to flee from the wrath to come, 
are " religious services," .but we never heard hefore that riding 
was religious service. " What is it that justifies a persbn, ever, 
IB. riding on-the Sabbath ? It is his having an object in view^ 
which is appropriate to the Sabbdth. Riding to preach, then, is 
appropriate." For examples we are referred to a man living 
five or eight miles from Boston harbor. '' There are hundreds 
of sailors 'standing about the wharves, with none to care for , 
their souls." *' The man gets up his horse, takes a bundle 
of tmcts, and distributes them among the poor sailors. Very 
well, if he makes this his business, every Sabbath. May God 
bless his labors, and incline thousands to go and do likewise* 
32 
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So we say wapectiDg men haring a Sunday .school, or leligioos 
meeting, among a destitute people — ^let them go, the more the 
better ; though the distance be six or eight miles, and they be lay- 
men, prorided this is their uniform practice. We would say the 
same if they were ministers ; or respecting an itinerant preacher 
going from parish to parish ; or to a settled pastor, who after he 
has preached in his own congregation, or congregations, may 
ride four, six, or eight miles, on Sunday to preach to the desti- 
tute This is all right But the case of a minister riding /rom 
his parish, his appointed place of worship, to exchange' with a 
brother minister, is quite a different thing. In the cases first 
mentioned, each goes to his known, appointed, and vsual field 
of labor ; if they arc not their usual fields of labor, let them, 
go to them before the Sabbath, or stay at home. But the 
minister who would exchange with a brother, should go before 
the Sabbath. If he does not, it is generally to save time, or it is 
more for his converuence to go Sunday morning. Worldly men 
can have no opportunity to know the object of these ministers. 
So many of them now travel on journeys, that it will not be 
known whether their object is to preach for a brother, or begin 
or end a long journey. Nor can there be any circumstances, say 
the committee, such as disappointing a clergyman who expects 
Ids brother to fill his place, or disappointing a people, or iU 
health, and the like, which can qiake it lawful — it is not circumr 
stances, say they, but the object, which makes it lawful. 

According to this doctrine, it would be lawful for a minister 
to labor on his farm, or in his shop, six days in the week, or visit 
his parishioners, or read, six days in the week, and on Sunday 
study and vorite, as well as preach hie sermons ; for his object in 
writing or studying his sermon is, that he may have a sermon to 
preach. The work of studying or writing a sermon cannot be 
more sinful than riding to the place where he can preach. " If 
a man must do a thing on the Sabbath, he may go where he can 
do it," say the committee. If a man must preach on Sunday, 
he may study and write his sermon on that day ; though he 
might have done it before, as in the other case he might have 
gone to his brother's parish on Saturday! Or if the minister 
has been long absent on a journey, and gets to Albany on Satur- 
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day, p. M., he may take the evening boat and go to New York, 
^^for it will not weary him to ride in the boat" and arrive in time, 
Sa1>bath morning; for his object is to preach to his people, who 
may be destitute ; and the object justifies the act ! Or he may 
live in Hudson. He is coming down the Mohawk, and arrives 
at Albany Sunday morning, takes the morning boat with oth- 
er travelers, no one knowing his object, and comes to Hudson, 
for his object is to preach. Oh ! away with such a doctrine ! 
Should it prevail, our ministers and private Christians would al" 
ways find an object, which would answer as well as the Com- 
mittee's object ; and no one would stop when witliin twenty or 
thirty miles of home ; unless he had a different conscience from 
that of the committee. 

But let us look a little more to the object. Suppose this ques- 
tion to be put to our minister, viz : ** For what are you going 
to Newark ?" *♦ To preach for brother E." Very well ; every 
body believes him — ^his object is to preach. But, why are you 
going on Sunday ? What answer must he give now to be be- 
lieved ? The committee have prevented him firom pleading as 
an excuse, some unavoidable " circumstances,'' which prevented 
him from going on Saturday ; but he must give the sa^e an- 
swer he did before : " My object is to preach." Why, what 
should we think of the man 1 Should he tell us, it was because 
he could do more good by going on that day, we shall readily 
see, in order that our minister can do more good on Sunday, the 
ferry-boats, and steamboats, and stages, and rail-cars, must be 
kept running on that day ; and the livery stables must be kept 
open, the porters stand ready to wait on him, &c. ; while he, 
by his example, encourages the ** multitude to do evil !" If the 
good laymen, likewise, first alluded to, cannot go to their usutd 
places of labor on Sunday, without going in Sabbath-breaking es- 
tablishments, or to the livery stable, let them stay at home. For 
we say that all such establishments ought to rest on that day. 

" Riding to preach is lawful, on the same principle that riding 
to hear the gospel preached is lawful." Very true, in cases 
which we have mentioned as lawful, and when the man settled 
over a parish, lives one, two, or more miles from his place of 
worship. He may then ride as far as his parishioners do, and 
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it would be lawibl ; bat this has nothing to do with the ques- 
tion. Here is our minister's known field of labor, in cne, two, 
or three places. It is right for him to go to these places on 
Sunday, all will say. But he wants to exchange with brother 
A. Why does he want to exchange ? ** For convenience sake, 
because circumstances render it necessary, or desirable, or be- 
cause we think most good can be effected by it" 

Well, there can be no objections to making the exchange. 
Now, when shall it be done 1 Why, if he go on Sunday, he is 

seen off from his ground. '* Where is Parson S going 1" 

" On a journey, or visiting, for aught I know." As he passes by 
a stranger, the man says to himself, " There is a respectable 
looking gentleman traveling, I need no longer hcdd down my 
head for shame; for no doubt traveling on Sunday la fashionable 
here." But if he go on this day, he need not tell a man his 
'* object" is to do more good, for no aae would believe him — nor 
that his " object" is to preach, for all will say, ^ Why then not 
go on Saturday ? Why not do all your work on week days, as 
you tell us to do ours, that we may not have it to do on Sunday ? 
Surely traveling to your brother's parish is not your bnsmesa^ 
any more than it is ours." They might plead the same excuse, 
*' Our object;" — but such logic will not do. 

It is thought that we have before us conclusive evidence that 
the moral sense of some ministers as well as the laity, has be- 
come so obtuse in relation to the sanctity of the Sabbath, that 
we have a far greater work to do in the Church than out of it. 

« If our practice be really calculated to blind men, and thus 
to lead them into error and sin, we ought to give it up, even 
though it be lawful." We are glad to find this language in the 
report, and presume if the committee cannot be convinced that 
their practice is unlawful, they at least cannot fail to see, by a 
little observation, that it is inexpedient, in the present state of 
the Church and the world. For surely the real friends of the 
Sabbath are so few, that it is important that they should be 
agreed, and " avoid even the appeatimce of evil." 

New- York, October, 1835. 
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WHO ^ARE aUBBAIB-BBEAJEERS ? 

An imperfect list of those who, with but few exceptions, ha- 
bitually profane the Sabbath. 

Postmasters, their assistants and clerks. 

Mail-carriers, penny-posts, news-carriers. 

Stage proprietors, stage runners, drivers and agents. 

Canal and steamboat men and women, agents and riders. 

Watermen of almost every class. 

Rail-carmen, and boys, and runners. 

Manufacturers, retailers, and drinkers of alcohol. 

Innkeepers, with all their household and domestics. 

Livery-men and coachmen, with all they employ, and all who 
patronize them on that day. 

Fumacemen, coalmen, bricjcmakers, and all in their employ- 
ment 

Bakers, butchers, drovers, printers of daily and Sunday papers, 
porters, milkmen, washerwomen, barbers, boot-blacks, peddlers, 
gamblers, sportsmen, ferrymen. 

The countless number of travelers; whether by land, or 
water. 

Forwarding merchants, their clerks, agents, and laborers. 

Custom-house officers, and their assistants. 

Toll-gatherers upon canals, railways, bridges, and turnpikes. 

Lock-tenders, and the long dense crowd of lookers on. 

Merchants, generally when away from- home, and frequently 
when at home. 

Swearers : men of pleasure, and of sensual indulgence. 

To these may be added many of our physicians, lawyers, ju- 
rists, legislators. Congressmen, and office-seekers ; and many in 
the arts, and the manu&ctures. 

Add to these the multititudes employed in mining, and smelt- 
ing, and in constructing railroads and canals; deepening and 
widening rivers; exploring new territories; fishing, himting, 
fur-trading, and the like. 

All those ccmnected with brothels, in doors or out ; ^d the 
great mass of beings who seem to care little for God or for man. 
It is presumed, no one will doubt that all those who habit" 
32* 
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tiaffy neglect the worship <^ Grod in jgablic, are enemies to the 
Sabbath. More than ^ne third if Jthfe inhabitants of these Unit- 
ed States, perhaps one halff may be ranked in this class. 

How is it with the otbtf half? Fart oceaswnaUy attend di- 
Tine worship, and estemaUp pay some respect to that holy day. 
But it will not be pretended that all of this dass should be claim- 
ed as friends ef that day* 

Another portion remains, though small in number, consisting 
of those who habitually pay more or less reverence to this sacred 
institution, and who are, many of them, bound by their own sol- 
emn covenant, to sustain the laws of Grod. Can all this dass 
be numbered with the uniform and unquestionable friends of 
diat institution ? Surely not For, of the professors of the re- 
ligion which is adomed and sustained by the Sabbath among 
this class, we cannot speak as fiivorably as we would. The 
tone of moral feeling in relation to this day is, and has been, ex- 
ceedingly low. Many desecrate this day, and little think they 
are sinning against God. 

*' Almost every box of freight, and article of merchandise that 
fill the thcHisands of mercantile houses in different ports of our 
land, in the process of transportation, pass through Sabbath- 
bveakjng chaimels during the hours of that sacred day. With 
few exceptions, merchants ship their freight as if there were no 
Sabbath : passengers pursue their journeys as if there were no 
Sabbath: boatmen are employed^ and horses are driven as if 
there were no Sabbath : and the arrangements ofcompanies^ and 
proprietors^ and forwarders^ are often entered into as tf there were 
NO Sabbath. What can be done to stay this flood of inso- 
lation?" 
New Yorky 1835. 



CHAPTER IX. 

ADDRESS TO CHRISTIANS, PATRIOTS, AND PHILAN- 
THROPISTS. 

CAUSE AND EFFECT. 

Nature's laws are sovereign, and, judging from the past, will 
remain so. Effect must and will follow cause, now and eyer, as 
heretofore. A man cannot have health while he indulges in 
luxury- and dissipation, any more than he can take fire into his 
bosom and not be bumed. If he be idle and profligate, poverty 
and wretchedness will ensue ; if industrious, honest, and frugal, 
abundance and peace will be his reward. As it is with indi- 
viduals, so it is with femilies, neighborhoods, and larger commu- 
nities. If right be pursued, all will be well — ^if wrong, it will be 
ill with them. 

But should it be asked, which is the best, and the safest cri- 
terion, by which wrong actions are to be tried, we answer, the 
Bible — ^moralists, patriots, and philanthropists, say the Bible— 
and infidels, deists, and atheists admit, almost universally, that 
there is no better or safer guide to right actions, and a happy 
and prosperous life. They have never, themselves being judges, 
produced a better. It might likewise be argued, and conclu- 
sively proved from the history of past generations, that the 
code of morals, laid down in that Book, is the only one that can 
lead to happiness in this life. Were it fully conformed to, there 
would be heaven below — hence some of the reasons why all 
men should obey it. 

In that code is contained the law of th/e Sabbath. One- 
seventh of our time is required for rest and religious purposes. 
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As the laws of the natuial or Physical world are inflexible, so 
are those of the moral world. 

You cannot long have Sunday mails and civil and religious 
liberty. 

You cannot rum boats ,* and stages, aaid cars, and omnibuses, 
on Sunday, and have a virtuous and moral community. 

You cannot hare a wise and efficient administraticm, and a 
happy people, no matter how good your Constitution is, and at 
the same time, Sabbath-breaking rulers. 

You cannot have even an intelligent^ industrious, and happy 
nation, and a national sanction to break any one of the injuno 
tions of this code ; especially, that most important and indispen- 
sable cme, the fourth. 

You cannot have the Christian religion, nor civd liberty, and 
seven days in a week for labor and amusement 

You cannot have the religious and benevolent objects of the 
day in a flourishing state, with this system of Sabbath desecra- 
tion. These things cannot long exist together. If you would 
retain the religion of the Bible, Sabbath-breaking must cease ; 
for no religion ever has been, or can be propagated and sustain- 
ed, without its festivals, its seasons for devotion. These truths 
necessarily follow, if the positions first laid down be correct. 
For effect must and will follow cause. If the Sabbath be pro- 
faned, people will not long assemble to hear religious and moral 
instruction; and then they necessarily become ignorant and 
vicious. So, the result in this country must soon be no Sabbath, 
in its legitimate hold on the public conscience, and no Christian 
religion, or no secular labor on that day. Both cannot long go 
together. We are rapidly approaching the crisis. Which will 
we have ? Choose quickly, that you may have your choice — de- 
lay, and you may be compelled to take that which will destroy us. 

SABBATH-BREAKING MAXES IMFmELS. 

This nation is rapidly becoming infidel, and why ? Not be- 
cause infidelity makes Sabbath-breakers ; for men must first cast 
away all reverence for that day, before they can disbelieve the 
Bible, ridicule its truths, and contemn its Author. All those who 
habitually trample on this institution must, from self-respect, or 
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love of consisteDcy, profess to disbelieve the claims of tfiose'pre- 
cepts which cQndemn them. Haying therefore learned, by 
national sanction, and individual and State examples, to des^ 
crate God's holy day, they fly to infidelity, in self-justification, 
waxing worse and worse, and contaminating every thing that 
comes within their reach. 

Should it be asked, who are becoming infidels i The answer 
is ready — stagemen, boatmen, carmen, postiMstere, aal their 
clerks, custom-house cheers, toll-gatherers, forwardiiig mer- 
chants, innkeepers, their &milies and domestics, porters, barbos, 
milkmen, and others, who by any means, or in any way, h»- 
bimally violate this day. They, to appear consistent, must say 
there is no law by which they are required to suspend their labor 
one-seventh part of the time* 

We know a person, the son <^ a pious man, who moved ficom 
New England, some twenty years ago, into the vaUey <^ the 
Mississippi. He was then a nominal believer in the Christian 
religion. He opened a public house, was appointed postmaster, 
and, like other men in such circumstances, began to do businesa 
on Sunday. The result has been, not only infidelity in the 
father^ but in dx or eight S(xis. Not long since, on that day, we 
were pained to see that all of them, together with a large num* 
ber of neighbors and stage-drivers, could laugh, talk, and drink, 
on the day of rest, sp<»rt with the Christian religion, ridicule the 
story of the cross, and blasj^eme Grod, regardless of their own^ 
and the future weU-being of others. They had, as the most 
valued part ai their library, ^'Paine's Age of Reason;" and 
they believed every word its author had written, notvnthstan^ 
ing the reasonings and statements in ^* Watson's Apology fiur 
the Bible," which had a place on the same shelf. 

Sabbath-breaking has made every one of these men open 
contemners of Grod's law. This is not a peculiar case; many 
such families, and whole neighborhoods, can be found in that 
great valley ; and let the practice continue a few years, at most, 
and in every neighborhood may be found such men, in abun- 
dance. Oh, how this system multiplies infidels. It does it by 
hundreds and thousands every year. Infidels, so long as this 
practice shall continue, need do nothing more than keep the 
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Christian public ignorant of what is doing, thereby to destroy 
Christianity. There is no necessity for their reprinting infidel 
subtlety, infidel slang, infidel slander and blasphemy, so long as 
labor and amusement are continued on Sunday ; for this is doing 
their work of death more effectually than anything else could 
do it Oh, that Christians but realized this, as they very soon 
will, though it may be too late to remedy the evil. 

What, let us ask, must be the influence of this unholy prac- 
tice, but the entire destruction of our privileges, civil, domestic, 
and religious? Wherever the Sabbath is profaned, infidelity 
comes in like a flood ; and ignorance, crime, anarchy, and deso- 
lation follow in its train, as natural and unavoidable conse- 
quences. For the Sabbath and infidelity cannot Icmg exist to- 
gether. Where there is no Sabbath, there can be no soond 
morality— no true patriotism and philanthropy — but little hu- 
manity or general intelligence — ^little national prosperity, and no 
cheering hope of a blessed immonality. The Sabbath gone, 
and all that is valuable, here or hereafter, is gone ; for, in the 
present economy, €rod cannot convert the world without the 
influence of that day. 

The Sabbath has already lost much of its hold on the busi- 
ness men of this nation. The public conscience, on this subiect^ 
is fast dying away ; and, continuing to do as we have done, its 
vcMce will soon cease to be heard. The din of worldly business 
has all but deafened the men of this worid, and the love of gain 
filled the heart of the church, so that they seem to think of 
nothing but money, self-aggrandizementj and self-applause. It 
often appears absolutely impossible to break the charm. Judg- 
ments, often repeated and most severe, may do it, but it is to be 
feared nothing else can ; for God has long been trying mercies, 
and we have waxed worse and worse. Must it be, that the 
moral and physical benefits of this blessed season are soon to be 
lost to the church, and to a guilty, dying world ? 

This seems, on looking over the whole field, and watching the 
progress which this evil has made, during die last eight or ten 
years, almost unavoidable. To human appearance it is qiute 
so. But **with God all things," consistent with his plan of 
government and his holiness, *' are possible." 
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Will not the ministry suffer with the people ? Are they not, 
in a measure, responsible for the losses, the pains, and the 
miseries which are felt, in consequence of this national breach 
of the divine law? Had they lifted up their voices against 
such an intrusion, the evil might have been stayed, and this 
nation spared many a pang ; many souls might have been saved 
from perdition, and Grod's name and authority preserved from 
dishonor. 

Private Christians have neglected, and continue to neglect, 
their duty, notwithstanding all that has been said to the con- 
trary. They act as though they believed it was the work of 
ministers only to reprove this sin, and that they have nothing 
to do in the matter. They have either been afraid to speak, or 
too worldly, covetous, selfish, and indifferent, to spend a thought 
for this object, though upon its success depend the best interests 
of a dying world. One has turned to his farm, and another to 
his merchandise, apparently listless, unaffected, undisturbed. 

This NATION, for a number of years, has been rolling in wealth 
and pleasure. Prosperity has smiled on us, and, in our own 
estimation at least, we have become rich and important. Many 
of our young men are proud, impious, and ready to say, " Who 
is the Lord, that we should serve him ?" The Sabbath is our 
own, and we will enjoy it. The truth of Grod exerts no influ- 
ence on their minds, to convince them that they are sinners, 
poor, ignorant, dependent — ^hastening to the judgment of the 
great day. They laugh and scoff at serious things, and even 
defy the Almighty. Old men too are forgetting the good in- 
structions of their fathers. 

The efforts of some professors of religion to divide our ranks, 
and their frequently going over to the enemy, are very discour- 
aging. When one stands in the field, at his post, and is at- 
tacked by the enemy, instead of coming up to his help in the 
mighty struggle, they leave him to conquer alone, if he can, or 
they even join with the enemy, though, it is admitted, in most 
cases indirectly. Thereby they procure, if not his immediate, 
his ultimate overthrow ; when, worn out, grieved, and discour- 
aged, he dies a martyr to the cause. 

This is cruel — traitorous ; but it has been acted over and over. 
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and will prove a eune not only to those who are guilty of such 
eondnct, bat to the nation, while it is a fool blot on human 
natare. Let this course be continued, and it will prove the de- 
struction of our brightest hopes, here and hereafter. Is there 
here no good reason for apprehending, that the boiefits of the 
Sabbath will soon be lost to this nation ? Other reasons, nume- 
rous and weighty, might be given, were it necessary. 

THE ONLY KEUEDY. 

Every eecleHastieai body, must immediately raise its voice, 
long and loud, against this sin, in all its various forms. They 
must particularize, and repeat their remonstrances, as ofteQ as 
they shall meet, giving ** line upon line, and precept wpoa pre- 
c^t," until the evil shall be done away. They must watch over 
and call to account all their delinquent members. 

Churches must discipline all their members, who are or shall 
be guilty of this sin, and not suffer an individual to remain 
among them who will hold stock in Sabbath-breaking estab- 
lishments; run boats, stages, rail-cars; open or carry the mail, 
travel, or do any other secular work on the day of rest. Such 
men prove themselves unworthy of a place in the church ; and 
while there, do more hurt than if they were infidels out of it. 
The church must, forthwith, v^ash her hands of this sin, or no- 
thing effectual can be done. Why should she keep an indi- 
vidual in her bosom who breaks the fourth, any more than she 
would one who breaks the second, sixth, seventh, or eighth 
command ? Such stumbling-blocks must be put away, or sin- 
ners will continue to fall over them into perdition. Who, if not 
the minister, shall do this ? 

Every Minister, as he values the approbation of his final 
Judge, would have skirts free from the blood of souls, and de- 
sires the good of a dying world, must, yes, must awake from his 
criminal stupor on this subject. He must awake now — every 
one of each and every Christian denomination ; for all need the 
day ; and in this, can all Christians work together. Some dif- 
ferences of opinion, with regard to securing its better observance 
may exist ; but these should not divide the ranks, nor alienate 
the feelings. It is a work, the magnitude of which calls for all 
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the power of all the churches, and that unitedly ; and this we 
must have, and we must have it soon, or Zion will weep in so- 
litude, that her heauty and glory are departed. 

This work must be done to-day. It will be hazarding too 
much, to defer it until to-monrow; Brethren, will you do it I 
Oh, we entreat you, as if for the last time, and as one standing 
upon the graye — as one who has not felt and done half as much 
as the exigencies of d&e ease demand, and who now feels it, and 
mourns over his neglect of duty is this thing ; as one who dreads 
to think of the fiiture, lest it should be found that we have 
slumbered on, and with the multitude, sinned against God, and 
lost our Sabbaths. Again we entreat yon, awake. Destruc- 
tion is near, it is even at our door. No longer be deceired, and 
»o Icmger deceive others. 

Edctoss of religious periodicals must do their duty. Hitherto 
diey haye done little for this cause. They must give up their 
jarriags and contenti<His about trifles, and with pure hands, and 
warm hearts, take hold of this cause. They must put forth 
their best, th4ar mightiest effort. If any one of them longer ne- 
glects this duty, he is unfit to stand in so responsible a place ;~ 
lie is unwcvthy die confidence of the community as a spiritual 
guide, and can do more hurt than a silent, Numbering preacher 
of the gospeL Each of them should have a. Sabbath depart- 
ment, in which somediing should be smd in iayor <^ this inslltvh 
don, and against its yiolation, as often as he sends abroad his 
paper. 

Before this work can be accomplished, so much, at least, it 
will be indiq[>ensable to do. It may be necessary, before all this 
can be done, to establish, for the purpose, a National Paper, at 
New York, Philadelphia, or elsewhere, and appoint agents to go 
from town to town, and from city to city« to instruct, arouse, and 
alarm the public, that they may see their condition, and make 
their escape from the impending storm by timely repentance. 
But if every minister and editcw would now come forward, and 
£uthfully do his duty in this work, such a paper and such agents 
would not be necessary. Ministers and editors, will you do this 
work, and save the expense and trouble of these extra efforts ? 
All Chbisteans, Patbzots, and Phtlanthrofists should arise 
33 
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and pat forth their best efforts to stop this torrent of iniquity. 
If they will not, they do not deserve the names they have taken 
upon them. Let them neglect to do this, and their other efforts 
of benerolence and humanity to bless the world may prove abor- 
tive. They cannot long continae, however much is done to 
suMfai them, after the Sabbath has lost its hold on the public 
conscience. 

Let there be no diminion. Infidelity and all the powers of 
darkness are arrayed, somewhat secretly, against this institu- 
tion ; for they well know, that if this can be destroyed, the Chris- 
tian religion is powerless. All our efforts, then, are needed. 
The truth of Grod, poured upon the conscience of the offender, 
is the only thing that can make any good and lasting impressicm 
upon his mind, and effect the needed reformation. It cannot be 
done by opposing SMmth-^eaking boats, and stages, and cars, 
by SBbheAhrkeeping boats, and stages, and cars; for the devil, 
having already the field, well manned, and abundance of mate- 
rials for manning a thousand more, cannot be defeated in this 
vray. Nothing but the truth of Almighty Grod, accompanied by 
the fervent prayers, and consistent lives of Christians, can drive 
him and them from their strong hdds, which they have occu- 
pied and been fortifying, throogh the criminal cowardice and 
neglect of Christians, these many years. Hence the indispen- 
sable* necessity for the efforts of ministers ; for who can wield 
needful truth like them? Hence also the necessity for the 
united, immediate, persevering, and undaunted efforts of all 
Christians, patriots, and philanthropists. 

HiTHAif Laws against this sin are important, and should be 
made and executed. But of what avail are all human laws on 
this subject, now that the practice has continued so long that 
the divine law is not believed to be binding? Were we an ig<- 
norant people, and governed by a despot, human laws might 
avail. But no intelligent people can be govemed by physical 
force alone. Moral as well as physical power must be applied. 

After all, an intelligent, a republican people, must be govem- 
ed, if govemed at all, mainly by the force of fnor€U truth — ^the 
laws of God — the love of God, or the fear of his etemal displea- 
sure. If the Sabbath-breaker, if w(»ldiy, covetous, selfish men, 
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SO long habituated to desecrate Grod's holy day, and claim it as 
their own^ are erer to be reformed, they must be made to feel 
and believe the truth,- that God has a claim upon them, that the 
Sabbath is his day; and if they continue to do their own plea- 
sure in it, he will curse them for it in this life, it may be, and 
certainly in that which is to come. In order to this, we must 
hare the ministry — the living preacher; and he must warn the 
transgressor, plainly, affectionately, constantly, or be charged 
with the loss of his soul. 

Every man should read how Nehemiah set about a similar re- 
formation, and follow his example. Nor call him tdtra^ until 
he exceeds the efforts made by that holy and patriotic man. 
The evil is immense. The half of it has not yet been told. It 
is a wcxider that all men do not, with loud and lasting wail, cry 
out for help against this giant foe. Surely help, much help, is 
needed, and must come quickly, or it may come too late. 

Let Christians preach, write, talk, act, and do their duty unit- 
edly and without delay, and all will be well. 

Men of the Ea.st, awaex ! Awake to the rescue of this day. 
The tide of Sabbath-breaking is rising higher and higher in the 
fiur West, and sweeping away every vestige of the Sabbath's in- 
fluences. Already it has broken its way, in narrow channels, 
over the mighty barrier which Nature seemed to place between 
these two worlds. Like so many arteries in the human system, 
it is conveying its corrupting influence to the seat of life ; and, 
unless we soon have your help, it will rise to the loftiest summits 
of intervening mountains, and break forth upon you in such tor- 
rents that nothing can resist it, and you and yours will be whelm- 
ed in the general ruin. Awake, then — ^why slumber any longer, 
as it were, on a sleeping volcano? Is there nothing at stake ? 
Nothing ! Every thing good and valuable is at stake — ^why then 
not hear the warning voice ere it be too late ? Why not come 
and help redeem the Sabbath ? 

The belioion of the cboss demands it, — ^the continued exist- 
ence of Christianity demands it ; humanity demands it. How 
many pocnr laborers are now suffering, because the benefits which 
this institution was designed to give, are withheld from them ? 
Do they not need oar sympathy and our efforts? Shall that re- 
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ligioD whiek brings life and immortalitjr to ligiit, and makes 
men happy here and hereafter, exert none of its transfiarming 
and tanctifying power npon them, becanse^ to them the Sabbath 
is converted into a day of toil ? Shall that religion be annihi- 
lated, or exchanged fox the religion of pagans, because ChruK 
tians will not stand by and sustain its main pillais, now ready to 
&11 ; and when the enemy are laboring to overthrow it ? Grod 
forbid, that they should act so Oreacherously, so wickedly, so 
sluggishly, and neglect to act their part. 

Do not be afraid to come forward. God will aid all who will 
do their duty in this emergency. He never honors, or crowns 
with victory, the timid, the slothful, or the unfoithful. What 
though the enemy attack you ? Gk> forward m the armor of 
rigkUousness and trtUhf and success is certain. 

This work must not be put off up(m weak hands, nor debiyed. 
This has been tried too long already. The best efforts and the 
earliest time, must be improved, if we would secure the object. 
No man can delay, or be indifferent, and remain innocent. Oh 1 
what apathy ! When will this sleep of death be broken ? 

Awake, then, all ye that love God or your fellow men, and 
preach, and talk, and pray for this reform, every day of your 
lives. Let not any minister neglect distinctly to bring this 
subject befive the mind of every audience he may be allowed to 
address. 

What ! Shall hikisxebs of the Grospel see one of the most 
important commands oi the decalogue so alarmingly and con* 
stantly vidated, and not warn their hearers against committing- 
so heinous a sin ! — See them sporting with Omnipotence, and 
not warn them to beware ! Surely, such men, are not worthy 
to be placed as watchmen on the walls of Zion. They most be 
hirelings in sheep's clothing. What if there be Sabbath-breakers 
in their church and c(xigregation, who would be angry if their min» 
ister should do his duty, and tell th^n the truth ? What though 
such men are rich and honorable, and great, and the main 8up> 
porters of the minister ? So much the more, then, be fidthful to- 
than that their souls perish not, and that their mfloenoe may be 
hrought over to the right side. But, should neither of these ends 
be obtained, and should the minister in oonsequeooe of his fiiith- 
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fulness be deprived of his living ; better, fer better will it be to 
eadure all this, than to be cheated out of heaven, and thrust 
down to hell. 

May God in mercy forgive the man who has been, or still is, 
afraid to speak against this sin; and fill his soul with the moral 
courage requisite to qualify him for usefuhiess at the present day. 
Ministers must be humble, self-denying, prayerful. Then shall 
they have strength to meet and conquer the enemy. 

Beware of the man who opposes this reform ; or is finding 
£itdt with measures adopted, — or complains that too much is re- 
quired, or that its friends are too strict. Though their preten- 
sions of fiiendship for the object are ever so strcmg, beware of 
them. They are generally delinquents themselves, and the ene- 
mies of all proper effort. It has been said, we must be united. 
So we should be, — all the friends of the institution shoi^d be ; 
but such men are the enemies of that day. If they will not go 
with you, go without them. Oo, and go quickly. ^ Make haste 
slowly,^^ has been the motto, and when rightly understood, it is 
a good one. But when it is made to mean, go no fieister than will 
please all men, especially all professors, it is the motto x>f Satan, 
and would teach men to do nothing in this cause. There are 
many to be reproved in the church as well as oat of it, and yoQ 
cannot please all if you touch the subject. 

FUBLIC CALAMITIES. 

Why is this land bleeding and ag(Hdzing under the judgments 
of heaven ? Why was the cholera sent ? Why so many large 
fires I—So many losses at sea ? — So many failures among our 
business men? Why such great changes, such distrust, and 
such a pressure in the money market, as though the whole na- 
tion w<mld soon be bankrupt ? Why are our-^cities filled with 
fear, distress, and alarm; and so many thrown from the heights 
of affluence to the depths of poverty ? Why those great chang- 
es in our civil and political prospects, approaching almost to an- 
archy, and universal lawlessness? Why this unconquerable 
aversion to good order, and wholesome restraint ? Why this 
sudden effervescence in society, as though every man would • 
soon be against his neighbor ? 
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These' (kings are not wi^oiit meaning. God has said, the 
curse causeless shall not came. We, as a nation, have sinned, 
and it seems that Grod is about to give us up to self-destruction. 
Here is the secret This nation has long been a Sabhath-break- 
ing and an oppressing nation. These are national sins ; . and 
since they have not^been repented of, they must be foUowai 
by national judgments. 

Hitherto we have called ourselves that happy peof^e whoae 
God is the Lord ; but now Grod is '* cursing us with a curse.^ 
We feel the present pain, and dread the future. Well may w%, 
for the storm has but just begun to fall, if we ccmtinue to dese- 
crate Gkxl's holy day. It has long been gathering blackness, and 
wo be unto us if we continue this high-handed wickedness. 
Timely and hearty repentance only can avert the doom. 

Sunday mails, and boats, and stages, and railcars, must all 
stop, or this nation will be dashed in pieces. Who by his si- 
lence would have all the miseries which are coming upon us, 
charged to his account ? 

Oh, that the hand of Gtxl might be seen, by the people, in 
these judgments — that every minister might proclaim the truth, 
that God has a controversy with this nation, in consequence of 
this g in; and that, unless they soon repent, and do works meet 
^r repentaaee, be will chastise until we acknowlege his right to 
reign over us. 

We charge, then, every man who loves the Sabbath, to warn 
the Sabbath-breaker of his unparalleled guilt, and the awfiil 
doom to which he is hastening. Tell him also, what judgments 
he is bringing upon this nation, and how the innocent will suffer 
with the guilty. Tell him that his Sabbath-day earnings will 
prove a curse to him instead of a blessing ; that our Sunday 
mails will lead us into inextricable difficulty, and be worse than 
none, for God has forbidden them ; and without his blessing on 
our undertakings, aU our efforts will be useless. 

Those who have clamorously demanded Sunday mails, cannot 

be said to be any the better for them. They will prove a source 

oC immense injury to the friends of the system. 

• But it may be said, those who keep the Sabbath an well as 

Sabbath-breakers, have gone down in the almost universal 
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crash. So they have; for their sin, in this thing derives its ag- 
gravation, irom the fact that th^yihave not, at all times and eve- 
rywhere, cried aload and spared not. For. this, God will punish 
the church and the ministry, with the contemner ofhis law. Oh ! 
what will be the terrors of that day ! Who can endure thera ? 
And who will then stand acquitted at the bar ofhis conscience — 
at the covung judgment ? 
New York, July, 1837. 
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